




D ATE : A l f p m  D ATE TU R N E D  IN TO  O FF IC E :

T h e F in a n ce C omm itte e co n s id e re d S EN A TE B ILL NO . 320 

Inc reas ing the num be r o f su p e r io r co u rt ju d g e s d e s ig n a te d fo r th e T h ird  Ju d ic ia l D is tr ic t to  p ro v id e 
an a d d it io n a l su p e rio r co u rt ju d g e  a t D illin g ham .

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE, r e po r t

and recommends:

] be replaced with 

] adopt previous _

CS

CS

] attached amendment(s)

] adopt Letter of Intent by 

] further referral to th e___

Committee

Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title 

_) [ ] new title
House Bill:

_) [ ] same title
[ ] technical change 
[ ] new: SCR"____

SIGNING DO PASS DP OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS NR DNP AM

A k  m

i A
----------------— --------- - p

T

Co-Chair: A  ( T / L f ) Co-Chair:

C o - C h a f f" Co-Chair:

N E W  F IS C A L  NO TE (S ): P R E V IO U S  F IS C A L  N O T E (S ) :*
Department Date Zero Fiscal

[  ]  A P P R O P R IA T IO N  -  n o  f i s c a l n o te ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



04/01/96 13 :21 ©1907 279 6884 ADMIN ACCOUNTING

F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1996 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS ION
Revision Date:

Title:

BILL NO. SB  3 2 0

Dopt. Affected: Alaska Court System
New superior court judge fo r Dillingham BRU:
____________________________________________ Component:

Trial Courts

Sena te FinanceSponsor
Requestor: Sena te Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 768

l{£] 002 /0 0 3 '

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FT 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND 4 STRUCTURES
GRANTS & CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

201.8 201.8 201.8 201.8 201.8 201.8

2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
23.0

TOTAL OPERATING 226.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8

| CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

jCHANGE IN REVENUEST

Fund S o u r c e ________________________________________ (Thousands ot Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prog;am Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other

226.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8

TOTAL 226.8 203.8 203. a 203.8 203.8 203.3

Estim ate of any curren t year (FY 96) cost: None

Positions
Full-Time 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
Part-Time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page If necessary) 

So9 attached analysis.

✓ O  / I  / / '  --7

Prepared by: C. S. Christensen III, S taff Counsel t 7/A !/.. Phone: 264 -6223

Agency: A laska Court System Date: 04 /01 /96

Approved by:

/  ' / /
A rthu r H. Snowden, II, Adm inistrative D irec to r (<. 7  / V Date: 04 /01/96

Agency: Alaska Court System

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
12:31 fM

Rev 1/96 Page 1 of 2



A laska Court S y stem  
Fiscal A n a lysis  
SB 3 2 0

P erson al S e r v ic e s
Position Salary Benefits la la l

Superio r Court Judge, PFT, 12 months, Dillingham $103,596 $52,795 $156,391
In -C ou rt C le rk /Secre ta ry , range/step 12A, PFT, 12 months, D illingham 31,824 1 3,549  *15,373

Total Personal Services 201,764

04/01/96 13:22 ©1907 279 6884 ADMIN ACCOUNTING      @'003/003

Su p p lies

Office supp lies fo r new positions  2,000

Equipm ent (o n e - lim e  cost)

Desk, chair, filing cabinet and computer equipment for new positions 7,000

Conversion o f public law lib rary to electronic format  16,000

Total Equipment  23,000

Estim ated Total C ost 226 ,7 6 4

Page 2 of 2



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1 9 9 6  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

FISCA L N O T E
B I L L  N O . S B  3 2 0

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

Revision Date:   Department Affected: Administration
Title: "An Act to provide an additional superior court judge at BRU: Public Defender Agency
Dillingham.  Component: Public Defender Agency
Sponsor: Senate Finance Committee
Requestor: Senate Finance_________________________________  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1631

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I I I I I

I CHANGE IN REVENUES f ) I I I I I I I

FUND SOURCE:____________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match 
10C GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
OTHER

55.2 53.7 53.7 53.7 53.7 53.7

TOTAL 55.2 53.7 53.7 53.7 53.7. 53.7

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY 96) cos t: S 0 
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1 1 1
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

See a ttached sheet.

