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SENATE BILL NO. 134
IN THE LEGISI.\TURE OF THE STATU OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - HRST SESSION

B\ SENATOR KEIA.Y

InlIndwn): V| 7fir5
Kefrrm f: IIF.S. UN

A BILL

FOR AN ACT KNTTTILED

1 "An Act establishing an rndossnnnt for the Robert B. Atwood journalism chair

2

[F%]

=~

=

10
11
12

13

14

at the University of Alaska Anchomne; and providing for an rfrccthe date.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISIATIRE OF THE STATE OK AIASKA:

o Section . as 1440 is amended by addirij: a new section to read

See 1440 2W. ENDOWMENT FOR JOURNALISM o* The lburd of
Regents shall establish an endowment Ef the R<dvrt Il Atwood Chair <f Journalism
at the | uscrsny of Alaska Anchorage Ihc endowment challconsist of appropriation*
that *ha | be matched with contribution* from other sources The endowment dull be
manage | a* a perpetual trust Ihe income of the endowment shall \< uved to pa\ the
salars ;nd related ccpense* of the peivsn appointed umlcr 1b> of this section
teachinj in the field ol journalism

»b) The chancellor of die C'niscrvtt) of Atoka Anchorage shall appoint a

person *ho is distinguished in i*nc »« rti He print «¢ broadcast disciplines to be paid

Irom its* income of the ctkloumcnt established under tat of this section .he tenure

SnoIMA o|* Sh IM
c-«; -fvtrf.iogj ivtixrrr rr»r pkltrrtr
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and ihc dutrs of the appointee shall he established hy an agreement bctueen toe
chancellor of the University of Alaska Anchorage and the Atuood Foundation.
» See. 2. This Act takes effect July 1. 1995,
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DATE: April 26. 1995

TO: Senator Halford, Co-Chairman
Senator Frank. Co-Chairman
Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Senator Tim Kelly. Chairman
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee

RE: Request for lleiiring on SB 134

lam writing to request a committee hearing on SB 134 at your earliest
convenience.

SB 134 was introduced to establish an endowment chair for the Robert B.
Atwood Journalism Chair at the University of Alaska Anchorage. lhis
legislation would provide a mechanism for both public and private entities to
match funds from Mr. Atwood to permanently endow the journalism chair.

| would urge your committee to bear this bill as soon as your schedule will
allow. Back-up material is attached for use by your committee.

Should you have any questions about SB 134, do not hesitate to contact
Sherman in* my office at extension 3844. Thank you for your time and
cooperation in this matter.
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PRESS RELEASE For More Information Contact

For Immediate Release Josh Fink at 465*334*1
Friday, March 17,1995

Rill to Endow Robert B. Atwood loiurulbm.Chair Introduced inilic. Sjmau:

Senator Tim Kellv (R-EAST ANCHORAGE) introduced legislation today to establish n
endowment for the Robert B. Atwood Journalism Chair at the University of Alaska
Anchorage. This legislation, SB 1341, would provide a mechanism for both public and
private entities to match funds from Mr. Atwood to permanently endow the journalism

chair

This nationally recognized Chair has been funded for the past 15 years through
contributions by Robert 11 Atwood, former publisher of the Anchorage Time's His
personal donations total SI1.3 million dollars Mr. Atwood has committed an additional
$500,(XX) if this legislation goes through. ' Legislative support of this Chair is an
innovative approach to private and public partnership. Hopefully, wid Sen. Tim Kelly
"this partnership will prove a challenging model for the private sector in Alaska to
develop future professorships.* While the \ hair has existed for fifteen jears, it has never
been endowed. With this legislation the funds would be held in a perpetual trust to
permanently fund this Chair

The Journalism Chair was established to improve the standards in print and broadcast
journalism in Alaska. Prestigious journalists have been able to teach in Alaska and share
their practical and real-life experiences with students. "Many students have benefited not
only from the academic experience this Chair offers, but also from the industry contacts
such Chairs have.” said Sen Kelly Atwood professors also offer professional workshops
and other community outreach.

