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SEN I'E FINANCE COMMITTEl .~EPORT 

• ' I • 
DATE: 4/25/95 FURTHER: 

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE: _ __;;;;_5_-_~_--L..f"""""~;..__ 

The Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 115 

Establish t 
involving SB 115 UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPP08T ACT ~~fn ~~~ 
Procedure 79 and 82; efd. 

and recommends: Senate Bill: 

( 
r-. ~ ) I I same ci1lc 

. r::L!:L lvf new title r .A be replaced with -- cs .s e // s:= 
House Oill: 

r I adopt previous __ cs _. - ------------> r I same title 
r J technical change 

[ I attached amcndment(s) I I new: SCR~ __ 

f ~opt Lc11cr of Intent by~ .:;z:;;;,c?~ommiuee 
f J further rt:fcrml to the - -------- Committee: 

DP QTllER RECOMMENDA'f'IONS NR DNP AM 

Cn-Chair: 

Co-Chair: 

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S}: PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):• 
Ol.:p:i.nmcnt Dn1.e Zero FiSC.'.11 Dcpanmcm D:uc Zero Fil'cul 
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Alaska State Senate 
Senate Finance Committee 

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
LETTER OF INTENT 

TO ACCOMPANY CSSB 115 (FIN> 

~ rail S1op J ftJI J 

S1n1<· cnp11n1 
.IU11CJll .. \I(. .;f\Cl !JD8< >H18:.! 

I ·r IS THE INTENT OF THE LEGISLATURE TtiAT TH E CHI LO SUPPORT 

ENFORCEMENT DIVISION ORGANIZE ITS PERSONNEL I N A WAY WHICH WILL 

ENSURE THAT THE PERSONNEL WHO DEAL WI TH OBLIGORS WHO ARE NOT 

DELINQUENT OR IN ARREARS ARE NOT THE SAME PERSONNEL WHO DEAL WITH 

OBLIGOP.~ WHO ARE DELINQUENT OR IN ARREARS . 
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FISCAL NOTES 

SB 115 - UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT 

No. Dept. Date Amount 

1. DO Law 3/03/95 0 

2. DOR 3/03/95 0 170.0 rev. 

3 . DC&RA 3/03/95 0 

4. DH&SS (AFDC) 3/03/95 0 
Shows GF/PR of 170.0 
for offset of 170.0 
GF Match. 

SFC, 4/ 25/95 



. . No. 
FISCAL NOTE 

Dill Version: 5/!J J /5 STATE OF ALASKA 
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

BfLL N• 

(5) Publish D~ 3/7/15 
Revision Date: 
nuo: 

________________ Oopl. Alfoclod: llullh and Social Scrvlcca 

Unlfo1 m ln1erat.1le Pamlly Support Act BAU: A11i1ta ncc r.11menh 
______________________ componenl: :..:.A.:...l'""'U""'C __________ _ 

Ruic• Spon1or. 
Roquestor. ..:.;0.-,o"""vc:;.;.r""'n""or'------------- COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 120 

Exeonditures/Rovenuos: (Thousands ol OoU11rsL 
OPERATING FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 I FYOO FY01 
PERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.6 0.0 0.0 
TRAVEL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
CONTRACTUAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
EQUIPMENT 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
LANO & STRUCTURES 0.0 0.0 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
MISCELLANEOUS I 
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

[CAfijtAL EXPENDlllJRES 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 I 

~[~CH~A~N~G~E0~S~IN'-'--'-'R=EV~E~N=U~E.S~~~--'~~~~O_..._~~---"O~l~~~~O ~I ~~---O~j~~~O~l..__~_QJ 

FUND SOURCE IThO uUndl of Dollar\) 
t 002 fedorar Re<:O!Dt~ 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 
IOOJ OF Maleh 1170.0l 1340.01 1340.0I 1340.0ll {340.0) 1340.0) 
1 00~ GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 0.0 
1005 GF/P1ou111m Rocl)jprs 170.0 340.0- 340.0 340.0 . 340.0 340.0 
1006 Gf/MHTIA 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 O.Ol 0 0 
Olhor 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 I 0.0 1 0.0 
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 1 o.q] 
POSITIONS: 

f FULL- TIM!: I 0 I 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 
1 PART-TIME I 0 j 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 

TE ... Pef1ARV I 0 0 1 0 1 c 0 0 

EsUm;alo ol ;any currant you (FY95) COii ; S NONE 

ANALYSIS: (Anach a separate page If necessary) 

The Chlld Support Enforcement Division projects incrcasod collectlons on behalf of AFDC children to result from this legislation. 
This analysis Is based on CSED's projections in tholr fiscnl note on this lo9rs1 at1on. 

Fifty percent ol child support collected on behalf of AFDC chdd1en Is retained by tho stnto. These 1evenues are uansfeued a.s 
GF Program Receipts to Ille AFDC component of the Assistance Payments 8RU. Theso GF Program Receipts aJe used In place 
of GF Match funds. 

AQtnt't ~m•nl nl llnhll S;; Socu l Strv1e u_ 

Phono: '~s - :610 .----­
D11to: - Jfi/ ~ 
Coto. 

PREPARER TO PROVIDE AU DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
For funher diSUlbutJon lnfo1mntlon cwl lho Govornor·~ Logl&IOINO Otflco 

Pogo 1 of ~I 



. . 
STATE OF ALASKA 
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION FISCAL NOTE 

~ No. .J - ----
Bill Ve;sion: 

<S) Publish Du te: 

Revision Date: 3/3/95 Dept. Affected: Community & Regional Affairs 
Tille: An Act relating 10 the establishment. BRU: _n_o_ne;.._ ________ _ 

modification, and enforcement of Component none 
~---""----------- ~---------~ support orders ... 

Sponsor: Governor 
Requestor: Governor 

Expenditures/Revenues: 
OPERATING 

PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL 
CONTRACTUAi 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LAND & STRUCTURES 
GRANTS. CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS 
TOTAL OPERATING 

CAPITAL 

I REVENUE FUND SOURCE: 

FUNDING: 
1002 Fcderol Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1006 GFIMHTIA 
Other 
TOTAL 

POSITIONS: 

r ULL·TIME 
P/\RT·TIME 
TEMPORARY 

FY96 FY97 

0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 

0.0 o.o 

There as no fisc::it impact on OCRA from this bill. 

Prepa1ed b : Remond Henderson. Director 

Approved by Comml:ss1oncr: 

/.gency· Community & Rcglonul Alfolrs 

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(Thousands of Dollars) 
FY 98 FY99 FYOO FY01 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Phone: 465-4708 

Oare 3/3195 

DiltC 313195 

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL OISTRlllUllON COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISl.J\TTVE Of'FICE 
ror further di:st11bution lnfom1otron coll tho Governor':; Log1sln11vo Olfico 

Page 1 of 



FISCAL NOTE r !o. c9..... 
STATE OF ALASKA 

1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Revision Date: --------------­
Title: Uniform Interstate Support Act (UIFSA) 

Sponsor: ~R=u=le-=-s _____ _________ _ 

Requestor: ..=G;.:;o..:..;ve~r.;..;..no~r-------------

·. 
Bill Ver.sion: ~LL_ 5 
(S) Publish Date: ~?195 

Department Affected: i..;R~ev;.;:e""'n=ue=-----------­
BRU: Child Support Enforcement Division 
Component: Child Support Enforcement Division 

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. _1-'-1-'-1 _________ _ 

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) 

I OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 
I PERSONAL SERVICES 
I TRAVEL 
I CONTRACTUAL 

SUPPLIES 
I EQUIPMENT I LAND & STRUCTURES 

GRANTS, CLAIMS 
I MISCELLANEOUS 
i TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 

I CHANGE IN REVENUES C 170.0 340.0 340.0 

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands of Dollars) i 1002 Federal Receipts 
1003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Progrnm Receipts 
1006 GF/MHTIA 
OTHER 
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Estimate of any current year (FY 95) cost: s_o_.o ___ _ 
POSITIONS: 

lill
FULL·TIME 
PART-TIME 
TEM?ORAAY 

ANALYSIS: (Allnch 11 separare page Ir necessary.) 

FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 

0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.0 00 

340.0 340.0 3400 

0.0 oo 0 0 

ti I FSA t1pplics t o thoac nctions relating to cstnblishmcnt , modificnt ion, oncl enforcement of support orders ond the 
dctcrminin1~ of pnrcntngc in situnt.i ons where Lhe part ies reside in more th un one state. The pussngc of this bill 
will improve sc rvicc lo ct1!ic parties involved in inlcrstntc: enforcement. of child &upport orders by clnnfymg winch 
'4latc hus j urisdiction. It. nuthorizP.s thc mov"mcnt ton one order system for chi ld support obli ~Cl tions thnt is 
honored by illl :Harns which pnss UIFSA, UlFSA reduces ngcncy rl"sµonsc time in soma nroas in nn effort. tr, 
provide support collections sooner. AFDC collect.ions will lP increoscd uy $680,000 pl•r y11.1 r of which the :Hate 

rt>t:ii ns 50% or $340,000. incc the effective cJotc of thu h:brislntion in .Jitnun ry, 199G it would i:rovidt• only 
$170.000 fo r that. fi scnl ycnr. 

P~opnred by: Glendn S1rauba Phone 269·G801 
01111~100: Child Su 11 Enlorcomont On11J: Mnrch 3, 19!)5. _ _________ _ 

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO aovenNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
For funllot dl!ltnbuuon mrormauon. cntl tho Oovornol's Le91,1n1lvo Olhcu 

Rev 01ros Paqo ....L. or __!_ 



, . No. / 

Bill Version: SB Lf 5 
(S) Publish Dure:~/ Z-/--15--

FISCAL NOTE 
STA TE OF AL,\ SJ-.:A Bii 
1995 LEG ISLA Tl VF. SESSION r / 
Revision Date: Dept . Affected : Department of Law 
Ti tle: -.. -.. -.e-s-ta_b_li_s-hm- e-nt-.-m-o-d-if,.,...ic-a-t1_o_n-. -an_d.,...e- n"""t-o-rc_e_m_e_n_t _BRU: ------L-eg..._a....,.l....,S_e..;..rv'""'1c'-e'"'"s-----

'lf suoport orders ... in situations involving more than one state ... " Component: Operations ......_..;...;..;.;..:;;...;_......_......_ __ _....._......_ .......... ____ __. _ _....._......_......_ __ ......_......___ __ ____ __..._......_......_ _____ _ 
Sponsor: 1ules by Request of the Governor 
Requester: Off ice of the Governor/OMS 

Expenditures/Revenues 

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(Thousands of Dollars) 

0093 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVtL 
CONTRACTUAL 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LAND & STRUCTURES 
GRANTS. CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS 
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

jCHANGE IN REVENUES 
I 

I 

FUND SOURCE !Thousands of Dollars) 
• 002 Federal Receipts 
· 003 GF Match 
: 004 GF 
· 005 GF/Program Receipts ·-• 006 GF/MHTIA I 
Jthcr 

I TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Estimate of any cur ront yoar IFY951 cost : s 

?OSITIONS 
;:uLL·TIME 
?ART·TIME 
-EM PORA RY 

0.0 

~NAL YSIS: (Attach o separate pago 1f necP.ssary) 

0.0 ------
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

This bi ll ropool~ tho Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Ac t (URESAI. under AS 25.25. nnd 

·eolaccs it with o now uni form Act known as the Uni form Interstate F.:inuly Support A ct IUIFSA). First adopted 

ov tho Notionol Conf c rcnco o f Commissioners on Uniform Stall! Laws in 1992. the new Act has already been 

•Jni:lctod by 2 1 :>to tes, and 11 may be introduced in ns many os e19ht srntos this yeor, including Alaska . 

Tho Uni form lntorstato Family Support Act was drofted to update USERA. UIFSA . llktl USERA. Jppllas to 

·noso actions rol:itmo :o the establ ishment. modifico11on, :rnd on!orcemcnt or support orders and tho 

~etorminat1on of parcn togo in s1tunt1ons 1n which tho port1es reside 1n moro than ono stato. 

A 111n1or fcoture o r L'IFSA is that i t does not roQuire reciproci ty o f lows botwoon st<ttes in order 10 1ako 

~c1 1on under it s provisions. Tho now Act also contains i ts own lono·orrn 1uusd1ct1on provision providing the 

t1omo stoi c or ti supported family the maximum poss1blo oppo11untty to socuro pt1rsonol 1uris1dic11on over an 

Jbstlnt poront. 

Tho bill prnmotos. to tho exlOnt poss1blo. the prormso al con11nuino o.<clus1vo 1urisdlct1on over support 

orders . Undor thc,IO\"f os 11 oxis~ under URESA. multiple ordors for ch1lc1 support o ften ro:Jult. UIFSA seeks 

Pre Plll lJ CI by : 
D1 111s1o n: 

Ou to: 3/319!'.i ------------
PnCPAAER TO PROVIDE ALL OISTntBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR' S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 

r o r I.11 th('( IJt \lllb\lt l()n 1nlo1m o110n . COii lhft Govltl'\01 L1011l1l1 IVI' Oll1C• 

PoQo J or 2 



, .. 
FISCAL NOTE 

STATF: Ofi' ALASKA BILL NO. 
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION: 

to limit tho existence of multiple support orders by limiting the circumstances under which subsequent support 
orders may r>e entered in states other than the initiriting state. 

The bill also recognizes the growing use of administrative procedures in ;uJditinn to or in place or judicial 
proceedings in the establishment of paternity and the establishment and enforcement of suppor: orders. 

Tho Uniform Interstate Fomily Support Act has been endorsed by the United States Commission on 
Interstate Child Support, the American Bar Association, and !he Conference of Chief Justices. 

The Department of Lnw is substantially involved in child support matters on behalf of tho Child Support 
Enforcement Division, and the department provides all ol the legal assistance rcQutrod by the division. It rs 
\lllticipated the dcparcment will have to provide additional legol advice <1nd guidance to the division 111 
1mplcmcnt1ng the provisions of UIFSA at the early stage. However. because the new Act provides severnl new 
cffic1cnc1es, th is additional work will be eas1ltv ortsc t by those efficiencies. Consequently. no fiscal rmpJct ts 
expected for the Departmunt of Lnw. 
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• WORK DRAFT 

SENA TE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

9 -OS004 2'(; 

Lauterbach 
4/"J0/95 

Amendment N'umber: C5- 2-
Blll Number: 5 (? II $'" 
spoosor.jlz:J h:'r/ Oate:J:Z /'i ') 

?~nefJ!"' 

Logged In By:lfl2 ./ ,,I 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. llS(FIN) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

UY T HE SENATI-: FINANCE' COMMITTl-:E 

Offered: 
Rcrcrred: 

Spohsor(s): SENATF. RULES COMM11TEE BY REQ.JEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

l "An Act repenting the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement or Support Act; enacting 

2 t'1c Uniform Inte rstate Family Supp<>rt Act; relating to administrative 

3 establishment nnd disestablishment of paternity and establishing paternity by 

4 affiduvit; relating to child support cnrorccment; :amending Alaska Rules or Civil 

S Procedure 79, 82, and 90.J(h)(2); and providing for an errccth•c date." 

6 UE IT ENACTED BY TllE LEGISLATURE OF TllE STATE Of ALASKA: 

7 •Section l. AS 18.50.160(d) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

8 (d) If the mother was married :u conception, during the pregnancy. or at binh, 

9 the name or the husband shall be entered on the ccnific:uc as the father of the child 

10 unless 

JI ( 1) paternity has been !awfully dctcnnined otherwise by 11 aibunal, in 

12 which c:t) C the name or the father, if dct~rmi ned by a tribunal. shall be entered; or 

13 (2) both the mother and 1hc: mother's husbnnd execute affidavits 

·•· CSSD 1 ISCFIN> 
Llr • - v• ,,,.,, ,. •t r,. t 1 ..1CLEi£~ TE.V T B~.\Cf'£ it:P / 



WORK DRAFT WORK ORA.FT WORK DRAFT 

I attesting thac the husbund is not the father and that another man is the father, and the 

2 mother and the other man execute affidavits attesting that L1e other man is the father, 

3 so long as the affidavits meet the rcl.juirements of (g) of this section. 

4 • Sec. 2. AS l 8.50. I 60(e) is repealed and reenacted to read: 

S (e) If the mother was not married at conception, during the pre.gnnncy, or at 

6 birth, the name of the father may not be entered on the certificate of birth, unless 

7 (1) paternity has been lawfully detennined by a tribunal , in which case 

8 the name of the father, if detennincd by the uibunnJ, shall be entered; 

9 (2) both the mother and the man to be named as the father have 

I 0 executed affidavits attesting that that man is the father, so long as the affidavits meet 

11 the requirements of (g) of this section; or 

12 (3) as otherwise specified by statute. 

13 •Sec. 3. AS 18.50.160 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

14 (g) An affidavit under (d) or (e) of this section must meet the following 

15 requirements: 

16 ( 1) the affidavit must be executed by all required indj viduals; an 

17 affidavit may be executed jointly, individually, or in combination of jointly and 

18 individually; and 

19 (2) if an affidavit is executed by more than one individual, the 

20 signature of each individual must be individually notarized. 

2 l (h) ln this section. unless the context requires otherwise. "tribunal" means a 

22 coun, administrative agency, or quusi-judicial entity authorized by law to dctcnninc 

23 parentage. 

24 • Sec. 4. AS 25.25 is am~ndtd by adding new sections to rend: 

25 ARTICLE l. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

26 Sec. 25.25.101. DEFINITIONS. In this ch::ipter, 

27 ( 1) "child" means an individual, whether over or under the age of 

28 majority, who is or is alleged to be owed a duty of support by the individual's parent 

29 or who is or is alleged to be the beneficiary of n support order directed to the parent: 

30 (2) "child support order" means 11 support order for a child, including 

J 1 a child who hns attained the age of majority under the law of the issuing state: 

CSSU I JS(FIN) ·Z· 
... ,. T',. ~. ., .. ,,. • I , .. r•t ro£1.Ei £D -:c 'T URAO£ ;c:i; 



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 

I (3) "ducy of support" means an obligation imposed or imposable by law 

2 10 provide support for a child, spouse, or former spouse, including an unsatisfied 

3 obliga1ion to provide support; 

4 (4) "home state" means the s1a1e in which 11 child lived with a parent 

S or a person acting as a parent for nt lease six consecutive months immediately 

6 preceding the time of filing of n complaint or comp:irablc pleading for support and, if 

7 a child i less than six months old, the state in which the child lived from binh with 

8 a pa.rent or person acting as a parent; n period of temporary absence of a parent or 

9 person nc ling as n parent is counted as pan of 1hc six-momh or ocher period; 

I 0 (5) "income" includes earnings or 01her periodic entitlements to money 

11 from :iny ~urce and any 01hc:r property subject to withholding for support under the: 

12 law of thb !) tare: 

I J (6) "inc.:omc wi1hhold ing order'' me:in 3Jl order or 01her legal process 

14 directed 10 ;m obligor, an obligor's employer, an obligor's future employer. or another 

1 S pc™>n, political subdivision. or dcpanmcnt of the stale, under AS 25.27 to wi1hhold 

16 support from the income of the obligor under AS 25.27; 

17 (7) "initiating !)t:uc" means :i st:ilc in which :i proceeding under thi 

18 chap1cr or a law sub)lJnlinlly similo.r 10 chi~ chapter. the former provisions of thi 

19 chapter, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcemenl of Suppon Act. or the Re iscd Umfonn 

20 Reciprocal Enforcement of Suppon Act is filed for forw:mhng co n responding srnte; 

21 (8) "iniri:uing uibunnl" mean~ the 3u1horizcd tribunal in ln initi:iung 

22 tltc: 

2J (9) "issuing t:Uc .. mc:ins lhc ~c:i rc in which a tribunal issues a suppon 

2-4 order or renders a judgment dc1cm1ining pmnuge: 

1S (I 0) "'i suing tnbunal" me:in lhc t.nbun:ll lhat i$SUC.S :i suppon order 

26 or renders :i JUd~mcnt dctemuning paremJsc: 

27 ( 11) · 1Jw.. include\ dc"t1~lon.1I Jnd ~1 cu1ory l:iw :ind rule :ind 

2H regulation' h•lVtng the for\.C of la" : 

29 ( 12) .. oblii;c:t' .. mc:in ~ 

30 (A) on md1Y1duJI to "hum .l duty of )uppon Is or 1~ .1lleged h> 

31 be OtAcd or in ~ho)c (J\ Or J suppon order h.t~ been ' ucd er J JU~grncnr 

. ). ,. B 1 IS<flM 
.;.;'•";....:"'~·~...;·~·-~, ·--~--· 1:n1-:cc U r : /l ' C" t:~COI 



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 

determining parcntnge has been rendered; 

l (B) a state or political subdivision to which the rights under a 

3 duty of suppon or suppon order have been assigned or that has independent 

4 claim~ b~sed on financial assistance provided to an individual obligcc; or 

5 (C) an individual seeking n judgment de1ermining paren1agc of 

6 1hc individual's child: 

7 { 13) "obligor" means 311 individual or the estate of a decedent who 

8 (A) owes or is alleged 10 owe a duty of suppon; 

9 (B) i ~ alleged but has not been adj11dicn1cd to be a parent of a 

10 child: or 

11 (C) is liable under a suppon order. 

12 ( lJ) "register'' means to file n support order or judgment determining 

13 p:ircnt:igc with J registering tribunal; 

J" ( t 5) "registering tribunal" means the tribunal in which a suppon order 

l S or judgment determining parentage is registered; 

t 6 ( 16) .. responding su1c'' means a state to which a proceeding is 

J 7 forwJrdcd under 1h1 chapter or n law sub~1:intially similar to this chap1cr. the former 

18 provbion of 1hi chap1cr, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Suppon Act. or the 

J 9 Rc"iscd Umfoml Rcciproc:il Enforcement of Support Act: 

20 ( 17) .. rc~ponding tribunal" means 1he authorized tribunal m :i 

21 responding ~1a1c : 

22 ( l ') ")p<>U\JI suppon order me:ins :i support order for :i spouse or 

2J fomicr SJ>OU ) C or the Obll&Or. 

2.- ( 19) .. lltc'" mc:ins 3 St.lie of the Unilcd Scates. the Disuict or 

25 Columb1J, the: Common"c:Jllh or Pucno Rico. or n.ny tcm1ory or insul:ir possession 

26 subjeCt 10 the JUnsd1c tion or the Unilro Stares: the tc:ml "st:uc" includes !l foreign 

27 jun){i1cl1 0n thot hJ) ~tJblt:ihcd procedure for iSSUllnCC :ind cnfo~cmen t or 'IUppon 

28 ordc~ thJt :lrt ub)1.in11Jll) ~untlJt 10 the pr ·cdurc: \ under thi chapter: 

29 (~0) .. ~uppon cnforccmc:nt :igcncy· mc:ans :i public offici:il or agency 

0 JuthoruccJ 10 sec~ 

J l (i\ ) cnr01\;cmcnt or uppon orders or l:t \lii relating 10 the duty 

C:. SD I 15tf IS) .,a. 
.. .. . • •• • • ... ~ , ,. .. 1 tcctc-:ra :ex': ,~, ·~rco1 



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 

of support: I 

2 (B) establishment or modification of child support orders: 

J (C) detcm1in:11ion of parentage; or 

4 (D) the location of obligors or 1heir assets~ 

5 (21) "support order" means a judgment, decree. or order. whether 

6 temporary. final. or subject to modification, for the benefit of a child, a spouse, or a 

7 Fonner spouse. that provides for monetary support, health care, arrearages, or 

8 reimbursement , and may include related costs and fees, interest, income withholding, 

9 auomey fees, and other relief; 

JO (22) "cribunal" means a coun, adrrunistrative agency, or quasi-judicial 

11 entity authorized to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or to detenninc 

12 parentnge. 

lJ Sec. 25.25.102. TRIBUNALS OF TIIJS STA TE. The superior coun and the 

14 child suppon enforcement ;igency arc the tribunals of this state. 

15 Sec. 25.25. 103. RE!\1EDIES CUMULATIVE. Remedies provided by this 

16 chapter arc cumul:ttive :ind do not affa:t the availabi lity of rcmcdlcs under other law. 

17 • Sec. 5. AS 25.25 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

18 ARTICLE 2. JURISDICTJON. 

19 Sec. 25.25.201. BASES FOR JURISDICTION OVER NONRESIDE~I. In 

20 a proceeding to ~tnblish, enfon:e. or modify n support order or to detcnnine parentage, 

21 ll uibunal of this )tat.c mny exc:rc1 c personal juri diction over ;i nonresident individual 

22 or the individual's guardian or onscrvator if 

23 ( 1) the indi,«idu:il is person:illy served with a cim t.ion, summons, or 

2-' notice wi thin this l:.ltc: 

25 (2) the individu.tl :iubmits to the jurisdiction of this state by consent , 

26 by entering a general ilppear.incc:. or by filing :i respon.si't•c document hnving the effect 

2 7 oi w;iiving ony contest to person.ii j•Jrisdiction; 

lti (3) the indi,•idu:il r1.sided with Lhc chilJ in this Stille; 

29 (-l) lhe individu:il resided in this stnte ;ind provided pn:n:mi.1 expense 

JO or suppon for the c:hild: 

JI (5) the child rcstdc) in this suite os a result of the :icts or directjve of 

CSSB J IS(FlN} 



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 

I the individual; 

2 (6) the individual engaged in sexual intercourse in this state nnd the 

3 chilJ may havl! been conceived by that act of intercourse; 

4 (7) the individual acknowledged parentage in a writing deposited with 

S the Bureau of Vital Statistics under AS 25.20.050; or 

6 (8) there is another basis consistent with the constitutions of this state 

7 and the United States for the exercise of personal jurisdiction. 

8 Sec. 25.25.202. PROCEDURE WHEN EXERCISING JURISDICTION OVER 

9 NONRESIDENT. A tribunal of this state exercising personal jurisdiction over a 

J 0 nonresident under AS 25.25.20 I may apply AS 25.25.316 to receive evidence from 

11 another st~llc and AS 25.25.318 to obta.i n discovery through a uibunal of another sm1c. 

12 In all other respects, AS 25.25.301 • 25.25.701 do not npply and the tribunal shall 

13 apply the procedural and substantive lnw of this state. including the rules on choice of 

14 law other than those established by this chapter. 

15 Sec. 25.25.203. INITIATING AND RESPONDING TRIBUNAL OF TI-HS 

16 ST A TE. Under th is chapter, a tribunal of this sutc may serve as J.n initialing tribunal 

17 to forward proceedings 10 another s1:11c and as a responding tribunal for proceedings 

18 ini1 iatcd in :mother suite. 

19 S\.-t. 25.25.204. SIMULTANEOUS PROCEEDINGS JN ANOTHER STATE. 

20 (n) A aibunal of this state m:iy exercise jurisdiction to establish a support order if the 

2 I compbint or comparable plc:iding is filed after a complaint or compnrnble pleading is 

22 filed in another state only if 

23 (I) rhe complnim or com pa.ruble pleading in this sutc is filed before 

24 the expiration of the time :illowed in the other stnte for filing a responsive pleading 

25 challenging the exercise of juri diction by the Other Stntc: 

26 (2) rhc contc:,ting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction 

27 in the Nnc: ~t:itc : :ind 

28 (3J if rclcvanc. thi :. store is the home state of the child. 

29 (b) ,\ tribun:il of this ~titc may not e~crtise jurisdiction to esu1blish a support. 

JO order if rl'c complaint or compJ.rable plcJding is riled before :i complaint or 

JI companblc pll!Jdin~ i filed in another st:ite if 
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( I) the complaint or comparuble pleading in the other state is filed 

2 before 1he expir.uion of 1he time allowed in this Stille for filing a responsive pleading 

3 chaJlc:nging the exercise of jurisdiction by this state; 

4 (2) the contesting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction 

S in th is state; and 

6 (3) if relevant, the other stale is the home stntc of the child. 

7 Sec. 25.25.205. CONTINUING, EXCLUSIVE JlJRISDfCilON. (a) A 

8 tribunal of this state issuing a suppon order consis1cnt with the law of this state has 

9 con1inuing, exclusive jurisdic1ion over a child suppon order 

1 O ( I ) as lvng as chis Stlle remains the residence of the obligor, the 

11 individual obligee, or 1he child for whose benefit 1he suppon order is issued; or 

12 (2) until each individual party has filed written consent with the tribunal 

13 of th is stale for a tribunal of another Slate to modify the order and assume continuing, 

14 exclusive jurhdiction. 

l S (b) A tribunal of this st:lle issuing a child suppon order consistent with the law 

16 of th is state may not exercise itS continuing jurisdiction to modify the order if the 

17 order has been modified by :i tribunal of anolher state under a law subsuntially similar 

18 to th is chapter. 

19 (c) If n chi ld support order of this suie is modified by a tribunal of another 

20 state under a law sub~wn1ially similar to this chap1cr, a tribunal of this state loses i1s 

21 continuing. cxclu ivc: jurisdiction with n:g:ird to prospective enforcement of the order 

12 is~ucd in this state ~nd may only 

23 (I) enforce the order that w:i modified a..s to amounlS accruing before 

24 the modifk:ition; 

2S (2) cnf on:c nontnodifinble :ispcclS or that order. and 

26 (3) provide cth r appropri::uc relief for viol:mons of that order that 

27 cx:currcd b<:fon· the cffcc11vc d:uc of 1he modiftc:uion. 

28 (d) A tribunal of Lhi st:itc h:tl l recognize the continuing. e.~clusive jurisdJc1ion 

29 of a tribunal of :inothcr sratc th:u has issued a child support order under a law 

30 ub 1:inti:illy similar 10 this chapter. 

JI (c) A tc: mpor~ uppon order issued ex pane or pending rc:solu1ion of :i 

.7. CSSB l l5(FIN) 
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1 jurisdictional conflict docs not create continuing, exclusive jurisdiction in the issuing 

2 rribunal. 

3 (f) A tribunal of this state issuing a support order consistent with the law of 

4 this s1a1e has continuing, exclusive jurisdicrion over a spousal support order throughout 

5 the existence of the support obligation. A tribunal of this state may not modify n 

6 spousal support order issued by a tribunal of another stale having continuing, exclusive 

7 jurisdiction over that order under the law of that stale. 

8 Sec. 25.25.206. ENFORCEMENT AND MODIFICATION OF SUPPORT 

9 ORDER BY TRIBUNAL HAVING CONTINUING JURISDICTION. (a) A oibunal 

10 of this slutc may serve as an initiating r :ibunaJ 10 request a tribunal of anolher state to 

11 enforce or mollify a support order issuc:d in that state. 

12 (b) A tribunal of this s1a1e having continuing, exclusive jurisdiclion over a 

13 suppon order may :ict as a responding tribunal to enforce or modify the order. If a 

14 pany subject to the continuing. exclusive jurisdiction of Lhe tribunal no longer resides 

15 in the issuing state. in subsequent proceedings the tribunal may apply AS 25.25.316 

16 to receive evidence from another stale and AS 25.25.3 I 8 10 obtain discovery through 

17 a tribunal of ano1hcr slate. 

18 (c) A tribunal of lhis stare that lacks continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over a 

19 spousal suppon order may not serve as a responding tribunal to modJfy a spousal 

20 support order of another st.He. 

21 Sec. 25.25.207. RECOGNITION OF CHILD SUPPORT ORDERS. (a) If a 

22 procccdins is brought under lhis chapter, and one or more child support orders have 

23 been issued in this or nnother stale wilh regard to an obliger nnd a child, n oibunal of 

2~ this stale shall apply the following rules in determining which order to recognize for 

25 purposes of continuing. exclusive jurisdic1ion: 

26 ( 1) if only one tribunal has issued a child suppon order, the order of 

27 that uibunal sh:1ll be recognized; 

28 (2) if two or more tnbunnls have is~ucd child support orders for the 

29 s:1me obligor and t'hitd. and only one of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 

30 jurisdiction under thi chapter. the order or th:it tribunal shall be recognized; 

31 (3) if two or more uibun::ils h:i e b~ucd hild suppon orders for lhc 
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1 same obligor and child, and more Lhan one of the tribunals would have continuing, 

2 exclusive jurisdiction under this chapter, an order issued by a tribunal in the current 

3 home state of the child shall be rc<.:ognizcd but. if an order has not been issued in the 

4 current home state of the chi. 1, the order most recently issued must be recognized; 

5 (4) if two or anorc lribuno.Js have issued child suppon orders for the 

6 same obligor and child, and none of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive 

7 jurisdiction under this chapter, the tribunal of this state may issue a child suppon order 

8 that shall be recognized. 

9 (b) The tribunal that has issued an order recognized under (a) of th is section 

10 is the tribunal having continuing. exc lusive jurisdiction. 

ll Sc:c. 25.25.208. MULTIPLE CHILD SUPPORT ORDERS FOR lWO OR 

12 MORE OBLIGEES. In responding to multiple registrations or complrunts for 

13 enforcement of two or more child suppon orders in effect at the same time with regard 

14 to the same obhgor and diiferent individual obligccs. when nt least one of the orders 

1 S was issL cd by a tribunal of another state. a tribunal of this state shall enforce those 

16 orders in the s:ime manner as if the multiple order had been issued by a tribunal of 

17 this state. 

18 Sec. 25.25.209. CREDIT FOR PAYMENTS. Amounts collected and credited 

19 for a p:injcular period under a support order issuc-d by a tribunal of another state shall 

20 be credi ted against the amounls :iccruing or accrued for the same period under a 

21 support order issued by the tribunal of this s1nrc. 

22 • s~c. 6. AS 25.25 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

23 ARTICLE 3. CIVIL PROVISIONS OF GENERAL APPLICATION. 

2~ Sec. 25.25.301. PROCEEDINGS UNDER THIS CHAPTER. (n) Except :is 

25 otherwise provid~d in this chapter. AS 25.25.301 · 25.25.319 apply to all proceedings 

26 under th is ch:iptcr. 

27 (b) This chapter provides for the following proceedings: 

28 (I) es~blishmcnt of an order for child suppon or spousal suppon under 

29 A 5 25.25..tOI : 

JO (2) cnfon:emcnt or a suppon order and income withholding onler of 

31 another state without rcgistrJtion under AS 25.25.501 · 25.25.502: 
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I (3) registrJtion of an order for child suppon or spousal support of 

2 another state for enfon.:ement under AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.612; 

3 (4) modification of an order for child suppon or spousal suppon issued 

4 by a tribunal of this stale under AS 25.25.203 • 25.25.206; 

S (5) registration of an order for child suppon of another state for 

6 modification under AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.612; 

7 (6) dctennination of parentage under AS 25.25.701; and 

8 (7) asscnion of jurisdiction over nonresidents under AS 25.25.201 · 

9 25.25.202. 

IO (c) An individual or a support enforcement agency may cornmem:e a 

11 proceeding authorized under this chapter by filing a complaint or a comparable 

12 pleading in an initiating tribunal for forwarding ro a responding tribunal or by filing 

13 a complaint or a comparable pleading directly in a tribunal of another state that has 

I~ or can obtain personal jurisdiction over the respondent. 

IS Sec. 25.25.302. /\CllON BY MINOR PARENT. A minor parent, or a 

t 6 guardian or other legal rcpn:sentative of a minor parent, may maintain a proceeding 

17 on behalf of or for the benefit of the minor's child. 

18 Sec. 25.25.303. APPLICATION OF LAW OF THIS STATE. Except as 

t 9 otherwise provided by this chapter, a responding tribunal of this Stale shall 

20 (I) apply the procedural and substantive law, including the rules on 

21 choice of law, gcncrJlly applicable to similar proceedings originating in this state and 

22 may exercise all powers and provide all remedies available in those proceedings; and 

23 (2) det..:m1ine the duty of support and the amount payable under the law 

2-' and support guidelines of this state. 

25 Sec. 25.25.304. DUTIES OF INITIATING TRIBUNAL. Upon the filing of 

26 a complaint or comparablt: pleading authorized by chis chapter, an initiating tribunal 

27 of this state sh::ill forward th~c copies of the compl:iint or comparable pleading and 

28 its accompanying documents 

29 (l ) to the responding tribunal or appropriate support enforcement 

JO agency in the responding srnce: or 

31 (2) if the idt:nti1y of the rc!\pOnding tribunal is unknown, to chc state 
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1 infonnation agency of the responding state with a request !hat they be forwarded to the 

2 appropriate tribunal and that receipt be acknowledged. 

3 Sec. 25.25.305. DUTIES AND POWERS OF RESPONDING TRIBUNAL. 

4 {a) When a responding tribunal of this state receives a complaint or comparable 

5 pleading from an initiating tribunal or directly under AS 25.25.30l(c), it shaJl cause 

6 lhe complaint or pleading to be filed and notify the petitioner by first class mail where 

7 and when it was filed. 

8 (b) A responding tribunal of this state, to the extent otherwise specifically 

9 authorized by law, may do one or more of the following: 

JO (1) issue or enforce a support order, modify a child support order, or 

11 render a judgment to determine parentage; 

12 (2) order an obligor to comply with a support order, specifying the 

J 3 <imount and the manner of compliance; 

J.J (3) order income withholding; 

JS determine: the amount of any arrcarages, and specify a method of (4) 

payment; 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
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I which the suppon order is based. 

2 (d) A responding tribunal of this state may not condition the payment of a 

3 support order issued under this chapier upon compliance by a party with provisions for 

4 visitation. 

S (e) If a responding tribunal of this stale issues nn order under this chapter, the 

6 tribunal shall send a copy of the order by first class mail to the petitioner and the 

1 respondent and to the initiating tribunal, if any. 

8 Sec. 25.25.306. INAPPROPRIATE TRIBUNAL. If a complaint or comparable 

9 pleading is received by an inappropriate tribunal of this state. it shall forward the 

JO complaint or pleading, and accompanying documents, to an appropriate tribunal in lhis 

11 state or another state and notify the pcthioncr by first class mail where and when the 

12 complaint or pleading was ~ent. 

13 Sec. 25.25.307. DUTIES OF CHO..D SUPPORT ENFORCErYlENT AGENCY. 

14 (a) The dild suppon enforcement agency of this state, upon request, shall provide 

15 services to a pclitioner in a proceeding under this chapter. 

16 (b) In providing services under this chapter 10 the petitioner, the child support 

17 enforcement agency shall, as appropriate, 

18 ( 1} take all steps nccesSMy to enable :in appropriate tribunal in this 

19 state or :inothcr state to obt;iin jurisdiction over the respondent; 

20 (2) re4uest an appropriate oibuna.I to set a date, time, and place for a 

21 hi=aring; 

22 (3) make a rc:isonable effort to obtain all relevant infonn:uion, 

23 including infomiation as to income and propc:ny of the parties; 

24 (4) send written notice fTom an init iat ing, responding, or registering 

25 tribunal to the petitioner by fi rs t clnss mail within two days of receipt, exclusive of 

26 Saturdays. Sund:iys, and legal holidays; 

27 (5) send a copy of :i written communication from the respondent or lhc 

28 respondent's attorney to the petitioner by first class mail within two days of receipt, 

29 t'xclusive of Saturdays, Sundays. and legal holidays; and 

30 (6) notify the petitioner if jurisdiction Qvcr the respondent cannot be 

31 obt~ined . 
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1 (c) This chapter does not create or neg:ite a relationship of attorney and client 

2 or other fiduciary relationship between Lhe child support enforcement agency or the 

3 attorney for the agency and the individual being assisted by the agency. 

4 Sec. 25.25.309. PRIVATE COUNSEL. An individual may employ private 

S counsel to represent the individual in proceedings authorized by this chapter. 

6 Sec. 25.25.310. DUTIES OF STATE INFORMATION AND LOCATOR 

7 AGENCY. The child support enforcement agency is the state infonmuion agency 

8 under this chapter. and it shall 

9 (I) compile and maintain a current list, including addresses, of the 

I 0 courts in this state that have.. jurisdiction under this chapter and the appropriate agency 

11 offices in this state and transmit a copy to the state infonnation agency of every other 

12 state; 

13 (2) maintain a register of aibunals and support enforcement agencies 

1-t received from other st~ues: 

15 (3) forward to the appropriate tribunal in th1s state all documents 

16 concerning a proceeding under this chapter received from an initiating tribunal or the 

17 state infonnation agcm;y of the initiating state; and 

JR (4) obta in information concerr.:ng the location of the obligor and rhc 

19 obligor's property within this state that is not exempt from execution by postal 

20 verification and fodcrJI or state locator services, examination of telephone directories. 

21 requc:sts for the obliger's address from employers. and examination of govemmenul 

22 records. im.:luding, to the extent not prohibited by other law, those relating to real 

23 propeny, viul sta ti stics, law enforcement, taxation, motor vehicles, driver's licenses, 

2-' and social security. 

2.S Sec. 25.25.3 t I. PLEADINGS AND ACCOMPANYING DOCUMEl ~rs . (:l) 

26 A petitioner seeking to establish or modify a support order or to determine parentage 

27 in a proceeding under t.his chapter shall verify 1hc complaint or comparable pleading. 

28 Unless otherwise on.krcd under AS 25.25.312, or otherwise prohibited by law, the 

29 complaint or corn par Jble plc:ading or accompnnying documenis m~m provide, so far 

JO as kn~~ n, the name. f'C!)identiat address, and social security numbers of the obligor and 

J l the obligcc, and the numc, sex, residential address. soc b l security number. and date 
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l of birth of each child for whom support is sought. The complaint or comparable 

2 pleading must be accompanied by a cenified copy of any suppon order in effect The 

3 complaint or comparable pleading may include other infonnation that may assist in 

4 locating or identifying the respondent. 

5 (b) The complaint or comparable pleading must specify the relief sought The 

6 complaint or comparable pleading and accompanying documents must confonn 

7 substantially with the requirements imposed by the fonns mandated by federal law for 

8 use in cases filed by a support enforcement agency. 

9 Sec. 25.25.312. NONDISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION TN EXCEPTIONAL 

10 CIRCUMSTANCES. Subject to the provisions of AS 25.27.275 and upon a finding, 

1 l which may be made ex parte, that the health, safety, or libeny of a party or child 

12 would be unreasonably put at risk by the disclosure of identifying infonnation, or if 

13 an existing order so provides, a tribunal shall order that the address of the child or 

14 pany or other identifying infonnation not be disclosed in a pleading or other document 

15 filed in a proceeding under this chapter. 

16 Sec. 25.25.3 13. COSTS AND FEES. (a) Notwilhscanding any other provision 

17 of law, including " rule of the Alaska Supr~·mc Coun, at the time a complaint or 

18 comparable ple;1ding is filed under this chapter, a tribunal may not require L~e 

19 petitioner to pay a filing fee or other costs. 

20 (b) If an obligce prevails, a responding tribunal may assess against an obligor 

21 filing fees, including fees that were waived under (a} of chis section, reasonable 

22 attorney fees, other costs, necessary travel expenses, and other reasonable expenses 

23 incurred by the obligcc and the obligee's witnesses. The tribunal may not assess fees, 

24 costs, or expenses agnfost the obligec or the support enforcement agency of either the 

25 initiating or the responding state except as required by other law or court rule. 

26 Attorney fees may be taxed as costs, and may be ordcrc<l paid directly to the anomcy, 

27 who may enforce the order in the attorney's own name. Payment of support owed to 

28 the obligec has priority over fees, costs, and expenses assessed under this subsection. 

29 (cj ·111c tribunal shall order the payment of CCJSlS and reasonable attorney fees, 

JO including filing fees that were waived under (n) of this section, by a party who 

31 requests :i hearing under this chapter if It detem1incs th:it the hearing was n:qucstcd 
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I primarily for delay. In a proceeding under AS 25.25.601 - 25.25.612. a hearing is 

2 presumed to have been re4uested primarily for delay if a registered suppon order is 

3 confinned or enforced without chunge; however, the party who requested the hearing 

4 may present evidence to rebut I.his presumption. 

5 Sec. 25.25.314. LIMITED IMMUNITY OF PETITIONER. (a) Participation 

6 by a peciliom:r in a proceeding before a responding tribunal, whether in person, by 

7 private attorney, or through services provided by the suppon enforcement agency, dat:s 

8 not confer personal jurisdiction over the petitioner in another proceeding. 

9 (b) A petitioner is not amenable to service of civil process while physically 

10 present in this state to participate in a proceeding under this chapter. 

11 (c) The immunity granted by this section does not extend to civil litigation 

12 based on acts unrelated to a proceeding under this chapter committed by a pany while 

13 present in this state to participate in the proceeding. 

14 Sec. 25.25.315. NONPARENTAGE AS DEFENSE. A pany whose parentage 

15 of a child has been previously dctern1ined under law may not plead nonparcntage as 

16 a defense to a proceeding under this chapter. 

17 Sec. 25.25.31 6. SPECIAL RULES OF EVIDENCE AND PROCEDURE. (a) 

18 The physical presence of the petitioner in a responding tribunal of this state is not 

19 required for the establishment, cnf orcement, or modification of a suppon order or the 

20 rendition of a judgment detem1ining parentage. 

21 (b) A verified complaint or comparable pleading. affidavit, document 

22 substant ially complying wi1h fcdcrJlly mandated forms, and a document incorporated 

2J by rcfcrcm:e in any of them. not excluded undc:r the hemay rule if given in person, 

24 is admissible in evidence if &;ivcn under oath by a party or witness residing in another 

25 state. 