Prepared by: John B. Salemi, Director_______________________________ Phone: (907) 264-4412
Division: Public Defender Agency____________________________________ Date: ________________

Approved by Commissioner: Mark Boyer
Agency: Department of Administration___________________ ;___________  Date:

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office 

Rev: 11/95 Page 1 of._2_
@rt.EG96/e.KP6/l



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 320
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)

Currently the Public Defender office in Dillingham is staffed with one attorney and one legal secretary. While there is a 
significant law enforcement presence in Dillingham, the court system has neither a superior court or district judge at the 
location. Judges travel to Dillingham from Anchorage approximately once a month to handle the calendar. Additionally, 
there is no District Attorney’s office in Dillingham, as it was closed after ten years of operation approximately two years 
ago.

The establishment of a superior court judge position in Dillingham will coincide with the District Attorney’s plan to 
reopen its Dillingham office. With these developments the pace of litigation for Public Defender cases will increase 
dramatically. Rather than preparing each month for a flurry of activity during the trial week (the week the visiting judge 
travels to Dillingham) the cases will be spread out over a much larger time frame. When an entire trial calendar is 
compressed into one week, cases tend to settle out short of trial because of the time crunch. With a local superior court 
judge, and a district attorney presence in the area, there will undoubtedly be more trial activity.

The Dillingham Public Defender office has neither a paralegal nor investigator. It will be necessary to establish a 
paralegal support position to handle the functions of witness coordination, fact gathering and other support trial 
preparation. Even with this added position, it is expected that the Dillingham PD will have fewer resources than its 
complement on the prosecution side.

Without this additional position, the processing of cases will be significantly delayed, creating a backlog for the court 
system. It is especially critical to have this support position in that it is envisioned that the Dillingham Public Defender 
attorney will have expanded travelling responsibilities, to include Naknek, Sand Point, Unalaska and St. Paul Island. 
While the PD staff attorney is off location travelling to these areas, the paralegal will do intake of new cases, to include 
jail interviews, setting up bail hearings and opening/organizing new case files. The paralegal will also have a role with 
respect to the coordination of cases in the travelling calendars aforementioned,

BUDGET ANALYSIS

Paralegal Assistant I 53.7

Personal Services 53.7
Equipment (One Time) 1.5

TOTAL 55.2

@/LEG96/@.KP6/2 Paoe 2 of 2
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F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA BELL NO. SB 32Q
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date; Dept. Affected: Alaska Court System

Title: New superior court judge for Dillingham BRU: Trial Courts
Component:

Sponsor Senate Finance
Requestor: Senate Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 768

Expendltures/Revenuee (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES 201.8 201.8 201.8 201.8 201.8 201.8
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
EQUIPMENT 23.0
LAND 4 STRUCTURES
GRANTS A CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OREFLATING 226.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( j 1

Fund Source (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 226.8 203.8 203.0 203.8 203.8 203.8
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other
TOTAL 226.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8

Estimate of any current year (FY 96) cost: None

Positions
Full-Time 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
Part-Time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page II necessary)

See attached analysis.

y " ) / 7  /s '- *T/

Prepared by. C. S. Christensen III, Staff Counsel 1 m .  (/ Phone: 264-8223
Agency: Alaska Court System '— Date: 04701796

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, II, Administrative Director / f / ' / /  yy yy  v ° at8: 04/01/96
Agency: Alaska Court System_________________________________________________________________________ ^

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
12:31 fM
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Alaska Court System  
Fiscal Analysis 
SB 320

Personal Services
Position Salary Benefits Isla.l

Superior Court Judge, PFT, 12 months, Dillingham $103,596 $52,795 $156,391
In-Court Clerk/Secretary, range/step 12A, PFT, 12 months, Dillingham 31,824 13,549  45,373

Total Personal Services 201,764

0 4 /0 1 /9 6  1 3 :2 2  © 1 9 0 7  279 6884 ADMIN ACCO UNTING............................. ~'@'6'63'/'O03""

Supplies

Office supplies for new positions  2,000 •

Equipment (one-tim e cost)

Desk, chair, filing cabinet and computer equipment for new positions 7,000

Conversion of public law library to electronic format  18.000

Total Equipment  23.000

Estimated Total Cost 226,704



BILL: SB 3 2 0  SHORT TITLE: NEW SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE FOR DILLINGHAM
BILL VERSION:
SPONSOR(S): FINANCE

CURRENT STATUS: (S ) RLS STATUS DATE: 0 4 / 1 5 / 9 6

TITLE: "A n Ac t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  
t h e  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  Di s t r i c t  t o  p r o v i d e  an  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e  a t  
Di l l i n g h a m . "