The Atwood Chair is an integral part of the UAA Journalism and Public Communications
program, one of only 90 programs nationwide that are nationally accredited and meet
national standards in mass communication

Senate Bill 131 was referred to the Health, Education and Social Services Committee and
then the Senate Finance Committee
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Professional Advisory Council
Sen’ing AIY/
The University of Alaska Anchorage
Department of Journalism and Public Communications

March |1, 1995

Dear Anchorage Caucus Member,

ublic/Private partnen.hl and "budget discipline” are on everyone's
I| stﬁese& ﬁ/ %\/ pal {<e tot you att))ou al yegr success story tnat
represents the best ot bot

The Robert H Atwood ChaLrof Jeurnahsm e1t th%yr)lversﬂ of Alaskzh
chora%e [epre sents the very kind 0 successH upl gvat partnership
that can help'Alaska maximize Its education dollars in the future.

Kobcrt B. Atwood has funded this natlonixl r¥ [eco nlz dchalrfor the
ﬁ]ast 15 years wit gersonal contnPutlo s tot m| lon. hrough
|sgener03|t re tigl0 Aourna sts om aroundthe chountry have taught
such COLirses ]9 dvanced réporting and ethics at UAA, sharing’their
raatlca real- XAper nces redl trainin or real obs tawalt
?es NOW. students have won nu ous N tlon ors and

|rectybene Ited from Industrial contacts un erthe Atwoo air's
mentorships.

Mr. Atwood lus now \Eled ed an addltlonﬁl $e5n0 0000 to match a

Ll sl i gt vk o o
anate monye million I’ state ?@ngs could1 B aystatewde model fo
other educatlonal partnerships.

We know this is a lough year—which Js exactly why we ho
su é)ort the ?Nn -term coﬂ n¥|cw saom o}aonet 20 ropraton to fund
[P rmanent posmon ?See UA Capltal Budget, pp. 1 )D

sl S M -
Fg X (!o[ et%erthec air s{l]my ggr not. n1gh|s
1S'bu getd|SC|p||ne al Its best.

acu smontatW|I| be nee

But this.golden opp rtunlty s also fleeting, Mr. Atwpod has quiet]
el BEp R R e TS T
rudent and timely appropriation. Please teel free t Im 2013051 If
you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Su/ alrflighlingale. ( luir

A v N t IT«x«V4to o ( I’JlV U pro*»w e *VSr*..0,
¢ hjoiladt Ft «J i <« k*LAUUa



Fact Sheet and Background Information

A Public/Private Partnership That Will
Endow The Atwood Chair In Journalism

The University of Alaska Regents have approved a request to the legislature for $1
million in the FY95 UA Capital budget to match contributions from other sources to
endow the Atwood Chair of Journalism at UAA

» Legislative support of this one-time expenditure offers an opportunity to initiato
Innovative fiscal responsibility through public and private partnership
during a year of declining revenues.

 This nationally recognized chair in journalism has successfully operated for the past
15 years through annual contributions by Robert B. Atwood. His personal donations
total $1.3 million. Mr. Atwood has now committed an additional $500,000 towards
making this prestigious chair permanent. That would bring his total contribution to
nearly $2 million.

» This melding of private and public money will establish the existing Chair in
Journalism in the Department of Journalism and Public Communications (JPC) at UAA
as a permanent self support faculty position.

* As the first endowed chair financed by private and public money, it will be an
excellent model to challenge the private sector in A'aska to support future
profossorships that will also create pockets of excellence within the university system.

» The Chair was established to improve the standards of the people in print and
broadcast journalism in Alaska. It is a teaching professorship that carries a regular,
heavy teaching load. In addition, the professor works with the media and is available
as a resource for community needs.

* The Chair is part of the UAA-JPC program, one of oty 90 programs that qualify
nationally for accreditation and are designated as meeting national standards in mass
communication.

» There are 200 students currently enrolled in UAA's JPC program which graduates
between 30 and 45 students each year. The Alaska job market for these students
Includes newspapers, magazinos. radio and television stations, video and audio
production firms, public relations departments and advertising agencies. A
conservative estimate is that 500 jobs tum over annually in the job market. A
substantial numbor of these positions aro entry level.

* TTg students and alumni ol the JPC program, the empioyors who hire the graduates,
and the JPC Professional Advisory Council Wkongly endorse the proposed matching
fund endowment for tho Atwood Chair of Journalism.