26 (c} A copy of the record of child support payments ccnificd as a true copy of 

27 the original by the custodian of the record may be forwarded too. responding tribunal 

28 The copy is evidence of facts assened in it and is admissible to show whether 

29 payments were m::idc. 

30 (d) Copies of bills for testing for pu~ntage, nnd for prenatal and postnatal 

J l health care of the mother and child, fumi 'hed to the adverse pany at lenst 10 days 
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I before trial or other proceeding, arc admissible in evidence to prove the amount of the 

2 chnrges billed and that the charges were reasonable, necessary, and customary. 

3 (c) Documen1ary evidence transmitted from another state tJ a tribunal of this 

.t state by telephone, telecopier, or other means that do not provide an original writing 

S may not be excluded from evidence on an objection based on the means of 

6 transmission. 

7 (f) In a proceeding under this chapter. a tribunal of this state may pennit a 

8 party or wi1ncss residing in another state to be deposed or to testify by telephone, 

9 audiovisual means, or 01hcr electronic means at a designated tribunal or other location 

lO in that Slate. A tribunal of this state shall cooperate with tribunals of other states in 

11 designa1ing an appropria1e location for the deposi tion or testimony. 

12 (g) If a party called to testify at a civil hearing refuses to answer on the 

13 ground that the testimony may be self-incriminating, the trier of fact may draw an 

14 adverse in. !rence from the refusal. 

IS (h) A privikgc \lgainst disclosure of communications between spouses docs not 

16 apply in a proceeding under this chapter. 

17 (i) The defense of immunity based on the relationship of husband and wife or 

18 parent and child does not apply in 11 proceeding under this chapte:-. 

19 Sec. 25.25.317. COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN TRIBUNALS. A tribunal 

20 of this state may communicate with a tribunal of another state in writing, or by 

21 tekphone or other means, to obtain information concerning the laws of thnl state, I.he 

22 legal effect of :i judgment, decree, or order of that tribunnl. and the status of a 

23 proceeding in the other state. A tribunal of this state may furnish similar information 

24 by similar means to n tribunal of another state. 

25 Sec. 25.25.3 18. ASSISTANCE WITH DISCOVERY. A tribunal of this state 

26 may 

27 

28 and 

( I) request a tribunal of uno1hcr su1c 10 assist in obtaining discovery: 

29 (2) upon n:4ucst. compel a person over whom it hns jurisdiction to 

30 respond to a di :.covcry ordc:r i~sucd by :i tribunal of another state. 

31 Sec. 25.25.319. RECEIPT AND DlSB URSEME1 T OF PAYMENTS. The 
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1 child support enforcement agency of this state shall disburse promptly any amounts 

2 received under a support order, as directed by the order. The agency shall furnish to 

J a requesting pany or tribunal of another state a certified statement by the custodian of 

4 the record of the amounts and dates of all payments received. 

S ARTICLE 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF SUPPORT ORDER. 

6 Sl!c. 25.25.401. COMPLAINT TO ESTAB LISH SUPPORT ORDER. (a) If 

7 a child support order cntitkd to recognition under this chapter has not been issued. 

8 re!lponding tribunal of this ~tatc may issue n child support order if 

9 ( J) the individual seeking the order resides in another stace: or 

10 (2) the suppon enforcement agency seeking the order is located in 

11 another wtc. 

12 (b) The tribunal may issue a temporary child support order if 

13 

14 

(l) the respondent has signed a verified statement acknowledging 

parentage; 

JS (2) the respondent hus been determined under law to be the parent; or 

J 6 (3) there is other clear and convincing evidence that the respondent is 

17 th :: t:hild's pa.rent. 

18 (c) If a spousal ~upport order cntitle.d to recognition under this chapter has not 

19 bc:cn i ~!lucd, :i responding superior court of this state may issue :i spousal support order 

20 if 

21 (I) the individual seeking the order resides in ~nothcr state: or 

22 (2) the ~upport enforcement agency seeking the order is located in 

23 another stale. 

2-1 (d) If. after providing :in obliger with notice and opponuniry to be hcl.rd, an 

25 appropriate tribum1I finds that the obligor owes a duty of !1Uppon. the tribun::il ~hall 

26 i~sue n support order dirct: red to tl:c obligor and may i~~uc oth~r orders under 

27 AS 25.25.305. 

28 (e) Before issuing an orde r under (b) of thb scction, the child support 

29 enforcement agency sh.ill udopt rcgulJtions for i ~ uing such an order. 

JO ARTICLE 5. DIRECT ENFORCEMEN1' OF ORDER OF 

J I ANOTI IER STA TE WITHOUT REGISTRATION. 

-l7· CSSB 1 l5(f1N) 
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Sec. 25.25.501. RECOGNIT10N OF INCOME WlntHOLDlNG ORDER OF 

l ANOTHER STA TE. (a) An income withholding order issued in another state may 

3 be sent by first class muil to the persun or entity defined ns the obllgnr's employer 

4 under AS 25.27 without first filing a complaint or comparable pleading or registering 

5 1hc order with a tribunal of this state. Upon reccipl of the order, the employer shall 

6 (I) treat nn income wi1hholding order issued in another state that 

7 appears regular on its face as if it had been issued by a oibunal of lhis state; 

8 (2) immediately provide a copy of the order to the obligor; and 

9 (3) distribute the funds as directed in the withholding order. 

10 (b) An obligor may contcsc the validity or enforcement of an income 

J J withholding order issued in another state in the same manner as if the order had been 

12 issued by a tribunal of this state. AS 25.25.604 applies to the con1cs1. The obligor 

13 shall give notice of 1he contest to a suppon enforcement agency providing services to 

1-' the obligcc and 

15 ( 1) to the person or agency designated to receive payments in the 

16 income wi1hholding order; or 

17 (2) if u person or agency is not dcsigna1ed, to !he obligee. 

18 Se(.;. 25.25.502. ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT OF ORDERS. (a) A 

19 pany seeking 10 t:nfon;e a suppon order or an income wi1hholding order. or bo1h. 

20 i !>~ucd by a 1ribunJl of ano1hcr s1a1c may send the: documents required for registering 

21 1hc onkr to 1he child support enforcement agc:ncy of chis s1a1c:. 

22 (b) Upon receipt of the documents, the child support enforcement agency, 

23 without initi:illy ccking to register the order, sh:lll consider and, if appropriate. use 

24 any administr:uive procedure authorized by the lnw of this state to enforce :i support 

25 ordc:r or an im;omc withholding order, or bo1h. If lhe obligor docs not contest 

26 adminisu-.11ivc cnf orccmcnt, the order need not be registered. If the obligor contests 

27 the validity or administrntive enforcement of 1hc order, the child support enforcement 

28 :igc:ncy shall rcg i 1cr 1hc order under this chapter. 

29 ARTICLE 6. ENFORCE~NT AND MOOIFICA TION OF 

JO SUPPORT ORDER AFTER REGISTRATION. 

31 Se~. 25.25.601. REGISTRATJON OF ORDER FOR ENFORCEMENT. A 

CSSU 1 IS< FI N) · 18~ 
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support order or un income withholding order issued by a tribunal of another state may 

2 be registered in this state for enforcement. 

3 Sec. 25.25.602. PROCEDURE TO REGISTER ORDER FOR 

4 ENFORCEMENT. (a) A suppon order or income withholding order of another state 

5 may be registered in this slate by sending the following documents and infonnation 

6 to a aibunal of this state: 

7 (I) a leucr of transmiu.a.I requesting regiscraLion and enforcement; 

8 (2) two copies. including one certified copy, of al.I orders to be 

9 registered, including any modification of an order. 

to (3) ~' sworn statement by the party seeking rcgi~tration or a certified 

11 statement by the custodian of the records showing the amount of any arrc:iragc; 

12 (4) the nam~ of the obligor and, if known, 

13 (A) the obliger's address :ind social security number. 

14 (8) the name and address of the obligor's employer and uny 

15 other source of income of the obligor. 

16 (C) a dcscripLion and the location of propeny in this suite of the 

17 obliger not exempt from execution; and 

18 (0) the name and address of all potentinl third party resources. 

19 including a health insurer. that might be available to meet the requirements of 

20 u medical support onkr, and 

21 (5) the name and address of the obligee and, if applicable. the agency 

22 or person to whom suppon payments are to be: rcmiucd. 

23 (b) On receipt of a request for registr:uion, the registering aibunal shu.11 file 

24 the order as a fore ign judgment, together with one copy of the documents and 

25 infom1ation, regardless of their form. 

26 (c) A romplaint or comparable pleading seeking n remedy thJ t mu~t be 

27 affirm:ltivcly ~ough t under other bw of this st:itc may be filed at the same time a the 

28 rc4ucst for rcgistrJtion or later. 111e pleading must specify the grounds for the rcmc<Jy 

29 sough1. 

JO Sec. 25.25.WJ. EFFECT OF REGISTRATION FOR ENFORCEMENT. (:t) 

3 J A suppon order or income withholding order i~!)l.led in another state is registered v,.hc:n 

.. ,. cssn 11s<FINl 
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the order is filed in the registering tribunal of this suue. I 

2 

3 

Cb) A registered order issued in another slate is enforceable in the same 

manner and is subject to the same procedures :is an order issued by a tribunal of this 

4 state. 

5 (c) Except as otherwise provided in AS 25.25.601 • 25.25.612. a tribunal of 

6 1his state: shall recognize und enforce, but may not modify. 11. registered order if the 

7 issuing tribunal had jurisdiction. 

8 Sec. 25.25.604. CHOICE Of LAW. (a) The law of the issuing state governs 

9 the nature. extent, amount, and duration of current payments and other obligations of 

l 0 suppon and the payment of arrca.rages under the order. 

11 (b) In a proceeding for am:aragcs, the $Ultutc of limitation under the laws of 

12 this state or of the issuing state, whichever is longer, applies. 

13 Sec. 25.25.605. NOTICE OF REGISTRATION OF ORDER. (a) When a 

t _. suppon order or im.:omc withholding order issued in another state is registered, the 

15 rcgbt~ring tribunal :,hall notify the nonregistering pany. Notice sh:ill be given by first 

16 cl.1 l>~. cc:nilic:d. or reg istered mail or by any mc::i.ns of personal service authorized by 

17 the law of this state. The notice mu:,t be accompanied by a copy of the rcgis1cred 

18 order and the documents and relevant information :iccomp:inying the order. 

19 (b) TI1c notice mu t inform the nonrcgistcring pany 

20 (I) that :i rc~istercd order is enf orccable as of the dnte of rcgisr.ration 

21 in the ·amt: manner :is an order hsuc:d by :i tribun:il of this state: 

22 (2) that a hearing to contest the validity or enforcement of the 

2J rcgbtcrcd order must be rct1uc:,ted within 20 days after the dntc of mailing or personal 

2-' crvice of the notice:: 

25 (3) that failure to contest the validity or enforcement of the registered 

26 onJer in a timdy manner wi ll rc:,uh in confinnution of the order :ind enforcement of 

27 the ordc:r :ind the alleged arrtarJsc and precludes f unhcr comest of that order with 

28 re pcct to any matter that could hnvc been nsscnc:d; a.nd 

29 (4) of the amount of llleged :urc:ir:igc:s. 

30 (c) pon regisUJtion of an income withholding order for enforcement, the 

JI rccistenng uibun:il ~h:ill notify the: obligor's employer under 1\S 25.27. 

CS 'D I 15(flN) ·20· 
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Sec. 25.25.606. PROCEDURE TO CONTEST VALIDITY OR 

ENFORCEMENT OF REGISTERED ORDER. (a) A nonregistcring party seckfog 

to contest the vnlidi1y or enforcement of a rcgis1ercd order in this stale shall request 

n hearing within 20 days after the dale of mailing or personal service of noricc of the 

rcgi tr.11 ion. The nonrcgistcring puny may seek to vacate Lhe registration, to assen a 

defense to an allegation of noncompliance with the registered order, or to contest the 

remedies being sought or the: .imount of alleged :u-rcarages under AS 25.25.607. 

(b) If lhe nonrcgistcring party fails to contest the validity or enforcement of 

the registered order in u timely manner. the order is confirmed by opcrJrion of law. 

(c) If a nonregistering pany requests n he:iring to contest the validity or 

enforcement of the rcgi:.tcrcd order. the registering tribunal shall schedule the maucr 

for hearing and give n(\licc to the pa.rties by first cl:i.ss mail of the date. time, and place 

of rhc hc:iring. 

Sec. 2.5.25.607. CONTEST OF REGISTRATION OR ENFORCEMENT. (n) 

A pany conte tins the validity or enforcement of a registe red order or seeking to 

vacate rht: rc~btrJ1 ion h~ the burden of proving one or more or the following 

( I ) the a uing tnbun:il lo.eked pcrson11l junsd1ction over the contcmng 

p:i.ny: 

(2) 

(3) 

(J) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7 ) 

· 21 • 
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(c) If Lhe contesting party docs not establish a defense under (a) of Lhis section 

2 to the vnJidity or enforcement of the order, the re&ri stering tribunal shaJl issue n.n order 

3 confinning the order. 

4 Sec. 25.25.608. CONFIRMED ORDER. Confirmation of a registered order. 

S whether by operation of l:iw or after notice and hearing, precludes funher contest of 

6 the order with respect to a matter that could have been asscned at the time of 

7 regismuion. 

8 Sec. 25.25.609. PROCEDURE TO REGISTER CHILD SUPPORT ORDER OF 

9 ANOTHER STATE FOR MODIFICATION. If a party or the child support 

10 enforcement agency ~eek s 10 modify. or to modify and enforce. a child support order 

11 issued in another st•Uc but not registered in this state , the p:iny or agency shall register 

12 th~u order in this state: in the same 1TU1nner provided i11 AS 25.25.601 • 25.25.6().L A 

I J complaint for modific:uion m:ty be filed at the same time :i " :i request for rcgis1r.1tion. 

1-' or later. The pleading mu~c specify the grounds for modification. 

JS Sec. !5.25.610. EFFECT OF REGISTRATION FOR MODIFICATION. A 

16 tribunal of th1 s1:i1e may enforce :i child support order of another Stntc registered for 

17 purpo cs of mod1fic31ion in the same manner as if the order hnd been issued by a 

18 tribunal or 1h1s Ille. but the rcgislercd order mJY be modified only if the retlu in:mcn ts 

19 of AS 25.15.61 1 have been met 

20 Sec. !5.-5.61 1. MODIFICATION OF CHILD St:PPORT ORDER OF 

21 A~OTilER STATE. (a) 1\ fter :i child uppon onJcr issuccl in .inothcr uuc h:is been 

22 n:ghten:d in chi ' 1:11c. the responding lribunnJ of this state may modify that order only 

lJ i f. after nou e amJ Jn opponunily for hearing, it finds th:u 

2-4 (I) the following rcqu1rtmtnu arc met: 

2S (,\) the chi ld, the indiv1du:il obh~cc. :in the obhgor do not 

16 rc)1dc 10 the l ).)U ln~ \Ute: 

27 (0) J pe1111oncr .,..ho 1 not a n: )ident of tha Stllc seeks 

28 m 1tit'Jtton. :ind 

29 (C) the rt\pondcn1 1s \UbJc~t 10 the ptM nJl jun~l lion of 1hc 

JO tnbunJI of th t\ tJtc. or 

JI (2) 31\ 1nd1v1du.1l PJrtY or the h1 ld is \UbJCCt to lhc pcrwrul Jwudh.uon 

"·,u I 15<FlM .u. 
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l of the tribunal and all of the individual panics have filed a written consent in the 

2 issuing tribunal providing tha1 a tribunal of this stale may modify the support order and 

J assume continuing, exc lusive jurisdiction over the order. 

4 (b) Modificution of a registered child support order is subject to the same 

S requirements, procedures. and defenses that apply to the modification of an order 

6 issued by a tribunal of th is st:uc nnd the order may be enforced and satisfied in the 

7 same manner. 

8 (c) A tribunal of this stale may not modify any 3SJ>l!Ct of a child support order 

9 that may not be modified under the law of the issuing state. 

IO (d) On i ssu~mcc of an order modifying a chi let support order issued in another 

1 J s1atc, a tribunal of this srnte becomes the tribunal of continuing. exclusive jurisdiction. 

12 (e) Within 30 days after issuance of n modified child support order, the party 

J 3 obraining the modification shall file a cenified copy of lhe order wilh the issuing 

l~ tribunal that had continuing. exclusive jurisdiction over the earlier order and in each 

15 tribunal in which the p:lity knows lhnt an earlier order has been registered. 

16 Sec. 25.25.612. RECOGNITION OF ORDER MODIFIED IN ANOTILER 

17 STATE. A uibunul of thb st:itc: hall rcco&nizc 3 modification of ilS enrlic:r chi ld 

18 support order by a tribunal of another st:uc: 1hat 3S umc:d jurisdiction under a !:iw 

19 ubsmniially )!mil.tr to 1hi chapter nnd, upon request. except :is 01herwisc provided 

20 in this chapter. ~h:ill 

2 J ( I) enforce: 1hc order that was modified only a~ to :imoums :ict'f\Jing 

22 before 1he modificacion; 

13 (2) enforce only nonmodifi:iblc aspcclS of th3t orucr. 

H (3) provjdc 01hcr :ippropri :uc relief only for violtmons of that order lhat 

25 occuncd bdor~ the dfccll\'e dJtc of 1hc modific;11ion: :ind 

26 (.S ) m.:ogniic the mod1f ying on:fc:r of the other sutc. upon regisrr:llion. 

27 for the purpose of enforcement. 

28 ARTICLE 7. DETER~UNATIO. OF PARE rrAGE. 

29 Sct:. !S.25.701. PROCF.EOING TO DETERMINE PARE~AGE. (l) A 

JO tribunal of thl5 '\lJlc may >CNc :i ' .in 1nit1J1ing o r responding tribun:il in a proco:ding 

JI brought under this d1up1c:r Of a low '>Ub:.tJnti:ltly s1m1lar co thl ch:Jptc:r, the fom1cr 
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I provisions of this chapter, the Unifonn Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act, or the 

2 Revised Unifonn Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act to detennine whether the 

3 petitioner is a parent of a particular child or 10 detennine whether a resv<>ndent is a 

4 pru-ent of 1ha1 child. 

~ (b) In a proceeding to determine parentage, a responding tribunal of this state 

6 shall npply the procedural and substantive law of this stale and the rules of this state 

7 on choice of lnw. 

8 ARTICLE 8. INTERSTATE RENDITION. 

9 Sec. 25.25.801. GROUNDS FOR RENDmON. (a) The governor or a 

I 0 dcsigncc of the governor may 

J I ( I ) demand that the governor of another state surrender an individual 

12 found in the other state who is charged criminally in this state with having failed to 

13 provide for the support of an obligce ~ or 

14 (2) on 1hc demand by Lhe governor of another state. surrender an 

15 individual found in this state who is charged criminally in 1he OLhcr state with having 

16 foiled to provide for the suppon of an obligee. 

17 (b) A provision for exD'Jdition of individuals not inconsi rent with this ch:ip1cr 

18 applies to the demand even if the individual whose urrcnder is demanded was not in 

19 the demanding state when the crime w:is :illcgedly committed and has not fled from 

20 th:.t ~tatc . 

21 Sec. !.5.25.802. CONDITIONS OF RENDITION. (a) Before miling demand 

22 that the governor of ano1hcr sta le surrender an individu;il charged criminally in this 

23 t:ue wuh having failed 10 pro·1idc for the suppon of an obl igec. the governor of this 

H st::a1e or the dc:!)•gnce of 1hc: governor may require 3 prosecutor of this state to 

2S dcmon!ltr:uc chat the: obhgce had ini1i:ited proceedings for suppon under this chapter 

26 :n lelSt 60 d:i)• prc .. •iou\ly or th:u the proceeding ~ould be of no av:til. 

27 (b) If. under thi ch::ap1cr or :t l:iw sub~t::ant ially simil:ir 10 this chapter, the 

28 fom)Cr pr-o i"on' or thi chJptcr. the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Suppon Act, 

29 or the Reva cd Uniform Rcciproc::al Enf ortemcnt or Suppor: Act, the go .. •emor ol 

JO 1mo1hcr \ tJtc nu J..c :i dcmJnd 1h:H the go' ernor of this suue !IUrrcnder ;in individual 

31 chJ.rgtd "·nnun.illy an 11lJ1 ~1~1c wilh having f.ulcd to provide: for the $Uppon of n child 
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1 or other individual to whom a duty of suppon is owed, the governor or a designec of 

2 the governor may require a prosecutor to investignu: the demand and rcpon whether 

3 a proceeding for suppon has been initiated or would be eff cctive. lf it appears that a 

.t proceeding would be eff cctive but has not been initiated, lhe governor or designee may 

S delay honoring the demand for n reasonable time to permit the initiation of a 

6 p1occeding. 

1 (c) If a proceeding for suppon has been initiated ond the individual whose 

8 rendition is demanded prevails, the governor or the designce of the governor may 

9 decline to honor the demand. Ir the petitioner prevails and the i1.d:vidual whose 

I 0 rendition is dcmandcd is subject to a support order, the governor or designcc may 

11 decline to honor the: demand if the individual is complying wilh the suppon orckr. 

12 ARTJCLE 9. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

13 Sec. 25.25.901. UNIFORMITY OF APPLICATION AND CONSTRUCTION. 

1-' This chapter shall be :ipplicd and construed to cff cctuate its general purpose 10 make 

1 S uniform the law with respect to the subject of this chapter among states enacting iL 

16 Sec. 25.25.902. SEVERABILlTY CLAUSE. Under AS 01.10.030, if a 

17 provi~ion of this l'h:iptcr or its application to a person or circumstance is held inval id, 

18 the invalid ity docs not affect other provisions or applic:uions of this chapter that can 

I? be given effect without the invalid provision or ::ipplic:uion. 

20 Sec. 25.25.903. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be cited as the Uniform 

21 ln1crstatc Family Support Act. 

22 • Sec. 7. r\S 25.27.020(a) is amended to rc:id: 

2J (a ) Tl1e agency 'hall 

2~ Cl) ~ck enforcement or child suppon orders (OF TiiE SUPERIOR 

25 COURTS J of the )late in 01her jurisdiction) :ind shall obi:iin, enforce, :ind administer 

16 the orders in 1hi~ 1a1c. 

27 (2) udopt regubtion · 10 cmy out the purposes of this chapter ruu1 

28 c\S 25.25. i ncl udin~ rc};U IJt ion~ 1h:u cst:ibli h 

2? (A) schedules for determining the amount :in obligor is liable: 

JO to contribute tov.'"Jfd the ~uppon of an obligc:c under this chapter :ind under 42 

31 U.S.C. 651 • 669 (Title IV·D. Social Security Act): 

.25 • CSSD I 15(FlS) 
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(B) pl·ocr.durcs for hearings conducted under AS 25.27.170; 

2 IANDJ 

3 (C) subject to AS 25.27.025 and to federal law, a unifonn rate 

4 of interest on a.rrear:.igcs of suppon that shall be charged 1.hc obligor upon 

5 notice: if child suppon payments ore JO or more days overdue or if payment is 

6 made by a check backed by insufficient funds; however. an obliger may not be 

7 charged interest on late payment of a child suppon obligation, other than a 

8 puyment on arre~1r.iges, if the obligor is 

9 (i) employed and income is being withheld from the 

10 obligor's wages under an income withholding order, 

11 (ii) receiving unemployment compensation and child 

12 suppon obligations are being withheld from the obligor's unemployment 

13 payments under AS 23.20.401; or 

14 (iii) receiving compensation for disabi lities under 

IS AS 23.30 and chi ld suppon obligations arc being withheld from the 

16 obligor's compensation payments; .n.ru1 
t 7 (Q) o~durcs for cstgblishin1! ;rnd disesrablishjng paternity. 

18 including orocedurcs for hegrin~; 

19 (3) udmini ter and enforce AS 25.25 (Uniform Jnterstnte Fpmily 

20 I RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OFI Support Act): 

21 ( 4) cs1ablish. cnf orce, :ind :id minister child suppon obligations 

22 administrJtivcly under thb chupter. 

23 (5) adminbtc:r the s1a1e plan required under 42 U.S.C. 651 • 669 (Title 

24 IV -D. Social Security Ac1) ns umcndcd; 

25 (6) disburse support plymcni collc:c1c:d by the :igc:ncy to the oulisce, 

26 together with interest charged under (2)(C) of this subsection: 

27 (7) c:.tabli:.h ar.d enforce Jdmini~crntively under this draptcr, or through 

28 the 1it1paior couns of the state. child upport orders from other jurisdictions pcrul.ining 

29 to obliger within the state: 

JO (8) cnf orcc: ond adminhtc:r spous:i l suppon orders if u spousal support 

31 obtig:iuon hJ) been cscablbhcd with re pect to the spouse and if the support obLigntion 
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t cstnblishcd with respect to the child of that spouse is also being administered; and 

2 (9) obtain a medical support order as part of a child support order if 

3 heaJth care coverage is available to the obliger at a reasonable cost; the agency shall 

4 consider whether adequme health care is available to the child through the Indiil!I 

5 Health Service or other insurance covernge before it order.> an obligor to provide health 

6 care coverage through insurance or other means; the medical support order must meet 

7 the requirements of AS 25.27.063; (ANDI 

8 (10) act on behalf of the Department of Health and Social Services in 

9 the enforcement of AS 47.07.025(b).i 

10 ( 11 > estQblish or disestablish. adminislrativcf y or throu~h court 

I l pction. the paternity of a chifd; 

12 (12) promollv provide to the Bureau of Vitgl Statistks. jn n fonnat 

13 aporovcd by the bureau. any final a~eacy dedsion administratively cstablishine 

14 or djs~stpblishing the ogternjtv of a child born in this stqtc; and 

15 !13) ad gs the central registry for all child suooort orders. 

16 • Sec. 8. AS 25.27 .02Z is amended to read: 

17 Sec. 25.27.022. ESTABLISHMENT AND ENPORCEMENT REQUESTS 

18 FROM 011-IER STATES. (a) The agency may act. under the laws of this state, 

19 upon requests from similar slate agencies in other states that operate child suppon 

20 enforcement programs under 42 U.S.C. 651 - 669 (Title IV-0 Social Security Act) 

21 lo \'Stablish or dis,~l;Jblish ont~rnitv and to establish and enforce against obligors 

22 within this st:1tc suppon obligations determined in other states. 

23 (b) Rcques1s from child suppon enforcement agencies in other states shall be 

24 made by application containing the infomuuion that this st:itc's ngcncy requires and 

25 including wriuen au1horin tion from the requesting state at;cncy and the obligec for 

26 this stn1c's agency 10 ini1iate necrs.suy action !NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH. 

27 ENFORCE, AND COLLECT lliE SUPPORT OBLIGATION ON TIIEIR BEHALF!. 

28 • Sec. 9. AS 25.27.040(a) is amended 10 re:1d: 

29 (a) The ;i~c:ncy ~ (Sfl/\LLI :ippear on bchaJf of minor childn:n or their 

JO mother or lq;ul cu~todiJn or the state and initiate effort to have the p:uemity of 

31 children born out of " cdlock dettnnined by the coun. When the agency is 11 pa.rty 1Q 
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I a court llN ANJ action in which paternity is contcstcdt it shall request and pay for 

2 a:enctic testing [TESTS! and procedures under AS 25.20.0SO(t). The agency may 

3 recover the costs of the tests as a cost of the ~action, except that costs may not 

4 be recovered from a person who is a recipient of aid under AS 47.25.310 - 47.25.420 

5 (Aid to Families with Dependent Children). 

6 • Sec. 10. AS 25.27.040(c) is amended to rend: 

7 (c) When the agency is a pany in a court (ANJ action in which paternity is 

8 contested, the agency shall move for a default judgment in a case that meets the 

9 conditions specified in AS 25.20.050(g). 

I 0 • Sec. 1 J. AS 25.27.075(f) is amended to read: 

11 (f) The agency shall rciain the infom1ation received under (n), (d), and (e) of 

12 this section for 3 partic:ulur employee only if the agency is responsible for establishing, 

13 enforcing, or collecting a support obligation of the employee or if the employee is a 

14 party to un ndminislnllive or judicial proc~djng 10 determine lhe onternity of a 

15 milit. If the employee docs not owe a support obligation or is not a pprty to a 

16 paternity procee<Jine. the agency may not create a record regarding the employee, and 

17 rhc information contained in the notice shall be promptly destroyed. 

18 * Sec. 12. AS 25.27.085 is amended to n:ad: 

19 St:c. 25.27.085. SUBPOENAS. The agency, with rhe concurrence of the 

20 c:ommis:;ioner of revenue, may subpoena persons, books, records, and documents to 

21 ill dctcnninc the extent and location of :isscts of any obliger who is 

22 more than .is days in arrears in a child suppon obligation established either by court 

23 or administrative ordcrl 

24 J2) dt•tcrminc lhe oatcrnity or p child und(r AS 25.27.165; or 

lS f3) djsrst;iblish the ontt'rnily o( g child under AS ZS.27. 166. 

26 • St!c. 13. AS 25.27.1-lO(a) i~ amended 10 read: 

27 (:i) If no suppon orckr has been cnlercd. the :igency may establish pgternily 

28 llll1 a duty of upport utilizing the procedures prescribed in AS 25.27.160 - 25.27.220 

29 and may enforce :i duty or uppon utilizins the: procedure prescribed in AS 25.27.230 • 

JO 25.27.270. Action under thi ) sub~cction mny be undc:nakcn upon application of an 

31 obligc:c. or nt che Ui;t:ncy's O\lrn discretion ir th,. obligor is liable t<> the stnte under 

CSSB I IS(FIN) .23 . 
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AS 25.27.120(a) or (b). 

2 • Sec. 14. AS 25.27 is amended by adding new sections to read: 

3 Sec. 25.27.165. DETERMINATION OF PATERNITY IN AN 

4 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDING. (a) Upon application from n mother, custodian, 

S or legal custodian of a child, or from a state, the agency may institute administrative 

6 proceedings to detennine the paternity of a child born out of wedlock. 

7 (b) In order to iniri:ite a paternity proceeding administratively, the agency shall 

8 serve a mother and putntive father, as appropriate, with a notice of paternity and 

9 financial responsibility. The notice shall be served personally as set out in Alaska 

10 Ruic of Civil Procedure 4(d) or by registered, cenified, or insured mail, return receipt 

11 requested, for restricted delivery only to the person to whom the notice is directed or 

12 to the person authorized under federal law to receive that person's restricted delivery 

1.3 mail. The notice must be accompanied by 

t.i ( l) an adminisr:r:nivc order requiring that the mother, child~ and putative 

15 father submit to genetic testing to be arranged by the agency; 

16 (2) an administrative order requiring the putative father to provide 

17 financial infonnation, as defined by the agency in regulation, within 20 days after 

18 service of the notice: all financial information provided to the agency under an order 

19 under this paragraph shall be held confideniial by the :igency, according to any 

20 applicable regulations~ and 

21 (3) :i notice of right to infom1al conference, to be held within 20 days 

22 after receipt of an admis ion of paternity or service upon the panics of genetic test 

23 results. 

2-' (c) A person served with a notice of paternity and finam:ial responsibility shall 

25 ftk a response, admitting or denying paternity and providing the required financi:il 

26 inform:ition, within 20 days after the date of service of the notice of p:uernity and 

27 fi nancial rc~ponsibility. If the put:uivc father ndmiis paterrity, the :igency shall issue, 

28 within 20 days after the :idmis ion of paternity. a decision esu1blishing pnternity. If 

29 the putati,·c father denies paternity. the put:itive father sh:ill submit to genetic tc ting, 

JO a~ provided in (b) of this section. within 30 days after the: dntc of service of the notice 

31 of p:itcmity :ind financial n: :>pon:i1tJ .• u_. 

. 14). CSSB l 15(FIN) 
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1 (d) Upon receipt of genetic test results, the agency shall serve on the putative 

2 father notice of the test results and of the date for the infonnal conference. Service 

3 of the notice shall be made by first class mail. If the genetic test results are negative 

4 under lhc ~tandard set in AS 25.20.050(d), the agency shall issue a finding of 

5 nonpatcmity within 20 days after lhe agency's receipt of the test results. If lhe genetic 

6 test results are positive under the standard set in AS 2S.20.050(d), the agency shall 

7 issue iln informal conference decision within 20 days after the agency's receipt of the 

8 test results. 

9 (e) If the agency issues a decision establishing paternity under (d) of this 

10 section, the putative father is entitled 10 a formal hearing if a written request for 

11 h<:aring is served on the agency by ccnified mail, return receipt requested, within 30 

J 2 days after the date of service of the agency's decision. 

13 (f) If n rc4ucst for a fonnal hearing is made under (c) of this section, an 

14 execution under AS 25.27.062 and 25.27.230 • 25.27.270 may not be stayed unless the 

I 5 putative father po~lS security or a bond in the amount of child suppon that would have 

16 been due under the infom1al conference decision pending the decision on the fonnal 

17 hearing. If no request for a formal hearing is m3de under (e) of this section, the 

18 infom1:il conf ere nee decision establishing paternity is final. 

19 (g) If :i request for :i fonnal hcarin~ is made under (c:) of this section. the 

20 hearing officer shall consider the evidence applying the standards set in 

2 t AS 25.20.050(d). 

22 (h) If a putative father who requests a formal hearing under (e) of this sc<:tion 

2J fail s to Jppcar at the fomlUl hearing, the hearing officer shall enter n final decision 

24 cstablbhing paternity. 

25 (i) llu: :.igcncy may recover :lily costs it pay for gcncnc tests required by this 

26 c<:tion. except th :.i~ co)ts m:.iy not be recovered from :i ;>erSOn who is a recipient of a.ic.J 

27 under r\S 47.25.3 lO • .i7.25.420 (Aid to Families with Depcnden. Children). 

28 Sc<:. 25.27. l66. DISESTABLISHMENT OF PATERNITY. (a) The agency 

29 1>hall , by rc&ulation. e.)tabfoh procedures ::ind sund:Lrd for the disestablishment of 

30 p~1ternity of a child whose paternity was established in 1his state if 1hc p;itemity was 

31 not C\tJbl1~hcd by genetic test n:~ull') that met the suml:lrd set out in AS 2S.20.050(d) 

c.:ssn 115\ FI~ ) .J~ 
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at the time the test was perf onned. 

2 (b) The agency's standards and procedures under (a) of this section must 

J (I) allow :i person 10 petition the agency to disestablish paternity only 

4 once per child; 

S (2) allow a petition to disestablish paternity to be brought only within 

6 three years :ifter the child's binh or three years after the petitioner knew or should have 

7 known of the father's putative putcrnity of the child, whichever is later; and 

8 (3) provide standards n.nd notice and hearing procedures that arc 

9 et1uivalcnt to those used for estahlishmcnt of patcmity under AS 25.27.165. 

l 0 (c) The agency shall disestablish paternity under this section if genetic test 

11 rcsuhs arc negative under the standard set out in AS 25.20.050(d) and if Lhe other 

12 stundard~ csrnblishcd in its regulations arc met. 

J 3 (d) If a decision under th is section disestablishes paternity, the petitioner's 

14 child suppon obligation or liability for public assistance under AS 25.27.120 is 

15 modified rct.roactively 10 extinguish arrearagcs for child support and accrued liability 

16 for public assistance based on the alleged p:ucrnity that is disestabl ished under this 

17 section. This subsection may be implemented only 10 the extent not prohibited by 

18 federal law. 

19 (c) The cos1s or gcnc1ic te!>ling under this section shall be assessed ag:iinst the 

20 petitioner if paternity is not discst:iblished. If paternity is disestablished under this 

21 cction. 1hc co~ts oi ~enctic testing shall be assessed :igainst 

22 ( I ) 1he individual to whom the petitioner paid or owed child suppon 

23 payments for the child for whom paternity was disestablished; or 

2~ (2) Lhe agency if there is no individuaJ who meets the dcscrip1ion in ( I) 

25 or this sub~ction. 

26 • Sec. IS. AS 25.27.18U(a) is amended to read: 

27 (:i) Within 20 days ilflu IOFI the date of the he~ng, the he~ng officer shall 

28 :idopt findings and a decision dctem1ining whether 11iJcroity js ~rnbllsbP.d and 

29 wtwlhcr a duty of support exist$ :ind, if :i duty of support is found. the amount of 

J() periodic payments or sum for which the alleged obligor is found 10 be responsible. 

Jl • Sec. 16. AS 25.27.180<c) is :imended 10 read: 

.JI. CSSB l IS(fl, ) 
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(c) A decision cegardinr.: suooort rendered under (a) of this section is 

modified 10 the extent that a subsequent order, judgment, or decree of a superior coun 

is inconsistent with the decision entered under (a) of this section. 

• Sec. 17. AS 25.27.2 IO(a) is amended to read: 

(a) Judicial review by the superior court of a fin al admjnjstratjye [AN 

AGENCY] decision establishing or disestablishing oaterniey and establishing or 

modifying a duty of support or amounlS of support due may be obtained by filing a 

notice of appeal in accordance wi th the applicable rules of court governing appeals in 

civil mauers. A notice of appeal shall be filed within 30 days ~ [OF] the decision. 

• Sec. 18. AS 25.27 .2 lO(c) is amended to read: 

(c) The complete record includes 

( 1) the notice and finding of financial responsibility. the notice of 

p:itcrnity nnd rin:incial rrsoonsibility. or the notice of nnd petition for an action 

disestQbllshing oplcrnity. as poolkable; 

(2) the rc4ucst for a hearing; 

(3) the decision of the hearing officer. 

(4) the exhibits admiucd or rejected~ 

(5) the written evidence: 

(6) all other documents in the case. including decisions of the agency. 

• Sec. 19. AS 25.27.230(11) is amended to read: 

(a) At the expiration of 30 days afill (FROM EITI-IERJ (I) the date of 

disoibution of an inc.:omc withholding order under AS 25.27.062, [ORI (2) the date of 

service of a notice and finding of fin:inci3J responsibility under AS 25.27 .160, m:..Ql 

the date of sen ke or n d~dc;ion csltiblisbjn~ oilternit y under ,\S 25.27. 165Ccl or 

id1 the agency may as~n a lien upon the real or pcrson:il propcny of the obligor, in 

the amount of the obliger's liability. 

• Sec. 20. AS 25.27.250(a) is umcndc:d to read: 

(n) ;\t the expir.ttion of [EITHER! (I) 15 days 1lfiIT [FROM] the date of 

~rvicc of an im:ome withholding order under AS 25.27.062 or notice under 

AS 25.27.150, or (2) 30 days afW: [FROMJ the date of service of :i notice nnd finding 

of fin:rnc:ial rcllpon ibi li ty under AS 25.27.160. or t..>l ' doys nflcr sep•ice of n 

cssn 11s<FIN) .32. 
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1 decision establishina: oat emit y under AS 25.27. J65Ccl or (d). the agency may issue 

2 to any person, political subdivision. or department of the sl4ltc an order to withhold and 

3 deliver propeny. 

4 *Sec. 21. AS 25.25.010, 25.25.020, 25.25.030. 25.25.040, 25.25.050, 25.25.060. 25.25.070. 

s 25.25.080, 25.25.090, 25.25.100, 25.25.110, 25.25.120, 25.25.1 30, 25.25.140. 25.25.150. 

6 25.25.160, 25.25.170, 25.25.171. 25.25.173. 25.25.175, 25.25.180, 25.25.190, 25.25.200, 

7 25.25.210. 25.25.220, 25.25.230. 25.25.240. 25.25.250. 25.25.252, 25.25.254, 25.25.256, 

8 25.25.258. 25.25.260, und 25.25.270 arc repealed. 

9 •Sec. 22. AS 25.25.313(c), added by sec. 6 of this Act, has the effect of amending Alaska 

10 Rules of Civil Procedure 79 and 82, by requiring the court to award costs and attorney fees 

11 under certain circumstam:es. 

12 • Sec. 23. AS 25.27. I 66(d), enacted by sec. 14 of rhis Act, has the effect of amending 

13 Al;iska Rule of Civil Procedure 90.3(h)(2) by allowing retroactive modification of child 

14 suppon arrearJgcs undt:r circumst:.inccs involving disestablishment of paternity. 

15 • Sec. 24. TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Revenue, child support 

16 cnforccmcnt agency, may immediarcly proceed to adopt regulations to implement the changes 

17 made by this Act The rcgulalions take effect under AS 44.62 (Admjnistr.uivc Procedure Act), 

18 but not before January l , l 996. 

J 9 • Sec. 25. AS 25.27.166(d), enacted by sec. 14 of this Ac1, may Lake effect with only a 

20 majority vote of both houses of the legislature because the coun rule it amends is an 

21 inicrprctivc rult: not governed by rhc procedural requircmcnLS of an. IV. sec. 15. Constitution 

22 of the: Stare of Alaska. 

23 • Sec. 26. AS 25.25.3 1 )(c). :idded by sec. 6 of th is Act, takes effect only if sec. 22 of this 

24 Act rc:cc:ivcs the two- thi rds majority vote of each house rcquirc<l by an. IV, sec. 15, 

25 Cons1i1u1ion of the StJtc of Alaska. 

26 • Sec. 27. Section 24 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS Ot.10.070(c). 

27 • Sec. 28. Except ru; provided in sec. 27 of this Act. this Ac t rnkc:s effect January I, 1996. 

.lJ. CSSB 115(FIN) 
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Revision Date: ---------- - ---­
fiUe: Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 

Department Affected: ...:.R.;.;:e:...;.v""'en.;.;:u;.:;e ________ _ _ 
BAU: Child Support Enforcement Division 
Component Child Support Enforcement Division 

Sponsor: .;...A..;;.u;,..;;;le.;;;.s _____ -----------
Requester: .::G:..:::o:.!.ve:::.:m..:..::::.:or _____________ _ COMPONENT SERIAL NO • ...:1:...:.1..:..1 - --------

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) 

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 
PERSONAL SERVICES 169. 1 35 1.7 365.8 380.4 395.6 411 .5 
iRAVEL 
CONTRACTUAL 86.2 180.2 188.3 196.9 206.0 215.4 
SUPPLIES 3.2 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 
EOUl?MENT 83.1 0 0 0 0 0 
LANO & STRUCTURES 
GRANTS, CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS 
TOTAL OPERATING 341 .6 538.3 560.5 583 7 608.0 633.J 

( CAPITALEXPE~N~D~IT~U~R~E~S _____ ..1.,_ ___ ~o~.O:._.i._ __ ~o~.O_i_ ____ __:;.:c.~0.....1.-__ ~o~.o=-.4. ___ --=o~o:......i... ____ --=o~.O~ 

I CHANGE IN REVENUES C 

FUND SOURCE: 
• 002 Federal Receipts 
: 003 GF Match 
1004 GF 
1005 GF/Pr09ram Receipts 
1006 GF/MHTIA 
OTHER 
TOTAi 

Estimate of any current year (FY 95) cost: 
POSITIONS: 

I FULL-TIME 
?AAT·TIME 
~HIPORARY 

595 0 

225.4 
46 .1 

70.0 
3J 1 I] 

$ 0.0 

8 

~NAL YSIS: (Allacn .1 scpa1n10 pago tf necessary.) 

1.190 0 1 1900 

(Thousands of Dollars) 
355.3 369.9 

72 7 15.7 

110.3 114.9 
'-1A 3 c;s;n s 

8 8 

1.190 0 1.190 0 1.190.QJ 

385 3 401.3 418.0 
78 7 82 1 85.4 

119.7 124.6 129.9 
SA'\ 7 MJ:I 0 l:."l'l , 

a a a 

The administrative cStjbJishment or paternity. in C:l SCS where the putntivc fa ther ho.s Jcknowleclged pnt rnity or 
J genetic test indic:itcs a 95% or better probobilit.)' th:il the put-:1tivc fath er i1' the father, will decrease t.hc time 
rtquLrcd to establish pa ternity. This decr l!nscd time •,;,•ill help CSEO mee t tho now fedcr!'J ti me frame (or 
•'":ik1bls:shmcnc. which require thnt an order must be cs~blishcd in 754* of the c.1sc.'J within 6 months of l ~."ltion or 
~h~ obtigor including est..iblishrng paternity if requi red. The prcvtoui; rt'quiNmcnl w~s thnt paternity hnd to be 
~st.:ibli,'lh d within one year of scrvmi; the pnler~1t.y complaint on tho putative (nthcr. Onc:o piltcrnity wo.s 
•st.1bti hcd CSED h d on additional 3 month.:> to esta blish .ln orde r By 1!$l:1blish1nu pntcrnity more quickly, 
obligors wilJ not occumolatc large nrrcnr;\gc prior to being odjuclicatl'd the fath er. Oblicors w1ll be more likely U> 

pny nd will bcgrn pnying carliC!r. This w1ll increo3 ' AFDC colh:ctions npprox1mnt~ly St,700,000 per ycnr or 
which thl' :itotc will rct.1in 50,000. 96 revenues will be :M25.000 (or hnlf :i ycnr 
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The Chile Supoort Er forcement D1v1s1on oro1cc1s increased collec:1ons as a rnsult of ths 
'eg1slat1cn 

F fty oercer. t :>f child supoon collected on bl'n<ilf or AFCC 1:n1ldren rs retained by tre 
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,\NALYSIS (cont.): 

This bill establishes authority fer ;he Chile Supocrt E:iforcemer.t Division of the 
Departmenr of Re1Jenue to establish paternity by an administrative process. CSED 
expects child supoort collections on behalf of AFDC children :o increase as a result of 
this legislation. 

