


A h i s k n  S r n r e  L c y i s h i r u r c

. . .  .. t t . w it  if i
MlV • Wit tl I**it. • •.*! a i i  a i "M i*  r r r

R q u v s c n i i U i x ’c  |o e  k u v e n  
«  i l l  G X & J j d  M i l l

w -tur• V  1,4; i«r.:CV»lr.F .
vh  i r vi i i v i  • • « . .. * -v r #4? A i cu*«m  HvAT":*i

T O :

F R O M :

D A T E :

R E :

Senator Lyda Green 

Representative Joe Grqc 

April 12. 1995

CSHB 125 (Judiciary), "An act relating to disclosures to school 
officials of information about certain minors; and providing for 
an effective date."

Violence is one of the leading problems facing Alaskan schools. Currently, 
there is no requirement that a school principal be given criminal records 
regarding an delinquent who is attending that school. Last session, the 
legislature passed SB 54. which addressed among other issue:., the 
discretionary disclosure of agency records. However there has been little 
effort so far to develop a procedure for the sharing of information, and 
there is a broad level of confusion over who may disclose what information 
to whom. Two polls taken last week surveying school officials and 
teachers state-wide indicate that very little school disclosure is taking 
place and that school officials arc strongly in favor of such disclosure 
taking place as immediately as possible in order to provide a safe school 
environment for students and staff. CSHB 125 was crafted to help address 
this serious problem by requiring law enforcement and DFYS to work 
together with local school districts to develop a procedure for the sharing 
of juvenile criminal records.

I respectfully request that CSHB 125 be scheduled for a hearing before the 
Senate HESS Committee as soon as possible. The need for disclosure is 
im m ed ia t e , and I would appreciate your expediting the bill’s passage.
Thank you for your consideration.
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"An act relating to disclosures to school officials of information about 
certain minors: and providing for an effective date"

Violence is one of the leading problems facing Alaskan schools. Currently, 
there is no requirement that a school principal be given criminal records 
regarding a delinquent who is attending that school. Last session, the 
legislature passed SB 54 . which addressed among other issues, the 
discretionary disclosure of agency records. However, there has been little 
progress over the past 9 months to develop procedures for the sharing of 
information: and there is a broad level of confusion over who may disclose 
what information to whom. Two statewide surveys of school officials and 
teachers conducted just three weeks ago indicate that very little school 
disclosure is happening even though school officials are strongly in favor of 
such disclosure taking place as soon as possible. Some juvenile offenders 
who have committed violent, felonious crimes arc in schools where officials 
and affected teachers arc left out of the information loop. HB 125 was 
originally crafted and amended to help address this serious problem by 
requiring law enforcement and DFYS to disclose these records to 
appropriate school officials who arc charged with providing a safe school 
environment for students and staff.

In March, meetings were held between DFYS and various representatives
from the Department of Education, the Alaska Council of School 
Administrators, NEA Alaska, the Alaska Association of School Boards, the
Legislature, the Department of Law. the Department of Public Safety, and
the Court System. The participants discussed the needs and concerns of 
school administrators and teachers as far as information sharing about 
delinquent youth. From the perspective of the people representing 
teachers, school districts and school administrators, disclosure is not 
happening with any degree of regularity. They strongly expressed their



desire that this necessary disclosure be mandatory. The Departments of
Law and Public Safety felt that since disclosure is possible under the law 
passed last year, some additional time should be granted to work out this 
notification on a discretionary basis. All parties involved agreed that 
whether or not disclosure is mandatory or discretionary an effective
procedure must be established to facilitate disclosure of violent youth
behavior to our schools, An agreement was reached to amend HB P..‘ . 
removing the mandatory disclosure portion of the bill and adding larguage 
that would mandate mutually agreeable procedures be set up between 
DFYS. law enforcement agencies, and school officials to ensure effective 
methods for disclosure of juvenile criminal records to schools. Additionally, 
it was agreed that a follow-up survey in late fall would be taken to see if 
i te discretionary nature of the information disclosure is working. If 
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  disclosure is not working, then Representative Green will 
sponsor a new bill making disclosure m a n d a t o r y .

The information provided by this disclosure would protect the victims of
juvenile crime, protect students, protect teachers, and give the principal 
information that would allow him or her to use the school’s resources to 
provide help for the juvenile offender. If schools are held responsible for 
the safety of the students and faculty, school officials must have the 
necessary information about student violence to do the job properly.

Disclosure of criminal records to school officials needs to begin taking place 
as soon as possible. Because of the urgent nature of the needed 
information Representative Green would like to sec the passage of HB 125 
this year. HB 125 passed the House unanimously and has the strong 
support of school administrators, teachers, law enforcement, parents, as 
well as the general public. Thank vou for your consideration.



D a n g e r o u s  k i d s
S c h o o ls  n e e d  to  k n o w ’ th e  ta c ts

•Schools Always have tie»n home ‘.o bullies and 
troublem akers Big kids hnv» been beating up little  
';id s  in 'he w ild  ,mus of Mte Piavgrouna since oetore 
•he first sw ing <et vent ic But mans* schoolvard 
ho llies nowadays arm  t content to just dish out black 
eves

\s a lw avs. the vounc •-eublem aKers ate i step 
nlienn of the svstem P rinc ipa ls and 'eachers find 
thomsc ves attempting to d isc ip line students who ve 
committed crim es that would be felonies if committed 
by adults

Consider these two situations that occurred in 
Anchorage:

• Police came to a school and asked fo in terview  a 
student known *o be a gang memoer The o fflce is  
ended in arresting him on suspicion of attempted 
murder and took him out of the school in handcuffs

The next day he reappeared in school, The 
principal didn't know if charges had been dropped, if 
•he student had escaped or what It turned out charges 
had been reduced, but having the accused turn up 
w ith  no explanation from authorities m nerved staff 
and students a like

• In anoi er case, one voung man oent another so 
hadlv mat the victim  had to be hospitalired . La te r, 
they ooth ended up in the same srnooi. in the same 
classroom The victim  was traum attied again and. 
eventually , dropped out of school.