The Chair is a proven entity that has boon funded annually for 15 yean* by Mr. Atwood

tUij}cwtima-LQJindQttjniLchaiLa[xLsuvQQa.mlYataJuadS-WilLmQQt}sibl!Liisaj2(
publl£junda.

ty v o UAA Journ«feom & Ptfte Co/mxr PtoUmoa*" AcV*o<y CowocH. Swxvi Q**



Where some of the Graduates are Working eee

Alaska

Anchorage:

PRINT JOURNALISM

Alaska JournalofCommerce:

Anchorage Daily News:

Associated Press:

Alaska Magadne:
Fairbanks
Kodiak

Palmcr-Wasilla

Seward

Mike Hauslcr, art director

Asta Corley, editorial assistant

Dannx,MarIm, s?orts reporter _ _

Kim Rich, reporter and author of sohnny's ¢ irl, published in 1993
SKlm also is completing her Misters degree at the Columbia School of
ournalism. New York%

Bill Roth, photographer

Linda Sicscrs. food editor

Donna Lindsay, administrative assistant
Paula Story, student, campus correspondent

Ken Marsh. *Outdoor’ editor
Eric Troycr, reporter, Fairbanks Daily News

Andrew Hall, managing editor. kodiak Daily M irror
Amy Willis, advertising manager. kodiak Daily M irror

Sharun McBride, reporter. The Frontiersman
Karen Montoya, reporter. the Frontiersm an

David Collins, managing editor, seward rhoenix Log

The A aska Newspapers. Inc. (Serving Bethel, Dutch Harbor. Valdez. Cordova. Seward and

Kotzclue)

0t of slate
California

Europe

P.ofida

Richard Shaw, copy editor and prodocuoo specialist

David Sing%/kc. copy editor
John Woodbury, asSociate editor

Bnan Donahue, copy editor.7Thr orange County Register
Heidi Hradncr. freelance photographer covering Russia and the

other countries that once made up the USSR for major U.S.
newspapers and magazines

Gail Bound, police reporter. penuxola News Journals



Michigan Patricia Kimbrough, feature whicr.Grand Rapids Gazette

New Jersey Steve Pilkington. reporter,Camden Courier-Post

Washington D.C. Henry Dunbar, copy cdilor.Was/ung/ott Post

Anchorage:

KBYR-AM/KNIK-FM:

KFQD-AM/KWHL-FMr

KIMO-TV:

KSKA-FM:

KTBY-TV:

KTUU-TV:

KTVATV:

KYES-TV

BROADCASTING

Joylcnc Bunde, news

Stephanie Sobczyk. advertising sales
Jennifer Wicland. advertising sales
Ltsa Mounds, reporter

Ron Solstad, production assistant
Connie Graffts. program producer
Tnll Gates Webster. producer

Carlov Abalo, production assistant
Shane Southu ick. cameraman

Tim Thompson, producer

Eileen Floyd, reporter (on air)

JoDcc Kenney, news reporter (on air)
Jeff Turner, news producer (graduating senior)

Eric Wold, cirr.c aman

I-aura PKTJtrclh. production
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U niversity of A laska Anchoraoe
OflFlc« of the Chancellor

April 25, 199

T0. Senator Steve Frank _
Co-chair, Senate Finance Committee

Senator Rick Halford
Co-chair, Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Eﬂward Lee Q0
Chancellor

SUBJECT: SBIM-An Act to Establish the Atwood Chair of Journalism

SB 134 hat been passed by the HESS Committee and is now ready for review by the Finance
Committee. We would appreciate this bill bemg scheduled for a hearing as soon as powiblo
and an.opportqnlt(y) Prowded for testimony by teleconference through Ihc Anchorage
Legislative Affair* Office. It is my understanding that Senator Tim Kelly may have already
requested a hearing.

To helpyou and your committee members better assess the value of this bill Tam enclosing
the attached materials and request that they be included in the hill (He.