AFDC aoolicants assign to the State the nght to collect child support on behalf of AFDC 
children. 1Nhen CSED collec!s :h1ld suer.en on behalf of an AFDC child. the first S50 
per month 1s paid to the AFDC family. Fifty percent of !he amount collected 1s 
transferred as GF Program Receipts \O !he AFDC component of the Assistance 
Payments BRU. The remainder is ::aid o :he federal government to offset federal 
AFDC costs. 

The GF Program Receipts transferred :o the il.FOC comcor.ent are useo in ::race of GF 
Match funds . 

.l ssumpuons: 

·Ne assume that :he GF =rc~ram ~·!Ceict ft.mes trar.sfer~eo ,.rem CSED :o :he .~FCC 
orcgram .Jffset AFCC GF Nlatc:i funcs "cllar-fcr-·:ollar 

Carc~lc.:ions: 

CSEO cro1ec1s he folfow1ng :imou1 ts of r.c~easeo Gr ?f'cgram Rece1ots :o :e 
·ransferred to the AFDC Comconent as a '~suit of :hrs leg1slatrcn. 

ln1erstate Collecuons ,.\dm1n. Patem1t11 Est Tctal 

FY 96 -!25 0 ;o a 595:; 

FV 9i· FY 01 850 ~ ~.!Q 0 190 0 
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. lJS(FIN) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NJNETEENTI I LEGISLA Tt:RE - FlRST SESSION 

BY l'llE SF.NATE FINA~CE CO~t~llT1'EE 

Offerctl : 
Hcfcrn:d: 

Sponsor1s1: "EN TE RULF.S CO~IMITTEE IW R~QUF T OF TIIF. GO\'El~:"OR 

A BIL L 

FOR .\N ,\ CT ENTITLED 

9-GS0042\F 

"An Act rcpc;1ling the l:niform Rcciproc.:ll Enforccm~nl or upport .\ ct; COJC l in~ 

the {jniform Inter t:i tc Family • 11ppor1 r\ ct: amending .\J:i.ska Rules of Civil 

Procedure 79 and S.!: :ind pro\ icliug for an cfTcctivc date." 

BE IT E~ .. \ C1~£D UY TJIE LEG I LATCRE OF Tll ... STATE OF .\LASKA: 

• cction I. AS 25.~5 1s :imc ndct.l by JJJin~ new cct1011~ to rc::iJ: 

ARTICLE I . GE:\ER.\L PROVISIO~S . 

Sec. :?5.~5 . 10 I. DEFl~lTJO\'S In lh1s ..:haptt:r. 

t 1 I '\:h1ld" mc:rns an 1mfi, 1t.lu:il. v. hcthcr O\cr or under the Jge oi 

m:iJomy. who 1s or I)\ :illcgcd to bl! o\\cU J Juty ;>f )Upport b~ !ht.: individu:iJ's p:lrcnt 

or ·.vho is or • ~ J.!lcgcd to be lh~ b<:nc:lic1ary l'i j ' l ppt>rt order Jirccted 10 the parcn1 : 

(:) "child support order · mcJrl" :i ~upport or f.:r for :i child. includins 

a child \\ho h;b JllJinc:d the :isc of nlJJOnty under the J. w 01 the i suing s1:11c:: j 
O> ·uu1y of upron· meJn-. ;in ubhg:i11un imposed or 1mposnblc by l:m 

to pro' idc ~u p port for a i:hil ~J. ~pau se. or 1mmcr ' pou c, includrng Jn un 4i:tt1.sfic ll 

C ~u I IStf.'l. ) 
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1 ! obligation to provide suppon: 

2 (4) "home state" me:ms the st::ite in which a chi ld lived with a parent 

3 or a person acting as a parent for at least si:< consecutive months immcdi;uely 

-' preceding the time of filing of a cornplnint or compar:iblc pleading for support and. if 
I 

5 a child is less than six months old, the St:lli.: i11 which the 1-:hild li ved from birth wirh 

6 a parent or person acting as :l parent: a period of temporary :ibscnce of a p::irc.:nt or 

7 person acting as a parent is counted as p:irt of I.he six·month or other period: 

8 ' (5) "income" i11clt1ucs earnings or other periodic emi1Jc01cn1s to money 

') from any source and any tJthcr property subject to withholding for support un<lc.r the 

JO law of thi s1:uc: 

J l '6J "income withholding order" means :in order or other lcg:il process 

12 dirc:c ted to an obligor. an obliger's employer. an obliger's future employer, or another 

13 person. politic:il subdivision. or dt:panmcnt of the st::ire, under AS ~5.27 to w11hhold 

14 support from the income oi the obliger under AS ~5 . :!7: 

15 ri) 'i n111ating state" means a st:uc in which l proceeding under th 1~ 

16 1 ch;1ptcr or a IJw subs1:m11ally similar to this ~haptcr. the fom1cr provi·;ion-; ol this 

17 ctwptcr. the Cn11orm Reciprocal Enforcement of Support . \ cc. or the Revised Uniform 

JR Rcc1proc:il Entorccmcm or Support Act is filed for forwarding to a ;csponuing ~late; 

19 (S) 'ini11:iung mbunal" means the Juthorizcd tnbun:il m :rn 1n11i.11ing 

20 sc:ite: 

11 19) 'issuing st 1c" mean~ rhc stJrc in vh1ch :i tribunal 1 ~SllC'l .1 'uppor1 

~2 order or renders .1 Judgment determining paren tage: 

23 ( 10) 'i:,suinH tnbunal" mc.::lns the tnbun:il th::it 1!.sucs :-i supp<>rt order 

2~ or rc:tdcrs :1 judgment Jctcnninsn~ p:11cnt:igc: 

25 ( 11 > "l.1w" includc:s dcr1i,ion:il Jnd sratutory IJ\\ Jnd rule .111d 

~6 rc~ulallons ha\'ir.g the force of l:iw: 

27 1 ( I:!) "obli};cc · mc::ins 

!8 (A> .m imJi \'idu:il 10 whom a c.huy of support 1s or 1s Jllci_tcd to 

29 bl! owed or m who\c f Jvor a ~upport order h:l.) been 1s~ucJ or :i JUllsmcnl 

JO tlctcmuning parentage: h.is bccn rendered. 

31 1 (0 ) a st:itc: nr pol1t1c.1l subdiv1s1on to which the nt;ht."i unJcr J 

c.~su 11 s FIN> 
l 
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duty of support or support order have b<:en ass ignec.J or th:it has independent 

2 clJ11m; ba.'icd on financinl assistance pwviclcd to :rn inc.J ividual obligce; or 

3 (C) an i11clividual seeking :i Judgment dc1crmining parentage of 

.t the inc.JividuaJ 's child: 

5 (13) "o~ 1gor" means an individuJI or 1hc es1::11c or :i decedent who 

(, (A) owes or 1s alleged to owe ::i duty of :iupport; 

7 (B) is alleged but has :mt b<:cn adjudic:itcd to be :i parent of a 

8 dul<.l; or 

9 {C) i) liable under a :;uppon order: 

l 0 (f J > "rcg1Mcr" mc:in\ to file:>. ~upport order or judgment dctcnmnan~ 

J I rarcni:ige '' llh .i rcgi)tcring tnuun::il; 

12 l I s·1 "rcgi~tcnng in bun al" mc:ms the tnbun::i l in \ \ h1ch a ~upport order 

13 or Jlld2mcnt determining p:ircnr:igc 1 registered; 

1-t ( 16 "responding 'it::ttc" mc:in'i .1 s1:11c to which a rroccc:din£ 1~ 

15 :·o~ ardcd 1:ndcr this d1Jplcr or ,, IJv. subs1:int1ally <11milar to llw. dtaptcr. the former 

J 6 ;>rov1.,1ons ,,j 1h1s .:h:iptcr. the limionn Rcc1proc::il Enforcement oi Support Acc. or the 

I i Re\'iscd L'nifom1 R\!c1procJI Enforcement of Suppor1 Act: 

18 (Ii} "rcsrondan tnbun:il " mc:in~ tht: :iuthonzcd tnbunal 1r J 

19 rcspor.dsn; \ I .Uc: 

20 (I.) .. spc1u al sup rt order· mc:ms J suppon order for a c.pous-: ilr 

21 former ~plusc oi the: obhgor: 
., ., -- ( 19) '\rare· mc;in~ J \ tl tc of the Unucd Stares. 1hc: D1~1n~t or 

:?J Columbia. the: Common"c:Jlth ol Puc~o Rico. t'r JOY territory Qr insu!Jr po-.~c<.\1on 

_.a "iUbJC:Ct to lh~ jun~d1<. 11on oi !he u nited Slates: the tcnn 'stJlC. inducks . f rc:1~n 

25 JUnsd1ct1on ch:it hJ.S c~r:ibla~hcd prncc:durc~ for i~~uancc: Jn cnfo1~cmcnr of 'upport 

26 orders thll m: •.ubc, :tnllally .simil.u co rhc proccJu·cs under th1' ~haprcr: 
.. _ , 

29 

30 

J I 

(?0) ··~uppon cnforccrnc:nt :igen ~·~ mc:>ns .1 public 01 fiC:.1~ or ~•enc~ 

'uthon1cu ll• c~ 

(:\ ) c11fortc: mcnt ol ' UP('<'rt ordcn or l~\H rcl:mns to the duty 

oi suppon: 

• 8 > c.,tJbh~ hmcnt M modar n:Jllon >i ciuhl upport or<.!c:u: 

. J.. . ·u 1 ISO· I~) 
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(C) dc1cnni11a1ion of paren ragc; or 

2 (0 ) lhc loca1ion of obl igors or 1hcir a.sscLS: 

J (2 1) "suppon order" means a judgment decree. or order. whcrhc:r 

.t icmporar;, final. or subject 10 modilica1ion. for the b<:ncfit oi a child, J spou~c. or :i 

5 former spouse, that provu.Jcs for monct:H)' support , health care. arrc:irascs. or 

6 rc1mbur;cmcnt. and m:iy include rcl:11cd coslS .u1d fees. interest. income withholding. 

7 :momcy fees. and other relief; 

8 (:!2) "lribun:tl" means a court. administrative agency. or qun.s1-judici:il 

9 cn11ty .1uthonzcd to cs1ablish. enforce. or mo<li fy support orders or 10 determine 

10 parcniagc. 

11 Sec. ~5.:?5.102. TRTBl'NALS OF THIS STATl;. TI1c ,upcnor court .ind the 

12 ~hild support enforcement Jgcncy Jrc the tnbunals or this !ll::t tc. 

Sec. :S.~5.103. RE~IEDIES CL'~ l l. LA TIVE. Rcmedtc~ provided by tfm 

I~ d1Jr1cr ;ire cumulat1\·c Jnd do not Jiicct the .w:11l.1b1hty ol rcmcd1c4i undc:r other IJ \~ 

15 • Sec. 1. AS :s._s I\ amended by Jddmg new >ecttons to rc:.1 

16 AR1 ICLE :. 1 'RI ·olCTIO='. 

17 Sec. :?5 ~5 . -01. BASES FOR JL"RISOICTION OVER ~0=-'RESIDE:\I. In 

IS .i pwccc:dmg 10 estabh~h. c:nforte. or modify ~ !IUfpt n ort!c:r or 10 dc:1cmunc pJttntJ:;c. 

19 :i cnhunJ! oi th1\ iri tJtc may c·u:rcm: rc:rson:il JUn\dic:1on O\cr :i nonrcsadcnt tnd1v1duJI 

20 or the indt\ 1duJI' ~u:m.11.m or con~crvator 1i 

? I ( I) the indi\'1d11al 1s pcr~onJlly served '"' llh l ctra11on. summons. or 

:? :? noti c: \\uh in this 51ltc: 

23 c ~) he mdt\ 1du:il l!bm1L\ io :he ,um<lic :11Jn or th1' ~Ille b~ conscm. 

b~· cntcnns J 0cncr.il .1prcan.ncc. or by riling J r n.,1,c ~ocurm:nt havmg chc: c:uc:c: 

l m· wai~1n • ~my come l to pcf'OnJJ JUri d1" •son. 

?G (J ) the: inJi, adu;il rc:1i<lcd '' 11h &ht.: child 111 lh:s .. 1.11c: 

27 ·' ) the 1nd1 \'1du;d rc~11!cll an lhtS St le: :ind r ro\ &~c:d prcn:ll:JI c\pcn)c: 

1:-1 or ~uppor: for chc duld: 

(5) &he ' h1ltl rcsu:ks 10 Um u:ih: t rnul t ot the x ' >r Jirc :1\c5 o ( 

J O the: HUf I\ 1JUJI: 

.3 1 IM the mdt' 1duJI c:n,k;:igcd 1n e\uJ.I mtc rcuur c an th1§ i l3lc Jn1f the 

~. 
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child m:iy hnve been conccivccl by tha t ac t of intercourse: 

(7) the individual acknowledged parentage in a writing cJcposi1cd wi th 

the Bureau of Vital St ::uisucs under AS 25 .20.050~ or 

(8) tllcrc is ~mother b:i.s1s consistent with the constitutions of th is s1:i1c 

and the United Sliltcs for the exercise of personal jurisdiction. 

Sec. ~5.:?S.:?02. PROCEOvRE WHEN EXERClSL\;G Jl,"RlSDICTION OVER 

NONRESIDE. T . A tnbun:tl of l111s state exercising personal jurisdiction over :i 

nonresident under AS 25.-5 ... 01 may apply r\S 25.25.316 to receive evidence from 

Jnorhc r st:ue .ind AS .5 .• 5 318 to obta.in discovery through a 1nbun:il of :lllothcr '\tatc. 

In Jll other respccrs. AS :s :?5.301 • !t .. 5.70 I do nut ;,ipply .ind the tribunal shall 

.1rpl) rhc pr<Xcdur;tl :inJ subs!Jnmc law of l111s ~tJtc, including the rules on choice oi 

law other than those esr:ibh!ihcd by this ch:tptcr. 

Sec. ~5.:?5.:?03. INrTIAT~G A>JD RESPOND!. 'G TRm ~AL OF THIS 

ST.\ TE. lindcr rim chapter. :l tnbunal of Lh1s Sl:lh: may scr\c J.s an m1uaung tnbunJI 

w ion" a1d proceedings 10 Jnothcr 'talc: :ind J.) J responding 1nbunJI for proc~cdrn gs 

lnlll J lcJ in another SIJte. 

Sec ~5 :?5 10.l. Sl~l 'LTA~""EOL'S PROCEFD~GS I~ A:\ OTHER ST.\ TE. 

.11 . \ rnhun.tl o( tlus ~l:Jlc m:i~ c:-ccrcisc JUrud1cuon to cslllbhsh a 'uprort order :i the 

~omp!Jint or comrJI:iblc: plc:Jdmg 1< :ilcd Jf1c:r J compf:unt or compJrablc: pleading 1s 

(ilcd m .lilOlhcr siJh: only ai 

( 1) the compl;unt er .:omp:ir.ibfc plc.Jdtng in ch1) ... ;J:c 1~ Ii led before 

the c\ptr uon of 1hc umc J llll\\C:J 111 :he otllcr ~rate for r1l:n£ ;i rc)ponsa .. ·c plcldm~ 

ch:ilfcngm:; the: c~c:r1.:.1.sc ~f ; uns<l1c:1on by the mhcr S l 3tc~ 

(~l the: comc:Jiung p:in: umcly ch:ilfc:nsc:~ he: c\adsc of jumdicuon 

H1 !he ocher 'lJtc:: JnJ 

(j) 1( ~lc:\ Jnl. Chi.> I.lie I\ Lhc: hiimc: ~IJlC 01 lhc d111d. 

(hl :\ rnbun:il ol !hu stJlc: m.i:. not c~cn:1 c JUnsdt :1 m cu c\l ,1bhsh 3 support 

1.mkr 1t the ~c'"1plJan1 or (Olllf'Jr.tblc pfcJdan~ 1s lilc:t! l>c:turc: .1 compl:unt or 

.: unp:sr:ihlc plcJdang as 1lc:J in JllCHhcr ! Care II 

I) the: complaint or comp.u:iblc: pfc: dins in the: other ~1.11c 1~ Jilc t 

~fore &he C\pirauon ui the lime: ;illo~c:d tn 1h1\ \l.:ttc wr tili:it: a rc\ri0n~h·c: plcJ<.lini; 

·S. ~· ~u 11sfft\ ) 
u~~ i~!: t~1erl1r~ 1:c.r:-r:: :t:X: ~rr..r::r~J 
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challcngin~ rhc exercise of jurisdiction by this s1a1e: 

2 (2) the conccstjng party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdicuon 

J in this s1:11c; and 

4 (3) if rclcvanl, the other state is lhc.: home sratc of the child. 

5 Sec. 25.25.205. CONTfNUh'lG. EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION. (a) r-\ 

G tribunal of this state issuing .i ·upport orcer consistent with the l:nv of th is 'itatc h.1'i 

i con11nuing. exclusive jurisdiclion over :i child support order 

8 ( I) as long as this state remains the residence oi the obliger, 1he 

9 indi\'1duJI obligcc. or the child for whose bcncfi l the support order i~ issued; or 

I 0 (2) until each individual p:ir.y has tiled wnuen consent wuh the tribunal 

I I oi this st.Uc for a tnbun:il of another st:uc :o modiiy the order :ind Jssumc con inuang. 

12 c:<clu'i1\'c junsdiction. 

J 3 lb) A tnbunal of this stJlc issuing ~ 'hald 5uppon order cons1s1cnt with the l:iw 

14 ol thb st!ltc mJy not c:<crc i'ic 1Ls conun:.ing junsdicuon 10 modify the order ii the 

15 orJcr ha.' been modified bv J tnliunal of .ir.0thcr s1111c under a J,1w subst:intiallv 'iimilar . . 
J 6 10 chis ch:lptcr. 

17 (C) (f 3 child ~upport Order oi th:s tJIC: IS moJiiicd by J tnbun:iJ Of JnOlhcr 

18 ~t;ltc under J Jaw substJnually simil::ir lo :!m ~nJptc:r. J tnbun I oi th1' 'l lOtc !oscs Its 

19 conunuin.~. exclusive. JUrisdicuon "1th re ?l:d to proc;pccta' c c:nforccmc:nt o( chc order 

10 l!-SUCd In this SIJtC :ind ma~ l)Oly 

21 ( J) c:nrorcc the: order th;it ·" ~s :no<lific:d ~ co Jmounas ac~rumg before 

22 chc mcx.!1fica11on: 

=3 C) enforce nonmoJiliahlc ~~cts oi ch:H orck:: JnJ 

?.t <3) pro .. 1tk olhcr Jprrupr. .c: ;clic:l for '111l:ic1ons or th:11 urt!cr th:u 

15 Oi:cum~ before the: ctfcc:i'c: cfa~c of :he m0\!1fo:auon. 

~b tdl A tnbun:i.I of t1w1 ~t.tlc: ~hJJI rt'~o:;m1c d1c -:imunusn~. c~dU!tl\ C: jun~1 ·11on 

27 "' l 1nbun:il of another ~tltc th .H h.i.\ 1H.m.I 1 ~ h at t upport order under :i l;iw 

?S "ub t:inuoll) ~imil.u 10 this ch:.11nrr. 

29 (c) .\ tcmporJI) 'uppcm order 1~suc:d c pJ.ttc llf pen.Jing re lllucion oi a 

30 JUrhu1c:uonll conll1ct doc~ not c:rc: :uc ~ont1nuan •. c\clushc: JUr.sJ1ctiun in lhc 1\~uin 

tnbunal , 

C U ll ~ t HM .lj. 

l ~ j•~· '~d•r::n rd ~ - .z: ~r.:r;:- ~P..A~~Z::E..:JJ 
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(() A lribun:il of lhis Sl:Hc issuing a support order consistent wilh the law of 

this state has continuing, exclusive juri::diclion over a spousal support order throughout 

the existence of the support obligatio'l. A tribunal of this state may not modify a 

~pou~aJ support orde r issued by a tri!i~n:il of :mother Sl:ttc havirig continuing, exclusive 

jurisdic tion over that order under the bw of that state. 

Sec. 25.25.:!06. ENFORCEMENT A\JD MODrFICATlON OF SUPPORT 

ORDER BY TRIBUNAL HAVING C0~1'1NUfNG JURISDlCTlON. (a) A tribunaJ 

of this state may ~erve as an initiating 11 ibu1i:! 10 request a tribunal of another state to 

cnforcc or modiiy a suppon orde r iss11cd 111 thal state. 

(b) A tribun:il oi this slate having conlinuing, c'clus1vc jurisdiction over a 

' upport ordc.:r m:iy net JS a responding tribunal to cnlorcc or mo<liiy the order. If J 

p:my subject to the conunurng, cxclu5ivc juri!idicuon of the tribunal no longer rc~ idcs 

in the j,suing st:itc. 111 subsequent proceedings the 1ribun:il may apply AS 25.25.316 

to receive cv1dcncc i1om Jno1hcr ~ late :ind AS 25.25.31 S to obt:tin discovery through 

a tribunal of ~mother state. 

(c) A tribunal of th:. ) I.lee th:it l.1ck~ conunuing. 1:xclu,l\c junsdicuon o· .:r J 

~pous.tl support order rnly not serve .u w rt$ponding <nbunal to mo<liiy .i spousJI 

support order oi another )t:ttc . 

Sec. :!5.:?5.:o,. REC ;i:_::--:n fO~ OF CHILD SCPPOkT ORDERS. lJ ) If J 

proceeding 1s brought under tfm ch;1p1c.:r . .md one or more child suppon orders have 

been is.sued m this or another st.11c .... uh rcg.uu 10 an obligor JnJ J child. J tnbun:il oi 

du~ ~tJrc ~hJll apply the ialfo,~ mg rules 111 dctc:m1miny which order to rccosnizc tor 

pu'lJ-O~cs of ~rm11nu111g . c'(dU!!ilVc jumd1ctton: 

(I J ti onl~ one tnbun:ll ha.; ''~ucd a child supp1>1 order, the order of 

1h01 t trtbunJl shJll ~c rccobmzc:d: 

t : } if t·.a.·o or more: cnbun.11~ h.1vc: 1 1,~ucd child !lupport order ror 1hc: 

~:unc: obltgor ~nd child . .in1t only one ol chc: cnbunJI~ v.ould ha\c: conunuing. cxclw1'c 

1umd1c:1\ln under thr\ ~hop 1cr. the ordc: 01 1h:u rnhun:il sh:ill be rc:cos: naic<.I: 

(3) 1( t \\ O or more: tnbunJI~ h::a\c: 1s,uc:tl child .. uppon orders for the: 

an.c: obh~M snJ d u1'1, .inJ rnorc th.10 uric 01 1hc 1r1hu11::1l\ " oulJ ha\'c conunuan '. 

c: 'clu~ 1 \c JUmd1ctton under lhl\ chapter, an order is,ui:d hy a 1nbun;il 1n lhc currcni 

·su 1 t Sffl~ 
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l home s1nlc of the child shal l be recognized bu1 . if :rn order h:is not been issued in lhc 

2 current home state of the child. the order most recently issued must be recognized; 

3 I (.t) if two or more 1rtbu11als have issued child support orders for the 

.i same obligor ancl child. and none of the tribunals would hnvc cominuing. i.:xclusivc 
I 

S 1 jurisdiction under Lhis ch:ip1cr. the tnbun:tl or I.his slate may issue a child suppon Ndcr 1 

G 
1 

that sh:-ill b1.: recognized. 

7 (b) The tribunal that h:i.s issued an order recognized under (a) of th is section 

8 is 1hc 1ribunaJ having continuing. exclusive jurisdic tion. 

9 Sec. 25.25.108. ~JLiL TIPLE CHILD SUPPORT ORDERS FOR TWO OR 

I 0 ~ IORE ODLIGEES. In responding to multi ple rcgistr~Hions or compl:iinis for 

11 cnforccmcni of two or more child support order!> tn effect •1l the s•unc time wi th regard 

12 to lhc same obliger .md different individual obligccs. when at least one of the orders 

J3 .vas issued by J tribunJI of ano1hcr s1:i1c. a tribu 11.1 l of this ~ late ~hall enforce lhose 

I ~ orders in the same manner :i.-, 1f the mulliplc orders had been issued by J tribunal or 

15 thi') \t:l(C. 

16 Sec. 25.25.209 C'REDJT 170R PA Y~IE:--.IS . Amounto; ~ollectcd Jnd crcci1ctI 

17 ior ·' pmicular period under :i 'upport orde r i!)Sued by a tribunal or ano1hcr st:uc -;iull 

J 8 be credited .ig~un~t 1hc :irnounis 3ccruing or Jccrucd for the sJmc period under J 

19 'upport order issued b~ the cnbun:il ol this st:tlc. 

20 .. ·cc. 3. • \ .. ~5. ~5 1s :imcndcd bv Jddinl! new sccuom to rc:id. . ... 

::n ARTiCLE 3. Cl\'[L PROVISIONS OF Gc~ER.-\L APPLIC.\ rro. 1 • 

.,, Sec. :S.~SJOI. PROC-EEDINGS l:~DER THIS CHAPTER. {l) Except~ 

2J l'lhcrw1 c prnvidcd in this ch.1p1cr. AS '.?5.15.JO I • - 5.25.319 apply to :ill procccdin~s 

:?~ under th1c; d1::ip1cr 

25 'b) Thi · ch:ir1cr pro' 1dcc; for chc iolh.l" inc procecJinc.: 

26 CI) c:-.i:ibhshment 01 Jn orc!cr for clu!it ,uppott ur ~f>OU'i.tl suppon unc!c:r 

:?7 .\S ~s .:., .:01 : 

28 ('.?) cnrorccmcnt or J 'lUppon order 11nJ inc lime " iihholdani: urdcr l>i 

21
) .1no1hcr SIJ'C \\ 1thou1 rcr1str;it1'3n under AS :?S.25.50 I • ~S.1S .S02: 

0 tJ) rc,;111r:u1on or JJl order tor child \Upport or 'pousJI :iuppon of 

.mmhcr \IJtc ror c:niC1m:mcn1 unJcr AS ~S.-5.oO I • 25 15.61.:?: 

.s. 
l ::-v j# J: 'lndcrl:;;.-1 !~C:.J:":C ~U":' n.~CKl::!"~I 
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(4) modific:uion of an order for chilc1 suppon or spousal support i!>sucd 

by a tri bunal of this state under AS 25.::?5.203 • 25.25.:!06: 

(5) registrat ion of an order for child support of another state for 

modific:it1on under AS 25.25.60 I • ::!5.25.612; 

(6) detcnninntion of p:uem:1gc under AS 25.25. 70 I; :ind 

(7) assertion of jurisdiction over nonresidents under AS 25.25.201 . 

:?5.25._02. 

(c) An individual or a support enforcement agency m:iy commence a 

proccccJing authorized under this ch:iprcr by riling .:i complaint or a comparable 

plc:1ding in an initiating tribunal for fo rw;m.linJ to .1 rc~ponJi11g tribunal or b:-i filing 

J l.!n mpl:iim or a comp:lrable pleading directly in :i tribunal or :lnothcr qatc that has 

or can obtain personal jurisdiction over the rc~pondcnt. 

Sec. 25.25.302. AC'ffO:-.f BY ~flNOR PARENT. A mrnor parent, or a 

guardian or other legal representative of a minor p.1rcnt. may rn:iim:iin .i proceeding 

on heh.tlf of or for the bcncric of the mi nor's ~h1ld . 

Sec. 25.'.!5.303. APPLICATION Or: LAW OF THIS STATE. E'{ct.: pt l s , 

otherwbc provided b:-i this chapter. a n:sponding lnbunal of this -. t.ttc :shJIJ 

( I) apply the procedural and sub:i1:ln11vc faw. i ncludin~ the ruh:s on 

choh:c of l::iw. ; ener::illy lpplical>!c 10 1milar proceedings ong11.mng in lh1s <i tatc and 

may c'{crc1sc :lll PO"·:crs :ind provide :ill remedies :w:i1J:iblc in 1ho~c proc~edingc; : .tnd 

(2) dctem1111c rite duty of support Jlld t.hc :imoum pay:iblc under 1hc l:iw 

and suppon guidelines of 1his st.:icc . 

Sec. 15.15 304. DUTIES OF l>JIT£ATfNG TRIO 1 AL. Upon lhc tiling o ( 

J ~omp l~unr or compJr.:ibk plcadrng ::iuthor11c:d by th is chapter. Jn 1!11t1:mng inbunal 

l)f thr~ ~ 1 :uc ,h:ill iorw:ird three copies of the car.1pl:11nt or comp.1r:tblc pleading Jnd 

its ..iccompanymg documents 

( I J '"' the n:spondtni; tnbunJI or Jppropnatc suppon cnrorccrncnt 

.1gcnC)' in the rc , r ondmg st:itc: or 

C:?> tf 1hc idcnlll)' of the rc\ponding cnbunJI 1s unkn1lwn. to the !lt:ttc 

iniom1:uion .1gcncy oi the rc,pont.ling !it.lie ''1th :i rcqui.:sc lh:ic lhe;y be 1or.\'Jrdcd to the 

appropnarc rnbunJI and that rc:cc1p1 be ~1c~nowlc<l1tc:d . 

~ u 1 1sw1~1 
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Sec. 25.25.305. DUTlES AND POWERS OF RESPONDING TRIBUNAL. 

(a) When a responding tribunal of this state receives a complaint or comparable 

pleading from an init iating tribun::il or direc tly under AS 25.25.301 (c), it shall cause 

the compl:tint or ple:ic.Jing to be filed and notify Lhe petitioner by first cl:iss mail where 

:111d when it was fikd. 

(b) A responding tribunal of lhis state, to the extent otherwise specifically 

:iuthorizcd by law. may do one or more of the fo llowing: 

(I) is!>uc or enforce a support orckr, rncriif y a child support order. or 

rcndc; a j udgment to detem1ine pare nt:ige: 

(2) order ~m obligor to comply wi rh a support order. specifying the , 

::imount ::ind the manner of compliJncc: 

paymcm: 

(3) order inco1111: withholding: 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

uctcnninc the amount of .my Jrrc:1ragcs. and specify a method of 

enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt. or both; 

set aside propcny for satisfaction of the suppon nrdcr: 

place liens Jnd order c~ccu tion on the obligor's property: 

tS) order Jn obligor to keep the tnbun!ll iniom1cd "f the obligor's 

current rcs1dcnti.iJ addrcsi;. telephone number. employer. addrc~s of c:mploymcnt. Jnd 

telephone number at the place oi cmployrm:nt: 

(9) issue a bench w:irranr ior an obliger who ha. ... failed :lftcr proper 

notice to app.:ar at a hc:inng ordered by the tribunal :ind enter chc bench warrJn m 

Jny loc:il and S':th! computer systems f.>r crimin:il w.irr:ims: 

mcthodi;: 

( 10) order the obligor to seek appropri:uc employment by ~pcc1fii:J 

( 11) :l\i.·:ird rc:1.Son:iblc aaorncy fees anu other fee~ .1r11I ~o,ts: .111<l 

l I::?> grJnt Jny other l\':ul:'lhlc rcmcdy . 

1~> .\ rc~ponding •nbun:il of this st:.itc shJll include in J support order i~ ucd 

um!cr thi'i chapter. or m the documcnlS :i~comp:inying the order. the calculJtion~ on 

v. hkh the support orcJcr 1s based. 

hi) A rc ,p<rnding 1nbunal of chb stJtc may not condurun ihc pa~ mc:m ol J 

·:11 1 l S<Fl="'> . 111. 
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support order issued under rhis chapter upon compliance by :i party with provisions for 

visitation. 

(e) If a responding tribun:il of chis scate issues an order under this chapter. rht: 

tribunal shall send :1 copy of chc order by fi rst cl:i.ss mail to the petitioner and che 

respondent and to t1 c initiating tribunal, if :my. 

Sec. 25.25.306. INAPPROPRIATE TRIBUNAL. If a complaint or comparable 

pleading is received by an inappropriate tribunal of th is st:ue. it shall forward the 

compl:tint or pleading, :ind accompanying documents, 10 an appropriate t~bunal in rhis 

stntc or lnOthcr stncc and no1ify the petit ioner by tirst class m:Jil where and when tht: 

complainc or pleading w 35 sent. 

Sec. 25.25.307. DUTlES OF CHILD SCPPORT ENFORCE:VrENT AGENCY. 

(a) The child suppon enforcement agency of this st:itc, upon request. shall provide 

services co a petic ioncr in a proci:cding under this chapter. 

(b} In providing services under this ch:iptcr co the ~titioncr. the child suppon 

enforcement agency shall, as 3ppropriatc. 

( 1) take :lit tcps ncccsc;ary 10 enable an appropriate tribunal in this 

state or another '>tatc to obtain jurisdiction over the rcspondenc: 

(2) request :in appropriate tribun:ll to set a date. time. and place for :l 

hearing; 

(3) make .i re:i.son:iblc cff on to obtain :ill relevant infonn:uion. 

including information as to income nnd property oi the.: parties: 

(..t) send wrinen notice from an initkuing. responding. or rc0 istering 

tnbun:il to rhc petitioner by first clas~ m:iil within two d:iys of rt:ce1pt. exclusiv1: of 

S:iturd:t\ S. Sund:ws. and lcc:il holida1.s: . ,, - . 
l5) 'Cntl :i copy oi a \\ nucn i.:omrnum~ation from the respondent or 1he 

respondent's attorney to the p~ tiuoner by fi rCi t cl.15~ mail within two d:iys oi receipt. 

c'clu~i"t: oi S~llurd:ivs , Sundavs. and lcf'al hohd;ivs: Jnd . . """ . 
(6) notify the 1 e1111oncr if jurisdiction over the respondent c:innot bt: 

obtained. 

(c) This ch.1pter docs not c1c::i1c or negate a rcl:Hion~hip of :i ttomcy and client 

or other hduciaJ}1 relat1onsh1p l>ct\1.een 1hc child suppon enforcement :igcncy or the: 

c ·u 11s(fl~ l 
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attorney for the agency and the individual being assisted by the agency. 

Sec. 25.25.309. PRIVATE COUNSEL. An individual may employ private 

counsel to represent the individual in proceedings authorized by this chapter. 

Sec. 25.25.310. DUTIES OF STATE TNFOR.i\llATION A~TI LOCATOR 

AGENCY. The child support enforcement agency is the state infonnation agency 

under this chapter, and it shal I 

( I) compile and maintain a current list. including addresses, of the 

courts in this state that have jurisdiction under this chapter and the appropri::uc agency 

offices in this state and transmit a copy to the state infonnmion agency of every other 

st:itc: 

(2) maintain a register of tribun:ils and support enforcement agencies 1 

rccei ved from other states; 

(3) forward to the appropriate tribunal in this state :ill documents 

-.:onccming a proceeding under thil> chapter received from an imtiaung tnbunal or the 

.)tatc infom1:.11io11 agency of the ini tiating s1::itc: and 

(J ) obcain infonnation concerning the location of the obligor and the 

obliger's property within this stace that is not exempt from execution by postal 

\Critic:uion ::ind federal or St3tc locator services. examination of telephone directories. 

requests for the obliger's address irom employers. : 4 -j examination of govcmmcmal 

records. including. to the extent not prohibited by other law. tho ·c relating to rc:il 

property. vital st:Hisiics. law cnforcem..:nt. r:ixation. motor vehicles. driver's licenses. 

;md social security. 

Sec. _5,!5.31 1. PLEADCNGS AND ACCOi\IPANYTNG DOCCME~rrs. (a) 

A pcutioncr seeking to cst:iblish or modi()· :l support order or ro determine: p:m:nt:igc 

m .1 proceeding under this charter sh:ill \crify the complaint or cumpar.iblc ple:iding. 

l'nlcss otherwise ordered under AS ~5.25. 312. or uthcrwisc prohibited by l:l\v, the 

comp!Jmt or comparabk plc:iding or accomp:inying documents mu)t prov1c.Je. so far 

i.s kno\\ n. the name, res1dc:ntiJI addres~ . Jnd \oci.11 security numbe~ of th1: obligor :ind 

the ubligcc:. J11d the: nJmc. sex, residential address, ocial security number. Jnd d:uc 

01 b1nh o( c:ich child for whom support is sought. The complaint or comp:trablc 

pk:iding must be xcompnnicd by .i cc:'lificd 'opy of .my !1Uppon order in effect. 1l1c: 

c · ~u 11su:r. • 12· 
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complaint or comparable plc:iding may include olher information that m::iy assist in 

locating or identifying the respondent. 

(b) The complaim or comparable pleading must specify the relief sought The 

compl:iint or compmblc pleading and accompanying documents must ~onform 

substantially with the requirements imposed by the forms mandated by federal law for 

use in cases filed by ~ support enforcement agency. 

Sec. 25.25.312. NONDtSCLOSURE OF INFORN1ATION IN EXCEPTIONAL 

CfRCUMSTANCES. Subject to the provisions of AS 25.27.275 ~ind upon a finding, 

which may be made ex parte. that the health, safety. or liberty of a party or ch ild 

would be unrc:l.Sonably put :u ri !ik by the disclosure of identifying information, or ii 

an e~isting order so provides. a tribunal shnll order that th1.: address of the child or 

party or other identifying informaiion not be disclosed in a pleading or other document 

fikd in a proceeding under this chapter. 

Sec. '!5.::!5.31 3. COSTS :\SD FEES. (.1) NotwichstamJing any other provision 

ot' l.iw, including a rule.: oi th1.: :\IJ:,ka Supre me Court, at the time ::i compl:iint or 

comp.ir:iblc plc.:ading is filed under this chapccr, a tribunal may not requi re the 

peti1 ioncr to pay a tiling fee or other costs. 

(bJ lf :in obligce prcv::iils. a responding tribunal may assess against an obliger 

iiling ic:cs. including ices that were waived unJcr (a) of this section. rc:lsonablc 

attorney fee s. other costs. necessary !ravel c:<pcn5cs, and other reasonable expenses 

incurred by thc obligcc and the obligcc's witnesses. The tribun:il m:iy not asses~ :·c1.:s. 

costs. or expenses ag:unst chc obhgcc or th1.: support enforcement :igenc:1 of either the , 

initi:mng or Lhc responding state except a.s required by 01her law or court rule. 

Anomcy fees may be l.t.'<Cd :is cost~ . and may be ordered pa.id directly to the .lttomcy. 

''ho may enforce the order in the Jttomcy's own n:ime Payment of sup i:on owed :o 

the obh£cc hJs priority over f c~. ~osts . :ind e:<p1.:nscs asscs.\Cd undcr this subc;ccuon. 

<c) Titc 1ribunal shall order the 1 :iymcnt of coslS ::lnd rc:isonablc :momey i'ccs. 

mdudmg filin ~ fee th:ll were '' aivcd under (a) of this section. by a p:my who 

requests :i hc::iring under this chapte r if it dctcmunc~ that the hearing W:l'> requested 1 

pnmanly ior dd:iy. ln :i proceeding under AS :?5.!5.601 · :?5 .:?5 .6 1 ~ . .l hcann b I 
presumed hl hnvc: been rcqucstcJ pnmnri ly for dc!Jy 1( :i n:gi:;1cn:ci uppon ord-:r 1s 

-13- . ll JJS(flN) 
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confirmed or enforced wi thout change; however, the party who rcquesced the hearing 

may present evidence to rebut this presumption. 

Sec. :!5.25.3 1.t. LL\ifITED IMMlTNITY OF PETITIONER. (:i) P:inicip:ttion 

by a petitioner in a procet.:ding before a responding tribun:l l, whether in person, by 

priv:itc :inomey, or through services provided by the support enforcement :.igcncy. docs 

noc confer personal jurisdiction over the petitioner in :11101her proceeding. 

(b) A pe titioner is not :.imcnablc to service of civil process while physically 

present in this state to participmc in a proceeding under rhis chnptcr. 

(c) The immunity grn11ccd by this section docs not cxtenu to civil litigation 

based on acts unrclnll.:d to :i proceeding under this l h::ip1er com:niucd by a party while 

present in this state to panicip:nc in the procet:d ing. 

Sec. 25.25.3 15. NONPARENT AGE AS DEFENSE. A party whose parentage 

of a child has been previously dctcrn1ined under law m::iy noc plead nonparcntage :is 

:i defense to a proceeding under this chapter. 

Sec. ::!5.25.316. SPECIAL RL1.ES OF EVIDE~CE AND PROCEDURE. (a) 

The physical presence of chc periuoner in a responding tribunal of this st:Hc is not 

required for the ~s rabli sh mcnt, cniorccmcnt. or modification of a suppon ordl!r or the 

rendition of :i judgment determining parcntJgc. 

(b) A \'Crified compl:iinl or compar:iblc plc:iding, :iffidavit. document 

20 subs1:intially complying wi1h fcdcr:illy mand:ncd forms. nnd a documt.!nt incorpor.HccJ 

21 by rcicrcnce in any of them, not excluded under the.: he:irs:ty rule if given in person. 1 

22 is :idmissibk in evidence 1f g1ve11 under oatJ1 by l pany or wuness residing in :inother 

23 ~tltC . 

2~ Cc) A copy oi the record of child support paymcnL~ ccrttfict.l .1.s a true copy of I 
25 the original by the cu todi:m of the record may be forwarded to l rc~pond ing 1nbu11:il. 

26 The copy is c:v1dcncc or facts :J..\Scnetl in il and is Jdmissiblc (0 show \Vhclhcr 

27 I paymt.:ntc; wen: made. 

28 ld) Copies of balls lor testing for parentage. Jnd for prcn:u:il :ind po\tn:ual 

29 hc:ilth c:irc of the mother :ind child. fumishcd to rhc adverse party .u lc~t 10 J:lys 

30 bcfon: lriJ.I or other procccdins. arc :it.lmiss1blc in evidence to provi; l11r.: :unount of the 

31 charges billed ::ind th :it the charges were rl':i.son:ible. oc::cssary. :ind custom::tr). 

j cssn tt SfflN) .J ... 
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(e) Documentary evidence transmiued from ano1hcr state lo a tribunal of this 

stac~ by cclcphonc, tclccopicr, or other means 1hal do no1 provide :in original writ ing 

may not be excluded from evidence on an objection based on the means of 

transmission. 

ff) In a proceeding under th is chapter. a tribun:il of this St:'\te may permit a 

party or wi tness residing in another st:ll~ to be deposed or to testify by telephone, 

audiovisual means. or other electronic means at a designated tribunal or other location 

in that tatc. A tribunal of this state shall cooperate with tribunals oi other s1:ncs in 

designating an appropriate location for the deposition or tes1imony. 

(g) If :i party called to testify at a civi l hearing refuses to answer 0 11 the 

ground that the testimony may be sclf·i rtcrimmaung. the Iner oi fac t may draw an 

adverse inference from the refusal. 

(hi A privilege :lgainst disclosure oi communications between spouses deco; not 

Jpply in a proceeding under this ch:lptcr. 

1 i) The defense of immunity based on th~ relationship ,)f husband :111d wif\: or 

pJrcnl and child docs not apply in a proceeding under this chapter. 

Sec. 25.25.317. COM~tUNIC.\ TIONS BEnVCEN TRJBC1'ALS. r\ tribunal 

of this state may communic:uc with .I tribun~I of :mother state in writing. or by 

telephone or other means, to obtain in fonn:iuon conccrning 1hc inws of thac state. the 

legal cff ect of a judgment. decree. or ordt!r of that tribunal. and the !ltatus of n 

proceeding in the other state. A tnhun:il of thb '.!> t:uc mny furni sh simiJJr information 

by similar mc:ins to :i tribunal ol another st:ttc. 

Sec. 25.~5.3 IS. ASSISTANCE \VJTll DlSCOVERY. A tribunal oi thi~ state 

may 

<I) request J tnbun:il of Jnothcr 'it:uc to :l1i'i i ~ t 111 oht:iming discover;~ 

Jnd 

(~) upon rcqucsc. compel :i per on O\cr whom ll h:i.s juri ~tlict ion w 

respond to n cJiscovcry order i~sucd by ~1 tribunal of ~ nother s1:itc. I 
Sec. :?5 . ~S .3 19. RECEIPT AND DISBURSEMEi\I Of P:\ ~ ~ fE~IS . The I 

cl11lo :,uppnn cnf orccmcm agcttcy of 1h1s 'i lJlc shall disbur~c promptly :my :imount'i 

received under J support order. :i. .. dirc:ct..:d by th\! l.)rd1.:r. ·n1c agency \hall iumish tu 

·Is. n l 15(FJN) 
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a requesting party or tri bunal of ano1hcr stace 3 certified st:i1ement by the custodian of 

the rcc.:ord of the amounts and dales of all pnymentS received. 

ARTlCLE 4. ESTABLISHNlEt'IT OF SUPPORT ORDER. 

Sec. 25.25.40 I. COMPLAINT TO EST AD LISH SUPPORT ORDER. (a) If 

a child support order cntillcd to recognition under 1his ch:ip1cr has not been issued. :i 

responding tribunal of this state m:iy issuc a chiltl support orde r if 

(I) the individual seeking the order resides in another state: or 

(~) 1hc support enforcement agency seeking the ordcr is located in 

another stare. 