0 3 /2 9 /9 6 2 9 67 (S ) READ THE FIRST TIME -  REFERRAL(S)
0 3 /2 9 /9 6 2 9 6 8 (S ) JUDICIARY, FINANCE
0 4 /1 1 /9 6 3 1 4 9 (S ) JUD RPT 5DP
0 4 /1 5 /9 6 3 2 4 0 (S ) FIN RPT 6DP 1NR
0 4 /1 5 /9 6 3 2 4 0 (S ) FISCAL NOTE TO JUD & FIN RPTS (COURT)
0 4 /1 5 /9 6 3 2 4 0 <S) REFERRED TO RULES



T O N Y  K N O W L E S , G O V E R N O R

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W P.O. BOX 110300 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B11-0300 
PHONE: (907)465-3600 
FAX: (907)465-2075OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

A pril 1 0 ,1 9 9 6

T he H onorable R ick  H alford  
A la sk a  State Senator  
State C apitol 
Juneau, A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ea r  Senator H alford:

T he D epartm ent o f  L a w  strongly  supports SB  3 2 0 , a b ill w h ich  creates
a n e w  superior court ju d g e  p o sitio n  in  D illingham . W e b e liev e  that creation  o f  this 
ju d g esh ip  is essen tia l to  our ab ility  to  p rovide adequate crim inal ju stice  serv ices  to 
the B risto l B a y  region .

A s y o u  k n o w , i  recen tly  u a v e led  to  D illingham  w ith  D ep u ty  A ttorney
G eneral Laurie O tto and A n ch orage D istr ict A ttorney K en  G oldm an. W h ile  there 
w e  participated in  a p ub lic  m eetin g  and heard m any residents o f  the com m unity  
d iscu ss  their crim inal ju s tic e  n eed s. W e a lso  m et separately w ith  reg ion  leaders, 
including c ity  o ffic ia ls , sc h o o l o ffic ia ls , N a tiv e  leaders, v ic tim s’ ad vo ca tes, and  
p o lic e  o ffic ia ls. From  all w e  heard the sam e m essa ge  - d elivery  o f  crim inal ju stice  
serv ices  b y  th ose  liv in g  ou tsid e  the reg ion  sim p ly  d oes not w ork . A lth ou gh  m o st o f  
our d iscu ssion s revo lv ed  around the n eed  for a resident district attorney, it  is  clear  
that the crim inal ju stic e  n eed s  o f  the com m unity w ill not be m et until there is  a 
resident superior court ju d g e .

F or exam ple , until there is  a  superior court ju d g e , grand ju ries for
fe lo n y  ca ses  arising in  the B risto l B a y  and A leutian  C hain regions m ust b e  
cond ucted  in  A n ch orage , and, b eca u se  the ju d g es  serving this region  liv e  in  
A nch orage, m an y m otion  hearings on  th ese  c a se s  are heard in  A nch orage. T his 
m ean s that the district attorney for the reg ion  m ust spend  a sign ificant am ount o f  
tim e in  A n ch orage handling grand ju ries and m otion  hearings.



The Honorable Rick Halford April 10,1996
Page 2

A lthough  w e  req u ested  in  Septem ber 1995  that w e  b e a llo w ed  to
cond uct grand ju ries o n  B risto l B a y  c a se s  in  D illingham , this request w a s turned  
d ow n  b y  the court sy stem , w h ich  co n clu d ed  “Grand ju ries require m anagem ent b y  a 
Superior Court ju d ge. T hat w ou ld  h ave to  b e  done telep h on ica lly  w h ich  m a y  b e O K  
in  so m e ca ses , but in m o st c a se s  is n o t appropriate. O ur grand ju ries are co n v en ed  
in  areas served  b y  Superior Court ju d g es  w h ich  m akes m anagem ent o f  the grand  
ju ry  that m uch easier .”

T his is  not the o n ly  p rob lem  created  b y  the lack  o f  a Superior Court
ju d g e . B eca u se  the ju d g e  travels to  D illin gh am /N ak n ek  on ly  on e w e e k  a m onth, 
that is the on ly  w e e k  availab le  to  cond uct trials, a  period  o f  tim e that is  w h o lly  
inadequate. The result o f  h av in g  inadequate tim e on  the calendar is  that w e  are 
forced  to enter into p lea  agreem en ts in  order to  avo id  having c a ses  d ism issed  for  
failure to bring a defendant to  trial w ith in  120 days. In  other w ord s, there are c a ses  
that w e  cannot pursue at appropriate le v e ls  b ased  o n  the lim ited  court tim e that is  
currently available.