We are twaro of tho very real budget ooostraints the slate faces thisyear. This may create
concern about the amount of Ihc appropriation. In order to move the bill forward we would
be wiiliag to dncuss a reduced amount. This docs not change the total amount of tI million
along with Mr. Atwood's 15 million required to endow the chair, Wc arc making a
proposal to the Anchorage legislator* for a portion of the appropriation. Please know wo
are very serious about making this endowed chair a reality.

This chair Is supported by:

. The Regents,

«  Some 279 graduates and 200 current JPC majors, ail who value the tremendous
benefits of Atwood professors,

»  The Alaska media who find our program a rich source for well-trained employees
who understand the state.

Yea, this is a year of belt tightening. But SB 134 provides a fiscally responsible way for using
the state's limited resources. In the loog term it saves money while preserving an
enhancing a pocket of excellence for Alaska. We erge your committee to imest the money
once and reap the benefits of providing jobs for Ahnkam in aa expanding market without
additional cost in the future.

keb
attachments

(W) 1f*:07 - TAX item 7t*4tu



SB 134

Request for Matching Funds to Endow the
Atwood Chair of Journalism
at the University of Alaska Anchorage

The University of Alaska Anchorage  requesting 1 0ne-time 51 million appropriation in the
FY95 UA Capital Budget to match alicady committed private money that will endow die Atwoo<]

Chair ot Journalism

» 13MW5capita! request matches a commitment of an additional S1/2 million made by Robert B.
Atwood towards making the Atwood Chair of Journalism permanent. Since 1980 lie has
funded the Chair at UAA with annual grants totaling more than SI 2 million. The latest S1/2
million will bring his total contribution tn SI.7 million.

e This tundmg by private and public money will establish die existing Chair in Journalism in
the Department of Journalism and Public Communications JPC) as a permanent self-

supporting faculty position

e The Journalism Chair is a revolving chair that artraces a new nationally known journalist
every tnc or two years Tins expert provides a fresh perspective for students and regular
faculty and renews department energy

e The Journalism Chair is a (caching professorship which carries a regular, heavy teaching
load In addition, the professor works with the professional communications community and

is available as d resource for community needs.

« TVre arc 250 students currently enrolled in the JPC program which graduates between 30
and -J0 students each year The Alaska job market for these students includes new spapcrs.
magazines. radio and television stations, video and audio production firms, gubllc relations
departments and advertising agencies. A conservative estimate is that 500 jobs tum over
annually in die job market A substantial number of these positions are entry’ level.

* The Journalism and Public Communications Department is one of only 90 out of 360 to
qualify as a nationally accredited program in mxvs communications. In two years it will come
under intense scrutiny as it undergoes the reaccrediution process Permanent establishment
of die Chau will lend the department great credibility and prestige at a critical 1 me.

« Distinguished professorship and chairs are used at major universities xs a fiscally viable way
to create pockets of excellence They attract distinguished faculty with national
reputations to work with students and regular faculty” As the first endowed chair financed by
private anJ public money, it will tie an excellent model to challenge the private sector in
Alaska to support future professorships

o The JI*C Professional Adv ivory Council strongly endorses die proposed matching fund
endowment for the Atwood Chair of Journalism™ This Council, composed of Alaska
Brofe_ssmnals in the communications field, has monitored and assisted the Journalism and

ublic Communications program since 1981 when the Chancellor established it as advisory
to hut The members arc actively working with Chancellor Doruld Bchtcod and die JPC

faculty to make the Chat: permanent

» State legislatures are increasingly establishing cham for distinguished professors by
challenging pnvatr donors to mauh state funds The Oiau is a proven entity dial hxv been
funded annually by Mr Atwood It has a successful thirteen year track rcvord /r 11 run* nme¢
hundow th( Chair aminuikt n

U* mw liuo x*JISX'ls ( Aduh><i C'W tl
Stum Siih«riV.(lud 1991
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Professional Advisory Council
Serving

The University of Alaska Anchorage
Department of Journalism and Public Communications

March 11. 1995

Dear Anchorage Caucus Member,

Public/Private partnerships and budget discipline” are on everyone's
lips these days. We’d like to tell you about a 15-ycar success story that

represents the best of both.

The Robert 3. Atwood Chair of journalism at the University of Alaska
Anchorage represents the very kind of successful public/private partnership
that can help Alaska maxim /c its education dollars in the future.