These situations could have been nandled better If 
school administrators had been informed of the 
.tudenis' criminal records

Despite an Alaska statute ’ hat went into effect in 
■September that allows poiire and ’ he Division of 
Fnmilv ind Youth .Sers-u.es 'o release information on potentially dangerous juvenile* to ichool officials, 
many agencies aren't doing so

Si ice much information on young offenders is 
confidential by law. some police departments figure 
it's safer if they don t give out any information Some 
don t know what information they can release. Some 
don t even know about the statute

Principals and teacners often have fo rely on the 
rumor mill to find out which students are threats to 
others School staff frequently are unaware when 
voungsters who have committed brutal crtmes are 
sent to their schools.Ten '.jf. iTrrcn .p.!r-c..■,-»-! i  bill -,st month «h_ai 
.addresses these concerns The current version of 'he 
ofTrTequires that procedures he set up between 
schools. police, probation officers and the Olvlsion of 
Familv and Youth Services to get the word out on 
dangerous students

tn the meantime DFYS is alerting its social workers who deal with youthful offenders The 
Department of Public Safety is alerting law 
enforcement agencies around the state. *00 

The DFYS forms say. among other things 
''Safety Alert fo School Districts youth it

alleged to have committed the tallowing murder, 
assautf. sexual assault, sexual abut# at a minor, 
tobbery. theft, burglary, arson, crim ina l m itch le l. 
misconduct weapon, fe lo n y  drug and d is o rd e r ly  
conduct The information tef out on this form is 
confidential by law and can on ly  be disclosed 
to school offic ia ls as necessary to protect the safety ot 
school students and s ta f f "

The Public Safety form is similar 
These forms tav more about our toctety than we 

might want to hear Who would have gunied .’ 0 years 
ago that measures like this would be necessary In the 
public schools*

If ‘ hese voluntary efforts aren I sufficient, Rep 
Oteen it ready He has a bill a ll set for next year that 
will mane It mandatory fo r law enforcement agencies 
and 'tie court system to let school officials know
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oi The disclosure right unaer • a > ot this section is in addition to. 
mu not in derogation ot. the rignts ot a parent or legal guardian ot a 
•ninur.

c i A  oerson who violates a Drovision o t  this section is  guiltv ot a  
misdemeanor. and upon conviction is punisnable by a tine ot not more 
than $300 or by imonsonment tor not more than one vear. or bv both, 
a 2 ch 98 SLA 1 9 9 4 )

Cro»» rrOrrnce*. —  For i-gect on Effective Ontri. — Section 4. ch. J8. 
KliiKa Child in Nwl ot" Aid Rule 22 of iLA 1594 makes thu section riTective 
-ructmrnt ol this »«ction. *ee * 3. ch. 58. June 9 1994. in iccorannce with AS 
'LA 1994 01.10 07<Xe».

> e c . 4 7 .1 0 .0 9 3 .  D i s c l o s u r e  o f  a g e n c y  r e c o r d s ,  a i E x c e p t  a s  
'p e c it ic d  in  A S  4 7 .1 0 .0 9 2  a n d  • b i —  * 0  o f  th is  s e c t io n , a i l  in fo rm a t io n  
a n d  s o c ia l re c o rd s  p e r t a in in g  to  a  m in o r  w h o  is  s u b je c t  to  t h is  c h a p te r  
o r  A S  4 7  17  p re p a re d  b y  o r  in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a  fe d e r a l ,  s t a t e , o r  
m u n ic ip a l a g e n c y  o r  e m p lo y e e  in  th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  th e  a g e n c y  s  o r  
e m p lo y e e  s o f f i c ia l d u t y , in c lu d in g  d r i v e r 's  lic e n s e  a c t io n s  u n d e r  A S  
2 8 .1 5 .1 8 5 .  a r e  p r iv i le g e d  a n d  m a y  n o t  be d is c lo s e d  d i r e c t ly  o r  in d i ­
r e c t ly  to  a n y o n e  w ith o u t  a  c o u r t  o rd e r .  ____

b i A  s ta te  o r  m u - - p a l a g e n c y  o r  e m p lo y e e /m a y  d is c lo s e  i n f o rm a ­
t io n  r e g a rd in g  a  iv  to

l ) a  g u a rd ia n  a d  li te m  a p p o in te d  b y  th e  c o u r t  o r  to  a  c it iz e n  review 
p a n e l f o r  p e rm a n e n c y  p la n n in g  a u th o r iz e d  b y  A S  4 7 .1 0  4 0 0  o r  
4 7  1 0 .4 2 0 :

■2) a p e rs o n  o r  a n  a g e n c y  re q u e s te d  to  p ro v id e  c o n s u lt a t io n  o r  s e r ­
v ic es  f o r  a  m in o r  w ho  is  s u b je c t  to  th e  ju r i s d ic t io n  o f th e  c o u r t  u n d e r  
A S  4 7  1 0 .0 1 0 :

■3) s c h o o l o f f ic ia l?  a s  m a y  be n e c e s s a ry  to  p ro te c t  th e  s a fe ty  o f  
sch oo l s tu d e n t s  and  sta lT :

4 )  a  g o v e rn m e n ta l a g e n c y  a s  m a y  be n e c e s s a ry  to  o b t a in  t h a t  
a g en cy 's  a s s is ta n c e  f o r  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  in  it s  in v e s t ig a t io n  o r  to  o o t a in  
p h y s ic a l c u s to d y  o f  a  c h i ld ;

5 )  a s t a te  o r  m u n ic ip a l la w  e n fo rc e m e n t  a g e n c y  a s  m n v  be n c ce s - 
t a r v  fo r  a  sp e c ific  in v e s t ig a t io n  b e in g  c on d u c te d  by  t h a t  a g e n c y  o r  f o r  
d is c lo s u re s  b y  t h a t  a g e n c y  to  p ro te c t  th e  p u b lic  s a fe ty ; a n d

8 )  a  v ic t im  aa  m a y  be n e c e s s a ry  to  in fo rm  th e  v ic t im  a b o u t  th e  
d is p o s i t io n  o r  r e s o lu t io n  o f  a  c a se  in v o lv in g  a  m in o r . 