(b) Thc tribun~11 rn:iy issue a temporary child support order ii 

( I) lhc rcsp1.mcknc h::is !>igncd a verified st:11cment :icknowlcdging 

p:ucntage; 

(2) the respondent has been cktcm1incd under law to be lhr.: p:ircnt: or 

(3) there is other clc!lr :incl convincing evid<:ncc thJt the rcspondcn1 b 

the: child's parem. 

(c) Jf a ·pousal support order entitled to rccogmuon under this chapter h:~ nm 

hccn issued. a responding superior court of this s1a1e may issue :'I spousal suppon orckr 

if 

( I) lhe ind1v1du:il seeking the orde r rcsitks in ~mother si:itc: or 

(2) 1hc support cnlorccmt.:nt ngcncy seeking the order i~ lcc:'llcd in 1 

anothe r st tc. 

(d) ff. Jfter pro 1ding :in obligor with noucc anJ opportunil)' co be hc=ird, ;m 

:ipproprilt<: mbun:il finds that 1he obl igor owe :i Juty of support. the tribunal shall 

issue a ~upport order directed to the obliger :ind m:iy i s~ue Other orders undcr 

:\S :?5.:?5.305. 

11.: ) Before issuing :in order under (bl of 1h1s scc11on. the cl11ld :,uppo1 t 

cniorccmcnt agency shall adopt regula1ions for issuing ~uch :in order. 

ARTICLE 5. DIRECT ENFORCE~IEi\T OF ORDER OF 

Ai'OTllER STATE\ ITHOUT REGISTRATION. 

Sec. 25.25.501 . RECOG~moN OF INCOME \\'J11 IJIOLDL'-'G ORDER OF 

ANOTHER STA TE. (a) An int.:omc withholding orc!i:r issued in :111c1Ju:r ,1 .m: m.iy 

. ~u J I SCFI:\) • 16· 
:t#t'; ;6!0.'l'a St'adcr1: Cj t>d I er.• •• !:O -:r.r. l'P..A:.r:r:xo1 
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be sent by fi rst class mail to the person or entity defined as the obliger's employer 

under AS 25.27 wit110ut fi rst ti ling a complaint or comparable pleading or registering 

the order with a tribunal of lhis scare. Upon receipt of the order. the employe. snall 

( l) treat :m income withholding order issued in another sta1e that 

appears regular on its face as if ic had been issued by a tribunal of this state: 

(2) immcdia1cly provide a copy of the order to the obl igor; and 

(3) distribute the funds as directed in tht! withholding order. 

(b) An obligor may conccst the val idity or enforcement of :m income 

withholding order issued in another sca1e in the same manner as if the order hnd been 

issued by a tribunni of this st:itc. AS 25.25.604 npplics to the contest. The obliger 

sh3ll give notice of the contest to a suppi:m enforcement agency providing sci vices to 

the obligee and 

( I ) co the person or agency designated to receive payments in the 

incornc withholding order; or 

(2) if a person or agency is not dcsignnccd. to the obligec. 

Sc:c. 25.25.502. ADlvUNISTRATrVE E~rORCEMENT OF ORDERS ta) A I 
p:my seeking to enforce :i support order or :in income withholding order. or both. 

issued by ..i lribunal of :mother stale may send 1he documcms required for 'cgistcring 

the order to the child support enforcement .igcncy of this s1:itc. 

(b) Upon rece ipt of 1hc docurncnL'\. the child suppon cnforccmcm agency. 

without ini tially seeking to register the order. shall consider and. if :ippropri:uc:. use . 

:in~ ::idministr:11 ivc procedure au1horizcd by the law oi t11is st:.itc to enforce :i suppon 

23 order or an income withholding order, or l>o1h. If the obliger docs not conh!St 
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:iclrninistrativc enforcement. 1hc order need not be registered. Ii the obliger contests 

lhc \ :ilidity or adrnini.slrJlivc enforcc:rnent of 1hc order. the chi ld support enforcement 

agcnc~· Shi.!ll rCSl'itCr lhc Order unJcr l hl '.) chapter. 

ARTICLE 6. ENFORCEME:'\T AND MODIFICATION OF 

St.:PPORT ORDER AFTER REGISTRATION . 

Sec. 25.25.601. REGISTRATION OF ORDER FOR E~rORCE~IE~1·. A 

liuppon order or :in income withholding order i ~,.,ucd by a u 1bunaJ or :\110thcr \ late: may 

be registered m th is slJ.l c= fo r cnfom.:mcm. 
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Sec. 25.25.602. PROCEDURE TO REGfSTER ORDER FOR 

ENFORCENfENT. {a) A support ortler or income wichholding order of another state 

may be registered in this stale by sending the fo llowing documents and inf orm:ition 

to a tribunaJ of this st:He: 

( I) a letter of transmittal requesting registration and enforcement; 

(2) rwo copies. including one certified copy, of all orders to be 

registered. including any modific:uion uf an orde r: 

(3) a sworn statement by the party seeking regislra1ion or a certified 

srntcmcnt by the custodi \ln of the records showing chc amount of any arrcarngc; 

(4) Lhc name of che obliger Jnd. if known. 

(A) the obliger's :lddress and social sccu ri1y number; 

(B) the name and addrc.:~s of the obligor's employer and an>· 

other source of im:omi.; or the obliger: 

(C) J dcscriptton and the location or property in this Slate oi ihc 

obligor not exempt from execu tion; Jnd 

(D) the name and adtlrc~s of :ill potential third party rc~ou rccl\ , 

including a health insurer, that might be Jva1l:iolc to meet Lhc requirements of 

:i mcdic:ll support ord1.: r: and 

(5) the name ::ind Jddrcsc; of tht: 1Jbligcc :ind. ii applic:.iblt.:, the :.igcncy 

or person to whorn support p:iyments arc to be remmcd. 

tb) On receipt of l request for rcgbtr:mon. the rcgisrcrinci tribunal sh:lll lilt: 

the order .is J fo reign judgment. toge rhcr wuh one cop~~ oi rhc documents and 

i n form~mon . rcg;irdlcss or thei r form. 

(c ) A c:ompl:i im or comparable plt::iding seeking J remedy 1h.it must b,: 

affirm:iti\'cly sc1..1ght under other IJw oi this ' late may be filed Jl the 'i:lmc time .\S the: 

request for rte1c;tr!ltton or l:ltc r. ·nic plc::idm.; mu~t l p!C1fy th..: 0 rounds for the rcmcc.1~ 

sought. 

Sec. :s. ~5.603. EFFECT OF Rc GISTRr\ TION FOR E~FORCE~ lE:\T. ( :!) 

A support orckr or im:omc v.11hholJing orJcr is,ucd in :11101hcr StJlc is rcgic;tc:rc:J "hen 

thc: order as filed in the reg1stcnn:; tribun:l l 01 lhl'1 state. 

(b) A rcgmcrcd orde r i sm.: tJ in .inochcr Il le: b c:nforct:Jhh: m the: s.unc: 

ssn 11 -cF1~; · IS· 
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manner :ind is .:11bjcct !o the same procedures :is an order issued by l tribunal of this 

si::ue. 

(c) Exct:pl as ocherwise provided in AS 25.25.60 I - 25.25.6 12. a tribunal of 

!his stati; shall recognize and enforce, but may not modify , a registered order if the 

issuing tribunal had jurisdicrion. 

Sc:c. 25.25.604. CHOICE OF LAW. (a) The Jaw of the issuing state governs 

the nature. extent. amount. and duration of current payments and other obligations of 

suppon and the payment of l!Tearagcs under the order. 

(b) In a proceeding for :i rrearagcs. the statute of limitation under the Jaws of 

chis state or Of the issuing St:lte, whichev~r is longer, :lppf ics. 

s~c. 25.25.605. ~OTTCE OF REGISTRATION OF ORDER. (a) When a I 
;;::~n::~~:~0i1nc:0:c11:;:~h1:~~:n::::c~::•;,~: an~:~~:c s::~~I i~r:~::~,:~· :.:: 

1

, 

cl:tss. certified. or registered m:iil or by any means of pcrson:il ~ervicc authorized by 

the bw oi this state. TI1c notice must be accomp:tnicd by a copy of the registered 

order and t11c documcncs and relevant infonnation accomp:in}mi:; the order. 

tb) 111e notice must inform tJ1c nonrcgisiering pany 

( J) that :i registered order is enforccabh: :1$ oi 1hc d~tc oi rcgistr:ition 

in the 'iJme mJnnc:r a.s Jn order issued by a tribunJI oi this state: 

(:!) th:u a hc:.iring to contest the vnhdny or enforcement oi the 

rcgi rcrcd order must be requested w1thin ~O J.-i;s after the dJtc oi m:11lins or personal 

scr1icc of the notice: 

<3) th:it failure to contest the validity or c::nforcc:mcnt or' the registered 

order in :i tirnc:ly rrtJnncr wi ll rc5ult in conrim1~11 ion or lhc order Jnc.J enforcement 0 1 

1he order and the :tlkgeu .urc.1r.igc:s and prl!cludcs lunhcr contc 'it of th::it onkr vmh 

rc,pect to .. my mailer rhat could have been a.iiscrtcd: :ind 

'"'' \lf the :imount oi Jllc:gcd JrrcJrJgc.s . 

(cl L'pon u:g1!i tr.ll1on o( Jn income " 11hholuin6 order fo r cniorcc:rncru . the 

rcg1s1cnng tnbun.11 'lh:ill noufy the oblagor \employer umkr AS :?S 27. 

Sc~. :?~.-5 G06. PROCEDURE TO CO~'TEST VALIDITY OR 

E~ ORCE~IE~f OF RLGIS fERED ORDER. (a> t\ nnnrci;1~tcn nb: p:irty ~d.mg 

.. ,. c : n 11 1 ff~) 

I 
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to contest the v:ilidity or enforcement of a registered ord1.. . .1 lhis state shall request 

a hearing within 20 days after lhe <fate of mai ling or personal service of notice of Lhe 

registration. The nonregistering party may seek to vac:ite the registration. to assert a 

dl!f ..:nsc to an allcg:uion of noncompliance with the registered order, or to comest tJ1e 

remedies being sought or rhe amount of alleged :mearages under AS 25.25.607. 

(b) lf the nonrcgistcring party fails to comest the val idi ty or enforcement of 

the registered order in a timely manner. the order is confirmed by operation of law. 

(c) If a nonregistering party requests a hearing to comest the validity or 

enforcement of the registered order, the registering tri bunal shall schedull.! the matter 

for h~aring and give notice to 1he panics by first class mai l of the date, 1irnc, and place 

of the hearing. 

Sec. 25.25.607. CONTEST OF REGJSTRA TION OR C!NFORCE~fENT. (a) 

A party contesting the validity or enf orcemcnt of a registered order or sec: king to 

vac:uc the rcgbtra1ion has the burden of proving one or mor:: of the following 

defenses: 

pany: 

( I) Ute issuing tnbunaJ lackui personal 1urisdiction over the comcsting 

(2) the order w.is obtained by fraud: 

(3) the order h:i.s been vacatcJ. suspended. or modified by :i later order: 

C·J) the 1ssuin3 1ribunnl h:b 'ta~c.:d the order pending appc:i l: 

(5) there is :i defonsc under the !::iw of rhis St:lll.: to the remedy sought: 

(6) full or p~1rtia l p:iymcnt h~ been made: or 

<7) the !illltutc of lim1t:iuon under .~\ S 25.:!5.604 precludes cnfo1cemcnc 

of some or .111 of the :irrc:trJses. 

1 bJ Ir a p:iny pre. ems c\'tdcncc: C'll Jbli~hing .\ full or pan1:i l dc:icnsc: un<lcr ( J ) 

01 this scc:uon, the inbun:>I may ')t:ty c:nlortc:mcnl of the rcg1)1crcd 01dcr. con11nuc the 

proceeding (l) ri:m11c proJucuon of ndd1tion:il rclc'JJnt cv1dcnc:c. ;111d is~ue ocher 

Jppropn.uc orders 1\ n um:ontc 'llc:d portion ui the rc: t;is1crcd order may be enfo rced 

by Jll rcmc:d1c~ a\;ul:iblc under the la\\ ot this s1:itc. 

l~l Ir t.hc cuntc:stmy pJrty doc-. not cst;ihh)h a Jc cn.i;c under (:t) oi t.hi' \c!C:llon 

to tbc vJJidtt or cnforcc: rnc:nl t1f lhc ore.fer. the rcg1)1cnng mbunal '>hJll tS!)UC: iln on.fer 

c . ·n ll SW1~1 



t. 

confirming the: order. 

2 Sec. 25.-5.608. CONFIR.\ifED ORDER. Conlinnation of J registe red orJcr. 

31 whe ther by operation of law or ofler notice and hc:inng, preclude. funher contest of 

.t the order with respect to a m:ittcr thnl could have been .lsscrtcd at 1hc time oi 

5 registration. 

6 Sec. :!5.:!5.609. PROCEDURE TO REGISTER CHILD SUPPORT ORDER Of-

7 A.'iOTHER STATE FOR MODIFICATION. If :i pJny or the child support 

8 cntorccmcm Jgcncy scck5 to rno<lify. or to moJ1fy .ind enforce. a child support order 

9 i'i~ucd m anoihcr state but not rcgi~tcrcd in 1h1s ~rate. me pany or agency -.h:lll rcg1srcr 

I 0 1hat order m tlus state in the same m:inncr provic!c:d m AS :!5.: <; ()0 l - 25 25.~. . \ 

11 .:ompl.11nt tor mo<l1f1ca11on m:iy be filed :ll 1hc same wnc a.' .J rcque'\t ror rcg1S1r:uw11. 

12 or IJtcr The pleading 1mm spcc1ry 1hc grounds for mo<lit1c:i111 n 

1.3 Sec. 25 . ~5.610. EFFECT OP RFGISTRAl JON FOR ~IODU:IC.\"rtO. •. :\ 

J .t mbunal " ' this st:uc may er.force ~t ..:h1ld suppon order ol .inurhcr ~t.uc rc·:1~tc n:d for 

I ~ purt""'cs ot 111od1fo . .::i11on m rhc ·:unc m.1nncr a.s 1i 1hc llrdcr hatl t)(c:1 issued by .l 

I (i ll11 Jn:il of this t:itc:. bul lhc r\: !:l~ tc:rc:d \lrdc:r may be m<xhlicd only 11 tJic rcqu1rcmcn~ 

01 \S 15. ~S.C>l 1 have been met. 

18 

19 

:!O 

:! I 
., ., 
., . 

::?5 

$cc :5. ~5 611. ~IOOIFIC.\TIO~ OF CHILD SL'PPORT ORDER OF 

:\SOTHF R S, \TE. ta> r\llcr J duld upport ort!cr 1s..'iucu in lJlolhc:r :S lJtc: h.l, been 

r.:;1,11,!rcd 111 his :..rate. the rc:~pond1ng tnbunil 01 lh1!! late mJ~· mQJ11:- llHn order onl~ 

1f • .iJCcr noucc in\l ~n opronunH} lor hc::mn •• It •ind'i :hat 

Cl) chc: followin • rc,1um:mcnL' Jn: met: 

(1\ ) the: ~h1IJ. rhc: 1mJi,..1dual obh •cc:. 111lf lf.c obhgnr do n t 

rc:~rt!c: 1n the i ~uing u:uc: 

CB ) :i pcrnmnc:r woo ·~ nnc ;i 1c:c;1Jc:nc nr 1h1~ .. 1ah: !l<c~ ~ 

mod11 rc:u1on: :ind 

\C) lhc: n:sponJc:nt 1~ "UbJc:c: "'&he per •)n,,t JUmdn:Hon or the: 

tnbun. I ot t h1~ ~lJte : en 

(2) 'l1l inc!1\1 !u:aJ pany , the child as uhic l IOU ~r\.OruJ 1unMJ11.oon 

JO ol :t1c •nbunal Jn•i II 01 lhc: 1nd1\1du:ll p;u:u:s hJ\c: hied a nttc:n corucnl in :he 

.l 1 1) urn • rnbunal I''°' 1Jin • th:il ~ rnbun.tl or dn M.11c m. ~ rnoJ1t.• tic suppon order :in ' 



l 

1 ~sumc cont inuing, exclusive jurisdiction over the order. 

2 (b) ~ lodific:nion of a registered chi ld support order is subject to the same 
I 

3 
1 

requirement , procedures, and defenses that apply to the modification of :rn order 

-t issued by a tribunal of this state :111d the order may be enfon:cd :md .>Jtbricd in the 

5 same mnnncr. 

6 <c) A uibunnJ of this ~t:ttc mJy not modify any ~li,rcct of J child "upport order 1 

7 that m;iy not be modified under the law of the issu ing st:ite. 

8 (J) On issunnce of .1n order modifying ;i child support orde r issued m :mother 

'J 'it:itc. J tr.bunnl of this st:itc becomcc; the lnbunal of con11nu111g. cxcfu51vc jurisdicuon. 1 

JO (c > Wuhin 30 days Jfter i'suancc oi a modi lied child "iUppon order. the p:iny 

I I obtJmm~ the modific:i11on \hall tile ~ ccnil scd copy oi the order \\.'1th th~ issuing 

12 tribunal Ul.lt had continuing. c'<clu<;,1vc j ur1•dict1un 01,cr the earlier order and in cJch 

tnbun::il in which the p;iny kno'" s that Jn earl ier ort!er has been rc:1s1crcd. 

I .t Sec. :s ~S. 61 ~ RECOGXITIO~ OF ORDFR ~IODTFlED IX .\ XOTHER 

I 5 ) T \ TE. .\ 1nbu11.1l oi this 51,11c ~h:ill rccosn11c .i mLxl1ticauon l)f 11~ c:U'hcr child 

I 6 ur p n c rdcr by a tnbun:il or Jnothcr \lJlc thJt J.S\Utned 1unsJ ic11on under J law 

I i suh,1an11;ill~ s1 mil:u lo 1h1" ch:iplcr and. upon request. c~ccrt as othcr~1'c rrovidcJ 

I 8 1n th1!i chJptcr. ~hall 

I 9 ( l) cnhm:c the: order rh:i1 w:is modilicJ •lnly :is 10 amounL\ accnung 

20 b1:torc :he: modilic:.it11)n: 

- I f ~) cn1orcc onl)' nonmod1ti.1hlc .upc:c1s of th:H r.lrdcr: 

.,., (3) pro\ldc other JppropnJlc ~hcl l>nl~· for \IO)JltOn-; 1Jf that order that 

23 oc:um~d bcaorc: the c:Jh:(ll\c l.i1c oi the mo<l111cJt1on: Jnd 

! -4 CJ ) rc:co •n11c the: molhiymt; order .,f the: other ' 1:i:e. upon n:..'.l'1r'Jtiun. 

-5 r ahc: purpose or c:nrorccmcnl 

16 ARTICLE .. Dl:TJ·R\ll '\,\ 11() ' OF P·\RF~t/'GE . 

1i Sc'7 :s _5 iOI PROCEEDl~u ., 0 Dl.: .. r I R~IJ~l: P.\RE;\l.\ GE. (.•) ,\ 

l8 u1bJn:>I 01 this SlJte m:a~ sc r.c a.\ nn in111:uant; or rt\pom.Jin}; tnbun. I in .1 pro.:c:ccJrni; 

'29 br ui;ht un !er th1 \ chapter or .1 fJw ~ub,1 un11:ill:- 11n1l~ r co 1h1s dt ptcr. the rormC'r 

JO J ro '> 1 ~1or. nf 1h1r. ch:i11er, the 'niform RC'ctpr .11 Enforcement oi Support 1\ .:1. or the j 
R~' t'4'd l'n11onn Hc:"1proc:.1l I nrottcmcnt ol Support 1\~t ru !crcnnanc "hc:hcr lhC' 

( ;,n I 15C1'1M " .. .... 
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pcrn1oner is a parent of a particular ch1lct or to dctcrnunc "·'hc thcr :i respondent is u 

parent of Lhnl child. 

(b) In :i proceeding to detem1inc parentage, a responding tribunal of this st:itc 

shall apply the procedural and sub~t:inuvc law of this st:itc and the rules of this :,t:itc 

on choice of law. 

ARTlCLE 8. INTERST TE RENDlTION. 

Sec. 25.: 5.801. GROUNDS FOR RENDITION. (a) 111c governor or a 

dc~1 gncc of the governor may I 
9 ( 1 > demand 1h:i1 chc governor of :11101hcr 'i t:itc surrender an individu:il 

I 0 found in the ocher ~iJtc who is charged criminally in this sc:ne wich havinr; fo iled to 

11 provide for the i;upron of Jn ohligcc: or 

12 

I .t 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 I 

20 

_J 

., ., 

., 

25 

2G 

:?') 

JO 

.l l 

C on thc dcmJnd by 1hc 6ovcmor of :mother t~11c. c;urrcndcr an 

indi" iduJI round m 1h 1~ st:llc who 1~ chu~cd cnminally in chc ocher st:itc with havmg 

(.11ktf lO prO\ ic!c :·11r the '.\Uprort 1)f Jn bl1gcc. 

Cb1 A pro\1 ion for C'( r.ldit11.).11>i md1•.1duJls not mcon.s1s1em wich th1:, c:hap11:r 

applic:i 10 the Jcmand C\'cn if 1hc mdi•.idual who~c ~urrcndcr is dcm~indcd was not m 

1hc Jcm:111din_ st.Uc \.\hen the cnmc w:i.s Jlk~c<lly comrmucd Jnd ha.~ not fled from 

thJI :»l.'\tC 

Sc~. !5 !5 o:. COi':nrr1n. ·s OF RE:'\"DlTIO~. Ca) Ociorc rnakms dcm~nd 

1hal the ~ovcmor or another ~ tJlc ur.~ndcr Jn 1mJ1\ 1du:il i:hargcd criminally m tlm 

''~lie w11h hJ\'lng f:11k l to pmv1 dc: for 1hc ~uppon l)( .m obli cc:c. the: go\'cmor of this 

~ IJIC or 1hc dcs1bncc of the go\'c:mor may require: J prosecutor of this 'l!Jtc to 

Jc.:monstr.llc: lhal :nc ohl1gcc h:td tnll:JtcJ procc.:c:d111p for ' uppon under 1h1s chJptcr 

II lc:~t 60 J3~ ~ (li':\'IOU\l~ &Jr th:ll :he t'fQ<(Ctfin '-'OUhl be 0 1 no .l\'Jtl. 

\01 If. unl!c~ th1~ ct:Jpcc:r or J I \\ ,ub,tanu :ill ~ _,1m1l:ir to this chJr:c. .. the: 

fonnc:r pro,·1,1ons or 1h1~ ch:.iplcr. the L'mform Rcc1pn: ~ al Entorccmcnt oi Support Acr. 

c r chc Rc\'1 cd l"n1101m Rcc1procJI Enr"rcc:mcnc 01 Surrort Acc. the ~O\ c:rnllr " ' 

:i .ocher s1~1c m cs J cJc: rn:rnJ ch:u the ~O\cmnr I th1\ 'tJtc ' um:1.Jcr .in rnJ1\'1du. I 

ch.arl,td cnmin~ I~ en 1h:it ~tatc \\. llh hJ' in failed co pro' 1dc tor :he 'urpon of .1 dulll 

nr ocher ind1\'1Ju;il :o \\ horn :;i ducy ui sup rt 1s O\ cJ. chc itO\ cmor or a <les1 •nc:c: oi 

chc: go\C:mnr nu~ rc,tum: :.a pro c u1or 10 tn\C'\llf .ifc lhc: dcm;intl Jnd report "hclhcr 

• " 'li~H I I SO I;\ ) 
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a proceeding for support ha been ini1i:i1cd or would be effective. ff iL appc:irs Lhat a 

proceeding would be effective but hns not been initiated, the governor or designec may 

dday honoring 1hc demand for a rc:i.sonablc time to permit lhc initi:11 ion of a 

proceeding . 

(c) If l proceeding for support has been initiated and the individual whose 

rendit ion is demandcJ preva ils. the governor or the <lc~igncc of the governor may 

decl ine to honor the demand. lf the pel itioner prevails and the individujl whose 

rendition is demanded i!I :iubjccl 10 a 'iUpport order. the govcmor or dcsigncc may 

decline to honor the dcm:md if the individual is complying wi th the support order. 

ARTlCLE 9. ,\IJSCELLA.\ 'EOlJS PROVISIO:\S. 

Sec. 15.25.90 I. u:\IFOR.\f ITY OF APPUCA TION k~l) CONSTRUCfION. 

Thie; chapter shall be applied and construed to effectuate its ~cncral purpose 10 make 

umfonn the law wi th rc~pcc l to the subject oi 1h1s chapter Jmong ~tatcs cnactrns ic. 

Sec. 25.25.90:!. SEVERADILITY CLAUSE. l:ndcr AS 01.10.030. if .t 

l - prov1s1on of ih1s ~h:ip1cr or us :ipplicJuon to .'.l person or circurnst=incc is held invalid. 

1 G the anv:ilidi1y coes not :iifcct other prov1s1ons or :1pplicJUons of th 1 ~ chap1cr th.it c::in 

I 7 be given effect w11hout the invalid prov1s1on or :ipplrca11on. 

18 Sec. :?Ci :?5.903. SHORT TITLE. This ch:iptcr may be ~11cd '1.'i the Llniiorm 

19 Jntcr.ii:Hc Fanuly Support r\ Cl. 

20 • ."'cc . .t. AS :S.:!7.0:!0Ca} t!i amcn<!cd to re:ia: 

21 ( J) The ::igcncy ~hJll 

22 111 ~eek e11ic rccmcnt tJ f child ~upport orders or the -,upenor courts ut 

2 1hc ~late in 01hcr JUnsJ1c11on'ii .tnd ~h:ill obtJan. enforce. :ind adm1111s1cr the cmkrs an 

2.t th1o,; ~talc : 

25 ( ~) .1tfopt n:gulJlltH > 10 (lJTY out the purpo~c~ 1>1 th1-. i:hJptcr i!ll!.! 
26 , 111cluc..h11g n:g•JIJ1um' 1h.:u em1bh\h 

2 {:\) chcclulc:~ for dc:tcrm1nrn~ the: .mtount . n obligor 1s hahlc 

2~ lo ~oninbute h>\\ J1J rhc ~uppon 01 Jn ublagcc: under 1h1~ d1Jplc:r .:md under I:? 

:?9 'SC. 65 I • t> 1 fnlc lV·D. ' ·1;il Sccunt-. ,\~t ). 

0 (D) proccJurcs tt'r hc.inng\ conductcJ under AS 25. ~i.170. ~rnJ 

tCJ ub;c:c to .\$ 1S.11 li2S and 10 rcdcr .11 J,g, . . 1 wuhum n: 
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28 

of interes t on Jrrcaragcs of support that shall be charged the obliger upon 

nolkc if child support paymcntc; arc I 0 or more d;iys overdue or if payment is 

made by :i check backed by insufficient fu nds: however. an obligor may not be 

charged interest on late payment of a child support obligJtion, other than a 

p::t)1rnent on arrearage$, 1f the obliger is 

(i) employed and income is being withheld from the 

obliger's wages under .in income withholding order; 

(ia) rece iving unemployment cornpcnsa1io11 and chilJ 

support obligauon~ arc being withheld from the ohligor's unemployment 

payments under ,\S :?3.20.'IO I; or 

(Iii) reccl\ mg compcns:11ion for disabilities unckr 

AS :?3.30 Jnd ch ild ~upport oblig:111onc; :ire tx:rng withheld from the 

obliger's compcns:111011 payments: 

(3) adminrMcr ;ind enforce r\S :?S.:!5 (t.:nifonn l11tc~r:11 t• F:1mil\' 

[RECIPROCAL E:--.rORCE~t E~-r OFJ Support Act); 

( .t 1 cstahhsh. enforce. and Jdm1111 \tcr child support obhg.1t1ons 

.1dmmmr.:ithcly under this ch:iptcr; 

(5) :tdffillll'itcr the \ l!ltC plJn required um.lcr .!_ l'.$.C. 651 • 669 11 HJc 

fV·D. Soc1JI Sc:curn..- Act)~ ;uncnc!cd: 

16 l disbunc )Upport p.l)'mcnt\ collected by the Jgcncy lo the obhg1:::. 

togc1hcr \\ llh anlcrcst -.:h:iq;cd under C:!)(C) oi th rs ~Uh(CCllOn. 

li) csrabl1 ~h .1!ld cnior~c .tdmrn1su·:iu\c1v under th1~ chJptcr. l°'r chrou~h 

lhc upc:nor .:ourtc; of the s1.:i1c. chtlJ ~uprou orders irorn e ther juns.!1ctton.s pcrtJ1mn£ 

to obh or wuh an the st:itc. 

18) cnf.'l rcc ;ind dn1i rw.rcr 'Ire U\JI ~uppvrt ordco 1f J spousal \Uf pt ct 

oblig.111on h.>s b<cn c: ~IJbli hc<l "'1tl1 respect to the spouse :ui<l 1r th-: ~upron obh~;iuon 

c\IJblt~hcd "' 11h rtspcct 10 the ch aid oi lhJl \pousc 1~ .1ho being J.drnani)tc= ·d; :ind 

(9) ob1Jm oi rncd1c.1I .. upr.-0n order pm oi :.i child sup~rt orrle:- if 

29 he.11th c:irc: \;O\crJgc i~ ,\\ :111. blc 10 1hc obligor JI .1 re:J.~nablc t°'I; the :.i ency !i.:ill 

0 ~onmkr '-'hcthcr Jc.Jc~ UJ!c he.ilth -::uc •~ J\Jtl~bk ro rhc: duh! throul•h rite: It 1:ln 

lk~ll•h Scf\1.:c t>r other IO)UrJ.n c i:o,cr.1gc bell r( 1l '1Ukf\ .m lbli •or 10 pro\rtk h<Jllh 

.J...(. .. \fl 11 5111 \ l 
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care coverage through insurance or other means: t11c rncdkal suppon order must meet 

lhc rcquircmcnrs of AS 25.27.063: and 

(10) act on behalf of tllc Department of Health lnd Social Services in 

lhc enforcement of AS 47.07.025(b). 

• Sec. 5. AS 25.25.0 I 0, 25.25.020, 25.25.030. 25.25.040, 25.25.050. 25.25.060. 25.25.070. 

6 I 25.25.080, 25.25.090. 25.25.JOO. 25.25.1 JO. 25.25.120. 25.25.130. 25.25.140. 25.25.150. 

1 I 25.25.160. 25.25.110. 2s .2s. 11 I. 25.25.113. 25.2s.115. 2s.25.1 so. 25.25.t9o. 25.25.200. 

8 I 25.25.2!0. 25.25.2:?0. 25.25.230. 25.25.240, 25.25.250. 25.-5.252. 25.25.:!5J. 25.25.256. I 
I I 

9 25.25.258, 25.25.260, and 25.25.270 are repealed. 1 

10 • Sec. 6. AS 25.25.3 l 3(c), added by sec. 3 ot' this Act. h:is the effect of amending Alaska 

11 Rules of Civil Procedure 79 and 82, by requiring lhc coun to award co tS and :morncy fcl!~ 

ll under ccrt:iin circum.st:mccs. 

13 • Sec. 7. AS 25.25.3 lJ(c). :iddcd by sec. 3 of this Act, tl kcs effect only 1f set:. 6 of th is 

14 A't receives the t\\ o·thuds majoriiy vote of CJch hou~e required by .ir.. rv. sec. 15. 

15 C.:im1itut1on of the Sute of Alaska. 

16 • ec. 8. 1111s Act takes cif cct fanuJIY l . 1996. 
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UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT 

PR.EPATORY NOT!! 

I. Background Intoraatigo 

Conqr•••ional leqi•lation i.n 1975, 1914, and 1988 
baa had a .. jor i.llpact on •tat• child support 
enforcwnt lav, both •W.t&ntiv• and procedural . Not 
only did conqr••• aandat• that atat•• adopt child 
•upport quid•lin••, but it alao required th• •t•t•• to 
ut&bliah child •upport entorc-nt procedure• auch •• 
va9• vit.hholdinq, tax intercept.a, and credit reportinq. 
In addition , tedaral lav haa bequn to i.nvad• th• area ot 
•ubatantiv• rul•• tor child •upport; tor exaapla, th• 
aradl•Y .w.ncmant , adopted in 191•, probibita 
retroactive reduction ot a child aupport arrearaqe 
•t-.inq troa a court order . 

To rupond to th .. • nev d•v•lo~ta , in 1918 th• 
contarance aat&bliahed a Drattinf co.aitt .. to revi e.., 
th• Onitora Reciprocal !ntorcwnt ot SUpport Act 
(URZSA) and ita reviaad var.ion(~~), and to adopt 
ravi•iona to OJtZSA or propo•• a tr..-.tandinq act on th• 
aubjec:t ot child support entorcwnt. so.e v.raion ot 
OUSA or RtJRllA baa bean adopted in all atatu and 
tberetor• ia taailiar to people vbo vork in thia tield. 
A.tter reviavi..nq th• concir .. aional laqi•lation of th• 
1910'• and th• Model Intaratat• Inc08e Vit.bboldinq Act 
d.ra.tted in 1914 by th• Aaerican Bar Aaaoc:iation and th• 
National contarence ot Stat• IAqialaturu, th• Comaitt•• 
oriqinally d•cided th.at th• intaratat• upec:u ot chi ld 
aupport entorcaaent could be adequately addr••••d 
throuqb ue.nd:aenta to Rt1R?SA. 

At th• Con.tarenca' a Annual M .. ti.nq in th• S\llmlar 
ot 1919, th• Dratti.nq c~tt•• pruented tor tir•t 
reaciinq •oa• li.JLitad initial c:han9 .. to RORESA. 
Subaequantly, attar obt&i.ni.nq th• viev9 ot nUlleroua 
peraona vbo a.re taailiar vith ORE.SA, th• eo..i tt•• 
decided to revi•• th• Act .uch 110r• axtanaiv•l y , and 
praaent•d tho•• chanqea tor another tir•t rudinq a t. the 
contua.nce '• 1990 Annual M••ti.nq . 

Follo..,inq receipt ot a.xtan•iv• co .. ent• ae the 
1990 Annual M••tinq and troa nu.eroua qroupe and 
individual•, th• Drattin9 comtl~t .. reco .. anded , and :..~ • 
£xecut i v• cowaitt•• ot th• Cont•ranca decided, that 
tinal spproval ot th• r•viaed ORLSA •hould be delayed 
until the conta.ranc• ' • 1992 Annual M••tinq becauae tha t 
ti.Jaeubl• vould co i nc i de 'dth th• \iork ot th• U.S. 
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Comaiaeion on Intar•tata Child Suppcrt. Tbrou9bout 1991 
and 1992, tba DrattincJ Comaittae continued to vork on 
tba Act, in conjunction vith nu.eroua Jcnovled9eabl• 
~iaora and Obaervara, includin9 tive peraon. vbo also 
8erVed •• ... o.ra ot tb• U.S. Comaiaaion . 

Tb• Drattinq Comaittee and Ex•cu~ive CcmaittH 
detanined that th• A.ct ahould have a n.v n... - th• 
OnUor. Intaraute 1aaily support Act (Uil'SA). Thi• nev 
Act i• intended to completely revise and replace ORZSA 
and RtJJlUA. 

A deacription ot tb• aajor chanq•• propoa9d to be 
.. d• in RO'R.ESA pruented by Uil'SA tollov• belov . 

II. Prgpq1ed, Q>1nqa1 

A. In General 

1. TERKINOLOGY.. Th• tar.inoloqy ot ~ and 
RtJ'RESA h•• been r•tained u auch •• poaail>l• to •••• the 
tranaition to th• nev act, i&.&.., •ra9pi0nctinq" and 
•initiatinq• at.Ate. one notable c:h&nq• i• th• 
au.batitution ot th• tarw •trUNna1• tor •court,• in 
racoqni ti on ot th• tact that ~ stataa have created 
ad:a.iniatrativ• aqe11ciu to ut&bliab, antorce, and 
aoc1ity child aupport. 

2. REO~z.ATIOM. Tb• Ac::t ba9 beM reorqanized 
into a J10r• loqical and undar•tandabl• ordar than tound 
in R~. Th• order in vb..'.dl civ.il and c:riJIJ.1\&l 
proceedin9• are dult vith .i~ r.var•ed, vbich aor• 
accurataly ra!l•c:t.a th• treque.nc:y and utility of tho•• 
approach••· Within civil proceedinqa, .. parat• article• 
hav• bean craated tor proviaiona common to all type• ot 
action• (Article J); tor t.b• .. t&bliatmant ot support 
(Article•>; tor th• entorc..ant of a aupport ordar ot 
another •tat• vitllout reqiatration (Arti~l• 5)i tor th• 
an.forceae.nt and aoditic:ation ot support ordera a~tar 
reqiatration (Article 6); and ror th• detanti.nation ot 
parenta9• (Articl• 7). In addition, nev juriaclic:tional 
proviaiona (Article 2) .. ~liah uni!or11 lon9-ara 
juriadic:tion ovar nonr•aidanta in order to facilitate 
on•-•ta~• proceedinq• vhanevar poaai.bla. 

J. UCIP1tOCITY WOT UQtTDlZD. Jleciprocit.y ot lava 
betvaan at.at•• 1• no lonqar required bee.ta• at pr••ant. 
all •tat•• b•V• quit~ aiailar lava, and t.b• anactinq 
at.at• abould antorc• a aupport obli9ation L.-r••P•ct i v• 
ot anot.b•r atat.•'• lav. Non•t.h•l••• , con•i•tant. with 
paat pra~ic• ORESA, RO'RLSA and all •ub•tantially 
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aiailar state lava are dem1ed equi valent to UIFSA ror 
purpo••• ot interstate actiona (S•ction 101(7) , (16 ) ). 
Thi• ••an.a that any ot th••• act• c:a.n b• used it 
ditterant •t&t .. bava ditt•rent var•ion.a in •tt•ct, 
vbicb ahould h•lp •••• th• tranaition to th• nav Act. 

4. LONG-ARM JURlSDIC'l'ION. Th• Act contain• a 
broad provisi on tor ••••rtinq lonq-ar11 juri•diction to 
giv• th• tribunals in th• heme •tat• ot th• supported 
taaily th• maximua poaaibla opportunity to ••cur• 
peraonal jurisdiction over a.n abaant .rempondant (Section 
201), thereby converting vhat oth•rvi•• vould baa two­
stat• proceeding into a on•-•tate lawsuit. Wb•r• 
juri•diction ovar a nonruidant i• obtained, th• 
tribunal aay obbin evidence, provide tor diacovary, and 
elicit te•tillony through ua• ot th• "information rout•" 
sections ot th• Act (Sectiona 202 , 316 and 318) . 

B. !•tabliabin<J a Support order 

1 . FAMILY SUPPORT. Th• reviaion aa.k•• clear that 
tb• Act aay ~ used only for proceedinqa involving th• 
support ot a chil d or apouae ot th• .upport obliqor, and 
not to entorc• ocher dut.iu aucb •• 8Upport ot a parent 
(Section 101 (2) a..nd (11)). Under t:JRESA cbild aupport 
and apou..al aupport are treated identically. Bovevar, 
under OIFSA spouaal support i• 11oditiabl• in th• 
i nt•rstat• context only attar such a r•qu••t ia 
torvarded to th• oriqi.nal isauing at.At• troa another 
stat• (Section. 20~ and 206). 

2. LOCAL LAW. U'R!SA provide• a aoaevbat compl ex 
choi ce ot law tor ut&blislment ot duti•• ot support , 
~, th• law ot th• at.ate vb•r• the obliqor va• present 
tor th• p•ri od durinq whi ch support i • aouqht . 
Otharvi •• that A~ q•n•rally r•t•r• to th• law ot th• 
tonm. Th• nev Act provide• that th• procedure• and l a\f 
ot the torua apply, vi th some • i c;nitic•nt additi ons or 
excepti on• : 

(•) ce~ain procedure• are pr••cri.bed !or 
intarstat• ca••• •V•n it they ar • not conaiatant with 
local l aw, s.....sL, , th• content• ot i nt•rstat• peti tions 
(Section• J ll a.nd 602 ): th• nondiacloaura ot c•rca i n 
••n• i~iva i ntotiaAt i on (Section Jll ): authori ty to award 
t••• and coat• i nclud i nq attorn•y• !••• (Sect i on lll ); 
e l imination o! c•~•in t••ti.aoni al i:mun i t i •• (Section 
Jl4); and 11.JDits on t..~• ••••rtion ot nonpar•nt~q• as a 
d•!•n•• to suppor-: entorcUt•nt (Secti on 315). 
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( b )  V i s i t a t i o n  i s s u e s  c a n n o t  b e  r a i s e d  i n  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  p r o c e e d i n g s *  ( S e c t i o n  3 0 5 ( d ) ) .

( c )  S p e c i a l  r u l a s  f o r  t h a  i n t a r s t a t a  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
o f  a v i d a n c a  a n d  d i s c o v a r y  a r a  a d d a d  t o  h a l p  p l a c a  t h a  
m a x im u m  a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  b a f o r a  t h a  d a c i d i n g  
t r i b u n a l .  T h a a a  p r o c a d u r a s  a r a  a v a i l a b l a  a v a n  i n  o n a -  
s t a t a  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h a  t r i b u n a l  a s s a r t s  l o n g - a r m  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  n o n r a s i d a n t  ( S a c t i o n s  2 0 3 ,  3 1 6 ,  a n d  
3 1 8 ) .

( d )  T h a  c h o i c a  o f  l a v  f o r  t h a  i n t a r p r a t a t i o n  o f  
r a g i s t a r a d  o r d a r s  i s  t h a t  o f  t h a  s t a t a  i s s u i n g  t n a  
u n d a r l y i n g  s u p p o r t  o r d a r . I f  t h a r a  a r a  d i f f a r a n t  
s t a t u t a s  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  f o r  a n f o r c a a a n t ,  h o v a v a r ,  t h a  
l o n g a r  o n a  a p p l i a s  ( S a c t i o n  6 0 4 ) .

3 .  O N Z - O R D B l  S Y S T E M .  U n d a r  t h a  p r a s a n t  U R E S A ,  
t h a  m a j o r i t y  o f  s u p p o r t  p r o c a a d i n g s  a r a  d a  n o v o .  E v a n  
w h a n  a n  e x i s t i n g  o r d a r  o f  o n a  s t a t a  i s  " r a g i s t a r a d "  i n  s  
s e c o n d  s t a t a ,  t h a  r e g i s t e r i n g  s t a t a  o f t e n  a s s a r t s  t h a  
r i g h t  t o  a o d i f y  t h a  r a g i s t a r a d  o r d a r .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  
m o r e  t h a n  o n a  v a l i d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  c a n  b e  i n  a f f e c t  i n  
m o r e  t h a n  o n a  s t a t a .  U n d a r  U I F S A ,  t h a  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
c o n t i n u i n g ,  e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  
t h a  A c t  f o r  t h a  f i r s t  t i m e ;  t h i s  u i m a ,  s o  f a r  a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  t o  a l l o w  o n l y  o n a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  t o  b e  
a f f e c t i v e  a t  a n y  o n a  t i m e .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  I s  c a r r i e d  
o u t  i n  S a c t i o n s  2 0 4  ( r u l a s  f o r  r e s o l v i n g  a c t i o n s  p e n d i r g  
i n  t w o  o r  m o r e  s t a t e s ) ;  2 0 5  a n d  2 0 6  ( r u l a s  f o r  
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h i c h  t r i b u n a l  h a s  c o n t i n u i n g ,  e x c l u s i v e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a n  o r d a r ) ;  2 0 7  ( r e c o n c i l i a t i d n  w i t h  
o r d a r s  i s s u e d  b e f o r e  t h a  a f f e c t i v e  d a t a  o f  t h a  A c t ) ;  a n d  
2 0 8  ( m u l t i p l e  o r d a r s  f o r  t w o  o r  m o r e  f a m i l i e s  s u p p o r t e d  
b y  t h a  s a m e  o b l i g o r ) .

4 .  E F F I C I E N C Y .  A n u m b e r  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r e  m a d e  
t o  t h a  f o r m e r  A c t  t o  s t r e a m l i n e  i n t a r s t a t a  p r o c a a d i n g s :

( a )  P r o c e e d i n g s  m a y  b e  i n i t i a t e d  b y  o r  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  c o u r t s  i n  
t h o s e  s t a t e s  t h a t  u s e  t h o s e  a g e n c i e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  ( S a c t i o n  1 0 1 ( 2 2 ) ) .

( b )  I n i t i a t i o n  o f  a n  i n t a r s t a t a  c a s e  i n  t h a  
i n i t i a t i n g  s t a t a  i s  e x p r e s s l y  m a d e  m i n i s t e r i a l  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r t  a d j u d i c a t i o n  o r  r e v i e w .  F u r t h e r ,  
a  p a r t y  i n  t h a  i n i t i a t i n g  s t a t e  m a y  f i l e  a n  a c t i o n  
d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t e  ( S e c t i o n  3 0 1 ( c ) ) .