I k n o w  y o u  share our b e lie f  that protecting the p ub lic through adequate
p rosecu tion  o f  crim inal o ffe n se s  is  a priority for all com m unities in the state. SB  
3 2 0  is an im portant step  forw ard in  fu lly  protecting the c itizen s o f  B risto l B a y  and  
the A leutian  Chain.

P lea se  le t m e  or L aurie O tto  k n o w  i f  yo u  n eed  any additional a ssistan ce

cc: B risto l B a y  T im es
Senator R ob in  T aylor  
Senator L ym an H offm an  
R epresentative Ivan  Ivan  
R epresentative Carl M o se s

in  seek in g  p a ssa g e  o f  th is im portant leg isla tion .

S in cerely  yours,

B r u c e  M . B ote lh o  
A ttorney G eneral
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DILLINGHAM
A L A S K A

4/11/96

Senator Rick Halford 
Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska state Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Halford:

Several weeks ago, 80 to 90 community members met with Bruce 
Botelho, Laurie Otto, and Ken Goldman to air their concerns 
about the need to reestablish the District Attorneys office 
here.

Speaker after speaker expressed their concerns that too many 
Dillingham cases were being dismissed by the Anchorage 
District Attorney's office. They stated that this practice 
does net send the right message because there is little 
threat of punishment and no incentive to mend ones ways.

Mr. Goldman suggested that the high dismissal rate was 
caused by improperly prepared cases. This was quite a 
surprise because we have seen nothing to date to support 
this contention. I suspect the truth in the matter lies 
elsewhere. When the District Attorney comes to town, he is 
extremely busy and very cognizant of airline schedules so he 
can get back to Anchorage for the weekend.

We mean no disrespect for the Anchorage office because I am 
sure they are overloaded with work and short on funding. 
However, the impact of not having local prosecutors and 
judges will be magnified in future felony cares because 
there case dismissal are sending the wrong message.

141 M ain Street * P.O. Box 889 ■ D illingham , Alaaka 99576 
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while the community's original intention were to ask for 
reinstatement of the District Attorney's office here/ Mr. 
Botelho suggested that justice would be better served to ask 
for a Superior Court judge and this would automatically 
require a resident District Attorney. I might add that our 
courthouse had an office designated for a Superior Court 
Judge some fifteen years ago but it was never occupied.

In the meantime, the population and crime level has 
significantly increased.

We are pleased to note that Mr. Botelho's office is 
supporting your bill SB320 and are gratified that you have 
taken the time to listen to us. This effort will not only 
have a beneficial impact on Dillingham but, on all of the 
communities in Southwestern Alaska.

Thank you again.

coo® H V E D K m id d O M IO leoszmofl® 8c:t-i oe/TT/t-o
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SENATE CQMMTJ .<E*»ORT 

First Committee of Referral

Date of 5-Day Notice: ci~  ?> -  ?(r DATE TURNED
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) INTO OFFICE: ^  ~ IQ  ‘■C

The Judiciary Committee considered SB 320

Increasing the number of superior court judges designated for the Third Judicial District to provide 
an additional superior court judge at Dillingham.

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with CS

( ] adopt p rev io u s  C S__

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by _ 

[ ] further referral to the___

. Committee 

Committee

Senate Bill: 
[■̂ t̂ Same title 
[ ] new title 

House Bill:
[ ] same title 
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR"___

DATE: 3/29/96

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department_____________ Date Zero Fiscal

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*

[ ] APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal note ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor's bill
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SENa TE FINANCE COMMITTED r e p o r t

D A TE: A /ffl9 6  D A TE T U R N E D  INTO O F F IC E :

T h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m it te e  c o n s i d e r e d  S E N A T E  BILL NO. 3 2 0  

In c re a s in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r io r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  d e s i g n a t e d  fo r  t h e  T h ird  Ju d ic ia l  D is tric t to  p ro v id e  
a n  a d d i t io n a l  s u p e r io r  c o u r t  j u d g e  a t  D illingham .

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous

CS

CS

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter o f Intent by 

[ ] further referral to th e___

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title 

) [ ] new title 
House Bill:

J  [ ] same title
[ j technical change 
[ ] new: SCR"____

Committee

Committee
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