c» A  s ta te  o r  m u n ic ip a l la w  e n fo rc e m e n t  a g en c y  
1> s h a l l  d is c lo s e  in fo rm a t io n  r e g a rd in g  a c a se  t h a t  is  n e ed ed  b y  th e  

p e rs o n  o r  a g e n c y  c h a rg e d  w ith  m a k in g  a  p r e l im in a r y  in v e s t ig a t io n  fo r  
th e  in fo rm a t io n  o f th e  c o u r t  u n d e r  A S  4 7  1 0 .0 2 0 :

' 21 m a y  d is c lo s e  to  th e  p u b lic  in fo rm a t io n  r e g a rd in g  a c r im in a l o f ­
fe n s e  in  w h ic h  a  m in o r  is  a  s u sp e c t , v ic t im , o r  w u n e s s  i f  th e  m in o r  is 
n o t  id e n t i f ie d  b v  th e  d is c lo s u re :

JT 10 093 WELFARE. dtX-lAL SERVICES & INSTITUTIONS ? 47 10.093
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511 mavi disclose to scnooi otficiais information renaming a case as 
mav nSTieeess.irv to protect the safety ot' school students ana sta lj:

4 > m a y  d is c lo s e  to th e  p u b lic  in io rm a t io n  r e g a rd in g  a c a se  a s  m a v  
•;e n e c e s s a ry  to  p ro te c t  th e  s a fe ty  ot' th e  p u b lic : a n a

5 i  m a y  d is c lo se  to  a  v ic t im  in io rm a t io n .  in c lu d in g  c op ie s  ot' re p o r t s , 
is  n e c e s s a rv  fo r  c iv i l l i t ig a t io n  o r  in s u ra n c e  c la im s  p u r s u e d  b y  n r  
a g a in s t  th e  v ic t im .

d ) U p o n  re q u e s t  ot a v ic t im  th e  d e D a r tm e n t  s h a l l m a k e  e v e r y  r e a ­
s o n a b le  e t lb r t  to  n o t i fy  th e  v ic t im  a s  s o o n  a s  p ra c t ic a b le  in  w r i t in g  
w hen  a d e lin q u e n t  m in o r  is to  be  re le a s e d  fro m  p la c e m e n t  in  a  ju v e ­
n i le  f a c i l i t y  u n d e r  A S  4 7  I0 .0 8 0< b n  1). T h e  n o t ic e  u n d e r  t h i s  su b se c ­
t io n  m u s t  in c lu d e  th e  e xp e c te d  d a te  o f  th e  d e lin q u e n t  m in o r  s re le a s e , 
th e  g e o g ra o h ic  a re a  in  w n ic h  th e  d e lin q u e n t  m in o r  is  r e a u i r e d  to  
re s id e , a n d  o th e r  p e r t in e n t  in fo rm a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  d e lin q u e n t  
m in o r s  c o n d it io n s  o f  r e le a s e  t h a t  m a t  a rte c t th e  v ic t im .

e i A  p e rs o n  m a y  a u th o r i z e  th e  d e p a - tm c n t  to  r e le a s e  in fo rm a t io n  
to  th e  m i l i t a r y  o r  to  a  p ro s p e c t iv e  e m p lo y e r  a b o u t  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a 
d e lin q u e n c y  a d ju d ic a t io n  a g a in s t  t h a t  p e rs o n  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .1 0 .0 1 0  a n d  
th e  o f fe n s e  on  w h ic h  i t  w as  b ased .

f l  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  r e le a s e  to  a  p e rs o n  w ith  a  le g i t im a t e  in t e r ­
e s t  in fo rm a t io n  r e la t in g  to  m in o ra  n o t  s u b je c t  to  th e  ju r i s d ic t io n  o f  th e  
c o u r t  u n d e r  A S  4 7  1 0 .0 1 0 . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u la t i o n s  
g o v e rn in g  th e  re le a s e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  id e n t i fy in g  a  s u f f i c ie n t  le g i t ­
im a te  in t e r e s t .

<g) A  p e rs o n  w n o  d is c lo s e s  c o n f id e n t ia l in fo rm a t io n  in  v io la t i o n  o f  
th is  s e c t io n  is  g u i lt y  o f  a  c la s s  B  m is d e m e a n o r . i4 1 3  ch  1 1 3  S L A  
1 9 9 4 )

ft*vt*or'* not*-*. — A frurrnc* to ‘ AS 
»7 10 092* *■* triMftMi m i*i of thu •fe­
ll on >n 1994 to rurmonu* in* amend- 
n«nt» to Ad 47 ;o m*d* bv «n. 99. SLA 
1994. and ch. 113. SLA 1994 

Effective date*. — Section i7. ch 113.
SLA 1994 m«Jir» ifu* taction rlfrctiv*
V punbtr I , 1994

S e c .  4 7 .1 0 .0 9 7 .  F i n g e r p r i n t i n g  o f  m in o r s .  a» A  p e ac e  o fT ice r 
m a y  t in g e r p n o t  a  m in o r  u n d e r  th e  s am e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a s  a n  a d u lt  
m a y  be f in g e rp r in te d .

b i F in g e r p r in t  re c o rd s  t a k e n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  a r e  n o t s u b je c t  to  
.AS 4 7  1 0 .0 9 0 .  4 3  ch  1 2 1  S L A  1 9 8 8 : a m  4 1 ch J 2  S L A  1 9 9 1 )

Effect of tm*ndtn*nu. -  Th* 1991 
tmcnaiBtnt. *«T*ctiv* S*pumb*r 9. 1991.
-**mru th# wction

• 7 10 097 i L A s K A  S T A T U T E S  S U P P L E M E N T  •“ 47 10 097

Editor * not**. — Section 16<2). nh- 
113. SLA 1994 provide* that Uu* taction, 
u  added by I 13. ch. 113. SLA 1994 "tp- 
pitt# to o(T«n*t* rommitud an or *fUr 
S*pumb«r 1. 1994 *
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MICK SURVEY RESULTS
3 A C K G R C U N 0 : *  survov w as sent to an districts on Marcn 14 .1 0 9 5  to dotormme wnat the scnooi's neeoa and 
:a r.ce rns are regarding information snaring on aennquent youtn. Thirty-nine (39) districts responded by Marcn 22. 
•■395 r-ere are the results.