( c )  F o r m s  w h i c h  a r e  f e d e r a l l y  m a n d a t e d  f o r  u s e  i n  
c e r t a i n  i n t a r s t a t a  c a s e s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  i n  a l l  i n t e r s t a t e
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c a s e s  f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o a  t h a  
i n i t i a t i n g  t o  t h a  r e s p o n d i n g  a t a t a  ( S e c t i o n  3 1 1 ( b ) ) ,  a n d  
t h a  i n f o r a a t i o n  i n  t h o a a  f o r m a  i a  d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  
a d a i s s i b l e  e v i d e n c e  ( S e c t i o n  3 1 6 ( b ) ) .

( d )  A u t h o r i t y  i a  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  t r a n a a i a a i o n  o f  
i n f o r a a t i o n  a n d  d o c u a e n t a  t h r o u g h  e l e c t r o n i c  a n d  o t h e r  
n o d a m  a e a n a  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  ( S e c t i o n  3 1 6 ( e ) ) .

( e )  A  t r i b u n a l  n a y  p e r m i t  a n  o u t - o f - s t a t e  p a r t y  
o r  v i t n a a a  t o  b e  d a p o e e d  o r  t o  t e s t i f y  b y  t e l e p h o n e  
c o n f e r e n c e  ( S e c t i o n  3 1 6 ( f ) ) .

( f )  T r i b u n a l s  a r a  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  
d i a c o v a r y  p r o c e s s  f o r  u s e  i n  a  t r i b u n a l  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  
( S e c t i o n  3 1 8 ) .

( g )  A  t r i b u n a l  a n d  a  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  
p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  a  s u p p o r t e d  f a m i l y  m u s t  k e e p  t h a  
p a r t i e s  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  a  
c a s e  ( S e c t i o n s  3 0 5  a n d  3 0 7 ) .

( h )  A  r e g i s t e r e d  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  i s  c o n f i r m e d  a n d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  e n f o r c e a b l e  u n l e s s  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  f i l e s  a  
w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n  w i t h i n  2 0  d a y s  a f t e r  s e r v i c e  a n d  
s u s t a i n s  t h a t  o b j e c t i o n  ( S e c t i o n s  6 0 3  a n d  6 0 7 ) .

5 .  P R I V A T E  A T T O R N E Y S .  I n  s u p p o r t  a c t i o n s  t h e  A c t  
e x p l i c i t l y  a u t h o r i z e s  p a r t i e s  t o  r e t a i n  p r i v a t e  l e g a l  
c o u n s e l  ( S e c t i o n  3 0 9 ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  u s e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  
s t a t e  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  ( S e c t i o n  3 0 7 ( a ) ) .  I t  
e x p r e s s l y  t a k e s  n o  p o s i t i o n  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  s u p p o r t  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  a s s i s t i n g  a  s u p p o r t e d  f a m i l y  
e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  a t t o m e y - c l i a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h a  
a p p l i c a n t  ( S e c t i o n  3 0 7 ( c ) ) .

6 .  I N T E R S T A T E  P A R E N T A G E .  U I F S A  c l e a r l y  
a u t h o r i z e s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p a r e n t a g e  i n  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  
p r o c e e d i n g ,  e / e n  i f  n o t  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  s u p p o r t  ( S e c t i o n  7 0 1 ) .

C .  E n f o r c i n g  a  S u p p o r t  O r d e r

1 .  D I R E C T  E N F O R C Z X E N T .  T h e  A c t  p r o v i d e s  t w o  
d i r e c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  
a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  a  t r i b u n a l .  F i r s t ,  t h a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  
m a y  b e  m a i l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  a n  o b l i g o r ' s  e m p l o y e r  i n  
a n o t h e r  s t a t e  ( S e c t i o n  5 0 1 ) ,  w h i c h  t r i g g e r s  w a g e  
w i t h h o l d i n g  b y  t h a t  e m p l o y e r  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a 
h e a r i n g  u n l e s s  t h e  e m p l o y e e  o b j e c t s .  S e c o n d ,  t h a  A c t  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  d i r e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  b y  t h e
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s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  o b l i g o r ' s  s t a t a  
( S e c t i o n  5 0 2 ) .

2 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  T h o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  
A c t  i s  m o d e l e d  a f t e r  t h a t  p r o c e d u r e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  
R U R E S A ,  b u t  i s  f a r  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e .  A l l  j u d i c i a l  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  m u s t  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  i n  t h e  r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t a  
( S e c t i o n s  6 0 1  t h r o u g h  6 0 4 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  
o r d e r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  i s s u i n g  s t a t e ,  
a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t e  i s  l i a l t e d  t o  
e n f o r c i n g  t h a t  o r d e r  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  v e r y  l i m i t e d  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e r e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  i s  p e r m i t t e d  ( S e c t i o n s  
6 0 S  t h r o u g h  6 0 1 ) .

D .  M o d i f y i n g  a  S u p p o r t  O r d e r

1 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  A  p a r t y  ( w h e t h e r  o b l i g o r  o r  
o b l i g e e )  s e e k i n g  t o  m o d i f y  a n  e x i s t i n g  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
o r d e r  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a s  w h e n  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  s o u g h t .  A n y  
c o m b i n a t i o n  s e q u e n c e  i s  a l l o w a b l e ,  e . g . . r e g i s t r a t i o n  
f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  l a t e r  a o d i f i c a t i o n ,  o r ,  
c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t .

2 .  M O D I F I C A T I O N  L I M I T E D .  U n d e r  R U R E S A  m o a t  
c o u r t s  h a v e  h e l d  t h a t  a  r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t e  c a n  m o d i f y  a  
s u p p o r t  o r d e r  f o r  w h i c h  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  s o u g h t .  
E x c e p t  u n d e r  n a r r o w l y  d e f i n e d  f a c t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  u n d e r  
t h e  n e w  A c t  t h e  o n l y  t r i b u n a l  t h a t  c a n  m o d i f y  a  s u p p o r t  
o r d e r  i s  t h e  o n e  h a v i n g  c o n t i n u i n g ,  e x c l u s i v e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  o r d e r .  I f  t h e  p a r t i e s  n o  l o n g e r  
r e s i d e  i n  t h e  i s s u i n g  s t a t s ,  a  t r i b u n a l  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  b o t h  p a r t i e s  o r  w i t h  p o w e r  g i v e n  b y  
a g r e e m e n t  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s ,  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  m o d i f y  
( S e c t i o n s  2 0 5 ,  2 0 6 ,  6 0 3 ( c ) ,  6 0 9  t h r o u g h  6 1 2 ) .

C .  P a r e n t a g e

I t  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  R U R E S A  p r o v i d e s  
f o r  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t a g e  w i t h o u t  
a l s o  s e e k i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t .  U I F S A  c l e a r l y  
s t a t e s  t h a t  i n t e r s t a t e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o l  p a r e n t a g e  i s  
a u t h o r i z e d .  I t  m a y  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  a n  
a c c o m p a n y i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t ,  o r  i n  a  
c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  m a n n e r  t o  b o t h  d e t e r m i n e  p a r e n t a g e  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h  s u p p o r t .  T h a  A c t  p r o v i d e s  n o  s u b s t a n t i v e  o r  
p r o c e d u r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h a  e x i s t i n g  l a v  o f  t h a  f o r u a  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t a g e .
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U N IF O R M  IN T E R S T A T E  F A M IL Y  S U P P O R T  A C T
%

A R T I C L E  1 .  G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S

S E C T I O N  1 0 1 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  t h i s  [ A c t ] :

( 1 )  ■ C h i l d *  m a a n s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  v h a t h a r  o v a r  o r  

u n d a r  t h a  a g a  o f  m a j o r i t y ,  w h o  i a  o r  i a  a l l a g a d  t o  b a  

o v a d  a  d u t y  o f  s u p p o r t  b y  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p a r a n t  o r  w h o  

i s  o r  i s  a l l a g a d  t o  b a  t h a  b a n a f i c i a r y  o f  a  s u p p o r t  

o r d a r  d i r a c t a d  t o  t h a  p a r a n t .

( 2 )  " C h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r "  m a a n a  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  

f o r  a  c h i l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  c h i l d  w h o  h a s  a t t a i n a d  t h a  a g a  

o f  n a j o r i t y  u n d a r  t h a  l a w  o f  t h a  i s s u i n g  s t a t a .

( 3 )  " D u t y  o f  s u p p o r t ”  m a a n s  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  i m p o s a d  

o r  i m p o s a b l a  b y  l a w  t o  p r o v i d a  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  c h i l d ,  

s p o u s a ,  o r  f o n a a r  s p o u s a ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  u n s a t i a f i a d  

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d a  s u p p o r t .

( 4 )  " H a m a  s t a t a ”  m a a n a  t h a  s t a t a  i n  w h i c h  *  c h i l d  

l i v a d  w i t h  a  p a r a n t  o r  a  p a r s o n  a c t i n g  a s  p a r a n t  f o r  a t  

l a a s t  s i x  c o n a a c u t i v a  m o n t h s  i m m a d i a t a l y  p r a c a d i n y  t h a  

t i m a  o f  f i l i n g  o f  a  [ p a t i t i o n ]  o r  c o m p a r a b l a  p l a a d i n g  

f o r  s u p p o r t  a n d ,  i f  a  c h i l d  i a  l a s s  t h a n  s i x  m o n t h s  o l d ,  

t h a  s t a t a  i n  w h i c h  t h a  c h i l d  l i v a d  f r o m  b i r t h  w i t h  a n y  

o f  t h a n .  A  p a r i o d  o f  t r . m p o r a r y  a b s a n c a  o f  a n y  o f  t h a n  

i s  c o u n t a d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h a  s i x - m o n t h  o r  o t h a r  p a r i o d .
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( 5 )  " I n c o a e "  i n c l u d e s  e a r n i n g s  o r  o t h e r  p e r i o d i c  

e n t i t l e a e n t s  t o  a o n e y  f r o *  a n y  ■ o a r e r ,  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  

p r o p e r t y  e u b j e c t  t o  w i t h h o l d i n g  f o r  s u p p o r t  u n d e r  t h e  

l a v  o f  t h i s  S t a t a .

( • )  " I n c o a a - v i t h h o l d i n g  o r d e r "  a e a n s  a n  o r d a r  o r  

o t h e r  l e g a l  p r o c e s s  d i r e c t e d  t o  a n  o b l i g o r ' s  a a p l o y e r  

[ o r  o t h e r  d e b t o r ] ,  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  [ t h e  i n c o a e - v i t h h o l d i n g  

l a v  o f  t h i s  S t a t a ] ,  t o  v i t h h o l d  s u p p o r t  f r o *  t h e  i n c o a a  

o f  t h e  o b l i g o r .

( 7 )  " I n i t i a t i n g  s t a t e "  s e a n s  a  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  a  

p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  [ A c t ]  o r  a  l a v  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  t h a  U n i f o r *  R e c i p r o c a l  

E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  S u p p o r t  A c t ,  o r  t h e  R e v i s e d  U n i f o r a  

R e c i p r o c a l  E n f o r e a s e n t  o f  S u p p o r t  A c t  i s  f i l e d  f o r  

f o r w a r d i n g  t o  a  r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t a .

( I )  " I n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l "  s e a n s  t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  

t r i b u n a l  i n  a n  i n i t i a t i n g  s t a t e .

( 9 ]  " I s s u i n g  s t a t a "  s e a n s  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  a  

t r i b u n a l  i s s u e s  a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  o r  r e n d e r s  a  j u d g a e n t  

d e t e r m i n i n g  p a r e n t a g e .

( 1 0 )  " I s a u i n g  t r i b u n a l "  s e a n s  t h e  t r i b u n a l  t h a t  

i s e u e s  a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  o r  r e n d e r s  a  j u d g a e n t  d e t e r m i n i n g  

p a r e n t a g e .

( I I )  " L a v "  i n c l u d e s  d e c i s i o n a l  a n d  s t a t u t o r y  l a v  

a n d  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v i n g  t h e  f o r c e  o f  l a v .

( 1 2 )  " O b l i g e e "  a e a n s :
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( i )  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  w h o *  a  d u t y  o f  s u p p o r t  i a  

o r  i a  a l l a g a d  t o  b a  o v a d  o r  i n  v h o a a  f a v o r  a  s u p p o r t  

o r d a r  h a s  b a a n  i a s u a d  o r  a  j u d g m a n t  d a t a r m i n i n g  

p a r a n t a g a  h a s  b a a n  r a n d a r a d ;

( i i )  a  s t a t a  o r  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  t o  w h i c h  

t h a  r i g h t s  u n d a r  a  d u t y  o f  s u p p o r t  o r  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  h a v a  

b a a n  a s s i g n a d  o r  w h i c h  h a s  i n d a p a n d a n t  c l a i m s  b a s a d  o n  

f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c a  p r o v i d a d  t o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o b l i g a a ;  

o r

( i i i )  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s a a f c i n g  a  j u d g a a n t  

d a t a r m i n i n g  p a r a n t a g a  o f  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c h i l d .

( 1 3 )  " O b l i g o r "  m a a n s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  t h a  a s t a t a  

o f  a  d a c a d a n t :

( i )  w h o  o w a a  o r  i s  a l l a g a d  t o  o v a  a  d u t y  o f

s u p p o r t ;

( i i )  w h o  i s  a l l a g a d  b u t  h a s  n o t  b a a n  

a d j u d i c a t a d  t o  b a  a  p a r a n t  o f  a  c h i l d ;  o r

( i i i )  w h o  i s  l l a b l a  u n d a r  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r .

( 1 4 )  " R a g i s t a r "  m a a n s  t o  ( r a c o r d ;  f i l a ]  a  s u p p o r t  

o r d a r  o r  j u d g a a n t  d a t a r m i n i n g  p a r a n t a g a  i n  t h a  

[ a p p r o p r i a t a  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h a  r a c o r d i n g  o r  f i l i n g  o f  

f o r a i g n  j u d g m e n t s  g a n a r a l l y  o r  f o r a i g n  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  

s p a c i f i c a l l y ] .

( 1 3 )  " R a g i s t a r I n g  t r i b u n a l "  s a a n s  a  t r i b u n a l  i n  

w h i c h  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s  r a g i s t a r a d .
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( 1 6 )  " R e s p o n d i n g  s t a t e "  a a a n s  a  s t a t a  t o  w h i c h  a  

p r o c e e d i n g  i a  f o r w a r d e d  u n d a r  t h i s  [ A c t ]  o r  a  l a w  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  t h a  U n i f o r a  

R a c i p r o c a l  E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  S u p p o r t  A c t ,  o r  t h a  R a v i a a d  

U n i f o r a  R a c i p r o c a l  E n f o r c a a a n t  o f  S u p p o r t  A c t .

( 1 7 )  " R e s p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l "  m a a n s  t h a  a u t h o r i z a d  

t r i b u n a l  i n  a  r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t a .

( 1 8 )  " S p o u s a l - s u p p o r t  o r d a r "  m e a n s  a  s u p p o r t  

o r d a r  f o r  a  s p o u s a  o r  f o r a e r  s p o u s a  o f  t h a  o b l i g o r .

( 1 9 )  " S t a t a "  m a a n s  a  s t a t a  o f  t h a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  

t h a  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  t h a  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  P u e r t o  

R i c o ,  o r  a n y  t e r r i t o r y  o r  i n s u l a r  p o s s e s s i o n  s u b j e c t  t o  

t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h a  t a r a  " s t a t a "  

i n c l u d e s  a n  I n d i a n  t r i b e  a n d  i n c l u d e s  a  f o r a i g n  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h a t  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  

i s s u a n c e  a n d  e n f o r c a a a n t  o f  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  w h i c h  a r e  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a  p r o c e d u r e s  u n d a r  t h i s  

[ A c t ] .

( 2 0 )  " S u p p o r t  e n f o r c a a a n t  a g e n c y ”  a e a n s  a  p u b l i c  

o f f i c i a l  o r  a g e n c y  a u t h o r i z a d  t o  s e e k :

( i )  e n f o r c a a a n t  o f  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  o r  l a w s  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h a  d u t y  o f  s u p p o r t ;

( i i )  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d

s u p p o r t ;

( i i i )  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p a r a n t a g a ;  o r

( i v )  t o  l o c a t e  o b l i g o r s  o r  t h e i r  a s s e t s .
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( 2 1 )  " S u p p o r t  o r d a r "  M a n s  a  j u d g a a n t ,  d a c r a a ,  o r  

o r d a r ,  w h a t h a r  t e m p o r a r y ,  f i n a l ,  o r  a u b j a c t  t o  

■ o d i f i c a t i o n ,  f o r  t h a  b a n a f i t  o f  a  c h i l d ,  a ' s p o u s a ,  o r  a  

f o r a a r  s p o u s a ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d a s  f o r  a o n a t a r y  s u p p o r t ,  

h a a l t h  c a r s ,  a r r e a r a g e s ,  o r  r a i a b u r s a a a n t ,  a n d  M y  

i n c l u d a  r a l a t a d  c o s t s  a n d  f a a s ,  i n t a r a s t ,  i n c o a a  

w i t h h o l d i n g ,  a t t o r n e y ’ s  f a a s ,  a n d  o t h a r  r a l i a f .

( 2 2 )  " T r i b u n a l "  a a a n s  a  c o u r t ,  a d a i n i s t r a t i v a  

a g a n c y ,  o r  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  a n t i t y  a u t h o r i z a d  t o  

a s t a b l i s h ,  a n f o r c a ,  o r  a o d i f y  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  o r  t o  

d a t a r a i n a  p a r a n t a g a .

C O M K E K T

S a v a r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  t a n s  a r a  d a  f i n  a d  i n  t h i s  
s a c t i o n  a s  c o a p a r a d  t o  t h a  p a r a l l a l  R U R E S A  $  2 ,  w h i c h  
h a s  f o u r t a a n  a n t r i a a . ■ M a n y  c r u c i a l  d a f i n i t i o n s  c o n t i n u a  
t o  b a  l a f t  t o  l o c a l  l a w .  P o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a  d a f i n i t i o n s  
o f  " c h i l d "  a n d  " c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r "  p r o v i d a d  b y  
s u b a a c t i o n s  ( 1 )  a n d  ( 2 )  r a f a r  t o  " t h a  a g a  o f  M j o r i t y "  
w i t h o u t  f u r t h a r  a l a b o r a t i o n .  T h a  e x a c t  a g a  a t  w h i c h  a  
c h i l d  b a c o r a a a  a n  a d u l t  f o r  d i f f a r a n t  p u r p o s a s  i s  a  
m a t t e r  f o r  t h a  l a w  o f  a a c h  s t a t a ,  a s  i s  t h a  a g a  a t  w h i c h  
a  p a r a n t * s  d u t y  t o  f u r n i s h  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  t a r m i n a t a s .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  a  w i d a  v a r i a t y  o f  o t h a r  t a n s  o f  a r t  a r a  
i m p l i c i t l y  l a f t  t o  s t a t a  l a w .  P o r  a x a s p l a ,  s u b s e c t i o n
( 2 1 )  r a f a r s  I n t a r  a l i a  t o  " h a a l t h  c a r a ,  a r r e a r a g e s ,  o r  
r a i a b u r s a a a n t  . . . . ”  A l l  o f  t h e s e  t a n s  a r a  s u b  j  a c t ;  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l i z a d  d a f i n i t i o n s  o n  a  s t a t a - b y - s t a t a  b a s i s .

S u b s a c t l o n  ( 3 )  d a f i n a s  " d u t y  o f  s u p p o r t "  t o  a a a n  
t h a  l e ^ a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d a  s u p p o r t  b a f o r a  i t  h a s  
b a a n  r a d u c a d  t o  j u d g a a n t .  I t  i s  b r o a d l y  d a f i n a d  t o  
i n c l u d a  b o t h  p r o s p e c t i v e  a n d  r a t r o s p a c t i v a  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  
t o  t h a  a x t a n t  t h a y  a r a  i s p o s a d  b y  t h a  r a l a v a n t  s t a t a  
l a w .

I n  o r d a r  t o  r a a o l v a  c a r t a i n  c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h a  
a x a r c i s a  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  f o r  1 i s i t a d  p u r p o a a a  
s u b a a c t i o n  ( 4 )  b o r r o w a  t h a  c o n c a p t  o f  t h a  " h o a a  s t a t a "  
o f  a  c h i l d  f r o m  t h a  U n i f o n  C h i l d  C u s t o d y  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
A c t ,  v a r s i o n s  o f  w h i c h  h a v a  b a a n  a d o p t a d  i n  a l l  5 0
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a n d  f r o *  t h a  f a d a r a l  P a r a n t a l  K i d n a p p i n g  
P r a v a n t i o n  A c t ,  4 2  U . S . C .  S 1 7 3 8 A .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( 6 )  i a  v r i t t a n  b r o a d l y  a o  t h a t  a t a t a a  
t h a t  d i r a c t  i n c o a a  w i t h h o l d i n g  b y  a n  o b l i g o r ' a  a a p l o y a r  
b a a a d  o n  " o t h a r  l a g a l  p r o c a a a , "  a a  d i a t i n g u i a h a d  f r o a  a n  
o r d a r  o f  a  t r i b u n a l ,  a a y  h a v a  t h a t  " l a g a l  p r o c a a a ”  
r a c o g n i z a d  a a  a n  " i n c o a a - w i t h h o l d i n g  o r d a r . ”  P a d a r a l  
l a v  r a q u i r a a  t h a t  a a c h  a t a t a  p r o v i d a  f o r  i n c o a a  
w i t h h o l d i n g  " w i t h o u t  t h a  n a c a a a i t y  o f  a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t h a r a f o r  . . .  o r  f o r  a n y  f u r t h a r  a c t i o n  . . .  b y  t h a  c o u r t  
o r  o t h a r  a n t i t y  w h i c h  i a a u a d  a u c h  o r d a r . ”  4 2  U . S . C .  
6 6 6 ( b ) ( 2 ) .  S t a t a a  h a v a  c o a p l i a d  w i t h  t h i a  d i r a c t i v a  i n  
a  v a ~ * i a t y  o f  w a y a .  P o r  a x a a p l a ,  Maw Y o r k  p r o v i d a a  a  
■ a t h o d  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  i n c o a a  w i t h h o l d i n g  o f  c o u r t - o r d a r a d  
a u p p o r t  b y  a u t h o r i z i n g  a n  a t t o r n a y ,  d a r k  o f  c o u r t ,  
a h a r i f f  o r  a g a n t  o f  t h a  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  
t o  s a r v a  u p o n  t h a  d a f a u l t i n g  o b l i g o r ' a  a a p l o y a r  a n  
" i n c o a a  a x a c u t i o n  f o r  a u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t . "  N aw  Y o r k  
M c K l n n a y ' a  C . P . L . R .  5 2 4 1 .  T h i a  " o t h a r  l a g a l  p r o c a a a ”  
r a p o r t a d l y  i s  t h a  s t a n d a r d  a a t h o d  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  i n c o a a  
w i t h h o l d i n g  i n  t h a t  s t a t a ,  w h i l a  t h a  s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n  
f o r  a n  i n c o a a  w i t h h o l d i n g  o r d a r ,  C . P . L . R .  5 2 4 2 ,  i a  
r a r a l y  u a a d  b y  a i t h a r  t h a  c o u r t s  o r  t h a  l i t i g a n t s .

S u b s a c t i o n *  ( 7 )  a n d  ( i )  d a f i n a  " i n i t i a t i n g  s t a t a ”  
a n d  " i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l "  s i m i l a r l y  t o  R U R Z S A  $  2 ( d ) .
I t  i a  i a p o r t a n t  t o  n o t a ,  h o w a v a r ,  t h a t  t h i a  A c t  p a r a i t s  
t h a  d i r a c t  f i l i n g  o f  a n  i n t a r s t a t a  a c t i o n  i n  t h a  
r a s p o n d i n g  a t a t a  w i t h o u t  a n  i n i t i a l  f i l i n g  i n  a n  
i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l .  T h u s ,  a  p a t i t i o n a r  i n  o n a  s t a t a  
c o u l d  a a a J c  t o  a s t a b l i a h  a  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  i n  a  s a c o n d  
s t a t a  b y  a i t h a r  f i l i n g  i n  t h a  s a c o n d  s t a t a ' a  t r i b u n a l  o r  
s a a k i n g  t h a  a s a i a t a n c a  o f  t h a  s u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  
i n  t h a  s a c o n d  a t a t a .

T h a  t a r a  " o b l i g a a "  i n  s u b a a c t i o n  ( 1 2 )  i s  d a f i n a d  
i n  a  b r o a d  a a n n a r  a i a i l a r  t o  R U R E S A  5  2 ( f ) ,  w h i c h  i a  
c o n s i a t a n t  w i t h  c o a a o n  u a a g a .  I n  i n a t a n c a s  o f  s p o u s a l  
a u p p o r t ,  t h a  p a r s o n  o w a d  t h a  d u t y  o f  a u p p o r t  a n d  t h a  
p a r s o n  r a c a i v i n g  t h a  p a y a a n t a  a r a  a l a o a t  a l w a y s  t h a  
s a a a .  U a a  o f  t h a  t a r a  i a  a o r a  c o a p l i c a t a d  i n  t h a  
c o n t o r t  o f  a  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  o r d a r .  T h a  c h i l d  i a  t h a  
p a r s o n  t o  w h o a  t h a  d u t y  o f  a u p p o r t  i a  o w a d  a n d  t h a r a f o r a  
c a n  b a  v i a w a d  a s  t h a  u l t i m a t a  o b l i g a a .  H o w a v a r ,
" o b l i g a a ”  u s u a l l y  r a f a r s  t o  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  r a c a i v i n g  t h a  
p a y a a n t a .  W h i l a  t h i a  i a  a o a t  c o a a o n l y  t h a  c u s t o d i a l  
p a r a n t  o r  o t h a r  l a g a l  c u s t o . ’ l a n ,  t h a  " o b l i g a a "  m a y  b a  a  
s u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  v n i c h  h a s  b a a n  a a s i g n a d  t h a  
r i g h t  t o  r a c a i v a  s u p p o r t  p a y a a n t a  i n  o r d a r  t o  r a c o u p  
A F D C  ( A i d  t o  r a a l l l a s  w i t h  D a p a n d a n t  C h i l d r a n ,  4 2  U . S . C .
S  6 0 1  a t  s a g . ) .  E v a n  i n  t h a  a b a a n c a  o f  s u c h  a n
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a s s i g n m e n t ,  a  a t a t a  m a y  h a v a  a n  i n d a p a n d a n t  s t a t u t o r y  
c l a i a  f o r  r a i a b u r s a a a n t  f o r  g a n a r a l  a s s i s t a n c a  p r o v i d a d  
t o  a  s p o u s a ,  a  f o r a a r  s p o u s a ,  o r  a  c h i l d  o f  a n  o b l i g o r .  
T h a  A c t  a l s o  u s a s  " o b l i g a a "  t o  i d a n t i f y  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
w h o  i a  a s s a r t i n g  a  c l a i a  f o r  a u p p o r t ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  a  
p a r s o n  v h o a a  r i g h t  t o  s u p p o r t  i s  u n q u a s t i o n a d ,  p r a s u n a d ,  
o r  h a s  b a a n  a s t a b l i s h a d  i n  a  l a g a l  a c t i o n .  S u b a a c t i o n
( 1 3 )  p r o v i d a a  t h a  c o r r a l a t i v a  d a f i n i t i o n  o f  a n  
" o b l i g o r , ”  w h i c h  i n c l u d a a  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  i s  a l l a g a d  
t o  o v a  a  d u t y  o f  a u p p o r t  a s  v a i l  a s  a  p a r s o n  v h o a a  
o b l i g a t i o n  h a a  p r a v i o u s l y  b a a n  d a t a r a i n a d .

H o t a  t h a t  t h a  d a f i n i t i o n s  o f  " r a s p o n d i n g  s t a t a "  
a n d  " r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l "  i n  a u b a a c t i o n s  ( 1 6 )  a n d  ( 1 7 )  
a c c o n o d a t a  t h a  d i r a c t  f i l i n g  o f  a  p a t i t i o n  u n d a r  t h i s  
A c t  w i t h o u t  t h a  i n t a r v a n t i o n  o f  a n  i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l .  
B o t h  d a f i n i t i o n s  a c J c n o v l a d g a  t h a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h a r a  
m i g h t  b a  a  r a a p o n d i n g  s t a t a  o r  t r i b u n a l  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  
v h a r a  t h a r a  i s  n o  I n i t i a t i n g  s t a t a  o r  t r i b u n a l .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( 1 9 )  w i t h d r a w s  t h a  r a q u i r a a a n t  o f  
r a c i p r o c i t y  d a m a n d a d  b y  R U R E S A  a n d  U R E S A .  A  s t a t a  n a a d  
n o t  a n a c t  U I F S A  i n  o r d a r  f o r  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  i s s u a d  b y  
i t s  t r i b u n a l  t o  b a  a n f o r e a d  b y  o t h a r  s t a t a s .  P u b l i c  
p o l i c y  f a v o r i n g  s u c h  a n f o r c a a a n t  i s  s u f f i c i a n t l y  s t r o n g  
t o  w a r r a n t  w a i v i n g  a n y  q u i d  p r o  q u o  a a o n g  t h a  s t a t a s .  
T h i s  p o l i c y  a x t a n d s  t o  f o r a i g n  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  a s  w a l l ,  
w h i c h  i s  i n t a n d a d  t o  f a c i l i t a t a  a s t a b l i s h a a n t  a n d  
a n f o r c a a a n t  o f  o r d a r s  f r a a  t h o s a  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .
S p a c i f i c a l l y ,  i f  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  f r o a  a  C a n a d i a n  
p r o v i n c a  o r  M a x i c a n  s t a t a  c o n f o r a s  t o  t h a  p r i n c i p l a s  o f  
U I F S A ,  t h a t  o r d a r  s h o u l d  b a  h o n o r a d  w h a n  i t  c r o s s a s  t h a  
b o r d a r  i n  a  s p i r i t  o f  c o m i t y .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( 2 0 ) ,  " S u p p o r t  E n f o r c a a a n t  A g a n c y , "  
i n c l u d a a  t h a  s t a t a  I V - D  a g a n c y  ( P a r t  I V - D ,  S o c i a l  
S a c u r i t y  A c t ,  4 2  U . S . C .  S  6 5 1  a t  s a q . ) ,  a n d  o t h a r  s t a t s  
o r  l o c a l  g o v a m a a n t a l  a n t i t i a s  c h a r g a d  w i t h  a s t a b l i s h i n g  
o r  a n f o r c l n g  s u p p o r t .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( 2 2 )  i n t r o d u c a s  a  c o a p l a t a l y  n a v  t a r n ,  
" t r i b u n a l , "  w h i c h  r s p l a c a s  t h a  t a r a  " c o u r t "  u s a d  i n  
R U R E S A .  W i t h  t h a  a d v a n t  o f  t h a  f a d a r a l  I V - D  p r o g r a m ,  a 
n u a b a r  o f  s t a t a s  h a v a  d a l a g a t a d  v a r i o u s  * s p a e t a  o f  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  a s t a b l i s h a a n t  a n d  a n f o r c a a a n t  t o  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  
b o d i a s  a n d  a d a i n i s t r a t i v a  a g a n c i a s .  U I F S A  a d o p t s  t h a  
t a r a  " t r i b u n a l "  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h a  b r a a d t h  o f  s t a t a  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  d a a l i n g  w i t h  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h a  A c t  t h a  t a r n  r a f a r s  t o  a  t r i b u n a l  
o f  t h a  a n a c t i n g  s t a t a  u n l a s s  e x p r a s s l y  n o t a d  o t h a r v i s a .  
T o  a v o i d  c o n f u s i o n ,  h o w a v a r ,  w h a n  a c t i o n s  o f  t r i b u n a l s
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o f  t h a  a n a c t i n g  a t a t a  a n d  a n o t h a r  s t a t a  a r a  c o n t r a s t a d  
i n  t h a  s a a a  s a c t i o n  o r  s u b s a c t i o n ,  t h a  p h r a s a s  " t r i b u n a l  
o f  t h i s  S t a t s ”  a n d  " t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h a r  s t a t a ”  a r a  u s a d  
f o r  t h a  s a k a  o f  c l a r i t y . .

S E C T I O N  1 0 2 .  T R I B U N A L [ S ]  O P  T H I S  S T A T E .  T h a  [ c o u r t ,  

a d a i n i s t r a t i v a  a g a n c y ,  g u s s i - j u d i c i a l  a n t i t y ,  o r  

c o a b i n a t i o n ]  [ i s  t h a  t r i b u n a l ]  [ a r a  t h a  t r i b u n a l s ]  o f  

t h i s  S t a t a .

COMMENT

T h a  a n a c t i n g  s t a t a  a u s t  i d a n t i f y  t h a  c o u r t s ,  
a d a i n i s t r a t i v a  a g a n c i a s ,  o r  t h a  c o a b i n a t i o n  o f  t h o s a  
a n t i t i a s ,  w h i c h  c o n a t i t u t a  t h a  t r i b u n a l  a u t h o r i z a d  t o  
d a a l  w i t h  f a a i l y  s u p p o r t .  I n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t a  t h a r a  
a a y  b a  s a v a r a l  d i f f a r a n t  s u c h  a n t i t i a s  a u t h o r i z a d  t o  
d a t a r a i n a  f a a i l y  s u p p o r t  s a t t a r s .  I t  s h o u l d  b a  
a a p h a s i z a d  t h a t  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i s  n o t  d a s i g n a d  t o  
a d d r a s s  g u a s t i o n s  o f  v a n u a ,  w h i c h  a r a  l a f t  t o  o t h a r w i s a  
a p p l i c a b l a  s t a t a  l a w .

S E C T I O N  1 0 3 .  R E M E D I E S  C U M U L A T IV E .  R a a a d i a s  p r o v i d a d  

b y  t h i a  [ A c t ]  a r a  c u a u l a t i v a  a n d  d o  n o t  a f f a c t  t h a  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r a a a d i a s  u n d a r  o t h a r  l a w .

COMMENT

T h a  a x i s t a n c a  o f  p r o c a d u r a s  f o r  i n t a r s t a t a  
a s t a b l i s h a a n t ,  a n f o r c a a a n t ,  o r  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t  
o r  a  d a t a r a i n a t i o n  o f  p a r a n t a g a  i n  t h i s  A c t  d o a s  n o t  
p r a c l u d a  t h a  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  g a n a r a l  s t a t a  l a w .  F o r  
a x a a p l a ,  a  p a t i t i o n a r  s a y  d a c i d a  t o  f i l a  a n  a c t i o n  
d i r a c t l y  i n  t h a  s t a t a  o f  r a s i d a n c a  o f  t h a  r a s p o n d a n t  
u n d a r  t h a  g a n a r a l l y  a p p l i c a b l a  s u p p o r t  l a w ,  t h a r a b y  
s u b m i t t i n g  t o  t h a  p a r s o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h a t  f o r u a ,  
a n d  f o r a g o  r a l i a n c a  o n  t h a  A c t .
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A R T I C L E  2 .  J U R I S D I C T I O N

P A R T  A .  E X T E N D E D  P E R S O N A L  J U R I S D I C T I O N

S E C T IO N  2 0 1 .  B A S E S  P O R  J U R I S D I C T I O N  O V E R  

N O N R E S I D E N T .  I n  a  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  e n f o r c e ,  o r  

m o d i f y  a  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  o r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  p a r a n t a g a ,  a  

t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  s a y  e x e r c i s e  p a r a o n a l  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  n o n r a a i d a n t  i n d i v i d u a l  [ o r  t h a  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  g u a r d i a n  o r  c o n a a r v a t o r ]  i f :

( 1 )  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  i a  p e r s o n a l l y  a a r v a d  w i t h  

[ c i t a t i o n ,  s u m m o n s , n o t l c a ]  w i t h i n  t h i s  S t a t a ;

( 2 )  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  s u b m i t s  t o  t h a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  

t h i s  S t a t a  b y  c o n s a n t ,  b y  a n t a r l n g  a  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c a ,  

o r  b y  f i l i n g  a  r e s p o n s i v e  d o c u m e n t  h a v i n g  t h e  a f f e c t  o f  

w a i v i n g  a n y  c o n t e s t  t o  p e r s o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;

( 3 )  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  r a a i d e d  w i t h  t h a  c h i l d  i n  t h i s

S t a t a ;

( 4 )  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s i d e d  i n  t h i s  S t a t a  a n d  

p r o v i d e d  p r e n a t a l  e x p e n s e s  o r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h a  c h i l d ;

( 5 )  t h a  c h i l d  r e s i d e s  i n  t h i a  S t a t a  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

t h e  a c t s  o r  d i r e c t i v e s  o f  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l ;

( 6 )  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  e n g a g e d  i n  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  

i n  t h i s  S t a t a  a n d  t h a  c h i l d  m a y  h a v e  b a a n  c o n c e i v e d  b y  

t h a t  a c t  o f  i n t e r c o u r s e ;
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[  ( 7 )  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  a a s e r t a d  p a r a n t a g a  i n  t h a  

[ p u t a t i v a  f a t h e r  r a g i a t r y ]  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  t h i a  s t a t a  b y  

t h a  [ a p p r o p r i a t a  a g a n c y ] ; ]  o r

( B )  t h a r a  i a  a n y  o t h a r  b a a i a  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h a  

c o n a t i t u t i o n a  o f  t h i a  s t a t a  a n d  t h a  U n i t a d  S t a t a a  f o r  

t h a  e x e r c i s e  o f  p a r a o n a l  j u r i a d i c t i o n .

COMMENT

P a r t  A  o f  A r t i c l a  2 a a a a r t a  w h a t  i a  c o m m o n l y  
d a a c r i b a d  a a  l o n g - a r m  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  n o n r a a i d a n t  
r a a p o n d a n t  f o r  p u r p o a a a  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  
o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  p a r a n t a g a .  I n c l u a i o n  o f  t h i a  l o n g - a r a  
p r o v i a i o n  i n  t h i a  i n t a r a t a t a  A c t  i a  j u a t i f i a d  b a c a u a a  
a v a n  t h o u g h  t h a  l a v  o f  o n l y  t h a  f o r u m  a t a t a  i a  
a p p l i c a b l a ,  r a a i d a n t a  o f  t w o  n e p e r a t e  a t a t a a  a r a  
i n v o l v a d  i n  t h a  l i t i g a t i o n  a n d  a u b j a c t  t o  t h a  p a r a o n a l  
j u r i a d i c t i o n  o f  t h a  f o r u m .  T h a  i n t a n t  i a  t o  L n a u i*  t h a t  
a v a r y  a n a c t i n g  a t a t a  h a a  a  l o n g * a r a  a t a t u t a  a a  b r o a d  a a  
c o n a t i t u t i o n a l l y  p a r m i t t a d .  I n  s i t u a t i o n s  v h a r a  t h a  
l o n g - a r m  a t a t u t a  c a n  b a  a a t i a f i a d ,  t h a  p a t i t i o n a r  
( a i t h a r  t h a  o b l i g o r  o r  t h a  o b l i g a a )  h a a  t v o  o p t i o n a  
u n d a r  t h a  A c t :  ( 1 )  u t i l i z e  t h a  l o n g - u r m  a t a t u t a  t o  
o b t a i n  p a r a o n a l  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  t h a  r a a p o n d a n t ;  o r  ( 2 )  
i n i t i a t a  a  t w o - a t a t a  a c t i o n  u n d a r  t h a  a u c c a a d i n g  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  U I F S A  s e e k i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  
i n  t h a  r a a p o n d a n t ' a  a t a t a  o f  r a a i d a n c a .

A l t h o u g h  n o t  e x p r e s s l y  a t a t a d ,  t h a  l o n g - a r m  
a t a t u t a  p r o v i d a d  b y  t h i a  a a c t i o n  m a y  b a  a p p l i a d  t o  
a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  a a  w a l l  a a  t o  c h i l d  a u p p o r t .  H o w a v a r ,  
a l a o a t  a l l  o f  t h a  a p a c i f i c  p r o v i a i o n a  r a l a t a  t o  c h i l d  
a u p p o r t  o r d a r a  o r  d a t a r a i n a t i o n a  o f  p a r e n t a g e .  O n l y  
a u b a a c t i o n a  ( 1 ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  a n d  ( I )  a r a  a p p l i c a b l a  t o  a n  
a c t i o n  f o r  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  a a a a r t i n g  l o n g - a r m  
j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  n o n r a a i d a n t .  T h a  f i r a t  t w o  
a u b a a c t i o n a  a r a  w h o l l y  n o n c o n t r o v a r a i a l  i n s o f a r  a a  a n  
a a a a r t i o n  o f  p a r a o n a l  j u r i a d i c t i o n  i a  c o n c a m a d .  T h i s  
a c c o r d a  w i t h  t h a  f a c t  t h a t  v a r y  f a v  a t a t a a  h a v a  c h o a a n  
t o  a n a c t  a p a c i f i c  d o a a a t i c  r a l a t i o n a  l o n g - a r a  s t a t u t e s  
a n d  t h a t  t h a  f o c u a  o f  U I F S A  i a  p r i m a r i l y  o n  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t .  M o r e o v e r ,  a a a a r t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  j u r i a d i c t i o n  
u n d a r  s u b a a c t i o n  ( 1 ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  o r  ( 8 )  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  y i e l d  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a l l  m a t t e r s  t o  b a  d e c i d e d  b e t w e e n  t n #  
s p o u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  o n  d i v o r c e .
T h u s ,  t h a  m o s t  o b v i o u s  b a s i s  f o r  a s s a r t i n g  l o n g - a r a  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t ,  i . e . . " l a s t
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m a t r i m o n i a l  d o m i c i l a , "  i s  n o t  i n c l u d a d  i n  S s c t i o n  2 0 1  t o  
s v o i d  t h s  p o t s n t i s l  p r o b l a m  o f  a n o t h a r  i n s t s n c s  o f  
b i f u r c s t s d  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  
s  t r i b u n a l  c o u l d  o r d a r  a  n o n r a s i d a n t  t o  p a y  s p o u s a l  
s u p p o r t ,  w h i l a  n o t  b a i n g  a u t h o r i z a d  t o  p a r s o n a l l y  b i n d  
t h a t  n o n r a a i d a n t  t o  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o p a r t y  o n  d i v o r c a .

U n d a r  R U R E S A ,  a u l t i p l a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  a f f a c t i n g  
t h a  s a m a  p a r t i a s  a r a  c o a a o n p l a c a .  U I F S A  c r a a t a s  a  
s t r u c t u r a  d a s i g n a d  t o  p r o v i d a  f o r  o n l y  o n a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  
a t  a  t i a a .  T h i s  o n a  o r d a r  r a g i a a  i s  f a c i l i t a t a d  a n d  
c o a b i n a d  w i t h  a  b r o a d  a s s a r t i o n  o f  p a r a o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
u n d a r  t h i s  l o n g - a r a  p r o v i s i o n .  T h a  f r a q u a n c y  o f  a  t w o -  
s t a t a  p r o c a d u r a  i n v o l v i n g  t h a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t r i b u n a l s  
i n  b o t h  s t a t a s  s h o u l d  b a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r a d u c a d  b y  t h a  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  l o n g - a r a  a t a t u t a .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( 1 )  c o d i f i a s  t h a  h o l d i n g  o f  B u r a h a a  v .  
S u p a r i o r  C o u r t ,  4 9 5  U . S .  6 0 4  ( 1 9 9 0 ) ,  w h i c h  r a a f f i r a s  t h a  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  ' v a l i d i t y  o f  a s s a r t i n g  p a r a o n a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  b a s a d  o n  p a r s o n a l  s a r v i c a  w i t h i n  a  s t a t a .  
S u b s a c t i o n  ( 2 )  a x p r a s s a s  t h a  p r i n c i p l a  t h a t  a  
n o n r a s i d a n t  p a r t y  c o n c a d a s  p a r s o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  b y  
s a a k i n g  a f f i r a a t i v a  r a l i a f  o r  b y  s u b a i t t i n g  t o  t h a  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  b y  a n s w a r i n g  o r  a n t a r i n g  a n  a p p a a r a n c a . 
H o w a v a r ,  t h a  p o w a r  t o  a s s a r t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  s u p p o r t  
i s s u a s  u n d a r  t h a  A c t  d o a s  n o t  a x t a n d  t h a  t r i b u n a l ' s  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  o t h a r  a a t t a r s .  S u b a a c t i o n s  ( 1 )  t h r o u g h
( 8 )  a r a  d a r i v a d  f r o *  a  v a r i a t y  o f  s o u r c a s , . i n c l u d i n g  t h a  
U n i f o r a  P a r a n t a g a  A c t  S  8 ,  T a x a s  F a m i l y  C o d a  S 1 1 . 0 5 1  
( V a m o n  S u p p .  1 9 9 2 ) ,  a n d  N a w  Y o r k  F a m i l y  C o u r t  A c t  
S 1 5 4 .  S u b a a c t i o n  ( 7 )  i s  b r a c k a t a d  b a c a u s a  n o t  a l l *  
s t a t a s  m a i n t a i n  p u t a t i v a  f a t h a r  r a g i s t r i a s .  T h a  f a c t u a l  
s i t u a t i o n s  c a t a l o g u a d  i n  t h a s a  s u b a a c t i o n s  a r a  
a p p r o p r i a t a  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  a c c a p t a b l a  g r o u n d s  u p o n  
w h i c h  t o  a x a r c i s a  p a r s o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( > )  t r a c k s  t h a  b r o a d ,  c a t c h - a l l  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o u n d  i n  m a n y  s t a t a  a t a t u t a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  C i v .  P .  C o d a  5  4 1 0 . 1 0  ( 1 9 7 3 ) ;  N aw  Y o r k ,  
s u n r a : a n d  T a x a s ,  s u p r a . I t  s h o u l d  b a  n o t a d ,  h o w a v a r ,  
t h a t  t h i a  p r o v i s i o n ,  s t a n d i n g  a l o n a ,  w a s  f o u n d  t o  b a  
i n a d a q u a t a  t o  s u s t a i n  a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  u n d a r  t h a  
f a c t a  p r a s a n t a d  i n  l u l k o  ▼. S u p a r i o r  C o u r t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
f o r  S a a  T T a a e i a o o ,  4 3 6  U . S .  8 4  ( 1 9 7 8 ) .

