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Alaska State Senate

Senator Tim

February 22,1995

To:

From:

Re:

Senator Halford
Co-Chair
Senator Frank
Co-Chair

A
Kelly FAQ(J(bsgél-gu

Senate Finance Committee

Senator Kelly

Request for hearing

I would like to request a committee hearing for CS SB 5 at your earliest
CS SB 5 relates to the color of ballots in primary elections and

convenience.

the kind of voting booths available.

For your reference | have attached the

sponsor statement and the fiscal note.

If you have any questions regarding CS SB 5, please contact Patricia Grenier of
my staff at extension 4823.
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Sponsor Statement
CS SB5 ()

Privacy of Voting

This past election many of the voters in my district and throughout the state
complained about two things: different colored ballots and the new
curtainless suitcase voting booths. This legislation is designed to address
these concerns by ensuring the secrecy of ballots and the privacy of voting in
two ways: by requiring that half of all booths at each precinct be curtained

booths, and by having all primary ballots printed on white paper only.

As it stands now the secrecy of voting in this state is severely compromised.
There simply have not been enough curtained voting booths at all polling
places; in fact, my own precinct had just one curtained booth. As well, these
new suitcase voting booths the division is utilizing have lower walls and no
curtain, so that one can simply look over and see the ballot of the next voter.
Finally, with the different colored ballots in the primary, as one carries their
ballot and their stubs through the precinct, and when one wears their "I Have

Voted" stubs the selection of ballot is obvious and not private or secret.

The ballota voter chooses and how he or she casts their vote is a secret matter,
not to be shared indiscriminately without consent. The secret ballot is one of
the basic protections in a democracy. This legislation remedies these

corruptions of the voting process, and carries a zero fiscal note.