.Vhon a stuaeni wno is enroileo in your scnoot commits a  crim e oo you receive any information?

’9) yes  i28 ) no (3) som etim es

I yes . wno oo you rece ive  iniormation from:

4) D F Y S  .10) Law  Enforcem ent (3) other (scoctfy):
local V P S O  
probation
community m em oer

is vour wcrxing roiationsnip wnh fhat agency su ch  that you would share  information aoout the s u a e n t  wifh eacn other?

(10) ye s  11) y e s . out no m echanism  to report (1) no (currontfy do not havo V P S O )

f you currently DO N O T  recervo information, would you liko iniormation on the studonr'?

(28) yea (0) no

Would initial information sucn  a s : name of offender, crtense end date of offense a ss is t you in your effort* to provide a  saf< 
scnool environm ent?

(38) yos (1) no (W ould be nelpfuf in addition 
to conditions of probation A namo of 
probation officer)

Who is the most appropriate person to receive this information?

(37 )pnncipa i (1) tcacnor (3) counselor (6) other (specify):
(5 ) supenntenaont
(1) Specia l S r  :e s  Director

Do you nave a policy that ad d resses the dissem ination of confidential information?

(36) yea (3) no

Whon would you want 'he information?

(29) im m ediate^ (wnen student ia suspect) (6) when ca se  *  co nduced  (S ) both

Am you currontfy sot up to receive information from othor egonciee via E-m ail?

(10) y e s  (20) no (9) not currently but can  be eawry

r" mU
H , r«» ' —



W 
fj

- . s s o c u r . o n  o r A l a s k a  S c h o o l  5  o a r  a s

AAS8 Q u ic k  Survev 
cic: Disclosure ct information on Minors 
ge two

" h e  t o l l o w in g  th irty-n ine  i 3 9 )  s c n c o i  districts r e s p o n d e d :

AaaK Nome
AlasKa Gateway Northwest Arctic
Ancnorage •j Nortn Slope
Annette Islands Pelican
Bering Strait • l # Petersoura
Bristol Bay Pribilot
Chatham Sitka
Copper River Skagway
Delta/Greeiy Southeast Island
Denali Borcugn Southwest Region
Diilingham St. Marys
Haines • Tanana
Hoonan Unaiaska
Hydaourg Valdez
Iditarod Wrangell
Juneau Yakutat
Kashunamiut Yukon Fiats
Kenai Yukon-Koyukuk
Kuspuk
Mat*Su

Yupiit

these cistncts currently receive information

P rovided fly:

The Association of Alaska School Boards 316 W. 11th Street Juneau. Alaska 99801 907-586-1083



N E A -A la s k a  s u rv e v  M a r c n  1 - ,  1 9 9 5

T o :  L o c a i  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s i a e n t s  R A W  P L S P O N S E S

F r o m :  V e r n o n  M a r s n a i l  T O T A L  R E S P O N S E S ;  1 5

R e :  S c n o o i  V i o l e n c e  S u r v e y  M A R C H  2 0 .  1 9 9 5

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey. Please return me survey Oy fax 
1586-27441 py Wednesday, Marcn 22. 1995. Your responses are strictly confidential 
and will be used by NEA-Alaska to assist us formulate legislation an various school 
violence ana disruptive student issues.
Even if you cannot complete the survey for your entire district, please complete tor 
your school site and return.

D o  y o u  fe e l  that  s i u c e n t  v i o l e n c e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  w i t h i n  y o u r  s c n o o i  d istr ict  th is  
year ? ( P l e a s e  c irc le  o n e )

a.  N o t  i n c r e a s e d  8  
0 .  i n c r e a s e d  s o m e w n a t  7
c .  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  1
d .  D e c r e a s e d  0

2 .  C o n c e r n i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  m a v  c o m m i t  v i o l e n t  a c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  are 
t e a c h e r s  or s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  n a m e s  of  s t u d e n t s  w n o  n a v e  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  or c o m m i t t e d  v i o l e n t  ac t s  w i t h i n  th e  c o m m u n i t y ?
Y e s  2  r o  1 3  
W h o  i n f o r m s  y o u ?

a .  P r o o a t i o n  off ic er  
0 .  S c h o o l  P r in c ip a l
c .  S c h o o l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
d .  A n o t h e r  t e a c h e r
e .  P ar ent
f. O t h e r  ( P l e a s e  s p e c i f y ) ________________________________

3 .  W h i c h  in d t v id u a M s )  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d istr ict  d o  y o u  foc i  s h o u l d  b o  
i n f o r m e d  n o o u t  s t u d e n t s  w h o  are o n  p r o o a t i o n  for or h a v e  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  v i o l e n t  
acts?
p e a s e  s p e c i f y  t h e  n o m c  of  t h e  p o r s o n ( s )  w n o  s h o u l d  r e c e iv e  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  
R e s o o n s o s :  S u p e r i n t e r  3

P r i n c i p a l  1 5
C o u n s e l o r  4



T e a c h e r  9 
P l a y g r o u n d  s u p e r v is o r  1 
S p e c i a l  e o .  t e a c n e r  1 
T e a c n e r  a i d e  1

A .  W h e n  d o  y o u  fee l  a s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  int'ormauor a o o u t  v i o l e n t  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  are e it h e r  o n  p r o b a t i o n  or h a v e  o e e n  c o n v i c t e d  ot c o m m i t t i n g  a v i o l e n t  
act?
W h e n  th e  s t u d e n t  e n t e r s  tn o  c la s s  or w n e n  t h e  e v e n t  o c c u r s
A t  th e  t i m e  t h e  s t u d e n t  ret ur ns  to s c h o o l
A s  s o o n  as  p o s s i b l e
Prior t o  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  that  s t u d e n t
W h e n  t h e  s t u d e n t  returns
U p o n  return t o  s c h o o l
i m m e d i a t e l y
R i g h t  a w a y  ( 2  r e s o o n d e n t s i
U p o n  return t o  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t  u n l e s s  t h er e  is a  s a f e t y  i s s u e  o e v o n o  t h e  s c h o o l  
U p o n  e n r o l l m e n t  in  s c h o o l
A n y t i m e  th e  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e  is r ea u ir e o  to  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  s t u d e n t  
A S A P