S E C T IO N  2 0 2 .  P R O C E D U R E  WHEN E X E R C I S I N G  J U R I S D I C T I O N  

O V E R  N O N R E S ID E N T .  A t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  a x a r c i a i n g
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p e r s o n a l  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  n o n r a a i d a n t  u n d a r  S a c t i o n  

2 0 1  s a y  a p p l y  S a c t i o n  3 1 6  ( S p a c i a l  R u l a a  o f  E v i d a n c a  a n d  

P r o c a d u r a )  t o  r a c a i v a  a v i d a n c a  f r o m  a n o t h a r  a t a t a ,  a n d  

S a c t i o n  3 1 1  ( A a s i a t a n c a  w i t h  D i a c o v a r y )  t o  o b t a i n  

d i s c o v e r y  t h r o u g h  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h a r  a t a t a .  I n  a l l  

o t h a r  r a a p a c t a ,  A r t i c l e s  3  t h r o u g h  7  d o  n o t  a p p l y  a n d  

t h a  t r i b u n a l  a h a l l  a p p l y  t h a  p r o c a d u r a 1  a n d  a u b a t a n t i v a  

l a v  o f  t h i a  S t a t a ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a  r u l a a  o n  c h o i c a  o f  l a v  

o t h a r  t h a n  t h o a a  a s t a b l i a h a d  b y  t h i a  [ A c t ] .

COMMENT

A a a a r t i o n  o f  l o n g - a r m  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  
n o n r a a i d a n t  a a a a n t i a l l y  r a a u l t a  i n  a  o n a - a t a t a  
p r o c e e d i n g ,  n o t v i t h a t a n d i n g  t h a  f a c t  t h a t  t h a  p a r t i a s  
r a a i d a  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a t a t a a .  W i t h  t w o  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h a  
p r o v i a i o n a  oz U I 7 S A  a r a  n o t  a p p l i c a b l a  i n  t h a a a  
p r o c a a d i n g s .  T h a  f i r s t  e x c e p t i o n  a l l o v a  t h a  t r i b u n a l  t o  
a p p l y  t h a  s p a c i a l  r u l a a  o f  a v i d a n c a  a n d  p r o c a d u r a  o f  
S a c t i o n  3 1 6  i n  o r d a r  t o  f a c i l i t a t a  d e c i a i o n - m a J c i n g  v h a n  
o n a  p a r t y  r a a i d a a  i n  a n o t h a r  a t a t a ,  a  v a n  t h o u g h  t h a t  
p a r t y  i a  a u b j a c t  t o  t h a  p a r s o n a l  J u r i a d i c t i o n  o f  t h a  
t r i b u n a l .  I n  o t h a r  v o r d a ,  t h a  o n a - a t a t a  c a a a  s a y  
u t i l i z a  t v o - s t a t a  p r o c a d u r a a  i n  t h a  i n t a r a a t a  o f  
a c o n o a y ,  a f f i c i a n c y ,  a n d  f a i r  p l a y .  T h a  s a a a  
c o n a i d a r a t i o n a  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h a  s a c o n d  a x c a p t i o n ;  t h a  
t v o - s t a t a  d i a c o v a r y  p r o c a d u r a a  o f  S a c t i o n  3 1 8  a r a  m a d a  
a p p l i c a b l a  t o  a  o n a - a t a t a  p r o c a a d i n g  v h a n  a  f o r a i g n  
t r i b u n a l  c a n  a s s i s t  i n  t h a t  p r o c a a a .  I n  a l l  o t h a r  
s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h o  a u b a t a n t i v a  a n d  p r o c a d u r a l  l a v  o f  t h a  
a t a t a  a p p l l a s .  H o v a v a r ,  t o  f a c i l i t a t a  i n t a r s t a t a  
a x c h a n g a  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  a n a b l a  t h a  n o n r a s i d a n t  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t a  a a  f u l l y  a a  p o s s i b l a  i n  t h a  p r o c a a d i n g s  
v l t h o u t  t h a  n o c a a a i t y  o f  p a r a o n a l l y  a p p a a r i n g  i n  t h a  
f o r u m  a t a t a ,  t h i s  s a c t i o n  a x p r a s a l y  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h a  
s p a c i a l  t J I f S A  r u l a s  o n  a v i d a n c a  a n d  a a s i a t a n c a  v i t h  
d i a c o v a r y  p r o c a d u r a a  t o  l o n g - a r a  c a s e s .
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P A R T  B .  P R O C E E D IN G S  IN V O L V IN G  TWO O R  M ORE  S T A T E S

S E C T IO N  2 0 3 .  I N I T I A T I N G  AND R E S P O N D IN G  T R I B U N A L  O F  

T H I S  S T A T E .  U n d a r  t h i a  [ A c t } ,  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  

■ ay a a r v a  a a  a n  i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  t o  f o r w a r d  

p r o c a a d i n g a  t o  a n o t h a r  a t a t a  a n d  a a  a  r a a p o n d i n g  

t r i b u n a l  f o r  p r o c a a d i n g a  i n i t i a t a d  i n  a n o t h a r  a t a t a .

COMMENT

P a r t  B  o f  A r t i c l a  2  t r a c J c a  t h a  t r a d i t i o n a l  R U R E S A  
a c t i o n ,  i n v o l v i n g  r a a i d a n t a  o f  a a p a r a t a  a t a t a a .  I n  t h i a  
a i t u a t i . c n ,  t h a  i n i t i a t i n g  a t a t a  d o a a  n o t  a a a a r t  p a r a o n a l  
j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  t h a  n o n r a a i d a n t ,  b u t  i n a t a a d  f o r v a r d a  
t h a  c a a a  t o  a n o t h a r ,  r a a p o n d i n g  a t a t a ,  w h i c h  i a  t o  
a a a a r t  p a r a o n a l  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  i t a  r a a i d a n t .

T h i a  a a c t i o n  i d a n t i f i a a  t h a  r o l a a  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  
t h a  f o r u a  a a y  a a r v a ;  a a  a p p r o p r i a t a ,  i t  a a y  a c t  a a  
a i t h a r  a n  i n i t i a t i n g  o r  a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  u n d a r  
U I F S A .  N o t a  t h a t  a  t r i b u n a l  c a n  a a r v a  a a  a  r a a p o n d i n g  
t r i b u n a l  v h a n  t h a r a  i a  n o  i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  i n  a n o t h a r  
a t a t a .  T h i a  i a  t o  a c c o n o d a t a  t h a  d i r a c t  f i l i n g  o f  a n  
a c t i o n  i n  a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  b y  a  n o n r a a i d a n t .

S E C T IO N  2 0 4 .  S IM U L T A N E O U S  P R O C E E D IN G S  I N  A N O T H E R  

S T A T E .

( a )  A  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  a a y  a x a r c i a a  

j u r i a d i c t i o n  t o  a a t a b l i a h  a  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  i f  t h a  

[ p a t i t i o n ]  o r  c o a p a r a b l a  p l a a d i n g  i a  f i l a d  a f t a r  a  

[ p a t i t i o n ]  o r  c o a p a r a b l a  p l a a d i n g  i a  f i l a d  i n  a n o t h a r  

a t a t a  o n l y  i f :

( 1 )  t h a  [ p a t i t i o n ]  o r  c o a p a r a b l a  p l a a d i n g  i n  

t h i a  S t a t a  i a  f i l a d  b a f o r a  t h a  a x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h a  t i n a  

a l l o v a d  i n  t h a  o t h a r  a t a t a  l o r  f i l i n g  a  r a a p o n a i v a
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p l e a d i n g  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  e x e r c i e e  o f  j u r i a d i c t i o n  b y  t h e  

o t h e r  s t a t e ;

( 2 )  t h e  c o n t e s t i n g  p a r t y  t i m e l y  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  

e x e r c i s e  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e ;  a n d

( 3 )  i f  r e l e v a n t ,  t h i s  S t a t e  i s  t h e  h o m e  s t a t s  

o f  t h e  c h i l d .

( b )  A  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  s a y  n o t  e x e r c i s e  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  i f  t h e  

[ p e t i t i o n ]  o r  c c r a p a r a b l e  p l e a d i n g  i s  f i l e d  b e f o r e  a  

[ p e t i t i o n ]  o r  c o m p a r a b l e  p l e a d i n g  i s  f i l e d  i n  a n o t h e r  

o t a t e  i f :

( 1 )  t h e  [ p e t i t i o n ]  o r  c o m p a r a b l e  p l e a d i n g  i n  

t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e  i s  f i l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

t i m e  a l l o w e d  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  f o r  f i l i n g  a  r e s p o n s i v e  

p l e a d i n g  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  b y  

t h i s  S t a t e ;

( 2 )  t h e  c o n t e s t i n g  p a r t y  t i m e l y  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  

e x e r c i s e  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h i s  S t a t e ;  a n d

( 3 )  i f  r e l e v a n t ,  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e  i s  t h e  h o m e  

s t a t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d .

C O H H E N T

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  S e c t i o n  6  o f  t h e  
U n i f o r m  C h i l d  C u s t o d y  J u r i s d i c t i o n  A c t .  U n d e r  t h e  o n e -  
o r d e r  s y s t e m  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  U I F S A ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
p r o v i d e  a  n e w  p r o c e d u r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h a  
m u l t i p l e  o r d e r s  s o  c o m m o n  u n d e r  R U R E S A  a n d  U R E S A .  T h i s  
r e q u i r e s  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n ,  a n d  d e f e r e n c e  b y ,  s i s t e r -  
s t a t e  t r i b u n a l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  i s s u a n c e  o f  c o m p e t i n g  
s u p p o r t  o r d e r s .  T o  t h i s  e n d ,  t r i b u n a l s  a r a  e x p e c t e d  t o  
t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  s e e k i n g  o u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
s u p p o r t  p r o c a a d i n g s  i n  o t h a r  s t a t e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h a  s a m e
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c h i l d .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  
o f  t w o  t r i b u n a l s  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s a m e  s u p p o r t  o b l i g a t i o n  
s h o u l d  d e c i d e  t o  d e f e r  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  
U I F S A  m a k e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  a p p r o a c h  
a d o p t e d  b y  t h a  U C C J A ,  w h i c h  c h o o s e s  " f i r s t  f i l i n g "  a s  
t h e  m e t h o d  f o r  r e s o l v i n g  c o m p e t i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  
d i s p u t e s .  I n  t h e  a n a l o g o u s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  
P a r e n t a l  K i d n a p p i n g  P r e v e n t i o n  A c t  c h o o s e s  t h e  h o m e  
s t a t e  o f  t h e  i h l l d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p r i o r i t y .  G i v e n  t h e  
p r e e m p t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  P K P A  a n d  t h a  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  
c u s t o d y  a n d  s u p p o r t  a r a  b o t h  i n v o l v e d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  
U I F S A  o p r s  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  m e t h o d  o f  r e s o l v i n g  d i s p u t e s  
b e t w e e n  c o m p e t i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  a s s e r t i o n s  b y  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  t r i b u n a l  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  
h o m e  s t a t e .  I f  t h e r e  i s  n o  h o m e  s t a t e ,  " f i r s t  f i l i n g "  
c o n t r o l s .

S E C T IO N  2 0 5 .  C O N T IN U IN G ,  E X C L U S I V E  J U R I S D I C T I O N .

( a )  A t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t e  i s s u i n g  a  s u p p o r t

o r d e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l a w  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  h a a

c o n t i n u i n g ,  e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  

o r d e r :

( 1 )  a s  l o n g  a s  t h i s  S t a t e  r e m a i n s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  

o f  t h e  o b l i g o r ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o b l i g e e ,  o r  t h e  c h i l d  f o r  

v h o a a  b e n e f i t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  i s  i s s u e d ;  o r

( 2 )  u n t i l  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t y  h a s  f i l e d  

w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  w i t h  t h e  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  f o r  a  

t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  t o  m o d i f y  t h e  o r d e r  a n d  a s s u m e  

c o n t i n u i n g ,  e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

( b )  A t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  i s s u i n g  a  c h i l d

s u p p o r t  o r d e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l a v  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  m a y

n o t  e x e r c i s e  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  m o d i f y  t h e  

o r d e r  i f  t h e  o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  m o d i f i e d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f



a n o t h a r  a t a t a  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  l a v  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h i s  [ A c t ] .

( c )  I f  a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d s r  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  i s  

■ o d i f i a d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h a r  s t a t a  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  

l a v  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  

t h i a  S t a t a  l o a a s  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

v i t h  r s g a r d  t o  p r o s p s c t i v a  a n f o r c a a a n t  o f  t h a  o r d a r  

i s s u a d  i n  t h i s  S t a t a ,  a n d  a a y  o n l y :

( 1 )  a n f o r c a  t h a  o r d a r  t h a t  v a s  a o d i f i a d  a s  t o  

a m o u n t s  a c c r u i n g  b a f o r a  t h a  a o d i f i c a t i o n ;

( 2 )  a n f o r c a  n o n a o d i f i a b l a  a a p a c t s  o f  t h a t  

o r d a r ;  a n d

( 3 )  p r o v i d a  o t h a r  a p p r o p r i a t a  r a l i a f  f o r  

v i o l a t i o n a  o f  t h a t  o r d a r  v h i c h  o c c u r r a d  b a f o r a  t h a  

a f f a c t i v a  d a t a  o f  t h a  a o d i f i c a t i o n .

( d )  A  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  s h a l l  r a c o g n i z a  t h o  

c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  

a n o t h a r  s t a t a  v h i c h  h a s  i s s u a d  a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  

p u r s u a n t  t o  a  l a v  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  ( A c t ) .

( a )  A  t a m p o r a r y  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s s u a d  a x  p a r t s  o r  

p a n d i n g  r a a o l u t i o n  o f  a  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  d o a s  n o t  

c r s a t a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h a  i s s u i n g  

t r i b u n a l .

( f )  A  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  i s s u i n g  a  s u p p o r t  

o r d a r  c o n s i s t a n t  v i t h  t h a  l a v  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  h a s  

c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  s p o u s a l
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s u p p o r t  o r d a r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h a  a x i s t a n c a  o f  t h a  s u p p o r t  

o b l i g a t i o n .  A  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t s  a a y  n o t  a o d i f y  a  

s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s s u a d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h a r  

s t a t a  h a v i n g  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  

t h a t  o r d a r  u n d a r  t h a  l a v  o f  t h a t  s t a t a .

COMMENT

T h i s  s a c t i o n  i a  p a r h a p s  t h a  a o s t  c r u c i a l  p r o v i s i o n  
i n  U I F S A .  I t  a a t a b l i a h a a  t h a  p r i n c i p l a  t h a t  t h a  i s s u i n g  
t r i b u n a l  r a t a i n s  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  
t h a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  a x c a p t  i n  v a r y  n a r r o w l y  d a f i n a d  
c i r c u a a t a n c a s .  I f  a l l  p a r t i a a  a n d  t h a  c h i l d  r a s i d a  
a l s a v h a r a ,  t h a  i s s u i n g  s t a t a  l o a a s  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g ,  
a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  —  w h i c h  i n  p r a c t i c a l  t s r a s  a a a n s  
t h a  i s s u i n g  t r i b u n a l  l o a a s  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a o d i f y  i t s  
o r d a r .  T h a  i s s u i n g  s t a t a  n o  l o n g a r  h a s  a  n a x u a  v i t h  t h a  
p a r t i a a  o r  c h i l d  a n d ,  f u r t h a r m o r s ,  t h a  i s s u i n g  t r i b u n a l  
h a s  n o  c u r r a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h a  c i r c u m s t a n c a s  o f  
a n y o n a  i n v o l v a d .  N o t a ,  h o w a v a r ,  t h a t  t h a  o n a - o r d a r  o f  
t h a  i s s u i n g  t r i b u n a l  r s m a i n s  v a l i d  a n d  a n f o r c a a b l a .
T h a t  o r d a r  i a  i n  a f f a c t  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h a  i s s u i n g  s t a t a  
a n d  t h o s a  s t a t a s  i n  v h i c h  t h a  o r d a r  h a a  b a a n  r a g i s t a r a d ,  
b u t  a l s o  a a y  b a  a n f o r c a d  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t a s  i n  v h i c h  
t h a  o n a - o r d a r  i a  r a g i s t a r a d  f o r  a n f o r c a a a n t  a f t a r  t h a  
i s s u i n g  a t a t a  l o s a s  i t s  p o v a r  t o  a o d i f y  t h a  o r i g i n a l  
o r d a r ,  s a a  S a c t i o n s  6 0 1  t h r o u g h  6 0 4  ( R a g i a t r a t i o n  a n d  
E n f o r c a a a n t  o f  S u p p o r t  O r d a r ) ,  i n f r a . T h a  o n a - o r d a r  
r a m a i n a  i n  a f f a c t  u n t i l  i t  i a  p r o p a r l y  a o d i f l a d  i n  
a c c o r d a n c a  v i t h  t h a  n a r r o w  t a r a s  o f  t h a  A c t ,  s a a  
S a c t i o n s  6 0 9  t h r o u g h  6 1 2  ( R a g i a t r a t i o n  a n d  M o d i f i c a t i o n  
o f  C h i l d  S u p p o r t  O r d a r ) , i n f r a .

C h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  a a y  b a  a o d i f i a d  u n d a r  
c a r t a i n ,  a p a c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s :  ( 1 )  o n  t h a  a g r a a a a n t  o f  
b o t h  p a r t i a a ;  o r ,  ( 2 )  i f  a l l  t h a  r a l a v a n t  p a r s o n s ,  t h a t  
i a ,  t h a  o b l i g o r ,  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  o b l i g a a ,  a n d  t h a  c h i l d ,  
h a v a  p a r a a n a n t l y  l a f t  t h a  i s s u i n g  s t a t a .  N o t a  t h a t  
v h i l a  s u b a a c t i o n  ( b ) ( 2 )  i d a n t i f i a s  t h a  s a t h o d  f o r  t h a  
r a l a a s a  o f  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  b y  t h o  
i a a u i n g  t r i b u n a l ,  i t  d o o s  n o t  c o n f a r  j u r i c d i c t i o n  t o  
a o d i f y  o n  a n o t h a r  t r i b u n a l .  M o d i f i c a t i o n  r a q u i r a s  t h a t  
a  t r i b u n a l  h a v a  p a r s o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  b o t h  p a r t i a a ,  
a s  p r o v i d a d  i n  A r t i c l a  6 ,  P a r t  C .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b a  
n o t a d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  s a c t i o n  i s  i n t a n d a d  t o  
d a p r i v a  a  c o u r t  v h i c h  h a a  l o o t  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u s i v a  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h a  p o v a r  t o  a n f o r c a  a r r a a r a g a s  v h i c h  
h a v a  a c c r u a d  d u r i n g  t h a  a x i s t a n c a  o f  a  v a l i d  o r d a r .



W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t ,  t h a  i a a u i n g  
t r i b u n a l  r a t a i n a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  
a n  o r d a r  o f  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h a  a n t i r a  
a x i a t a n c a  o f  t h a  a u p p o r t  o b l i g a t i o n .  T h a  p r o h i b i t i o n  
a g a i n a t  a  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n  a x i a t i n g  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  
o r d a r  o f  a n o t h a r  a t a t a  i m p o s a d  b y  S a c t i o n a  2 0 5  a n d  2 0 6  
m a r k s  a  r a d i c a l  d a p a r t u r a  f r o a  R U R E S A ,  v h i c h  t r a a t a  
a p o u a a l  a n d  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  o r d a r a  i d a n t i c a l l y .  U n d a r  
U I F S A ,  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  i a  p a r a i t t a d  i n  
t h a  i n t a r a t a t a  c o n t a x t  o n l y  i f  a n  a c t i o n  i a  i n i t i a t a d  
o u t a i d a  o f ,  a n d  a o d i f i a d  b y  t h a  o r i g i n a l  i a a u i n g  a t a t a .  
W h i l a  U I F S A  r a v i a a a  R U R E S A  i n  t h i a  r a g a r d ,  i n  f a c t  t h i a  
w i l l  h a v a  a  a i n i a a l  a f f a c t  o n  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c a .
I n t a r a t a t a  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  h a a  b a a n  
r a l a t i v a l y  r a r a  u n d a r  R U R E S A .  M o r a o v a r ,  t h a  p r o h i b i t i o n  
o f  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  i a  c o n a i a t a n t  v i t h  
t h a  b a a i c  p r i n c i p l a  t h a t  a  t r i b u n a l  a h o u l d  a p p l y  l o c a l  
l a v  i f  a t  a l l  p o a a i b l a  t o  i n a u r a  a f f i c i a n t  h a n d l i n g  o f  
e a a a a  a n d  t o  a i n i a i z a  c h o i e a  o f  l a v  p r o b l a a a .  A v o i d i n g  
c o n f l i c t  o f  l a v  p r o b l a a a  i a  a l a o a t  i m p o s s i b l a  i f  a p o u a a l  
a u p p o r t  o r d a r a  a r a  a u b j a c t  t o  a o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  a  a a c o n d  
a t a t a .  F o r  a x a a p l a ,  t h a r a  i a  v i d a  v a r i a t i o n  a a o n g  a t a t a  
l a v a  o n  t h a  a f f a c t  o n  a  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  f o l l o v i n g  
t h a  o b l i g a a ' a  r a a a r r i a g a  o r  n o n a a r i t a l  c o h a b i t a t i o n  v i t h  
a n o t h a r  p a r s o n .

T h a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b a t v a a n  a p o u a a l  a n d  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  
i a  f u r t h a r  j u a t i f i a d  b a c a u a a  t h a  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  a p o u a a l  s u p p o r t  a r a  s o  
d i f f a r a n t .  I n  a o a t  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  a  d r a m a t i c  i m p r o v a a a n t  
i n  t h a  o b l i g o r ' s  a c o n o a i c  c l r c u m a t a n c a s  v i l l  h a v a  l i r . t l a  
o r  n o  r a l a v a n c a  i n  a n  a c t i o n  a a a J c i n g  a n  u p v a r d  
a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  a p o u a a l  s u p p o r t ,  v h i l a  a  s i m i l a r  c h a n g a  
i n  a n  o b l i g o r * a  s i t u a t i o n  t y p i c a l l y  i s  a  p r i m a r y  b a s i s  
f o r  a n  i n c r a a s a  i n  c h i l d  a u p p o r t .  T h i a  d i s p a r i t y  i s  
f o u n d a d  o n  a  p o l i c y  c h o i c a  t h a t  p o a t - d i v o r c a  s u c c a s s  
a h o u l d  b a n a f l t  t h a  o b l i g o r ' s  c h i l d ,  b u t  n o t  a n  a x -  
s p o u s a .

S E C T IO N  2 0 6 .  D f T O R C W E K T  AND M O D I F I C A T IO N  O F  S U P P O R T  

O R D E R  B Y  T R I B U N A L  R A V IN G  C O N T IN U IN G  J U R I S D I C T I O N .

( a )  A t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  a a y  s a r v a  a s  a n  

i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  t o  r a g u a s t  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h a r  

s t a t a  t o  a n f o r c a  o r  a o d i f y  a  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s s u a d  i n  

t h a t  s t a t a .
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( b )  A  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  h a v i n g  c o n t i n u i n g ,  

a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  a a y  a c t  a t  

r e s p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  t o  a n f o r c a  o r  a o d i f y  t h a  o r d a r .  1  

a  p a r t y  s u b j a c t  t o  t h a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h a  t r i b u n a l  n o  l o n g a r  r a a i d a a  i n  t h a  

i s s u i n g  s t a t a ,  i n  s u b a a q u a n t  p r o c a a d i n g s  t h a  t r i b u n a l  

a a y  a p p l y  S a c t i o n  3 1 6  ( S p a c i a l  R u l a s  o f  E v i d e n c e  a n d  

P r o c a d u r a )  t o  r a c a i v a  a v i d a n c a  f r o a  a n o t h a r  a t a t a  a n d  

S a c t i o n  3 1 8  ( A a s i a t a n c a  v i t h  D i a c o v a r y )  t o  o b t a i n  

d i a c o v a r y  t h r o u g h  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h a r  a t a t a .

( c )  A  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  v h i c h  l a c k s  

c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  a  s p o u s a l  

s u p p o r t  o r d a r  s a y  n o t  a a r v a  a s  a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  t o  

a o d i f y  a  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  o f  a n o t h a r  s t a t a .

C O H M Z K T

T h i s  s a c t i o n  i a  t h a  c o r r a l a t i v a  o f  t h a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  
a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a s m a r t  a d  i n  t h a  p r a c a d i n g  
s a c t i o n .  I n  s u b s a c t i o n  ( a )  t h a  a n a c t i n g  s t a t a  
r a c o g n i z a s  t h a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  
o t h a r  t r i b u n a l s  o v a r  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  a n d  a u t h o r i z a s  t h a  
i n i t i a t i o n  o f  r a q u a s t s  f o r  a o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h a  i s s u i n g  
s t a t a .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( b )  c o n f i r m s  t h a  p o v a r  t o  a o d i f y  a  
c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  o f  t h a  i s s u i n g  s t a t a ,  p r o v i d a d  i t  
r a t a i n s  a  s u f f i c i a n t  n a x u s  v i t h  i t s  o r d a r .  U I F S A  
d a f i n a s  t h a t  n a x u s  a s  a n y  s i t u a t i o n  i n  v h i c h  t h a  c h i l d  
o r  a t  l a a s t  o n a  o f  t h a  p a r t i a a  c o n t i n u a s  t o  r a s i d a  i n  
t h a  i s s u i n g  s t a t a .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( c )  d i r e c t s  t r i b u n a l s  o f  t h a  a n a c t i n g  
s t a t a  t o  a d h a r a  t o  t h a  o n e - o r d e r - a t - a - t i a e  s y a t e a .
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PAR T C . R E C O N C IL IA T IO N  W IT H  ORDERS OF OTHER STATES

S E C T I O N  2 0 7 .  R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  C H I L D  S U P P O R T  O R D E R S .

( a )  I f  a  p r o c a a d i n g  i s  b r o u g h t  u n d a r  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  

a n d  o n *  o r  a o r a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  h s v s  b a a n  i s s u s d  i n  

t h i s  o r  a n o t h a r  s t a t a  w i t h  r s g a r d  t o  a n  o b l i g o r  a n d  a  

c h i l d ,  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t s  s h a l l  a p p l y  t h a  

f o l l o w i n g  r u l a s  i n  d a t a r m i n i n g  w h i c h  o r d a r  t o  r a c o g n i z a  

f o r  p u r p o a a s  o f  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n :

( 1 )  I f  o n l y  o n a  t r i b u n a l  h a s  i s s u a d  a  c h i l d  

s u p p o r t  o r d a r ,  t h a  o r d a r  o f  t h a t  t r i b u n a l  m u s t  b a  

r a c o g n i z a d .

( 2 )  I f  t w o  o r  a o r a  t r i b u n a l s  h a v a  i s s u a d  c h i l d  

s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  f o r  t h a  s a a a  o b l i g o r  a n d  c h i l d ,  a n d  o n l y  

o n a  o f  t h a  t r i b u n a l s  w o u l d  h a v a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  u n d a r  t h i a  [ A c t ] ,  t h a  o r d a r  o f  t h a t  

t r i b u n a l  s u s t  b a  r a c o g n i z a d .

( 3 )  I f  t w o  o r  s o r a  t r i b u n a l s  h a v a  i s s u a d  c h i l d  

s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  f o r  t h a  s a s a  o b l i g o r  a n d  c h i l d ,  a n d  a o r a  

t h a n  o n a  o f  t h a  t r i b u n a l s  w o u l d  h a v a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  

a x c l u a i v a  j u r i s d i c t i o n  u n d a r  t h i s  [ A c t ] , a n  o r d a r  i s s u a d  

b y  a  t r i b u n a l  i n  t h a  c u r r a n t  h o a a  s t a t a  o f  t h a  c h i l d  

a u s t  b a  r a c o g n i z a d ,  b u t  i f  a n  o r d a r  h a s  n o t  b a a n  i s s u a d  

i n  t h a  c u r r a n t  h o a a  s t a t a  o f  t h a  c h i l d ,  t h a  o r d a r  m o s t  

r a c a n t l y  l s a u a d  s u s t  b a  r a c o g n i z a d .
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( 4 )  I f  t w o  o r  a o r a  t r i b u n a l s  h a v a  i a a u a d  c h i  

s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  f o r  t h a  s a a a  o b l i g o r  a n d  c h i l d ,  a n d  n o n  

o f  t i e  t r i b u n a l s  w o u l d  h a v a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  

j u r i s d i < ~ t i o n  u n d a r  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  t h a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  

S t a t a  a a y  i a s u a  a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r ,  w h i c h  a u s t  b a  

r a c o g n i z a d .

( b )  T h a  t r i b u n a l  t h a t  h a a  i s s u a d  a n  o r d a r  

r a c o g n i z a d  u n d a r  s u b s a c t i o n  ( a )  i s  t h a  t r i b u n a l  h a v i n g  

c o n t i n u i n g ,  a x c l u a i v a  J u r i s d i c t i o n .

COM M ENT

T h i s  s a c t i o n  a a t a b l i s h a s  a  p r i o r i t y  s c h a a a  f o r  
r a c o g n l t i o n  a n d  a n f o r c a a a n t  o f  a x i s t l n g  a u l t i p l a  o r d a r s  
r a g a r d i n g  t h a  s a a a  o b l i g o r ,  o b l i g a a  o r  o b l i g a a s ,  a n d  t h *  
s a a a  c h i l d .  E v a n  a s s u m i n g  u n i v a r s a l  a n a c t a a n t  o f  H I  P S A  
m a n y  y a a r s  w i l l  p a s s  b a f o r a  i t s  o n e ~ o r d e r  s y s t a a  w i l l  b* 
c o a p l a t a l y  i n  p l a c a .  P a r t  C  i a  d a s i g n a d  t o  s p a n  t h a  
g u l f  b a t w a a n  t h a  o n e - o r d e r  s y s t a a  a n d  t h a  a u l t i p l a  o r d e :  
s y s t a a  i n  p l a c a  u n d a r  R U R E S A .  I f  o n l y  o n a  o r d a r  h a s  
b a a n  i s s u a d ,  i t  i s  t o  b a  t r a a t a d  a a  i f  i t  h a d  b a a n  
i s s u a d  u n d a r  U I F S A  i f  i t  w a s  i s s u a d  u n d a r  a  a t a t u t a  
w h i c h  i s  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h a  p r i n c i p l a s  o f  U I F S A .  B u t ,  
a u l t i p l a  o r d a r s  i s s u a d  u n d a r  R U R E S A  n u m b a r  i n  t h a  t a n s  
o f  t h o u s a n d s ;  i t  c a n  b a  r a a s o n a b l y  a n t i c i p a t a d  t h a t  
t h o s a  o r d a r s ,  c o v a r i n g  t h o  s a m a  p a r t i a a  a n d  c h i l d ,  w i l l  
c o n t i n u a  i n  a f f a c t  f a r  i n t o  t h a  f u t u r s .

A s s u m i n g  a u l t i p l a  o r d a r s  a x i s t ,  n o n a  o f  v h i c h  c a n  
b a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a s  b a i n g  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  
p r i n c i p l a s  o f  U I F S A ,  a n  o r d a r  i s s u e d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  
t h a  c h i l d ' s  h o a a  s t a t e  i s  g i v e n  t h e  h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y .  I f  
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  o r d a r s  e x i s t s ,  p r i o r i t y  i s  g i v e n  
t o  t h e  o r d a r  a o s t  r e c e n t l y  I s s u e d .  I f  n o n e  o f  t h e  
p r i o r i t i e s  a p p l y ,  t h e  f o r u a  t r i b u n a l  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  
i s s u e  a  n e w  o r d e r .  N o t e , '  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a u l t i p l a  o r d a r s  
i s s u e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  a a y  b a  e n t i t l e d  t o  f u l l  f a i t h  
a n d  c r e d i t .  W h i l e  t h i s  s e c t i o n  c a n n o t  a n d  d o e s  n o t  
a t t e m p t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i r e c t i v e  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  a c c r u e d  a r r e a r a g e s ,  i t  a a y  a n d  d o e s  
e s t a b l i s h  a  s y s t e m  f o r  p r o s p e c t i v e  a n f o r c a a a n t  o f  
c o m p e t i n g  o r d a r s .
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S E C T I O N  2 0 8 .  M U L T I P L E  C H I L D  S U P P O R T  O R D E R S  F O R  TWO 

O R  M O R E  O B L I G E E S .  I n  r e a p o n d i r  •' t o  m u l t i p l e  

r e g i s t r a t i o n *  o r  [ p e t i t i o n * ]  f o r  a n f o r c a a a n t  o f  t w o  o r  

■ o r a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r s  i n  a f f a c t  a t  t h a  s a a a  t i n *  

w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h a  s a m e  o b l i g o r  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  

o b l i g e e * , a t  l a a a t  o n *  o f  w h i c h  w a s  i s s u a d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  

o f  a n o t h a r  s t a t a ,  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  s h a l l  a n f o r c a  

t h o s e  o r d a r s  i n  t h a  s a a a  B a n n e r  a s  i f  t h a  a u l t i p l a  

o r d a r s  h a d  b a a n  i s s u e d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a .

COM M ENT

M u l t i p l e  o r d a r s  s a y  i n v o l v e  t w o  o r  a o r a  f a a i l i a s  
o f  t h a  s a a a  o b l i g o r .  A l t h o u g h  a l l  s u c h  o r d a r s  a r a  
e n t i t l e d  t o  f u t u r e  a n f o r c a a a n t ,  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a r a  o f t a n  p r e s e n t e d .  F o r  a x a a p l e ,  f u l l  a n f o r c a a a n t  o f  
a l l  o r d a r s  a a y  e x c e e d  t h a  a a x l a u a  a l l o w e d  f o r  i n c o a a  
w i t h h o l d i n g ,  i . e . , t h a  f e d e r a l  s t a t u t e ,  4 2  U . S . C .
6 6 6 ( b )  ( 1 )  ,  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  s t a t e s  c a p  t h e  a a x i a u a  t o  b a  
w i t h h e l d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  v i t h  t h a  f e d e r a l  c o n s u a a r  c r e d i t  
c o d a  l i a i t a t i o n s  o n  w a g e  g a r n i s h m e n t ,  I S  U . S . C .  1 6 7 3 ( b ) .  
I n  o r d a r  t o  a l l o c a t e  r e s o u r c e s  b e t w e e n  c o m p e t i n g  
f a a i l i a s ,  t h a  A c t  r e f e r s  t o  s t a t e  l a v .  T h a  b a s i c  
p r i n c i p l e  i s  t h a t  o n a  o r  a o r a  f o r a i g n  o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  
a u p p o r t  o f  t h e  o b l i g o r ' s  f a a i l i a s  a r e  o f  e q u a l  d i g n i t y  
a n d  s h o u l d  b a  t r e a t e d  a s  i f  a l l  o f  t h e  a u l t i p l a  o r d e r s  
h a d  b a a n  i s s u a d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h a  f o r u a  s t a t a .

S E C T I O N  2 0 9 .  C R E D I T  F O R  P A Y M E N T S .  A a o u n t s  c o l l e c t e d  

a n d  c r e d i t e d  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r i o d  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  

a u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s s u e d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  m u s t  

b a  c r e d i t e d  a g a i n s t  t h s  a a o u n t s  a c c r u i n g  o r  a c c r u e d  f o r  

t h e  s a a a  p a r i o d  u n d e r  a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  

t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t s .
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COMMENT

T h i s  M o t i o n  i a  d a r i v a d  f r o m  R U R E S A  S  3 1  
( A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  P a y a a n t a ) .  B a c a u a a  o f  t h a  a u l t i p l a  
o r d a r a  p o a a i b l a  u n d a r  R U R E S A ,  t h a t  a a c t i o n  v a a  p r i m a r i l y  
c o n c e r n e d  v i t h  i n a u r i n g  t h a t  p a y a a n t a  a a d a  o n  o n a  o r d a r  
v a r a  c r a d i t a d  t o v a r d a  t h a  a a o u n t a  d u a  o n  o t h a r  o r d a r a .  
F o r  a x a a p l e ,  f u l l  p a y a a n t  o f  $ 3 0 0  o n  a n  o r d a r  o f  S t a t a  c  
a a m a d  p r o  t a n t o  d i a c h a r g a  o f  t h a t  a m o u n t  o n  a  $ 2 0 0  
o r d a r  o f  S t a t a  A  a n d  a  $ 4 0 0  o r d a r  o f  S t a t a  B .  U n d a r  t h a  
o n e - o r d a r  a y  a t * *  o f  U I F S A ,  t h a  o b l i g o r  v i l l  b a  o r d a r a d  
t o  p a y  o n l y  o n a  a u * - c a r t a i n  a m o u n t ;  t h a  i a a u i n g  t r i b u n a l  
a h o u l d  c o n t r o l  t h a  a e t h o d a  e m p l o y e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  
p a y m e n t  o f  t h a t  o r d a r  f r o *  a u l t i p l a  a o u r e a a  o f  
a n f o r c a a a n t .  U n t i l  t h a t  a c h a a a  i a  f u l l y  i n  p l a c a ,  
h o v a v a r ,  i t  i a  n a c a a a a r y  t o  c o n t i n u a  t o  a a n d a t a  p r o  
t a n t o  c r e d i t  f o r  a c t u a l  p a y a a n t a  a a d a  a g a i n a t  a l l  
a x i a t i n g  o r d a r a .
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S E C T I O N  3 0 1 .  P R O C E E D I N G S  U N D E R  T H I S  [ A C T ] .

( a )  E x c a p t  a a  o t h a r w i e a  p r o v i d a d  i n  t h i a  [ A c t ] ,  

t h i a  a r t i c l a  a p p l i a a  t o  a l l  p r o c a a d i n g a  u n d a r  t h i a  

[ A c t ] .

( b )  T h i a  [ A c t ]  p r o v i d a a  f o r  t h a  f o l l o w i n g  

p r o c a a d i n g a :

( 1 )  a a t a b l i a h a a n t  o f  a n  o r d a r  f o r  a p o u a a l  

a u p p o r t  o r  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  p u r a u a n t  t o  A r t i c l a  4 ;

( 2 )  a n f o r c a a a n t  o f  a  a u p p o r t  o r d a r  a n d  i n c o m a -  

v i t h h o l d i n g  o r d a r  o f  a n o t h a r  a t a t a  w i t h o u t  r a g i a t r a t i o n  

p u r a u a n t  t o  A r t i c l a  5 ;

( 3 )  r a g i a t r a t i o n  o f  a n  o r d a r  f o r  a p o u a a l  

a u p p o r t  o r  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  o f  a n o t h a r  a t a t a  f o r  

a n f o r c a a a n t  p u r a u a n t  t o  A r t i c l a  6 ;

( 4 )  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n  o r d a r  f o r  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  

o r  a p o u a a l  a u p p o r t  i a a u a d  b y  a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  

p u r a u a n t  t o  A r t i c l a  2 ,  P a r t  B ;

( 5 )  r a g i a t r a t i o n  o f  a n  o r d a r  f o r  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  

o f  a n o t h a r  a t a t a  f o r  a o d i f i c a t i o n  p u r a u a n t  t o  A r t i c l a  6 ;

( 6 )  d a t a r a i n a t i o n  o f  p a r a n t a g a  p u r a u a n t  t o  

A r t i c l a  7 ;  a n d

( 7 )  a a a a r t i o n  o f  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  n o n r a s i d a n t a  

p u r a u a n t  t o  A r t i c l a  2 ,  P a r t  A .

A R T IC L E  3 .  C I V I L  P R O V IS IO N S  OP G ENERAL A P P L IC A T IO N
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( c )  A n  i n d i v i d u a l  [ p e t i t i o n e r ]  o r  a  a u p p o r t  

a n f o r c a m a n t  a g a n c y  a a y  c o m m e n c e  a  p r o c a a d i n g  a u t h o r i z  

u n d a r  t h i a  [ A c t ]  b y  f i l i n g  a  [ p a t i t i o n ]  i n  a n  i n i t i a t .  

t r i b u n a l  f o r  f o r w a r d i n g  t o  a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  o r  b j  

f i l i n g  a  [ p a t i t i o n ]  o r  a  c o a p a r a b l a  p l a a d i n g  d i r a c t l y  

a  t r i b u n a l  o f  a n o t h a r  a t a t a  v h i c h  h a a  o r  c a n  o b t a i n  

p a r a o n a l  j u r i a d i c t i o n  o v a r  t h a  [ r a a p o n d a n t ] .

COM M ENT

T h i a  a a c t i o n  i a  a  " r o a d  a a p "  o f  t h a  t y p a a  o f  
a c t i o n s  a u t h o r i z a d  b y  U I F S A .  A l t h o u g h  a u c h  a  a a c t i o n  
s a y  b a  u n u a u a l  f o r  a  u n i f o r a  a c t ,  i t  i a  a a p a c i a l l y  
j u a t i f i a d  i n  t h i a  i n a t a n c a  b a c a u a a  t h a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o  
p a r a o n a  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h a  A c t  a r a  n o t  a t t o m a y a  a n d  v i  
d o u b t l a a a  f i n d  a u c h  a a a i a t a n c a  t o  b a  u s e f u l .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( a )  m a n d a t a a  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h a  g a n a r  
p r o v i a i o n a  o f  t h i a  a r t i c l a  t o  a l l  U I F S A  a c t i o n s .

G a n a r a l l y ,  s u b a a c t i o n  ( b )  i d a n t i f i a a  t h a  f a c t  th i  
o r d a r a  f o r  a p o u a a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  a r a  t o  b a  
d a a l t  w i t h  i d e n t i c a l l y  u n d a r  t h a  A c t .  H o w a v a r ,  
s u b s a c t i o n  ( b ) ( 5 )  a n n o u n c a s  t h a t  t h a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  
p r o v i a i o n a  a r a  l i m i t a d  t o  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d a r a ;  t h a  A c t  
d o a a  n o t  p r o v i d a  f o r  a  a a c o n d  a t a t a  t o  a o d i f y  a  s p o u s a l  
s u p p o r t  o r d a r .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( c )  a a t a b l i a h a a  t h a  b a s i c  t v o - s t a t a  
p r o c a d u r a  c o n t a m p l a t s d  b y  t h a  A c t .  T h a  i n i t i a t i n g  
r a a p o n d i n g  p r o c a d u r a  i s  d a r i v a d  f r o m  t h a  t v o - s t a t a  
p r o c a d u r a  u n d a r  R U R E S A ;  t h a  d i r a c t  f i l i n g  b y  a i t h a r  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l  o r  a  a u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  i s  n a v  t o  
t h i s  A c t .

S E C T I O N  3 0 2 .  A C T IO N  B Y  M IN O R  P A R E N T .  A  m i n o r  

p a r a n t ,  o r  a  g u a r d i a n  o r  o t h a r  l a g a l  r a p r a s a n t a t i v a  o f  • 

m i n o r  p a r a n t ,  m a y  m a i n t a i n  a  p r o c a a d i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  o r  

f o r  t h a  b e n e f i t  o f  t h a  m i n o r ' s  c h i l d .
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COMMENT

T h i s  s a c t i o n  i a  d a r i v a d  f r o m  R U R E S A  5  1 3 .  A  a i n o r  
p a r a n t  a a y  a a i n t a i n  a n  a c t i o n  u n d a r  U i r S A  w i t h o u t  t h a  
a p p o i n t m a n t  o f  a  g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t a a ,  a v a n  i f  t h a  l a w  o f  
t h a  j u r i a d i c t i o n  r a q u i r a a  a  g u a r d i a n  f o r  a n  i n - a t a t a  
c a s a .  I f  a  g u a r d i a n  o r  l a g a l  r a p r a a a n t a t i v a  h a a  b a a n  
a p p o i n t a d ,  h o w a v a r ,  h a  o r  a h a  a a y  a c t  o n  b a h a l f  o f  t h a  
m i n o r ' s  c h i l d  i n  s a a k i n g  s u p p o r t .

S E C T I O N  3 0 3 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  O P  LAW  O P  T H I S  S T A T E .