Robert 3. Atwood has funded this nationally recognized chair for the
past 15 yean with personal contributions totaling S1.3 million. Through
this generosity, prestigious journalists from around the country have taught
such courses as advanced reporting and ethics at UAA. sharing their
practical, real-life experiences—real training for real jobs that await
graduates now. UAA students have won numerous national honors and
directly benefited from .ndustrial contacts under the Atwood Chair's

mcntorships.

Mr. Atwood has now pledged an additional S500.000 to match a
S| million state capital appropriation that would endow the chair
permanently. Such an advantageous agreement—nearly S2 million in
private money for SI million In state funds-could be a statewide model for

other educational partnerships.

Wc know this is a tough year-which is exactly why wc hope you
support the long term economic wisdom of a one time appropriation to fund
a permanent position (Sec UA Capital Budget, pp. 11. 12.)

In 10 yean, the chalr will pay for itscif-at no further cost to the
university nor the state. It will. In fact, save the state money by providing a
faculty position that will be needed whether the chair is funded or not. This

Is'budget discipline* at its best.

Rut this golden opportunity Is also fleeting. Mr Atwood has quietly
supported this program for 15 years, but he believes- and wc agrcc-i: is
time for the state to match his commitment. Wc ask your support for this
prudent and timely appropriation Please feel free to call me al 274-315*1 i

you have any further questions.
Sincerely.

« [IrU-y-XZj*- <C
Sumrt Nightingale, Chair

mw *iufida Cv*-.- i me|H.-s fcViy,,.| a*

Ad.l.jCH
Jliw e «pj CwiS <4to KoVt »tml A*U t



DISTINGUISHED JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE HELD
THE ATWOOD CHAIR OFJOURNALISM

Eight distinguished journalists have held the Atwood Chair of Journalism at the
University of Alaska Anchorage:

1980*1981  Cleve Mathews, former foreign correspondent and Washington news
desk editor for the Neto York Times. Mathews retired in 1991 as a professor at the
S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communication, Syracuse University.

19811982  Mort Stern, former managing editor and editorial page editor of the
Denver Tost and a Nieman Fellow. He served .is dean of the School of Journalism
and Mass Communication at the Universities of Colorado and Alabama. He retired
in 1991 as director of the Department of Journalism at the University of Northern

Colorado.

1981-198-1  II. Dale Davis, former executive editor and vce gresident for
communications of the Philadelphia Bulletin. He retired in 1990 as publisher of the
Santa Barbara Ncurs-Press, owned by the New York Times Company.

198-1*1986 ~ Wallace W. Alien, former associate executive editor of the
Minneapolis Tribune where he worked for 31 years, movmfg from copy editor to
associate editor. Allen directed the redesign of the pages of the Tribuné and wrote
A Design for "sews as a guide to newspaper design.

1986*1987  Richard D. Smyscr, former editor of the Oak Rtdger, at Oak Rld_Pe,
Tennessee, a position he'd held from the founding of the papér in 1949 until” 1989.
He served as president and board member of the American Society of Newspaper
Editors and the Associated Press Mana mg Editors Association. He later taught as a
visiting professor at the University of Nebraska and Pennsylvania State University.

1987*1989  John Strohmcycr, former editor and vice president of the Bethlehem
Globc-Titnes and a Nieman Fellow. He won the Pulitzer Prize for editorial writing
in 1972, lle is currently Writer-In-Residence at UAA and is completing a book on
the impact of the oil money on Alaska.

1989+1901  RoDert E. Rhodes, former executive editor of the Caller Times in
Corpus Christi, Texas. A newspaper man for 39 years, he served as Washington
bureau chief for Neu*$dav ~ He was Floremde_nt of the Associated Press Managing
Eghtsogg Association and a Gannett Professional in Residence at the University of

1991*1993  James 1). Atwater, former dean of the University of Missouri School of
Journalism, and currently on leave from his professorship in"the school He served
on the staff of Time as a correspondent and writer, and as senior editor of the World
and Nation Mxtions He also was a senior editor for the The S*ituiau 1.tvanitr \t>t,
and a European correspondent for The Header's thirst
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