5 .  D o e s  y o u r  s c h o o l  d istr ict offer a n  a l t e r n a t iv e  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  *or s t u d e n t s  w i t h  
d i s c i p l i n e  p r o b l e m s ?  Y e s  5  N o  1 0  N o t  s u r e ________

D o e s  t h e  p r o g r a m  e m p n a s i z e  stress m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  v i o l e n c e  
p r e v e n t i o n  or s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  c o n t r o l ?  Y e s  3  N o  A 
N o t  su re  2

Are  p a r e n t s  i n v o l v e d  in  a n y  p h a s e  o f  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  to  a 
a d d r e s s  a c h i l d ' s  d i s c i p l i n e  p r o b l e m ?  Y e s  3  N o  3  N o t  s u r e  2

6 .  D o e s  y o u r  s c h o o l  d istr ict  h a v e  a  p o l i c y  o n  p u p i l  d i s c i p l i n e ?
Y o s  1 4  N o  N o t  su re  1 H a s  t n e  p o l i c y  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  «n t h e  n e w s p a p o r  or b o o n
d is t r ib u t e o  t o  p a r e n t s  o f  t h o  s c h o o l  district w i t h i n  t h e  last ye ar ?  Y e s  1 0  N o  2  N o t  
sure 2



" e b r u a n ;  i 5  1 9 9 5

ASSOCIATION O F  ALASKA S C H O O L  BOARDS
vV 1 1 th 5t • .u n e a u . A ia s xa 5C 80M 510

5071534 -1082 • =ax ̂ 0 7 1 5 8 6 -2W 5

T h e  H o n o i a o i e  J o e  G r e e n  
H o u s e  ot R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
A l a s k a  State L e g is l a t u r e  
C a o i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 0 1 1

D e a r  R e o .  G r e e n
' T i e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ot A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  s u bDo rt s  H B  1 2 5 - A n  Act re lat ing  to 
d i s c l o s u r e s  to s c n o o i  officials of  in for m a t io n  a b o u t  certa in  m in o r s .

B i l l  R e v i e w :  H B  1 2 5  directs the court  to notify the pr in c ip a l  of th e  m i n o r s  s c h o o l  if the 
o f f e n s e  was c o m m i t t e d  o n  s c h o o l . p r o p e r t y  or the m i n o r  n a s  c o m m i t t e d  o f f e n s e s  that, if 
c o m m i t t e d  b y  a n  adu l t ,  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  s e n o u s  fe lo n y  s u c h  a s  m u r d e r ,  a s s a u l t ,  
k i d n a p p i n g ,  etc.  T h e  bill  a l s o  r eq u ir e s  law e n f o r c e m e n t  to notify the  p n n c i p a l  if there is probable cause to b e l i e v e  a  m i n o r  a t t e n d in g  their s c h o o l  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  a  s e n o u s  
f e l o n y .  T h e  s c h o o l  p r in c ip a l  is a l l o w e d  to d i s c l o s e  this in for m at io n  to o ther  p e r s o n s  in 
th e  distnct .  a n d  a l s o  to a  c h ief  adm in istrator of a  s c h o o l  distnct to w h i c h  a  m i n o r  
transfers.  L a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  are not  r equi re d  to notify the  s c h o o l  if the  a g e n c y  
d e t e r m i n e s  it w o u l d  i e o p a r d i z e  a n  o n g o i n g  i n v e s t ig a t io n .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of A l a s k a  S c n o o i  B o a r d s  b e l i e v e s  this Act will h e l p  e n s u r e  the  safety 
ot s tu d e n t s  a n d  staff a l ike .  A s  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  we e n d e a v o r  to work c o o p e r a t i v e l y  with 
a g e n c i e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  in  the transfer of in for m at io n  o n  b e h a l f  of k ids .  In the  p ast ,  
n o w e v e r .  the deterrent to m e a n i n g f u l  i n t r a - a g e n c y  c o o p e r a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  s e v e r e  
s c h o o l  v i o l e n c e  h a s  b e e n  the i s s u e  of conf ident ia l i ty .  T h i s  is a  w e l c o m e  p i e c e  of 
le g is l a t i o n  that will further h e l p  to m a i n t a i n  a  safe  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t .

S U P P O R T  FO R  H B 125 
IN F O R M A T IO N  D IS C L O S U R E  A B O U T  M IN O R S

C a r l R o s e .  E x e cu t iv e  D ire cto r



A L A S K A  C O U N C IL  O F  S C H O O L  A D M IN IS T R A T O R S

POSITION STATEMENT 
HOUSE BILL NO. 125

"An Act relating to disclosures to school officials of information about 
certain minors."
The Alaska Council of School Administrators - imports House Biil ~125.
Inc'.dcntsot violence seem to be increasing at an alarming rate among or involving Alaska's 
vourn. This includes resorts ot gang activities, incidents of students Dnngtng illegal 
weapons into the schools and youth committing acts ot violence which couid he considered 
a felony if they were adults.
Parents and the community rightfully expect schools to be a piacc students can work and 
!cam in a safe environment. Yet. principals arc experiencing increasing concern over being 
able to assure parents and the community that the school setnng is secure and sale because 
of the lack of information rrom other agencies involved with youth who have been 
adjudicated delinquent.
To help ensure some safety of students, it is necessary to be aware of those students who 
have commuted acts of violence and cnmc outside the school as well as inside the school. 
The laws of confidentiality have prevented the sharing of such information with school 
personnel in the past, thereby preventing scnooi personnel from being able to take action to 
protect the ngnts of other innocent students in the school.
School administrators across Alaska believe this information is necessary to ensure proper 
supervision. It is also necessary to provide a relevant imcrvcnnon program and this 
information will help provide a safer environment for all students.
Again. The Alaska Council of School Administrators supports HB *125

Siepncn McPhetrcs 
E-xecuuvc Director

t u it j  AttoetAOcn :» I4*n*«or* ItM a  *•«'« OJ*t • 'i4t*4 Aiuxuocn & tacrcvwv Unoat • aaiua AttociAOon of Unooi aowvWmsm



N E A - A l a s k a
NE A-ALASKA PO SIT IO N S T A T E M E N T  

H B  1 2 5

N E A - A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  of  H B  1 2 5  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for 
r ep o r t i n g  n a m e s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w n o  c o m m i t  v i o l e n t  ac t s  in o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
W e  toel  that r e p o r t i n g  is crit ical  to  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e  h e a l t h  a n a  s a f e t y  or 
s t u d e n t s  a n d  to  d e v e l o p  a lte rn at iv e  p r o g r a m s  t o  c o n r r o n t  t h e  root c a u s e s  of  
s t u d e n t  v i o l e n c e .