E x c a p t  a s  o t h a r w i s a  p r o v i d a d  b y  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  a  r a a p o n d i n g  

t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  s t a t a :

( 1 )  s h a l l  a p p l y  t h a  p r o c a d u r a l  a n d  s u b s t a n t i v a  

l a w ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a  r u l a s  o n  c h o i c a  o f  l a w ,  g a n a r a l l y  

a p p l i c a b l a  t o  s i m i l a r  p r o c a a d i n g s  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  t h i s  

S t a t s  a n d  m a y  a x a r c i s a  a l l  p o v a r s  a n d  p r o v i d a  a l l  

r a m a d i a s  a v a i l a b l a  i n  t h o s a  p r o c a a d i n g s ;  a n d

( 2 )  s h a l l  d a t a r m i n a  t h a  d u t y  o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  t h a  

a m o u n t  p a y a b l a  i n  a c c o r d a n c a  w i t h  t h a  l a w  a n d  s u p p o r t  

g u i d a l i n a s  o f  t h i s  S t a t a .

COM M ENT

H i s t o r i c a l l y  s t a t a s  h a v a  i n s i s t a d  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  f o r u m  l a w  t o  s u p p o r t  c a s a s  w h a n a v a r  p o s s i b l a .  A  k s y  
p r i n c i p l a  o f  U I P S A  i s  t h a t  a  t r i b u n a l  w i l l  h a v a  t h a  s a m a  
p o v a r s  i n  a n  a c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  i n t a r s t a t a  p a r t i a s  a s  i t  
h a s  i n  a n  i n t r a s t a t a  c a s a .  T h i s  i n a v i t a b l y  m a a n s  t h a t  
t h a  A c t  i s  n o t  s a l f - c o n t a i n a d ;  r a t h a r ,  i t  i s  
s u p p l a m a n t a d  b y  t h a  s u p p o r t  l a w  o f  t h a  f o r u m .  T o  i n s u r a  
t h a  a f f i c i a n t  p r o c a s s i n g  o f  t h a  h u g a  n u m b a r  o f  
i n t a r s t a t a  s u p p o r t  c a s a s ,  i t  i s  v i t a l  t h a t  d a c i s i o n -  
m a k a r s  a p p l y  f a m i l i a r  r u l a s  o f  s u b s t a n t i v a  a n d  
p r o c a d u r a l  l a w  t o  t h o s a  c a s a s .

S E C T I O N  3 0 4 .  D U T I E S  O F  I N I T I A T I N G  T R I B U N A L .  U p o n  

t h a  f i l i n g  o f  a  [ p a t i t i o n ]  a u t h o r i z a d  b y  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  a n
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i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  a h a l l  f o r v a r d  t h r a a  

c o p i a a  o f  t h a  ( p a t i t i o n ]  a n d  i t a  a c c o m p a n y i n g  d o c u a a n t a :

( 1 )  t o  t h a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  o r  a p p r o p r i a t a  

a u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  i n  t h a  r a a p o n d i n g  a t a t a ;  o r

( 2 )  i f  t h a  i d a n t i t y  o f  t h a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  i a  

u n k n o w n ,  t o  t h a  a t a t a  i n f o r m a t i o n  a g a n c y  o f  t h a  

r a a p o n d i n g  a t a t a  v i t h  a  r a q u a a t  t h a t  t h a y  b a  f o r v a r d a d  

t o  t h a  a p p r o p r i a t a  t r i b u n a l  a n d  t h a t  r a c a i p t  b a  

a c f c n o v l a d g a d .

CONCENT

U n d a r  R U R E S A  S 1 4 ,  t h a  i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  i a  
r a q u i r a d  t o  m n k a  a  p r a l i m i n a r y  f i n d i n g  o f  t h a  a x i a t a n c a  
o f  a  a u p p o r t  o b l i g a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  f a c t ,  o b a a r v a n c a  o f  t h i a  
o b l i g a t i o n  i a  a r r a t i c  a c r o a a  t h a  n a t i o n .  U n d a r  U I F S A ,  
b y  c o n t r a a t ,  t h a  r o l a  o f  t h a  i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  
c o n a i a t a  m a r a l y  o f  t h a  m i n i a t o r i a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  
f o r w a r d i n g  t h a  d o c u a a n t a .  S a a  M o a a b u r g  f .  C o f f m a n ,  6  
K a n .  A p p .  2 d  4 2 8 ,  6 2 9  P . 2 d  7 4 S  ( 1 9 8 1 ) ;  N a f f  ▼. J o h n a o n ,  
3 9 1  S . W . 2 d  7 6 0  ( T a x .  C i v .  A p p .  1 9 6 5 ) .

S E C T I O N  3 0 5 .  D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  O F  R E S P O N D I N G  

T R I B U N A L .

( a )  W h a n  a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  

r a c a i v a a  a  ( p a t i t i o n ]  o r  e o m p a r a b l a  p l a a d i n g  f r o m  a n  

i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  o r  d i r a c t l y  p u r a u a n t  t o  S a c t i o n  

3 0 1 ( c )  ( P r o c a a d i n g a  U n d a r  t h i a  ( A c t ] ) ,  i t  a h a l l  c a u a a  

t h a  ( p a t i t i o n ]  o r  p l a a d i n g  t o  b a  f i l a d  a n d  n o t i f y  t h a  

( p a t i t i o n a r ]  b y  f i r s t  c l a a a  s a i l  v h a r a  a n d  v h a n  i t  w a s  

f i l a d .
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( b )  K r e s p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t s ,  t o  t h *  

e x t e n t  o t h e r w i s e  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  l a w ,  n a y  d o  o n e  o r  s o r e  

o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

( 1 )  i s s u e  o r  e n f o r c e  a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r ,  a o d i f y  a  

c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d e r ,  o r  r e n d e r  a  j u d g a e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

p a r e n t a g e ;

( 2 )  o r d e r  a n  o b l i g o r  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  a  s u p p o r t  

o r d e r ,  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  

c o m p l i a n c e ;

( 3 )  o r d e r  i n c o m e  w i t h h o l d i n g ;

( 4 )  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  a n y  a r r e a r a g e s ,  a n d  

s p e c i f y  a  m e t h o d  o f  p a y m e n t ;

( 5 )  e n f o r c e  o r d e r s  b y  c i v i l  o r  c r i m i n a l  

c o n t e m p t ,  o r  b o t h ;

( 6 )  s e t  a s i d e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s u p p o r t  o r d e r ;

* 7 )  p l a c a  l i e n s  a n d  o r d e r  e x e c u t i o n  o n  t h e  

o b l i g o r ' s  p r o p e r t y ;

( 8 )  o r d e r  a n  o b l i g o r  t o  k e e p  t h e  t r i b u n a l  

i n f o r m e d  o f  t h a  o b l i g o r ' s  c u r r e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s ,  

t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  e m p l o y e r ,  a d d r e s s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n d  

t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r  a t  t h e  p l a c a  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ;

( 9 )  i s s u e  a  ( b e n c h  w a r r a n t ;  c a p i a s ]  f o r  a n  

o b l i g o r  w h o  h a s  f a i l e d  a f t e r  p r o p e r  n o t i c e  t o  a p p e a r  a t  

a  h e a r i n g  o r d e r e d  b y  t h e  t r i b u n a l  a n d  e n t e r  t h e  ( b e n c h
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w a r r a n t ;  c a p i a s ]  i n  a n y  l o c a l  a n d  a t a t a  c o a p u t a r  a y s t a r n s  

f o r  c r i m i n a l  w a r r a n t s ;

( 1 0 )  o r d a r  t h a  o b l i g o r  t o  s a a k  a p p r o p r i a t a  

a a p l o y a a n t  b y  s p a c i f i a d  s a t h o d s ;

( 1 1 )  a w a r d  r a a s o n a h l a  a t t o m a y ' s  f a a s  a n d  o t h a r  

f a a s  a n d  c o s t s ;  a n d

( 1 2 )  g r a n t  a n y  o t h a r  a v a i l a b l a  r a s a d y ♦

( c )  A  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i a  S t a t a  s h a l l  

i n c l u d a  i n  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s s u a d  u n d a r  t h i a  [ A c t ] ,  o r  

i n  t h a  d o c u a a n t a  a c c o a p a n y i n g  t h a  o r d a r , t h a  

c a l c u l a t i o n s  o n  w h i c h  t h a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s  b a s a d .

( d )  A  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  a a y  n o t  

c o n d i t i o n  t h a  p a y a a n t  o f  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r  i s s u a d  u n d a r  

t h i s  [ A c t ]  u p o n  c o a p l i a n c a  b y  a  p a r t y  w i t h  p r o v i a i o n a  

f o r  v i s i t a t i o n .

( a )  I f  a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a  i a a u a s  

a n  o r d a r  u n d a r  t h i s  [ A c t ] ,  t h a  t r i b u n a l  s h a l l  s a n d  a  

c o p y  o f  t h a  o r d a r  b y  f i r s t  c l a s s  s a i l  t o  t h a  

[ p a t i t i o n a r ]  a n d  t h a  [ r a a p o n d a n t ]  a n d  t o  t h a  i n i t i a t i n g  

t r i b u n a l ,  i f  a n y .

C O K K E N T

T h i s  s a c t i o n  r a v i s a s  R U R E S A  S S  9 , I I ,  1 9 ,  2 4 ,  2 5 ,  
a n d  2 6 .  I t  c o n t a i n s  b o t h  s a c h a n i c a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  
t h o s a  i n  s u b s a c t i o n  ( a ) ;  j u d i c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  a s  i n  
s u b s a c t i o n  ( b ) , a n d  s u b s t a n t i v a  r u l a s  a p p l i c a b l a  t o  
i n t a r s t a t a  c a s a s ,  s u b a a c t i o n s  ( c )  t h r o u g h  ( a ) .  F o r  
a x a a p l a ,  s u b s a c t i o n  ( b )  s u p p l i a s  s u c h  a o r a  d a t a i l  t h a n  
R U R E S A  S S  2 4  a n d  2 6  t o  a a J c a  e x p l i c i t  t h a  v i d a  r a n g a  o f  
a p a c i f i c  p o w a r s  o f  t h a  r a s p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l .  B a c a u s a  a  
r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  s a y  b a  a n  a d a i n i s t r a t i v a  a g a n c y  
r a t h a r  t h a n  a  c o u r t ,  t h a  A c t  a x p l i c i t l y  s t a t a s  t h a t  a
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t r i b u n a l  i a  n o t  g r a n t a d  p o v a r s  t h a t  i t  d o a s  n o t  
o t h a r v i s a  p o a a a a s  u n d a r  a t a t a  l a v .  F o r  a x a a p l a ,  o f t a n  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  a n f o r c a  o r d a r a  b y  c o n t a a p t  i a  l i a i t a d  t o  
c o u r t s .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( b ) ( 7 )  p u r p o a a f u l l y  a v o i d a  a a n t i o n  o f  
t h a  p r i o r i t y  o f  l i a n a  i a a u a d  u n d a r  U I F S A .  A a  i s  
g a n a r a l l y  t r u a  u n d a r  t h a  A c t ,  t h a t  p r i o r i t y  v i l l  b a  
d a t a r a i n a d  b y  t h a  o t h a r v i s a  a p p l i c a b l a  s t a t a  l a v  
c o n c e r n i n g  a u p p o r t  l i a n a .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( b ) ( 9 )  r a p l a c a a  R U R E S A  S  1 6  
( J u r i a d i c t i o n  B y  A r r a s t ) , v h i c h  a u t h o r i z a a  t h a  
r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  " t o  o b t a i n  t h a  b o d y  o f  t h a  o b l i g o r "  
i f  t h a  t r i b u n a l  " b a l i a v a s  t h a t  t h a  o b l i g o r  a a y  
f l a a  . . . . "  U n d a r  U I F S A ,  t h a  p h y s i c a l  a a i z u r a  o f  a n  
o b l i g o r  i a  l a f t  t o  t h a  p r o c a d u r a a  a v a i l a b l a  u n d a r  s t a t a  
l a v  i n  o t h a r  c i v i l  c a s a s .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( c )  c l a r i f i a s  t h a t  c a l c u l a t i o n  s h a a t s  
a r a  t o  b a  i n c l u d e d  v i t h  t h a  o r d a r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  v i t h  
t h a  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a u p p o r t  g u i d a l i n a a .  L o c a l  l a v  
g a n a r a l l y  r a q u i r a a  t h a t  v a r i a t i o n  f r o *  t h a  c h i l d  a u p p o r t  
g u i d a l i n a a  a u a t  b a  a x p l a i n a d ,  s a a  4 2  U . S . C .  S 6 6 7 ;  t h i a  
r a q u i r a a a n t  i a  a x t a n d a d  t o  a l l  i n t a r s t a t a  c a s a s .

u n a l .
i a a u a a

a  s u p p o r t

S u b a a c t i o n  ( a )  i n t r o d u c a s  t h a  p o l i c y  d a t a r a i n a t i o n  
t h a t  t h a  p a t i t i o n a r ,  t h a  r a a p o n d a n t ,  a n d  t h a  i n i t i a t i n g  
t r i b u n a l ,  i f  a n y ,  a h a l l  b a  ) c a p t  i n f o r s a d  a b o u t  a c t i o n s  
t a J c a n  b y  t h a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l .  F i r s t  c l a a s  s a i l  i s  
s u f f i c i a n t  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o a a .

S E C T I O N  3 0 4 .  I N A P P R O P R I A T E  T R I B U N A L .  I f  a  

[ p a t i t i o n ]  o r  c o s p a r a b l a  p l a a d i n g  i a  r a c a i v a d  b y  a n  

i n a p p r o p r i a t a  t r i b u n a l  o f  t h i s  S t a t a ,  i t  s h a l l  f o r v a r d  

t h a  p l a a d i n g  a n d  a c c o a p a n y i n g  d o c u a a n t a  t o  a n  

a p p r o p r i a t a  t r i b u n a l  i n  t h i s  S t a t a  o r  a n o t h a r  s t a t a  a n d

36



n o t i f y  t h a  [ p a t i t i o n a r ]  b y  f i r s t  c l a s s  s a i l  v h a r a  a n d  

v h a n  t b s  p l a a d i n g  v a s  s a n t .

COMMENT

T h i s  s s c t i o n  d i r s c t s  a  t r i b u n a l  t h a t  r a c o i v a s  
U I F S A  d o c u a a n t a  i n  a r r o r  t o  f o r v a r d  t h a a  t o  t h a  
a p p r o p r i a t a  t r i b u n a l ,  v h a t h a r  l o c a t a d  i n  t h a  a n a c t i n g  
s t a t a  o r  a l s a v h a r a .  T h i s  s a c t i o n  i s  i n t a n d a d  t o  a p p l y  
b o t h  t o  i n i t i a t i n g  a n d  r a s p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l s  v h i c h  
r a c a i v a  p a t i t i o n s  v h i c h  s h o u l d  b a  s a n t  t o  o t h a r  
t r i b u n a l s .  T h u s ,  i f  a  t r i b u n a l  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t a l y  
d a s i g n a t a d  a s  t h a  i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  i t  s h a l l  f o r v a r d  
t h a  p a t i t i o n  t o  t h a  a p p r o p r i a t a  i n i t i a t i n g  t r i b u n a l  
a i t h a r  i n  t h a  a n a c t i n g  s t a t a  o r  a l s a v h a r a .  L i k a v i s a ,  i f  
a  t r i b u n a l  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t a  a s  t h a  r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  
i t  s h a l l  f o r v a r d  t h a  p a t i t i o n  t o  t h a  a p p r o p r i a t a  
r a a p o n d i n g  t r i b u n a l  a i t h a r  i n  t h a  a n a c t i n g  s t a t a  o r  
a l s a v h a r a .

S E C T I O N  3 0 7 .  D U T I E S  O F  S U P P O R T  E N F O R C E M E N T  A G E N C Y .

( a )  A  s u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  o f  t h i a  S t a t a ,  

u p o n  r a q u a s t ,  s h a l l  p r o v i d a  s a r v i c a a  t o  a  [ p a t i t i o n a r ]  

i n  a  p r o c a a d i n g  u n d a r  t h i s  [ A c t ] .

( b )  A  s u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  t h a t  i s  

p r o v i d i n g  s a r v i c a a  t o  t h a  [ p a t i t i o n a r ]  a a  a p p r o p r i a t a  

s h a l l :

( 1 )  t a k a  a l l  s t a p s  n a c a s s a r y  t o  a n a b l a  a n  

a p p r o p r i a t a  t r i b u n a l  i n  t h i s  S t a t a  o r  a n o t h a r  s t a t a  t o  

o b t a i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v a r  t h a  [ r a a p o n d a n t ] ;

( 2 )  r a q u a s t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t a  t r i b u n a l  t o  s a t  a 

d a t a ,  t i a a ,  a n d  p l a c a  f o r  a  h a a r i n g ;

( 3 )  s a k a  a  r a a s o n a b l a  a f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  a l l  

r a l a v a n t  i n f o r a a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r a a t i o n  a s  t o  i n c o a a  

a n d  p r o p a r t y  o f  t h a  p a r t i a s ;
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( 4 )  w i t h i n  [ t w o ]  d a y s ,  a x c l u s i v a  o f  S a t u r d a y s ,  

S u n d a y s ,  a n d  l a g a l  h o l i d a y s ,  a f t a r  r s c s i p t  o f  a  v r i t t a n  

n o t i c a  f r o a  a n  i n i t i a t i n g ,  r a a p o n d i n g ,  o r  r a g i s t a r i n g  

t r i b u n a l ,  s a n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h a  n o t i c a  b y  f i r s t  c l a s s  a a i l  

t o  t h a  [ p a t i t i o n a r ] ;

( 5 )  w i t h i n  [ t w o ]  d a y s ,  a x c l u a i v a  o f  S a t u r d a y s ,  

S u n d a y s ,  a n d  l a g a l  h o l i d a y s ,  a f t a r  r s c s i p t  o f  a  v r i t t a n  

c o n u n i c a t i o n  f r o a  t h a  [ r a a p o n d a n t ]  o r  t h a  

[ r a s p o n d a n t ' s ]  a t t o m a y ,  s a n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h a  

c o a a u n i c a t i o n  b y  f i r s t  c l a s s  s a i l  t o  t h a  [ p a t i t i o n a r ] ;  

a n d

( 6 )  n o t i f y  t h a  ( p a t i t i o n a r ]  i f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

o v a r  t h a  [ r a a p o n d a n t ]  c a n n o t  b a  o b t a i n a d .

( c )  T h i s  [ A c t ]  d o a s  n o t  c r a a t a  o r  n a g a t a  a  

r a l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a t t o m a y  a n d  c l i a n t  o r  o t h a r  f i d u c i a r y  

r a l a t i o n s h i p  b a t v a a n  a  s u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  o r  t h a  

a t t o m a y  f o r  t h a  a g a n c y  a n d  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  b a i n g  

a s s i s t a d  b y  t h a  a g a n c y .

COM M ENT

T h i s  s a c t i o n  i a  d a r i v a d  f r o a  R U R E S A  S S  1 2 ,  1 8 ,  a n d
1 9 .

S u b s a c t i o n  ( a )  c h a n g a s  t h a  f o c u s  o f  R U R E S A  5  1 2  
( O f f i c i a l s  t o  R a p r a s a n t  O b l i g a a )  f r o a  r a p r a s a n t a t i o n  o f  
a n  o b l i g a a  t o  p r o v i d i n g  s a r v i c a a  t o  a  [ p a t i t i o n a r ] .
C a r a  s h o u l d  b a  a x a r c i a a d  i n  t h a  u s a  o f  t a r a i n o l o g y  g i v a n  
t h i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  a l t a r a t i o n  o f  p a s t  p r a c t i c a  u n d a r  
R U R E S A .  N o t  o n l y  a a y  a i t h a r  t h a  o b l i g a a  o r  t h a  o b l i g o r  
r a q u a s t  s a r v i c a s ,  b u t  t h a t  r a q u a s t  m a y  b a  i n  t h a  c o n t a x t  
o f  t h a  a s t a b l i s h a a n t  o f  a n  o r d a r ,  a n f o r c a a a n t  o r  r a v i e v  
o f  a n  a x i s t i n g  o r d a r ,  o r  a  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  o r d a r  
( u p w a r d s  o r  d o w n w a r d s ) .  T h u s ,  t h o s a  s t a t a s  t h a t  u s a  t h a  
t a r a  " p a t i t i o n a r "  t o  r a f a r  t o  t h a  " p l a i n t i f f "  o r
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" c o m p l a i n a n t ”  i n  t h a  o r i g i n a l  c a p t i o n  o f  t h a  c a s a  a a y  
w i s h  t o  s u b s t i t u t s  t h a  t a r m  " m o v a n t "  i n  p r o c a a d i n g s  
i n i t i a t a d  a f t a r  t h a  a s t a b l i s h a a n t  o f  a  s u p p o r t  o r d a r .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( b )  r a s p o n d s  t o  t h a  c o m p l a i n t  o f  m a n y  
R U R E S A  p a t i t i o n a r s  t h a t  t h a y  a r a  n o t  p r o p a r l y  l e a p t  
i n f o r a a d  a b o u t  t h a  p r o g r a s s  o f  t h a i r  r a q u a s t s  f o r  
s a r v i c a a .

S u b a a c t i o n  ( c )  n a i t h a r  c r a a t s s  n o r  r a j a c t s  t h a  
a a t a b l i a h m a n t  o f  a n  a t t o m a y - c l i a n t  o r  f i d u c i a r y  
r a l a t i o n a h i p  b a t v a a n  t h a  s u p p o r t  a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  a n d  
a  p a t i t i o n a r  r a c a i v i n g  s a r v i c a a  f r o a  t h a t  a g a n c y .  T h i s  
c o n t r o v a r s i a l  i s s u a  i s  l a f t  t o  o t h a r v i s a  a p p l i c a b l a  
s t a t a  l a v .

S E C T I O N  3 0 « .  D O T Y  O F  [A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L ] . I f  t h a  

[ A t t o m a y  G a n a r a l ]  d a t a r a i n a s  t h a t  t h a  s u p p o r t  

a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  i s  n a g l a c t i n g  o r  r a f u s i n g  t o  p r o v i d a  

s a r v i c a a  t o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h o  [ A t t o m a y  G a n a r a l ]  a a y  

o r d a r  t h a  a g a n c y  t o  p a r f o r a  i t s  d u t i a a  u n d a r  t h i s  [ A c t ]  

o r  a a y  p r o v i d a  t h o s a  s a r v i c a a  d i r a c t l y  t o  t h a  

i n d i v i d u a l .

COM M ENT

T h i s  s a c t i o n  c o n t i n u a a  t h a  p r i n c i p l a  o f  R U R E S A  
S  1 8 ( c ) ,  u n d a r  v h i c h  t h a  A t t o m a y  G a n a r a l  o f  t h a  S t a t a ,  
o r  a n  a l t a m a t l v a  d a s i g n a t a d  b y  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t a  
a t a t u t a ,  i s  g i v a n  o v a r s i g h t  r a s p o n a i b i l l t y  f o r  t h a  
d i l i g a n t  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s a r v i c a a  b y  t h a  a u p p o r t  
a n f o r c a a a n t  a g a n c y  a n d  t h a  p o v a r  t o  s a a A  c a a p l i a n c a  v i t h  
t h a  A c t .

S E C T I O N  3 0 9 .  P R I V A T E  C O U N S E L .  A n  i n d i v i d u a l  m a y  

a a p l o y  p r i v a t s  c o u n s a l  t o  r a p r a s a n t  t h a  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  

p r o c a a d i n g s  a u t h o r i z a d  b y  t h i s  [ A c t ] .

COM M ENT

T h a  r i g h t  o f  a  p a r r y  t o  r a t a i n  p r i v a t a  c o u n s a l  i n  
a n  a c t i o n  t o  b a  b r o u g h t  u n d a r  U I F S A  i s  a x p l i c i t l y
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r • c o g n i z e d .  R U R E S A ' ■ f a i l u r e  t o  c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  
p o w e r  h a s  l t d  t o  s c a t  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
d e c i s i o n s .

4

S E C T I O H  3 1 0 .  D U T I E S  O F  [ S T A T E  I N F O R M A T IO N  A G E N C Y ] .

( a )  T h e  [ A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  S t a t e  

A t t o r n e y ' s  O f f i c e ,  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  R e g i s t r y  o r  o t h e r  

i n f o r a a t i o n  a g e n c y ]  i s  t h e  s t a t e  i n f o r a a t i o n  a g e n c y  

u n d e r  t h i s  [ A c t ] .

( b )  T h e  s t a t e  i n f o r a a t i o n  a g e n c y  s h a l l :

( 1 )  c o a p i l e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a  c u r r e n t  l i s t ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a d d r e s s e s ,  o f  t h e  t r i b u n a l s  i n  t h i s  S t a t a  

w h i c h  h a v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  [ A c t ]  a n d  a n y  s u p p o r t  

e n f o r c e a e n t  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h i s  S t a t a  a n d  t r a n s m i t  a  c o p y  

t o  t h e  s t a t e  i n f o r a a t i o n  a g e n c y  o f  e v e r y  o t h e r  s t a t s ;

( 2 )  m a i n t a i n  a  r e g i s t e r  o f  t r i b u n a l s  a n d  

a u p p o r t  e n f o r c e a e n t  a g e n c i e s  r e c e i v e d  f r o a  o t h e r  s t a t e s ;

( 3 )  f o r v a r d  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r i b u n a l  i n  t h e  

p l a c e  i n  t h i s  S t a t a  i n  v h i c h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o b l i g e e  o r  

t h e  o b l i g o r  r e s i d e s ,  o r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  o b l i g o r ' s  p r o p e r t y  

i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  l o c a t e d ,  a l l  d o c u a a n t a  c o n c e r n i n g  a  

p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  [ A c t ]  r e c e i v e d  f r o a  a n  i n i t i a t i n g  

t r i b u n a l  o r  t h e  s t a t e  i n f o r a a t i o n  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  

i n i t i a t i n g  s t a t e ;  a n d

( 4 )  o b t a i n  i n f o r a a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  c b l i g o r  a n d  t h e  o b l i g o r ' s  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t h i s  

S t a t a  n o t  s x a s p t  f r o a  e x e c u t i o n ,  b y  s u c h  a a a n s  a s  p o s t a l  

v e r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  f e d e r a l  o r  a t a t a  l o c a t o r  s e r v i c e s ,
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a x a m in a t i o n  o f  t a l a p h o n *  d i r a c t o r i a a ,  r a q u a a t a  f o r  t h a
obligor'a addraaa froa aaployar*, and axamination of 

governmental records, including, to tba axtant not 

prohibitad by othar lav, thoaa ralating to raal 

proparty, vital atatiatica, lav anforcaaant, taxation, 

motor vahiclaa, drivar'a licanaaa, and aocial aacurity.

COMMENT

Thia aaction, baaad on RURESA S 17 (Stata 
Information Agancy), contlnuaa tha information-gatharing 
dutiaa of tha cantral agancy.

Subaaction (b)(4) doaa not provida indapandant 
accaaa to tha information aourcaa or to tha govammantal 
documanta liatad. Bacauaa atataa hava diffarant 
raquiramanta and limitationa concaming auch accaaa 
baaad on diffaring viava of tha privacy intaraat* of 
individual citizana, th* agancy ia diractad to uaa all 
lavful maana undar tha ralavant atata lav to obtain and 
diaaaainata information.

SECTIOM 311. PLEADINGS AND ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS.

(a) A (patitionar] aaaJcing to establish or aodify 

a aupport ordar or to datarmina parantaga in a 

procaading undar this (Act] auat varify tha 'petition]. 

Unlaaa otharviaa ordarad undar Saction 312 

(Nondiacloaura of Information in Excaptional 

Circumatancaa), tha (patition] or accompanying docuaanta 

auat provida, ao far as known, tha naaa, raaidantial 

addrass, and social sacurity numbers of tha obligor and 

tha obligaa, and th* nama, sax, raaidantial addraaa, 

social sacurity number, and data of birth of aach child 

for whom support i s  sought. Tha (patition] must ba
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accompaniad by a cartifiad copy of any aupport ordar in 

affact. Tha (patition] aay includa any othar 

inforaation that aay aaaiat in locating or idantifying 

tha (raapondant].

(b) Tha (patition] auat apacify tha raJiaf 

Bought. Tha (patition] and accompanying docuaanta auat 

conform aubatantially vith tha raquiraaanta impoaad by 

tha foraa aandatad by fadaral lav for uaa in caaaa filad 

by a aupport anforcaaant agancy.

COMMENT

Thia aaction ia darivad from RURESA 5 11; it 
aatabliahaa tha baaic raquiraaanta for tha drafting and 
filing of intaratata plaadinga and ahould ba raad in 
conjunction vith S 312, vhich providaa for tha 
confidantiality of cartain information if diacloaura ia 
liXaly to raault in harm to a party or a child.

Subaaction (b) prcvidaa authorization for tha uaa 
of tha fadarally authorizad forma promulgatad in 
connaction vith tha IV-D child aupport anforcaaant 
program and mandataa aubatantial complianca vith thoaa 
forma. Although tha uaa of othar forma ia not 
prohibitad, atatutory praapproval of forma that 
aubatantially conform to thoaa aandatad by fadaral lav 
vill halp to atandardiza documanta, vith a concomitant 
improvamant in tha afficiant procaaaing of UIFSA 
actiona.

SECTION 312. NONDISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION IN 

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. Upon a finding, vhich aay ba 

mada ax parta, that tha haalth, aafaty, or libarty of a 

party or child would ba unraaaonably put at ria)c by tha 

diacloaura of idantifying inforaation, or if an axiating 

ordar so providaa, a tribunal shall ordar that tha 

addraaa of tha child or party or othar idantifying
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information not ba diacloaad in a plaading or othar 

documant filad in a procaading undar thia [Act].

COMMENT

Public avaranaaa of and aanaitivity to tha dangars 
of domaatic violanca haa aignificantly incraaaad ainca 
tha promulgation of RURESA. Thia aaction authorizao 
confidantiality in inatancaa vtaara thara ia a aarioua 
riak of domaatic violanca or child abduction. Although 
local lav ganarally govama tha conduct of tha forum 
tribunal, atata lav may not provida for maintaining 
aacracy about tha axact vharaabouta of a litigant or 
othar information ordinarily raquirad to ba diacloaad 
undar atata lav, a.q.. Social Sacurity numbar of tha 
partiaa or tha child. If ao, thia proviaion craataa a 
confidantiality proviaion vhich ia particularly 
appropriata in tha light of tha intractabla problama 
aaaociatad vith intaratata (aa oppoaad to intraatata) 
childnapping.

SECTION 313. COSTS AND FEES.

(a) Tha [patitionar] may not ba raquirad to pay a 

filing faa or othar coata.

(b) If an obligaa pravaila, a raaponding tribunal 

may aaaaaa againat an obligor filing faaa, raaaonabla 

attomay*a faaa, othar coata, and nacaaaaxy traval and 

othar raaaonabla arpanaaa Lncurrad by tha obligaa and 

tha obligaa*a vitnaaaaa. Tha tribunal may not aaaaaa 

faaa, coata, or arpanaaa againat tha obligaa or tha 

support anforcaaant agancy of aithar tha initiating or 

tha raaponding atata, axcapt aa providad by othar lav. 

Attomay'a faaa may ba taxad aa coats, and may ba

ordar ad paid diract ly to tha attomay, vho nay anforca 

tha ordar in tha attomay'a ovn nama. Paymant of



support owed to tbs obligee haa priority ovar faas, 

costs and expenses.

(c) Tha tribunal shall ordar tha payment of costs 

and raaaonabla attomay's faas if it determines that a 

haaring vas raquastad primarily for dalay. In a 

procaading undar Articla 6 (Enforcaaant and Modification 

of Support Ordar Aftar Ragistration), a haaring is 

prasuaad to hava baan raquastad primarily for dalay if a 

ragistarad aupport ordar is confirmed or anforcad 

without charge.

COMMENT

This saction ia darivad froa RURESA 5 15 (Costs 
and Faas), vhich authorizaa faas and costa to ba 
assaasad against "tha obligor." In racognition of tha 
fact that undar UIFSA aithar tha obligor or tha obligaa 
aay fila suit, subaaction (a) paraita aithar to fila 
without payaant of a filing fee or othar costs. 
Subsaction (b), howavar, continuas tha RURESA rula that 
only tha support obligor aay ba assasaad tha spacifiad 
costs and faas.

Subaaction (c) providaa a sanction to daal with a 
frivolous contast regarding compliance with an 
intarstata withholding ordar, ragiatration of a aupport 
ordar, or coaparable delaying tactics regarding an 
appropriata anforcaaant reaady.

SECTION 314. LIMITED IMMUNITY OF (PETITIONER).

(a) Participation by a (petitioner) in a 

proceeding bafora a raaponding tribunal, whether in 

person, by private attomay, or through services 

provided by tha support enforceaent agency, does not 

confer paraonal jurisdiction ovar the (petitioner) in 

anothar proceeding.
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(b) A [petitioner] is not amenable to service of 

civil process vhils physically present in this State to 

participate in a proceeding under this [Act].

(c) The immunity granted by this section does not 

extend to civil litigation based on acts unrelated to a 

proceeding under this [Act] committed by a party while 

present in this State to participate in tha proceeding.

COMMENT

This section significantly expands RURESA S 32. 
Undar subsaction (a), diract or indirect participation 
in a UIFSA procaading does not subject a petitioner to 
an assertion of personal jurisdiction ovar tha 
petitioner by tha forum stata in othar litigation 
between tha parties. A petition for affirmative relief, 
undar UIFSA limits tha jurisdiction of tha tribunal to 
tha boundaries of the support proceeding.

Similarly, subsaction (b) grants a litigant 
immunity froa service of process during tha time a party 
is physically present in a state for a UIFSA action.
Tha immunity provided is limited, however, and is not 
comparable to diplomatic immunity. This is clear froa 
reading subsection (c) in conjunction with tha othar 
subsections; subsaction (c) withholds immunity from 
civil litigation unrelated to tha support action 
stemming froa contemporaneous acts committed by a party 
whila present in tha stata for tha support litigation. 
For example, if a patitionar is involved in an 
automobile accident or a contract dispute ovar tha cost 
of lodging whila present in the stata, tha immunity 
provided by this saction is inapplicable.

SECTION 315. NONPARENTAGE AS DEFENSE. A party whose 

parantaga of a child has baan previously determined by 

or pursuant to law nay not plead nonparentage as a 

defense to a proceeding under this [Act].



COMMENT
Arguably this saction doas no aora than rastata 

tha basic principla of ras judicata. Howavar, a graat 
v*risty of stata laws axists ragarding prasuaptions of 
parantaga and availabla dafansas aftar a prior 
dataraination of parantaga. This saction is intandad 
naithar to discouraga nor ancouraga collataral attacks 
in situations in which tha law of a foraign jurisdiction 
is at significant odds with local law. For axanpla, 
this saction aandatas that a parantaga dacraa randarad 
by anothar tribunal is not subjact to collataral attack 
in a UIFSA procaading axcapt on a fundaaantal 
constitutional ground such as lack of jurisdiction ovar 
a party or a coaparabla danial of dua procass in tha 
pravious procaading. If a collataral attack is 
paraissibla on a parantaga dacraa undar tha law of tha 
issuing jurisdiction, such an action sust ba pursuad in 
tha appropriata forua and not in tha UIFSA procaading.

Similarly, tha law of tha issuing stata aay 
provida for a dataraination of parantaga basad on 
cartain apacific acts of tha obligor acknowladging 
parantaga as a substituta for a dacraa, a.a.. signing 
tha child's birth cartificata or publicly acknowladging 
a duty of aupport aftar racaiving tha child into his 
hoaa. Tha Act also is nautral ragarding a collataral 
attack on such a parantaga dataraination; tha raaponding 
tribunal aust giva tha saaa affact to such an act of 
acknowladgaant of parantaga as it would racaiva in tha 
issuing atata. Tha consiatant thaaa of this saction is 
that a collataral attack cannot ba aada in a UIFSA 
procaading.

SECTION 316. SPECIAL RULES OF EVIDENCE AND 

PROCEDURE.

(a) Tha physical prasanca of tha [patitionar] in 

a raaponding tribunal of this Stata is not raquirad for 

tha astablishaant, anforcaaant, or aodification of a 

support ordar or tha randition of a judgaant dataraining 

parantaga.

(b) A vanfiad [patition], affidavit, docunant 

substantially conplymg with fadarally aandatad foras,
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and a docuaent incorporated by reference in any of thea, 

not excluded undar tha hearsay rule if given in parson/ 

is admissible in avidanca if given undar oath by a party 

or vitnese residing in anothar atata.

(c) A copy of tha record of child support 

payaanta certified as a true copy of tha original by tha 

custodian of tha record aay ba forwarded to a raaponding 

tribunal. Tha copy is avidanca of facts assarted in it, 

and is adaissible to show whether payments ware aada.

(d) Copies of bills for tasting for parantaga, 

uid for prenatal and postnatal haalth care of tha mother 

and child, furnished to tha adverse party at least [tan] 

days bafora trial, are adaissible in avidanca to prove 

tha amount of the charges billed and that tha charges 

ware reasonable, necessary, and customary.

(a) Documentary evidence transmitted froa another 

stata to a tribunal of this Stata by telephone, 

telecopier, or othar aaans that do not provida an 

original writing aay not ba excluded froa evidence on an 

objection based on tha aaans of transmission.

(f) In a proceeding under this [Act], a tribunal 

of this Stata aay permit a party or witness residing in 

another atata to be deposed or to testify by telephone, 

audiovisual aeans, or other electronic means at a 

designated tribunal or other location in that state. A 

tribunal of this State shall cooperate with tribunals of
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other atataa in daaignating an appropriata location for 

tha deposition or testimony.

(g) If a party called to taatify at a. civil 

haaring rafuaaa to anavar on tha ground that tha 

testimony aay ba aalf-incriainating, tha triar of fact 

aay draw an advarsa infaranca froa tha rafuaal.

(h) A privilaga againat diacloaura of 

conunicationa batvaan apouaaa doaa not apply in a 

procaading undar thia [Act].

(i) The dafansa of immunity baaad on tha 

ralationahip of husband and vifa or parant and child 

doaa not apply in a procaading undar thia [Act].

COMMENT

Thia aaction combinaa RURESA SS 9, 19, 21, 22, and 
23; and, providaa additional innovativa aathoda for 
gatharing avidanca in intaratata caaaa.

Subaactiona (b) through (f) graatly expand on 
RURESA 5 23 (Rulaa of Evidanca). Tha intant ia to 
aliainata aa many potential haaraay problaaa aa poaaibla 
in intaratata litigation becauaa uaually tha out-of- 
atata party and that party'a vitnaaaea do not appear in 
paraon at tha haaring.

Subsaction (d) providaa a simplified aaans for 
proving haalth cars expanses related to tha birth of tha 
child. Bacauaa ordinarily these charges era not in 
dispute, thia is designed to obviate tha coat of having 
health care providers appear in paraon or of obtaining 
affidavits of business records froa each provider.

Subaactions (a) and (f) encourage tribunals and 
litigants to taJca advantage of modem methods of 
communication in interstate support litigation.

Subaaction (g) codifies tha rule ... affact in many 
statas that in civil litigation an advarsa inference aay 
ba drawn from a litigant's ailance. Saa, e.g.. la ra 
Natter of Joseph »., 417 N.Y.S.2d 685 (Fam. Ct. 1985);
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Pa. Cons. Stata. Ann., Tit. 23, S 3104(c) (1991) (if 
"any party rafuaes to submit to tha taata, tha court aa 
resolve tho question of paternity, parentage or identit 
of a child against the party...."); 9 N.J. Stats. Ann. 
17-51(d) (1991) ("refusal to submit to blood tests or 
genetic testa, or both, aay be adaitted into evidence 
and ahall give riae to tha preauaption that the results 
of the teats would have been unfavorable to the 
interests of the party refusing"); La. Rev. Stata., Tit. 
9, S 396(A) (1992) ("if any party refuses to aubait to 
*auch testa, the court aay resolve the question of 
paternity against auch party....").

SECTION 317. COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN TRIBUNALS. A 

tribunal of this Stata aay communicate with a tribunal 

of another state in writing, or by telephone or other 

aeana, to obtain inforaation concerning the lawa of that 

state, the legal efface of a judgaent, decree, or order 

of that tribunal, and the status of a proceeding in the 

other state. A tribunal of this State aay furnish 

similar inforaation by similar aeans to a tribunal of 

another state.

COMMENT

This section is derived from UCCJA S 7(d) 
(Inconvenient Forum), vhich authorizes communications 
between courts in order to facilitate determination 
under that Act. Much broader cooperation between 
tribunals ia permitted under this Act to expedite 
establishment and enforcement of the aupport order of 
either the forum or of the sister stata.

SECTION 3IS. ASSISTANCE WITH DISCOVERY. A tribunal 

of this Stata aay:

(1) request a tribunal of anothar stata to assist 

in obtaining discovery; and



(2) upon raquast, compel a person ovar whoa it haa 

juriadiction to raapond to a diacovary ordar iaauad by a 

tribunal of anothar stata.

COMMENT

Thia aaction taXea anothar logical atap to 
facilitata intarstata cooperation by anliating tha povar 
of tha forum to aasiat a tribunal of anothar atata vith 
tha diacovary procaaa. Tha grant of authority ia quita 
broad, enabling tha tribunal of tha anacting atata to 
fashion its raaadias to facilitata diacovary consistent 
vith local practice.

SECTION 319. RECEIPT AND DISBURSEMENT Or PAYMENTS. A 

aupport anforcaaant agancy or tribunal of thia Stata 

shall disburse promptly any aaounts received pursuant to 

a support order, as directed by tha ordar. Tha agancy 

or tribunal shall furnish to a requesting party or 

tribunal of anothar stata a certified statement by the 

custodian of the record of tha amounts and dates of all 

payments received.

COMMENT

Tha first sentence of this saction is derived from 
RURESA S 29 (Additional Duty of Initiating Court). The 
sacond sentence confirms tha duty of tha agancy or 
tribunal to furnish payment inforaation in interstate 
cases.
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A RT IC LE  4 .  ESTABLISHMENT O f  SUPPORT ORDER

SECTION 401. [PETITION] TO ESTABLISH SUPPORT ORDER.

(a) If * aupport ord«r antitlad to racognition 

undar this [Act] has not baan issuad, a rssponding 

tribunal of this Stata may issua a support ordar if:

(1) tha individual saaJcing tha ordar rasidas in 

anothar stata; or

(2) tha support anforcaaant agancy saaJcing tha 

ordar is locatad in anothar stata.

(b) Tha tribunal may issua a taaporary child 

support ordar if:

(1) tha [rasponiant] has signad a varifiad 

stataaant acknowladging parantaga;

(2) tha [raapondant] has baan datarminad by or 

pursuant to lav to ba tha parant; or

(3) thara is othar claar and convincing 

avidanca that tha [raapondant] is tha child's parant.

(c) Dpon finding, aftar notica and opportunity to 

ba haard, that an obligor owas a duty of support, tho 

tribunal shall isaua a support ordar diroctad to tha 

obligor and aay isaua othar ordars pursuant to Saction 

305 (Dutias and Fovars of Raaponding Tribunal).

COMMENT

This saction authorizas a tribunal of tha 
raaponding stata to issua tamporary and paraarant 
support ordars binding on an obligor ovar vhoi. tha 
tribunal has parsonal jurisdiction. It should ba

5 1



axphaaizad that UIFSA doaa not parait auch ordara to ba 
iaauad vhan anothar aupport ordar axiata and anothar 
tribunal haa continuing, axcluaiva juriadiction ovar tha 
’'attar. Saa 5 205 (Continuing, Excluaiva Juriadiction) 
and S 206 (Enforcaaant and Modification of Support Ordar 
by Tribunal Having Continuing Juriadiction).
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A R T IC LE  5 .  D IRECT  ENFORCEMENT 0 T  ORDER
O f ANOTHER STATE WITHOUT REG ISTRA T IO N

SECTION 501. RECOGNITION OF INCOME-WITHHOLDING ORDER 

OF ANOTHER STATE.

(a) An incoaa-withholding ordar iaauad in anothar 

atata aay ba aant by first claaa mail to tha paraon or 

antity dafinad aa tha obligor*a aaployar undar [tha 

incoaa-withholding law of thia Stata] without firat 

filing a [patition] or coaparabla plaading or 

registering tha ordar with a tribunal of thia Stata.

Upon racaipt of tha ordar, tha aaployar ahall:

(1) traat an incoaa-withholding ordar isauad in 

anothar atata which appaara ragular on ita faca aa if it 

had baan iaauad by a tribunal of thia Stata;

(2) iaaediataly provida a copy of tha ordar to 

tha obligor; and

(3) distribute tha funds aa dlractad in tha 

withholding ordar.

(b) An obligor aay contaat tha validity or 

anforcaaant of an incoaa-withholding ordar iaauad in 

anothar atata in tha saaa manner aa if tha ordar had 

baan isauad by a tribunal of thia Stata. Saction 604 

(Choica of Law) applies to tha contest. Tha obligor 

shall giva notica of tha contest to any support
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enforcement agency providing services to the obligee and 

to:

(1) tha parson or agancy daaignatad to racaiva 

payments in tha incoma-vithholding ordar; or

(2} if no parson or agancy is dasignatad, tha

obligaa.

COMMENT

Diract racognition by tha obligor's aaployar of a 
withholding ordar issuad by anothar stata has long baan 
sought by support anforcaaant associationa and othar 
advocacy groups. In 1984 Congrass aandatad that all 
statas adopt procaduraa for anforcing incoaa-withholding 
ordars of aistar statas. As a result, tha Child Support 
Projact of tha American Bar Association and tha National 
Confaranca of Stata Lagislaturas proaulgatad a Modal 
Intarstata Incoaa Withholding Act in 1985. Tha Modal 
Act has not baan widaly anactad.

