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March 21. 1>%

Ihe Honorable Drue Pearce
President of the Senate
Alaskr. State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau. AK 90S(»|-1182

Dear President Pearce

| ndcr the authonrx of an [lI. see 18. of the Alaska Constitution. | am transmitting a bill
to update the stair's tuberculosis control program to ensure that our statutes expressly
recognize constitutional requirements when thr state must order a person involuntarily
detained or confined for essential medical testing or treatment or to protect the public
health The bill also makes miscellaneous amendments lo recognize new developments in
%h% fielol and to improve the reporting requirements for a ease involving a person with
uberculosis

Tuberculosis t still a serious public health problem in Alaska Tuberculosis is a disease
that can be spread through fairly routine contact such as coughing tn a confined, crowded
area In I'*>4 tuberculosis was diagnosed in several outbreaks in rural villages in Alaska
Tuberculous can be successfully treated, but .he treatment requires a patient to take
medication for six months to T4 months Since some patients face lifestyle problems that
make it difficult fot that patient to voluntarily succcssfullv complete the entire course of
treatment or to isolate themselves Jrom the public to protect the public health it :s
sometimes necessary for orders to be issued and enforced to ensure that the patient is
following the treatment plan or is isolated from the public If treatment is prematurely
abandoned, a patient s tuberculosis can become more resistant to treatment and place the
public at risk of catching an even more difficult form of this disease in the fututc

Die state s tuberculosis control program and involuntary detention 'aw» should he revised
to explicitly recognize constitutional safeguards requited in order to quicklv respond to
tuberculosis incidents and lo detain or confine a person if that person is unable or

unw illmg to undergo treatment and is a threat lo the public health While thr Department
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of Health and Social Services anticipates that the involuntary detention and commitment
provisions in the bill will be used only rarely because most people will voluntarily take
treatment and use safeguards when advised by a medical professional, the bill is
necessan to allow a system to be in place to respond quickly in a crisis situation

| urge vour support of this bill in response to an important public health issue

Sincerclv.

Governor
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