B a s e d  o n  a q u i c k  s u r v e y  of l arg e  a n d  s m a l l  s c h o o l  d is tr icts .  N E A - A l a s k a  
f o u n d  that  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  are n o t  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  n a m e s  o f  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  c o m m i t  v i o l e n t  act s w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  
to  th e  s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e d  that  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  c o u n s e l o r s  a n d  b u i l d i n g  
p r in c i p a l s  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  are e n r o l l e d  s h o u l d  b e  i n f o r m e d .  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
s h o u l d  t h e n  i n f o r m  t e a c h e r s  a n d  te a c h er  a i d e s  w h o  are w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  
s t u d e n t .

C o n c e r n i n g  w h e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  t e a c h e r s  or a i d e s ,  m o s t  
r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  that  it s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  r ight a w a y ,  p ar t icu la r ly  if 
t h e  s t u d e n t  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  a n  act  that  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a f e l o n y  if 
c o m m i t t e d  b y  a n  a d u l t .

B a s e d - o n  s u r v e y  resu lts  fr o m  s e v e n t e e n  o f  o u r  a f f i l i a t e s ,  it a p p e a r s  th at  th e  
c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g  large a n d  s m a l l  d istr icts is th at  v i o l e n c e  is i n c r e a s i n g  in 
s c h o o l  d is tr icts .  B a s e d  o n  o t her  reports f r o m  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  w e  b e l i e v e  
v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r  is i n c r e a s i n g  a n d  p o s e s  a  threat  to  t h e  s a f e t y  of  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  in  c l a s s r o o m s .

N E A - A l a s k a  v i e w s  H B  1 2 5  as  a  v o h i c l o  to  o p e n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
a g e n c i e s  a n d  s c h o o l  d istr.cts c o n c e r n i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  d e m o n s t r a t e  v i o l e n t  
b e h a v i o r .

W e  real ize t h a t  just  i d e n t i f y i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  d e m o n s t r a t e  v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r  
wi l l  n o t  m a k e  t h e  p r o b l e m  g o  a w a y .  A s  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s ,  w e  
w a n t  to  w o ' k  t o  k e o o  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l .  O u r  eff o rts  t o  k e e p  s t u d e n t s  in

VNCMOMGE REG IO N A L O FF IC E  • U U  W J J n iA .c r * , .  S h o r t s * .  .M uU  W VJJ • J74 OS to • .<071274-09)1
lU N L A U O IT tC E  • 114 v tm  • uacm. U u u W IO t • ><*07t <(6 W O  • .***4
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s c n o o i  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  s y s t e m s  m u s t  b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  
a n d  f u n d e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e  of  chi ld  v i o le n c e .  W e  s u p p o r t  p r o g r a m s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  i n vo lve  p a r e n t s  of  v i o l e n t  s t u d e n t s  ;n a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  he lp  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  d e a l  b e t t e r  w i t h  a n g e r  in fami ly  life 
a n d  in r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  p e e r s .

In c lo s i n g ,  w e  t h a n k  t h e  s p o n s o r  a n d  his s t a f f  for  b r in g in g  t h i s  l e g i s la t ion  
f o r w a r d  a t  th i s  i m p o r t a n t  t i m e .  W e  s u p p o r t  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p a s s  th is  bill.

3 - 2 8 - 9 5





Alaska State Legislature

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  C Y N T H I A  T O O H E Y  

D I S T R I C T  1 3

Sliilt' Cupilol 
Imhc.iii, ,\K  99X01-1182

M E M O R A N D U M .

'F O :  S e n a t o r  G r e e n ,  C h a i r m a n

S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m it t e e

y *
F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  T o o h c y  C A

IN  R E :  s c h e d u l in g  o f  C S H B  1 8 2  ( H E S S )  b e fo r e

d ie  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m it t e e

D A T E :  M a y  1 , 1 9 9 5

P le a s e  s c h e d u le  C S H B  1 8 2  ( H E S S )  f o r  a  h e a r in g  b e fo r e  th e  S e n a t e  H E S S  

C o m m it t e e  a t s o o n  a s  it  i s  p o s s ib ly  c o n v e n ie n t .  A t t a c h e d  a r c  a  c o p y  o f  th e  

b i l l ,  a  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t ,  a  ‘ z e r o ’  F is c a l  n o t e ,  a n d  a  le t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t .  I f  

y o u  r e q u ir e  a n y  o t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  o r  d o c u m e n t s ,  p le a s e  h a v e  y o u r  

c o m m it t e e  a id e  c o n t a c t  B e n ja m in  B r o w n  in  m y  o f f i c e  a t 4 9 1 9 .

'H ia n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h is  s c h e d u l in g  r e q u e s t .

I N T E R I M  A D D R E S S :  716 W e s t  -1th A v e n u e , S u ite  330, A n ch o ra g e , 99501-2133



Dr Bauiier DMD Fax :907-262-8405 May 3 ’95 12:26 P .01

ROBERT J .  BAUDER, D M.I)
36275 Kenai Spur Hwy. 
So ldotna, A lasko  <79669 

(907) 262 8404

May 3, 1995

Senator Lyda Green, Wasilla 
Chairman, Senate HESS Committee

Rc: House Bill 182

Dear Senator.

