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STATE OF ALASKA 
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Revision Date:
Title: Election Ballots

Sponsor: Senator Kelly 
Requestor: ___________

BILL NO. SB 5

Department Affected: Office of the Governor
BRU: Division of Elections___________________
Component: General and Primary_____________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 22

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:
OPERATING FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01

PERSONAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
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EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
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1004 GF 0 0 0 0 0 0
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OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0
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FUNDING:

Estimate of current year (FY95) impact: 0
ANALYSIS: (Attuch a separate page If necessary.)
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F e b ru a ry  22 ,1995

T o: S e n a to r  H a lfo rd
C o -C h a ir  
S e n a to r  F ra n k  
C o -C h a ir
S e n a te  F in an ce  C o m m itte e  

F ro m : S e n a to r  K e lly

R e: R e q u e s t fo r h ea rin g

I w o u ld  like  to  re q u e s t a co m m ittee  h e a r in g  fo r CS SB 5 a t y o u r  ea rlie s t 
co n v en ien ce . CS SB 5 re la tes  to the co lo r of b a llo ts  in  p r im a ry  e lec tio n s  a n d  
th e  k in d  o f  v o tin g  b o o th s  availab le . For y o u r  re fe ren c e  I h a v e  a tta c h e d  the 
sp o n so r  s ta te m e n t a n d  the  fiscal n o te .

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u es tio n s  re g a rd in g  CS SB 5, p le a se  co n tac t P a tric ia  G ren ie r of 
m y  s ta ff  a t  ex ten sio n  4823.
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S e n a t o r  T im  K e l l y

Sponsor Statement 
CS SB 5 ()

Privacy of Voting

This past election m any  of the voters in m y  district an d  th roughou t the state 

com plained  abou t two things: different colored ballots a n d  the new  

curtainless suitcase voting booths. This legislation is designed  to address 

these concerns by  ensuring the secrecy of ballots an d  the privacy of voting in 

two ways: by  requiring that half of all booths a t  each precinct be curtained 

booths, an d  by having all p rim ary  ballots p rin ted  on  w hite  paper  only.

As it s tands n o w  the secrecy of voting in this state  is severely compromised. 

There sim ply  have not been enough curtained voting  booths at all polling 

places; in fact, m y  ow n precinct had  just one curta ined  booth. As well, these 

new  suitcase vo ting  booths the division is utilizing have low er walls and  no 

curtain, so that one can sim ply look over an d  see the ballot of the next voter. 

Finally, w ith  the different colored ballots in the prim ary, as one carries their 

ballot and  their stubs through the precinct, and  w hen  one w ears their "I Have 

Voted" stubs the selection of ballot is obvious an d  no t p rivate  or secret.

The ballot a vo ter chooses and  how  he or she casts their vote  is a secret matter, 

not to be shared indiscriminately without consent. The secret ballot is one of 

the basic protections in a democracy. This legislation rem edies these 

corruptions of the voting process, and  carries a zero  fiscal note.