I want to he on record that I support House Bill 182 Passage of this bill will help dentists 
in this state to provide cost effective treatment to their patients and curb escalating health 
care costs

1 understand the opposition feels only hygienists arc able to provide ill is treatment due to 
their training. I strongly disagree and can assure you that all ethical dentists would and do 
monitor their staff to provide high quality care to their patients. In far: the dentist is 
legally and morally responsible for their employees whether they are hvgiemsts or 
assistants. No dentist would want anything but the best for their patients

Please consider the benefit of this legislation to the Alaskan public and vote YES on House 
Bill 182.

Sincerely,

Q $ < * ' { / —

Robert J. Baudot, DM D 
President
Kenai Kodiak Denial Society
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S E N A T O R  L Y D A  G R E E N

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 6 6 0 0  F A X  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 8 0 5

C o n s t i t u e n t  C o n t a c t  R e p o r t

D a te :N a m e :_________________________________ ______________________
A d d re s s : sS&
______________________________'rZs-76 SSN o r DOB: .

P h o n e :___________ * S'JfA_____________

IS S U E /R E G A R D IN G :  //£_Sf*'_________
,rc*u/7f£. cXj&evy

A C T IO N /R E S P O N S E :

D a t e  R e s o l v e d :_____

S t a f f  M e m b e r :



S E N A T O R  L Y D A  G R E E N  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 6 6 0 0  F A X  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 8 0 5

C o n s t i t u e n t  C o n t a c t  R e p o r t

N a m e :_________________/££>£+/£______  D a te :
A d d re s s : P'0./5ox
_______________/}////*&»+* SSN o r DOB:_______

P h o n e : __________________ ~ S  _________________

I S S U E /R E G A R D IN G :  ________ ___

A C T IO N /R E S P O N S E :

D a t e  R e s o lv e d :______

S t a f f  M e m b e r : .
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T H I S  M E S S A G E  IS  I N  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  N E E D  F O R  H . R .  182

J IM  H . C A S E  D .M .D .  8 8 0  "N "  STREET , O N  THE &
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ASSISTANTS’ SKILLS NEEDED
In  the continued improvement o f  America's o ra l health, the value o f placum sealants on children s teeth 
has bc?n w idely recognized. The National Institute o f  Health has recommended that a ll children have ihetr 
permanent m olars sealed We w i ll not be able to even come close to meeting this i f  the providing o f  this 
service is linvfed to dentists and hypicnistj and does not include qualified and supervised dental assistants
HISTORY
In A laska from  the late 6 0 's to the lata 8 0 ’ *. topical preventive agents and sealants be :amc increasingly 
important parts o f  the improvement o f  the oral health ot children Services by qualified dental assistants 
were an important part o f  this improvement. In the late 80 '* , an adverse statute interpretation limited the 
services provided by assistants HD 182 would overcome this adverse interpretation and get us back on 
track with assistants contributing more to  children's hcaltn.
DELEGATION

The U .S . dental profession and industry has been w e ll recognized fo r  being very successful at improving 
Air.ct ica's o ra l health year by year and decade by decade A part o f  this improvement has been the 
development o f  expanded dental teams and the delegation o f  tasks from  dentists to auxiliaries. Current 
restrictive interpretation o f  the statutes slows the improvement that we can o ffe r H R  182 removes this 
impediment
q u a l i t y

Delegation can improve quality E  3 , i f  I  see n ju st placed sealant that meets minimum standards, but 
could be improved, the improvement w ill mom like ly  be made i f  I  could order it done by an assistant 
rather than use nty time to do it
TURF PROTECTION

Opposition to H B  182 does not serve A laska's children, but rather serves to protect the professional pi ide 
and tu rf o f  dental hygienists. The public and profession are uodersupplied with hygienists W e need more 
o f  them and it w ou ld be help fu l i f  they would sham the fringes o f  theit professional domain with assistants. 
However, excessive professional pride prevents many o f  them from  so sharing and Irad i them to sincerely 
oppose I 1D 182 in the name o f  public protection
HB 182 w il l again a llow  the Board o f Dental Examiners to a llow  delegation o f  some duties as was done 
before the l»te "80 ’ j .  There are other provisions in the current dental statues which wlU a llow  the B o u d  to 
fine tune certification and standards fo r this delegation without burdensome legislative constraint which 
robs dentins o f  their ethical and clinical responsibilities.
This simple legislation has been needed and stored  in past years. Fleasc don t let it again get lost or 
defeated in the end o f  session rush o f  weighty matters which you musi consider.
ricase do not hesitate to call mo i f  I mtght answer questions about the tntom . ^ o f  this needed Icg iilitKD

Rctpcctfully and Sinp*^?ly.

Me. D M D.

>
CO

>Oo

(90 7 )  2 7 4 - 2 5 2 5



UOLKMER nnilON 907 3 0 4 9 0 3 6

May 3. 1995

We unanimously support HR 182 and urge you to vote yes for its passage It is to be heard in 
the Senate at 9:00am Thuisday, 5/4/95.

Sincerely yours,

Jan Mancss 
Dental Assistant

Marilyn Gogolowski
Dental Assistant

Gay I.cc Anthony 
Dental Assistant

Ig*=̂?<r u 7  •>
Rosemary' R<$rs ^
Dental Assistant & Receptionist

Rose E. Reed
Certified Dental Assistant & Practice Admmistratoi

5 2 * 5  $
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Sliilc Capitol

.Juneau, AK WHO 1-1182

D I S T R I C T  1 3

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  1 8 2  ( H E S S ) :  " A n  a c t  
a l l o w i n g  a d e n t i s t  to  d e le g a te  c e r t a in  d u t i e s  t o  a  d e n t a l  a s s i s t a n t . "

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  d e n t i s t s  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  A l a s k a  to  d e l e g a t e  t o  a  

d e n t a l  a s s i s t a n t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  t h r e e  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  t a s k s :  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t o p i c a l  p r e v e n t i v e  a g e n t s ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p r o p h y l a c t i c  

a g e n t s ,  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p i t  a n d  f i s s u r e  s e a l a n t s .  T h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  

b y  d e n t a l  a s s i s t a n t s  h a v e  b e e n  j u d g e d  t o  b e  t e c h n i c a l l y  i l l e g a l  b y  a n  

o p i n i o n  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l ,  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  d e n t a l  c a r e  t o  A l a s k a n s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e f f e c t .  E n a b l i n g  

d e n t i s t s  t o  d e l e g a t e  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  t o  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o m  t h e y  

t r u s t ,  a n d  o n  w h o m  t h e y  r e l y ,  i s  a  s t e p  t h a t  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  

g i v e  d e n t i s t s  a s  m u c h  f l e x i b i l i t y  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  d o i n g  t h e i r  j o b s .  C S H B  

1 8 2  w i l l  h e l p  d e n t i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e ,  b u t  v / i l l  b e  m o s t  h e l p f u l  

t o  d e n t i s t s  w h o  s e r v e  t h e  r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  l a c k  o f  p r a c t i c a l  

d i s c r e t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  d e n t i s t s  h i n d e r s  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  s e e  a s  

m a n y  p a t i e n t s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  F o r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  i t i n e r a n t  d e n t i s t s  t r a v e l i n g  f r o m  v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  

p r o b l e m  i s  a c u t e  e n o u g h  t h a t  i t  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  a  p a t i e n t  n o t  b e i n g  s e e n  

d u e  t o  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s .  F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  A l a s k a n s ’ o r a l  h e a l t h .  C S I  I B  

1 8 2  m u s t  b e  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

C S H B  1 8 2  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  D e n t a l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  A l a s k a  

N a t i v e  H e a l t h  B o a r d ,  T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  I n c . ,  t h e  C o a s t a l  

D i s t r i c t  D e n t a l  S o c i e t y ,  B r i s t o l  B a y  A r e a  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  R e g i o n a l  H e a l t h  C o n s o r t i u m ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s  

d e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a c r o s s  t h e  S t a t e .

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  a n d  v o t e  f o r  C S H B  1 8 2 .

INTERIM ADDRESS: 716 West 4th Avenue, butte ibu, Anchorage, 99501*2133
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A la s k a  D en ta l S o c ie ty
3*100 Spona'd Road, Suilo 10 

Anchorage. Alaska 99503 
(907) 277- 4675 • FAX: 274-2960

Apri l  1 3 ,  1 9 9 5

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  T o o h e y :

T h e  A la s k a  D e n t a l  S o c ie t y  represents e i g hty - fo ur  p er cen t  of  l i c e n s e d  pra ct ic ing  
dent ists  in A l a s k a .  T h e  A D S  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  h a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  v o t e d  s u p p o r t  
for H o u s e  B i l l  1 8 2 ,  .n t r o d u c e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  T o o h e y  a n d  N i c h o l i a .  T h i s  bill  
will a l low eff icient de l ivery of prevent ive  treatment for the u t m o s t  b en ef it  of the  
p u b l i c  - m o s t  important ly ,  to th o s e  p e o p l e  r es id in g  in rural A la s k a .

A l o n g  with c o m m u n i t y  water f luor idat ion  a n d  d a i ly  oral  h y g i e n e  m e a s u r e s ,  den ta l  
s e a la n ts  a n d  to p ic a l  f l uor ide  a p p l i c a t io n s  are effective d e n t a l  d i s e a s e  p r e v e n t io n  
m e a s u r e s .  D e n t a l  d i s e a s e s  in rural areas of  this state are currently at e p i d e m i c  
l evels .  P r e v e n t io n  p r o g r a m s  are o u r  o n l y  answ er  for c u r b i n g  the  c o s t s  of  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  treatment.

T h e  safety record for d en ta l  ass istants p e r fo rm in g  th e s o  p r o c e d u r e s  is well  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  Assistant s n at io nw id e ,  i n c l u d i n g  A lask a  prior  to 1 9 8 8 ,  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  
h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  these  services .

H B  1 8 2  will a l lo w  s u p e r v is e d  denta l  ass istants in A la s k a  to r e s u m e  p r o v i d i n g  pit 
a n d  f issure s e a la n ts  a n d  top ica l  prevent ive a g e n t s .  T h e  l o s s  o f  authority  for 
ass ist ants  to perform t h ese  p r o c e d u r e s  was a n  in advertent  c o n s e q u e n c e  of  the 
r ev is io n  of statutes w h ic h  e n a b l e d  d e n t a l  h y g ie n is t s  to b e g i n  p r o v i d i n g  the 
se rvices .  T h o  1 9 8 8  attorney g enera l ' s  interpretation (hat a n y  f u n c t i o n  in  the 
s c o p e  o f  h y g i e n e  pract ice  c a n n o t  b e  p er fo r m e d  b y  d en t a l  ass ist an ts  set  u p  tho 
preson t  conf l ict  - at the e x p e n s e  of  l imi t ing  th e  p u b l i c ’s a c c e s s  to pre ve nt ive  
r e g im e n s .

In  the d enta l  office sett ing ,  tho d o c to r s  h a v e  the leg a l ,  e th ic a l  a n d  c l i n ic a l  
r esp on s ib i l i t y  for al l  care p r o v id e d .  De n t i st s  are h i g h l y  tr a ined  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  with 
state m a n d a t e s  toward m a in t a i n i n g  c l i n ic a l  c o m p e t e n c y  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
r eq u irem ent s .  Certa in ly ,  they are q u a l i f i e d  a n d  m ot iv at e d  to e v a l u a t e  a ux i l ia r ies ’ 
skil l  a n d  tra in ing  levels  for appropriate  d e l e g a t i o n  of serv ices .  Further*, the B o a r d  
o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  h a s  the  statutory p ow e r  ( A S  0 8 .3 6 .0 7 0 )  to e s t a b l i s h  
certif icat ion s t a n d a r d s  for a ny  p r o c e d u r e  req u ir in g  sp ec if i c  tra in ing .

Dentistry is c o m m i t t e d  to the p a s s a g e  o f  H B  1 8 2  in the interests of  p u b l i c  h ea lt h  
a n d  c o m m e n d s  R e p resent at iv es  T o o h e y  a n d  N i c h o l i a  for h a v i n g  tho fore sight  to 
s e e  a n e e d  a n d  create pos it ivo  p r o -p r e v en t i o n  le g is lat io n .  P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  th is  
i s s u e .
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