Subaaction (a) directs an aaployar of tha anacting 
stata to recognize a withholding ordar of a sister 
state/ subject to tha aaployaa's right to contest tha 
validity of tha ordar or its anforcaaant. At prasant, 
agencies in several statas hava adopted a procadura of 
sanding diract withholding requests to out-of-stata 
aaployars, but this sarJcs tha first official sanction of 
such practices. A recant study by tha fadaral Ganaral 
Accounting Office notes that employers in a sacond stata 
routinely recognize withholding ordars of sistar statas 
despite an apparent lacX of statutory authority to do 
so. This enactment recognizes actual practice.

Subaaction (a) does not define "regular on its 
face," but tha tarn should ba liberally construed/ see 
U.S. v. Horton, 467 O.S. 822 (1984) ("lagal process 
regular on its face"). Tha rulas governing intrastate 
procedure and defenses for withholding ordars will apply 
to intarstata ordars. Thus, subaaction (a) naXas clear 
that aaployars who refuse to recognize out of stata 
withholding ordars will ba subjected to whatever 
raaadias are otherwise available undar stata law.

Similarly, subsection (b) incorporates tha law 
ragarding dafansas an alleged obligor nay raise to an 
intrastate withholding order into the interstate 
context. Generally, states have accepted the IV-D



raquiraaant that tha only allowable dafanaa ia a 
"mistake of fact." 42 U.S.C. S 666(b)(4)(A). Thia 
apparently includaa "errors in tha aacunt of currant 
aupport owed, arrora in tha amount of accruad 
arraaraga ... or mistaken idantity of tha allagad 
obligor” whila excluding "othar grounds, auch aa tha 
inappropriatanaaa of tha amount of aupport ordarad to ba 
paid, changad financial circumstances of tha obligor, or 
lack of visitation." H.R. Rap. No. 98-527, 98th Cong., 
1st Saaa. J3 (1983). Tha lattar claims auat ba pursuad 
in a saparata lagal action in tha atata having 
continuing, axcluaiva jurisdiction ovar tha aupport 
ordar, not in a UIFSA procaading.

SECTION 502. ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT OF ORDERS.

(a) A party seeking to anforca a support ordar or 

an incoaa-withholding ordar, or both, iaauad by a 

tribunal of anothar stata may sand tha docuaanta 

raquirad for ragistaring tha ordar to a support 

anforcaaant agancy of this Stata.

(b) Upon racaipt of tha docuaanta, tha support 

anforcaaant agancy, without initially sacking to 

ragistar tha drdar, ahall consider and, if appropriata, 

uaa any adainistrativa procadura authorizad by tha lav 

of this Stata to anforca a support ordar or an incoae- 

vithholding ordar, or both. If tha obligor doas not 

contaat adainistrativa anforcaaant, tha ordar naad not 

ba ragistarad. If tha obligor contests tha validity or 

adainistrativa anforcaaant of tha ordar, tha support 

anforcaaant agancy shall ragistar tha ordar pursuant to 

this (Act).



COMMENT

This Motion authorizaa eunaary anforcaaant of a 
aiatar atata child aupport ordar through any 
ad^lniatrativa aaana availabla for local ordara. Undar 
■ubaaction (a) , any intaraatad party in anothar atata, 
nacaaaarily including a privata attomay or a aupport 
anforcaaant agancy, aay forvard a aupport ordar or 
incoaa-vithholding ordar to a aupport anforcaaant agancy 
of tha anacting atata.

Subaaction (b) diracta tha aupport anforcaaant 
agancy in tha anacting atata to aaploy tha anacting 
atata'a ragular adainiatrativa procaduraa to procaaa tha 
out-of-atata ordar. Thua, a local aaployar accuatoaad 
to daaling vith tha local agancy naad not laam a nav 
procadura in ordar to comply vith an out-of-atata ordar.
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A RT IC LE  6 .  ENFORCEMENT AND M OD IF ICAT ION
OF SUPPORT ORDER AFTER REG ISTRAT ION

PART A. REGISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ORDE

SECTION 601. REGISTRATION OF ORDER FOR ENFORCEMENT 

A support ordar or an incoaa-withholding ordar issuad ! 

a tribunal of anothar stata aay ba ragistarad in this 

Stata for anforcaaant.

COMMENT

Part A of Articla 6 graatly axpanda tha procadurt 
for tha ragiatration of foraign support ordars availab] 
undar RURESA SS 35-40. Tha c o m m o n  practica of 
initiating a nav suit for tha astablishaant of a suppor 
ordar irraspactiva of tha fact that thara is an axistir. 
ordar for support will bacoaa obsolata undar UIFSA. Th 
fact that RURESA paraits (raally ancouragaa) initiation 
of a nav suit in thosa circuastancaa lad to tha aultipl 
support ordar systaa that UIFSA is daaignad t.o 
aliainata.

Undar tha ona-ordar systaa of UIFSA, tha only 
axisting ordar is to ba anforcsd. Ragistration of that 
ordar in tha raaponding stata is tha first stap to 
anforcaaant by a tribunal of that stata. Rathar than 
baing an optional davica as is ths casa undar RURESA, 
ragiatration for anforcaaant undar UIFSA is tha primary 
aathod for intarstata anforcaaant by a tribunal. If a 
prior support ordar has baan validly issuad, only that 
ordar is to ba anforcad against tha obligor in tha 
abaanca of vary narrow strictly dafinad fact situations 
in vhich an axisting ordar say ba aodifiad. Saa $§ 609 
through 612. Additionally, until that ordar is 
aodifiad, it is fully anforcaabla in tha raaponding 
atata.

Ragistration should ba aaployad if tha purposa is 
anforcaaant. Although ragistration not accoapaniad by a  

raqu--’- for affirmative relief is not prohibited, tha 
Act doaa now c. •*' . vg.ntration as sarving a
purposa in itsalf.



SECTION 602. PROCEDURE TO REGISTER ORDER FOR

e n f o r c e m e n t.

(a) A aupport ordar or incoaa-withholding ordar 

of anothar atata aay ba ragiatarad in thia Stata by 

aanding tha following docuaanta and information to tha 

[appropriata tribunal} in thia Stata:

(1) a lattar of tranamittal to tha tribunal 

raquaating ragiatration and anforcaaant;

(2) two copiaa, including ona cartifiad copy, 

of all ordara to ba ragiatarad, including any 

aodification of an ordar;

(3) a awom atataaant by tha party aaaXing 

ragiatration or a cartifiad atataaant by tha cuatodian 

of tha racorda showing tha amount of any arraaraga;

(4) tha naaa of tha obligor and, if fcnovn:

(i) tha obligor's addraaa and aocial 

aacurity nuabar;

(ii) tha naaa and addraaa of tha obligor's 

aaployar and any othar aourca of incoma of tha obligor; 

and

(ill) a daacripcion and tha location of 

proparty of tha obligor in thia Stata not axampt fron 

axacution; and

(5) tha naaa and addraaa of tha obligaa and, i  

applicabla. tha agancy or parson to whoa support 

payaanta ara to ba raaittad.
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( b )  On r a c a i p t  o f  a  r a q u a a t  f o r  r a g i a t r a t i o n ,  t
ragiataring tribunal .ahall cauaa tha ordar to ba filad 

aa a foraign judgaant, togathar with ona copy of tha 

docuaanta and inforaation, ragardlaaa of thair fora.

(c) A [patition] or coaparabla plaading aaafcing 

raaady that auat ba affiraativaly aought undar othar 1. 

of thia Stata aay ba filad at tha saaa tiaa aa tha 

raquaat for ragiatration or latar. Tha plaading auat 

apacify tha grounds for tha raaady aought.

COMMENT

This aaction outlinaa tha aachanica for 
ragiatration of a siatar stata ordar. Subaaction (c) 
warns that if a particular anforcaaant raaady aust ba 
apacifically aought undar local law, thr. saaa ia 
raquirad in intaratata casas. Howavar, tha 
authorization of a latar raquaat contaaplataa that 
intaratata plaadinga aay ba libarally aaandad to confor: 
to local practica.

SECTION 603. EFFECT OF REGISTRATION FOR ENFORCEMENT.

(a) A aupport ordar or incoaa-withholding ordar 

issuad in anothar atata is ragiatarad whan tha ordar ia 

filad in tha ragiataring tribunal of thia Stata.

(b) A ragiatarad ordar iaauad in anothar atata is 

anforcaabla in tha a&aa aannar and ia subjact to tha 

aaaa procaduraa as an ordar iaauad by a tribunal of thia 

Stata.

(c) Excapt aa otharvisa providad in thia articla, 

a tribunal of this Stata shall racogniza and anforca,



but may not modify, a ragiatarad ordar if tha iaauing 

tribunal had juriadiction.

COMMENT

Subaaction (a) ia darivad from RURESA S 39(a), 
vhich atataa that "filing conatitutaa ragiatration 
Although tha ragiatration procadura undar UIFSA ia 
naarly idantical to that of RURESA, tha undarlying 
intant of ragiatration ia radically diffarant. Undar 
RURESA, onca an ordar of Stata A ia ragiatarad in Stata 
B, it bacomaa an ordar of tha lattar. Undar UIFSA, tha 
ordar continuaa to ba a Stata A ordar, vhich ia to ba 
anforead by a tribunal of Stata B. Although Stata B ’a 
rulaa of avidanca a.id procadura apply, axcapt aa 
aupplamantad or spacifically auparaadad by tha Act, tha 
ordar itaalf raaaina aubjact to tha continuing, 
axcluaiva jurisdiction of Stata A ao long aa tha 
raquiraaanta for that authority aat forth in Saction 205 
ramain intact.

Subsaction (b) ia darivad froa RURESA 5 40(a). 
Although RURESA spacifically subjacta a ragistar. ordar 
to "procaadings for raopaning, vacating, or atayxng aa a 
aupport ordar of this Stata," thaaa raaadias ara not 
authorizad undar UIFSA. Whila a foraign aupport ordar 
is to ba anf oread and satisfiad in cha *axus roannar as if 
it had baan iaauad by a tribunal of tha r*gi''taring 
stata, tha ordar to ba anforead ramaina an ordar of tha 
issuing stata. Concaptually, tha raaponding stata is 
anforcing tha ordar of anothar stata, not its own ordar. 
Any raquaat for raliaf that raquiras application of tha 
continuing, axcluaiva jurisdiction of tha iaauing 
tribunal must ba sought in tha iaauing forum.

Subaaction (c) mandataa anforcaaant of tha 
ragiatarad ordar. Saa SS 60* through 608. Thia ia at 
sharp varianca vith tha RURESA S 40 practica, vhich 
atataa that "tha ragistarad foraign support ordar shall 
ba traatad in tha saaa aannar as a support ordar isauad 
by a court of this Stata." This l&nguaga vaa ganarally 
intarpratad aa converting tha foraign ordar into an 
ordar of tha ragiataring stata. ' Onca tha ragiataring 
court concludas that it is anforcing its ovn ordar, tha 
naxt logical step is tha conclusion that tha ordar aay 
ba aodifiad, which rasults in anothar varsion of tha 
aultipla ordar systaa. UIFSA mandataa an and to this 
procaaa, axcapt aa aodification is authorizad in this 
articla, aaa SS 409 through 612.
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Because undar UIFSA thara ia only ona ordar in 
existence at any ona time, that ordar ia enforceable in 
a raaponding atata irraapaetiva of vhathar auch an ordar 
might ba aodifiad. That ia, if naithar tha child nor 
tha partiaa continua to raaida in tha iaauing atata, tha 
iaauing tribunal loaaa ita continuing, axcluaiva 
juriadiction ovar ita child aupport ordar. Nonathalaaa, 
tha ordar continuaa to ba fully anforcaabla until tha 
potantial for aodification actually occura in accordanca 
vith tha atrict tarma for auch an action aa aat forth in 
Part C of thia articla, SS 609-612.

SECTION 604. CHOICE OF LAW.

(a) Tha lav of tha iaauing atata govama tha 

natura, axtant, amount, and duration of currant paymanta 

and othar obligationa of aupport and tha payment of 

arrearagaa undar tha ordar.

(b) In a procaading- for arraaragaa, tha atatuta 

of limitation undar tha lava of thia Stata or of tha 

ijauing atata, vhichavar ia longer, appliaa.

COMMENT

Thia saction identifies situations in vhich local 
lav ia inapplicable. For example, undar subaaction (a) 
an ordar for tha a pport of a child until aga 21 auat ba 
racognizad and enforced in that manner in a atata in 
vhich tho duty of aupport of a child ends at aga 18.
Saa Ooaaaloi-doaagaga ▼. Oonsales, 426 So.2d 1106 (Fla. 
App. 1983); Taylor ▼. Taylor, 122 Cal. App. 3d 209, 175 
Cal. Rptr. 716 (1981).

Subaaction (b) contains a similar choica of lav 
proviaion that may divarga froa local lav. Whichavar 
atata'a statute of limitations ia longar ia to ba 
applied. In intaratita caeea arraaragaa vill often hava 
accumulated ovar a considerable pariod of tima bafora 
anforcaaant is perfected. Tha obligor ahould not gain 
an undue benefit froa tha choica of residence if tha 
forum atata haa a short statute of limitations for 
arraaragaa.



PART E . CONTEST OF V A L ID IT Y  OR ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 605. NOTICE OF REGISTRATION OF ORDER.

(a) Whan a support ordar or incoaa-withholding 

ordar iaauad in anothar atata ia ragiatarad, tha 

ragiataring tribunal ahall notify tha nonragiataring 

party. Notica auat ba givan by first claaa, cartifiad, 

or ragiatarad mail or by any aaans of paraonal aarvica 

authorizad by tha law of thia Stata. Tha notica auat ba 

accoapaniad by a copy of tha ragiatarad ordar and tha 

docuaanta and ralavant inforaation accoapanying tha 

ordar.

(b) Tha notica auat infora tha nonragiataring

party:

(1) that a ragistarad ordar ia anforcaabla as 

of tha data of ragistration in tha saaa mannar aa an 

ordar iaauad by a tribunal of thia Stata;

(2) that a haaring to contaat tha -validity or 

anforcaaant of tha ragistarad ordar auat ba raquastad 

within [20] days aftar tha data of aailing or paraonal 

aarvica oi tha notica;

(3) that failura to ccntaat tha validity or 

anforcaaant of tha ragistarad ordar in a tiaaly aannar 

will raault in confirmation of tha ordar and anforcaaant 

of tha ordar and tha allagad arraaragaa and pracludes
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further contest of that ordar vith respect to any matta: 

that could hava baan assarted; and

(4) of tha amount of any allagad arraaragaa.

(c) Upon ragiatration of an incoaa-withholding 

ordar for anforcaaant, tha ragiataring tribunal shall 

notify tha obligor's aaployar purauant to [tha incoaa- 

withholding lav of thia Stata].

COMMENT

Part B of Articla 6 providaa tha procadura for tha 
nonragiataring party to contaat ragistration of an 
ordar, aithar because tha ordar is allegedly invalid, 
superseded, or no longer in affact, or because tha 
anforcasant raaady being aought is opposed by tha 
nonragiataring party.

Thia saction providaa that tha nonragiataring 
party auat ba fully informed of tha affact of 
ragiatration. Aftar auch notica ia given, absent a 
auccasaful contest by tha nonragiataring party, tha 
order will ba confirmed and future contest will ba 
precluded.

SECTION 606. PROCEDURE TO CONTEST VALIDITY OR 

ENFORCEMENT OF REGISTERED ORDER.

(a) A nonragiataring party seeking to contest tha 

validity or anforcaaant of a ragiatarad ordar in thia 

Stata ahall raquast a haaring within [20] days aftar tha 

data of mailing or parsonal aarvica of notica of tha 

ragiatration. Tha nonragiataring party aay seek to 

vacate tha ragistration, to assart any dafanaa to an 

allegation of noncompliance vith tha ragistarad ordar, 

or to contaat tha remedies being sought or tha amount of



any Allagad arraaragaa purauant to Saction 607 (Contaat 

o t  Ragiatration or Enforcaaant).

(b) If tha nonragiataring party faila to contaat 

tha validity or anforcaaant of tha ragiatarad ordar in a 

tiaoly aannar, tha ordar ia conflraad by oparation of 

lav.

(c) If a nonragiataring party raquaata a haaring 

to contaat tha validity or anforcaaant of tha ragiatarad 

ordar, tha ragiataring tribunal ahall achadula tha 

aattar for haaring and giva notica to tha partiaa by 

firat claaa sail of tha data, tiaa, and placa of tha 

haaring.

COMMENT

Subaaction (a) ia darivad in part froa RURESA
S 40(b), undar which tha "obligor" ia diractad to
contaat tha ragistration of a foraign ordar within a 
abort pariod of tiaa. Thia procadura ia continuad, but 
tha tarainology is changad to "nonragiataring party" 
bacauaa aithar tha obligor or tha obligaa may saak to 
ragiatar a foraign support ordar. Moraovar, tha 
subaaction ia philosophically vary diffarant froa RURESA 
S 40, which diracta that a ragistarad ordar "shall ba 
traatad in tha saaa aannar a s  a support ordar iaauad by 
a  court of this stata." A contaat of tha fundaaantal
proviaiona of tha ragiatarad ordar is not paraittad "in
thia Stata." Tha nonragiataring party must ratum to 
tha issuing stata to prosacuta such a contaat, and than 
only aa tha law of that stata paraits. Tha procadura 
adoptad hara is akin to tha prohibition of tha 
nonparantaga dafansa found in Saction 315; that is, 
raising tha isaua in a UIFSA procaading is prohibitad, 
but no attaapt ia aada to pracluda tha isaua froa baing 
litigatad in anothar, aora appropriata forua if 
otharvisa allowabla by that forua. On tha othar hand, 
tha raapondant aay assart dafansas such as "payaant" or 
"tha obligation haa tarainatad" to allagaciona of past 
noncomplianca with tha ragistarad ordar. Siailarly, a 
constitutionally-basad attack aay always ba asaartad, 
i. a .. an allagad lack of parsonal jurisdiction ovar a
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party by tha issuing tribunal. Thara is no dafansa, 
howavar, to tha ragiatration of a valid foraign support 
ordar.

Subsaction (b) pracludas an untimely contaat of a 
ragiatarad support ordar. As notad abova, tha 
nonragiataring party is fraa to ittk radrass in tha 
issuing stata froa tha tribunal vith continuing, 
axcluaiva jurisdiction ovar tha aupport ordar.

Subsaction (c) diracts that a haaring ba schadulad 
vhan tha nonragiataring party contaats soaa aspact of 
tha ragistration. At prasant, fadaral regulations 
govam tha allovabla tiaa fraaaa for contasting incoaa 
withholding in rv-D casas. Saa 42 U.S.C. S 666(b). 
FUrthar codification of that procaaa is unviaa.

SECTION 607. CONTEST OF REGISTRATION OR EKPORCEMENT.

(a) A party contasting tha validity or 

anforcaaant of a ragistarad ordar or saafcing to vacata 

tha ragistration baa tha burdan of proving ona or aora 

of tha following dafanaaa:

(1) tha iaauing tribunal lacfcad parsonal 

jurisdiction over tha contaating party;

(2) tha ordar vaa obtained by fraud;

(3) tha ordar haa baan vacated, auspended, or 

aodifiad by a latar ordar;

(4) tha iaauing tribunal haa stayed tha order 

panding appeal;

(5) thara is a dafansa undar tha lav of this 

Stata to tha raaady aought;

(6) full or partial payaant has baan aada; or
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(7) tha statute of limitation undar Saction 604 
(Choica of Law) pracludaa anforcaaant of aoaa or all of 

tha arraaragaa.

(b) If a party praaanta avidanca aatabliahing a 

full or partial dafanaa undar aubaaction (a), a tribunal 

■ay atay anforcaaant of tha ragiatarad ordar, continua 

tha procaading to permit production of additional 

ralavant avidanca, and iaaua othar appropriata ordars.

An uncontaatad portion of tha ragiatarad ordar aay ba 

anforcad by all ramadiaa available undar tha lav of this 

Stata.

(c) If tha contesting party doaa not aatablish a 

dafanaa undar subsection (a) to tha validity or 

anforcaaant of tha ordar, tha ragiataring tribunal shall 

issua an ordar confirming tha ordar.

COMMENT

Subsection (a) places tha burden on tha 
nonragiataring party to aaaart narrowly defined defenses 
to ragiatration of a aupport ordar.

If tha obligor ia liable for currant aupport, 
undar subaaction (b) tha tribunal must enter an ordar to 
anforca that obligation. Proof of arrearages auat 
result in anforcaaant; under tha Bradley Amendment, 42 
U.S.C. S 666(a)(10), all states ara raquirad to treat 
child aupport payments as final judgments as they come 
due (or lose fadaral funding). Therefore, such 
arrearages ara not subject to retroactive modification.

SECTION 608. CONFIRMED ORDER. Confirmation of a 

ragistarad order, whether by operation of law or after 

notica and hearing, precludes further contest of the

6 6



ordar with raspnct to any aattar that could hava baan 

•■•artad at tha tiaa of ragiatration.

COMMENT

Tha policy dntarmination that foraign aupport 
ordara aay naad to ba confiraad by tha forua tribunal ia 
found in URESA 5 40, but tha procaaa of confirmation ia 
not axplainad. Undar UIFSA, confirmation of an ordar 
aay ba tha raault of oparation of lav bacauaa of a 
failura to contaat or an unauccaaaful contaat aftar a 
haaring. Zithar aathod pracludaa raiaing any iaaua that 
could hava baan aaaartad in a haaring. Confirmation of 
a foraign aupport ordar validataa both tha tarma of tha 
ordar and tha aaaartad arraaragaa. Saa Chapman v. 
Chapman, 205 Cal. App. 3d 253, 252 Cal. Rptr. 359 
(1988).

PART C. REGISTRATION AND MODIFICATION 

OF CHILD SUPPORT ORDER

SECTION 609. PROCEDURE TO REGISTER CHILD SUPPORT 

ORDER OF ANOTHER STATE FOR MODIFICATION. A party or 

aupport anforcaaant agancy tanking to modify, or to 

modify and anforca, a child support ordar iaauad in 

anothar atata ahall ragiatar that ordar in thia Stata in 

tha a am a aannar providad in Part A of thia articla if 

tha ordar haa not baan ragistarad. A [patition] for 

aodification may ba filad at tha sama tima as a raquast 

for ragiatration, or latar. Tha plaading must apacify 

tha grounds for aodification.

COMMENT

Part C of Articla 6 daals vith aituationa in vhich 
it is nacaaaary for a ragiataring stata to modify _ha 
axisting child support ordar of anothor stata. As long
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as ths issuing stats maintains its continuing, axcluaiva 
jurisdiction ovar its ordar, a ragiataring sistar stata 
is pracludad from modifying that ordar. This is a vary 
significant dapartura from tha aultipla-ordar, aultipla- 
aodification systaa of RURESA. Howavar, if tha issuing 
stats no longar has a sufficiant intarast in tho 
aodification of ita ordar bacausa naithar tha child nor 
tha partias continua to rasida thara, undar appropriata 
circuaatancas a ragiataring stata aay asauaa tha povar 
to aodify. Nota that authority to aodify is liaitad to 
child support ordars; tha Act doas not contaaplata 
modification of spousal support .'rdars.

A patitionar wishing to ragistar a aupport ordar 
of anothar stata for purposas of modification auat 
conform to tho ganaral raquiraaanta for plaadings in 
Saction 311 (Plaadings and Acconpanying Docuaantaj, and 
follow tha procadura for ragistration sat forth in 
Saction 602 (Procadura To Ragistar Ordar for 
Enforcaaant). If tha tribunal has tha raquiaita 
jurisdiction ovar tha partias as astablishod in S 611, 
aodification aay ba sought in conjunction vith 
ragistration and anforcaaant, or at a latar data aftar 
tha ordar has baan ragistarad, confirmad, and anforead.

SECTION 610. EFFECT OF REGISTRATION FOR 

MODIFICATION. A tribunal of this Stata aay anforca a 

child support ordar of anothar stata ragistarad for 

purposas of modification, in tha saaa aannar as if tha 

ordar had baan isauad by a tribunal of this Stata, but 

tha ragistarad ordar aay ba aodifiad only if tha 

raquiraaants of Saction 611 (Modification of Child 

Support Ordar of Anothar Stata) hava baan mat.

COMMENT

An ordar ragistarad for purposas of modification 
aay ba anforcad in tha sama aannar as an ordar 
ragistarad for purpoaas of anforcaaant. But, tha powar 
of tha forum tribunal to modify a child support ordar of 
anothar tribunal is liaitad by tha spacific factual 
praconditions sat forth in S 611.
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SECTION 611. MODIFICATION OF CHILD SUPPORT ORDER OF

a n o t h e r s t a t e.

(a) Aftar a child support ordar issuad in anothar 

atata has baan ragistarad in this Stata, tha raaponding 

tribunal of this Stats say sodify that ordar only if, 

aftar notica and haaring, it finds that:

(1 ) tha folloving raquiraaanta ara sat:

(i) tha child, tha individual obligaa, and 

tha obligor do not rasida in tha issuing stata;

(ii) a (patitionar] who is a nonrasidant of

this Stata saaJcs aodification; and

(iii) tha (raapondant] is subjact to tha 

parsonal jurisdiction of tha tribunal of this Stata; or

(2 ) an individual party or tha child is subjact 

to tha parsonal jurisdiction of tha tribunal and all of 

tha individual partias hava filad a vrittan conaant in 

tha issuing tribunal providing that a tribunal of this 

Stata say aodify tha support ordar and aasuaa 

continuing, axclusiva jurisdiction ovar tha ordar.

(b) Modification of a ragistarad child support 

ordar is subjact to tha saaa raquiraaanta, procaduraa, 

and dafansas that apply to tha aodification of an ordar 

issuad by a tribunal of this Stata and tha ordar aay ba 

anforcad and satisfiad in tha saaa aannar.
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(c) A tribunal of thia Stata may not modify any 

aapact of a child aupport ordar that may not ba aodifiad 

undar tha law of tha iaauing atata.

(d) On iaauanca of an ordar modifying a child 

aupport ordar iaauad in anothar atata, a tribunal of 

thia Stata bacomaa tha tribunal of continuing, axcluaiva 

juriadiction.

(a) Within [30] daya aftar iaauanca of a aodifiad 

child aupport ordar, tha party obtaining tha 

modification ahall fila a cartifiad copy of tha ordar 

with tha iaauing tribunal which had continuing, 

axcluaiva juriadiction ovar tha aarliar ordar, and in 

aach tribunal in which tha party known that aarliar 

ordar haa baan ragiatarad.

COMMENT

Whan a foraign aupport ordar ia anforcad in a 
ragiataring atata undar UIFSA, tha righta of tha partiaa 
affactad hava baan litigatad pravioualy. Bacauaa tha 
obligor alraady haa had a day in court, an anforcamant 
ramody may ba auaaarily invokad. On tha othar hand, 
modification of an axiating ordar praauppoaaa a changa 
in tha righta of tha partiaa. Tharafora, avan undar 
RURESA mora alaborata procaduraa wara raquirad by moat 
atataa prior to tha iaauanca of a aodifiad ordar. Thasa 
raquiraaanta ara auch aora axplicit and raatrictiva 
undar UIFSA.

A aupport ordar ragiatarad undar RURESA for tha 
purpoaa of anforcaaant ia traatad aa if originally 
iaauad by tha ragiataring tribunal. Moat atataa hava 
intarpratad tha RURESA ragiatration proviaiona aa also 
authorizing proapactiva aodification of tha ragistarad 
ordar, aaa, a .a., Lagarvay Ti Lagarvay, 681 P.2d 309 
(Alaaka 1984} ; In ra Marriaga of Aron, 224 Cal. App. 3d 
1086 (1990); MacFaddaa T« Martini, 119 Miac. 2d 94, 463 
N.Y.S.2d 674 (1983); Pinnar ▼. Planar, 33 N.C. App. 204, 
234 S.E.2d 633 (1977). In sum, by its tanas RURESA
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contaaplataa axistanca of aultipla support ordars, nona 
of which ia diractly ralatad to any of tha othars. 
Although tha issuing tribunal undar RURESA ratains 
continuing jurisdiction to modify its own ordar, that 
povar is not axcluaiva. Tribunals in othar statas oftan 
asauaa jurisdiction to antar nav ordars or to aodify an 
out-of-atata support ordar.

Undar UIFSA a tribunal aay aodify an axisting 
child support ordar of anothar stata only if cartain 
quits liaitad conditions ara aat. First, tha tribunal 
auat hava all tha praraquisitas for tha axarcisa of 
parsonal jurisdiction raquirad for randition of an 
original support ordar. Sacond, ona of tha rastrictad 
fact situations dascribad in subsaction (a) aust ba 
prasant. This saction, vhich is a countarpart to 
Saction 205(b) (Continuing, Exclusiva Jurisdiction), 
astablishas tha conditions undar vhich tha continuing 
jurisdiction of tha issuing tribunal is ralaasad. Tha 
Unifora Child Custody Jurisdiction Act SS 12-14 providas 
ganaral principlas for tha judicial dataraination of an 
appropriata fact situation for subsaquant aodification 
of an axisting custody ordar by anothar court. In 
contrast, UIFSA astablishas a sat of "bright lina” rulas 
for aodification of an axisting child support ordar.

Undar UIFSA, ragistration is subdividad into 
distinct catagorias: ragistration for anforcaaant, for 
aodification, or both. Subsaction (a) contaaplatas 
aodification of an axisting child support ordar only 
undar tha liaitad circuastancas dascribad, thus 
aliminating aultipla aupport ordars to tha aaxiaua 
axtant possibla consistant vith tha principla of 
continuing, axcluaiva jurisdiction that parvadaa tha 
Act. Tha continuing, axcluaiva jurisdiction of tha 
issuing tribunal raaaina intact so long as ona party or 
tha child continua to raaida in tha issuing stata, or 
unlass tha partias autually agraa to tha contrary. This 
ia also tha standard for racognition of aistar stata 
custody ordara undar tha fadaral P&rantal Kidnapping 
Pravantion Act, 28 U.S.C. S 1738A. Onca avary 
individual party and tha child laava tha issuing stata, 
tha continuing, axcluaiva jurisdiction of tha tribunal 
tarainatas, although tha ordar raaains in affact and 
anforcaabla until it is aodifiad. If and vhan tha ordar 
ia aodifiad by a tribunal of anothar stata, tha 
principla of continuing, axclusiva jurisdiction is 
furthar ratifiad; tha ordar of tha Modifying tribunal 
bacoaas tha oparativa "only-ordar-in-affact."

Undar subaaction (a)(1), all parsons affactad by 
tha initial ordar aust have novad fron tha issuing atata
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before a tribunal in a naw forua may aodify. In 
virtually all caaas, tha naw forua will ba tha atata of 
raaidanca of aithar obligor or obligaa. Proof of thia 
aay ba aada diractly in tha forua atata; no purpoaa 
would ba aarvad by raquiring tha patitionar to ratura to 
tha original iaauing atata for a documant to confirm tha 
fact that nona of tha ralavant paraona atill livaa 
thara.

Hota that aubaaction (a)(1 ) raquiraa that tha 
patitionar ba a nonraaidant of tha forum in which 
modification ia aought and tha raapondant to ba aubjact 
to tha juriadiction of that forum. Thia contamplataa 
that tha iaauing atata haa loat continuing, axcluaiva 
juriadiction and that tha obligaa may seek aodification 
in tha obligor's atata of raaidanca, or that tha obligor 
aay seek a modification in tha obligaa'a atata of 
raaidanca. This raatriction attampts to achiava a rough 
juatica batwaan tha partiaa in tha majority of caaaa by 
pravanting a litigant froa chooaing to seek modification 
in a local court to tha mar)cad diaadvantaga of tha othar 
party. For axampla, an obligor viaiting tha childran at 
tha raaidanca of tha obligaa cannot ba validly aarvad 
with citation accoapaniad by a motion to modify tha 
aupport ordar. Evan though such paraonal aarvica of tha 
obligor in tha obligaa'a hoaa atata ia consistant with 
tha jurisdictional raquiaitaa of Burnham ▼. Suparior 
Court, 495 U.S. 604 (1990), tha motion to aodify doaa 
not fulfill tha raquiraaant of baing brought by "a 
[patitionar] who is a nonraaidant of thia Stata ...."
Tha obligaa is raquirad to make that motion in a atata 
othar than that of his or har raaidanca which haa 
parsonal juriadiction ovar tha obligor. Moat typically 
this will ba tha atata of raaidanca of tha obligor. 
Similarly, faimaaa raquiraa that an obligaa seeking to 
modify or aodify and anforca tha axisting ordar in tha 
stata of raaidanca of tha obligor will not ba subjact to 
a cross-motion to aodify custody or visitation aaraly 
bacauaa tha issuing stata has lost its continuing, 
axcluaiva jurisdiction ovar tha support ordar. Tha 
obligor is raquirad to make that action in a stata other 
than that of his or har raaidanca; most likely, tha 
obligaa'a stata of raaidanca. Finally, nota that if 
both partias hava laft tha issuing stata and now raaida 
in tha sama atata, this saction is not applicabla. Such 
a fact situation doaa not prasant an intarstata mattar 
and UIFSA doas not apply. Rathar, tha issuing stata has 
loat its continuing axcluaiva jurisdiction and tha forum 
stata, as tha raaidanca of both partias, should apply 
local law without ragard to tha interstate Act.
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Subsection (a)(2) allows tha partiaa to terminate 
tha continuing juriadiction of tha iaauing atata by 
agraaaant even though ona of tha partias or tha child 
■bintaina a significant naxus with tha iaauing atata.
In contrast to subaaction (a)(1), thia aust ba initiated 
and confirmad by tha iaauing atata and a copy of auch an 
agraaaant auat ba filad in tha issuing tribunal.

Modification of child aupport undar aubaactiona
(a)(l) and (a)(2 ) is distinct froa custody aodification 
undar tha fadaral Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act, 42 
U.S.C. s 1738A, which provides that tha court of 
continuing, axcluaiva jurisdiction may "decline 
jurisdiction." Siailar proviaiona ara found in tha 
UCCJA, $14. In thosa statutes tha methodology for tha 
declination of juriadiction ia not spelled out, out 
rather ia laft to tha discretion of possibly conpeting 
courts for caae-by-caaa determination. Tha privilege of 
declining jurisdiction, thereby creating tha potential 
for a vacuum, is not authorizad undar UIFSA. Onca an 
initial child support ordar ia established, at all times 
thereafter thara ia an axisting ordar in affact to ba 
enforced. Evan if tha iaauing court no longer haa 
continuing, axcluaiva juriadiction, ita ordar remains 
fully anforcaabla until a court vith modification 
juriadiction issues a naw ordar in conformance vith this 
articla.

Subsaction (b) atataa that if tha forum haa 
aodification jurisdiction becauaa tha isauing stata has 
lost continuing jurisdiction, tha proceedings will 
ganarally follow local law with regard to aodification 
of child aupport ordars. However, subaaction (c) 
prevents tha aodification of any final, nonmodifiabla 
aspect of tha original ordar. For axaapla, if child 
aupport was ordered through aga 21 in accordance vith 
tha lav of tho issuing stata and tha law of tha forum 
state ends tha aupport obligation at 18, aodification by 
tha forua tribunal may not affact tha duration of tha 
support ordar to ago 2 1 .

Subsaction (d) provides that upon aodification tha 
now ordar becomes tha ona-ordar to ba racognizad by all 
UIFSA statas, and tha Isauing tribunal acquires 
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction.

Finally, subsection (a) directs that tha original 
iaauing state ba notified that it no longer is 
responsible to axarcisa its continuing, axcluaiva 
jurisdiction.
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SECTION 612. RECOGNITION OF ORDER MODIFIED IN 

ANOTHER STATE. A tribunal of thia Stata ahall racogniza 

• »odification of ita aarliar child aupport ordar by a 

tribunal of anothar atata which aaauaad juriadiction 

purauant to a law aubatantially aiailar to thia [Act] 

and, upon raquaat, axcapt aa otharwiaa providad in thia 

[Act], ahall:

(1 ) anforca tha ordar that waa aodifiad only aa to 

aaounta accruing bafora tha aodification;

(2 ) anforca only nonaodifiabla aapacta of that

ordar;

(3) provida othar appropriata raliaf only for 

violationa of that ordar which occurrad bafora tha 

affactiva data of tha aodification; and

(4) racogniza tha modifying ordar of tha othar 

atata, upon ragistration, for tha purpoaa of 

anforcaaant.

COMMENT

Indapandant aupport ordara ralating to tha aaaa 
partiaa, a hallmark of RURESA, ara raplacad in UIFSA by 
dafaranca to tha aupport ordar of a aiatar atata. Thia 
appliaa not juat to tha original ordar, but alao to a 
aodifiad child aupport ordar iaauad by a aacond atata 
undar tha atandarda aatabliahad by Saction 611 
(Modification of Child Support Ordar of Anothar Stata). 
For tha Act to function proparly, tha original iaauing 
atata auat racogniza and dafar to auch a aodifiad ordar, 
and auat ragard ita prior ordar aa proapactivaly 
inoparativa. Bacauaa tha modifying tribunal lacks tha 
authority to diract tha original iaauing atata to 
ralaaaa ita continuing juriadiction, aach atata auat 
racogniza thia affact by anacting UIFSA.
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Povar ia ratainad ovar poat-aodification by tha 
original iaauing tribunal for raaadial actiona diractly 
connactad to ita nov-aodifiad ordar. A tribunal aay 
anforca ita aubaaquantly aodifiad ordar for violationa 
of that ordar vhich occurrad bafora tha aodification. 
Further, aapacta of tha original ordar that hava bacoaa 
£inal or ara not aodifiabla aay ba proapactivaly 
anforead by tha iaauing tribunal. I  or axaapla, a 
contractual obligation to provida a collaga aducation 
truat fund for a child aay ba anforcad undar tha lav of 
tha iaauing atata irraapactiva of tha lav of tha 
aodifying atata.
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A RT ICLE  7 .  DETERM INATION OF PARENTAGE

SECTION 701. PROCEEDING TO DETERMINE PARENTAGE.

(a) A tribunal of thia Stata nay aarva aa an 

initiating or raaponding tribunal in a procaading 

brought undar thia [Act] or a lav aubatantially ainilar 

to thia [Act], tha Unifora Raciprocal Enforcaaant of 

Support Act, or tha Raviaad Uniform Raciprocal 

Enforcaaant of Support Act to dataraina that tha 

[patitionar] ia a parant of a particular child or to 

dataraina that a [raapondant] is a parant of that child.

(b) In a procaading to dataraina parantaga, a 

raaponding tribunal of this Stata shall apply tha 

[Unifora Parantaga Act; procadural and aubatantiva lav 

of this Stata,] and tha rulaa of th.a Stata on choica of 

lav.

COMMENT

This articla authorizas a "pura" parantaga action 
in tha intarstata contaxt, 1 ,a. . an action not joinad 
vith a claia for support. Eithar tha aothar or a man 
allaging to ba tha father of a child may bring auch an 
action. Mora comaonly, an action to dataraina parantaga 
acroaa atata linas will also saefc to aatabliah a support 
ordar undar tha Act. Saa S 401 ([Patition] to Establish 
Support Ordar].

Parantaga actions undar UIFSA ara to ba traatad 
identically to such actions brought in tha raaponding 
ctata.
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SECTION 101. GROUNDS TOR RENDITION.

(a) For purpose* of this articla, "governor" 

include* en individual performing the function* of 

governor or th* executive authority of a etate covered 

by thia [Act].

(b) The governor of thia State aay:

(1) desand that the governor of another state 

surrender an individual found in the other state who is 

charged criminally in this State vith having failed to 

provide for the support of an obligee; or

(2) on the demand by the governor of another 

state, surrender an individual found in this State vho 

is charged criminally in the other state vith having 

failed to provide for the support of an obligee.

(c) A provision for extradition of individuals 

not inconsistent vith this (Act) applies to the deaand 

even if the individual vhose surrender is demanded was 

not in th* demanding stata vhan tha crime vas allegedly 

committed and haa not fled therefrom.

rOKNENT

Thia section trecJcs RURESA S 5 (Interstate 
Rendition) vith no substantive change. Virtually no 
controversy has been generated regarding this portion of 
RURESA. Arguably application of subsection (c) is 
problematical in situations in vhich tha obligor neither 
vas present in tha demanding stata at tha time of the 
coaaisaion of the crime nor fled from tha demanding 
stata. The possibility that an individual aay commit a

A RT ICLE  t .  INTERSTATE REN D IT IO N
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crima in a stata without avar baing physically prasant 
thara has alicitad considarabla discussion and aoaa casa 
lav. Saa L. Brilmayer, "An Introduction to Jurisdiction 
in tha American Fadaral Systaa," 329-335 (1986) 
(discussing sin isaua contacts theory for criainal 
jurisdiction); Rotanbarg, "Extraterritorial Lagislativa 
Jurisdiction and tha Stata Criainal Lav," 38 Tax. L.
Rav. 763, 784-87 (1960) (dua procaaa raquiraa 
dafandant's bahavior aust ba pradictably subjact to 
stata's criainal jurisdiction); cf. Za parts Beataehar, 
812 S.I f .2d 600 (Tax. Cria. App. 1991} (Equal Protaction ‘ 
Clausa liaits disparata traataant of nonraaidant 
dafandants); In ra ling, 3 Cal.3d 226, 90 Cal. Rptr. 15, 
474 P.2d 983 (1970, cart, daniad 403 U.S. 931) (anhancad 
offanaa for nonresidents ispacts constitutional right to 
traval).

SECTION 802. CONDITIONS OF RENDITION.

(a) Bafora asking daaand that tha govsmor of 

anothar stata surrender an individual chargad criminally 

in this Stata vith having failad to provida for tha 

support of an obligaa, tha govamor of this Stata aay 

raquira a proaacutor of this Stata to daaonstrata that 

at laast (60) days praviously tha obligaa had initiated 

procaadings for aupport pursuant to this (Act) or that 

tha procaading would ba of no avail.

(b) If, undar this (Act) or a lav substantially 

similar to this (Act), tha Onifora Raciprocal 

Enforcement of Support Act, or tha Revised Uniform 

Raciprocal Enforcaaant of Support Act, tha govamor of 

anothar stata makes a daaand that tha governor of this 

Stata surrandar an individual chargad criminally in that 

stata vith having failad to provida for tha support of a 

child or othar individual to whom a duty of support is
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owad, tha govamor aay raquira a prosacutor to 

irrvaatigata tha daaand and raport whathar a procaading 

for aupport has baan initiatad or would ba affactiva. If 

it appaars that a procaading would ba affactiva but has 

not baan initiatad, tha govamor may dalay honoring tha 

damand for a raaaonabla tiaa to parait tha initiation of 

a procaading.

(c) If a procaading for support has baan 

initiatad and tha individual whosa randition is damandad 

pravails, tha govamor nay daclina to honor tha daaand. 

If tha [patitionar] pravails and tha individual whosa 

randition is damandad is subjact to a support ordar, tha 

govamor aay daclina to honor tha daaand if tha 

individual is complying with tha support ordar.

COMMENT

This saction trades RURESA § 6 (Conditions of 
Intarstata Randition) without significant changa. 
Intarstata randition ramains tha last rasort for support 
anforcaaant, in part bacausa a govamor aay axarcisa 
considarabla discration in daciding whathar to honor a 
daaand for an obligor.
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A RT IC LE  9 .  M ISCELLANEOUS PR O V IS IO N S

SECTION 901. UNIFORMITY OF APPLICATION AND 

CONSTRUCTION. This [Act] shall b« applisd and construad 

to affactuata its ganaral purposa to oaka uniform tha 

law with raapact to tha subjact of this [Act] aaong 

statas anacting it.

SECTION 902. SHORT TITLE. This [Act] may ba citad 

as tha Unifora Intarstata Faaily Support Act.

COMMENT

Ranaaing tha Act raflacts tha draaatic dapartura 
froa tha structura of tha aarliar intarstata raciprocal 
support acts, UR\SA and RURESA.

SECTION 903. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any provision 

of this [Act] or its application to any parson or 

circuaatanca is hald invalid, tha invalidity doas not 

affact othar provisions or applications of this [Act] 

which can ba givan affact without tha invalid provision 

or application, and to this and tho provisions of this 

[Act] ara savarabla.

SECTION 904. EFFECTIVE DATE. This [Act] takas 

affact ........................................
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State of Alaska 
r x x l o - U - Ci i s m s t r x

A  L e g is la t iv e  S e rv ic e  A g e n c y

April 26. 1995

The Honorable Steve Frank. Co-Chairman 
The Honorable Rick Halford. Co-Chairman 
Senate Committee on Finance 
Alaska Legislature 
Stale Capitol. Room 532 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

Re Senate Bill 115 - Uniform Interstate Family Support Act <1 IFSAt 
Dear Chairman Frank and Chairman Halford

The Office o f the Ombudsman supports legislation to enact the Uniform Interstate 
Family Support Act (UIFSA) Two bills currently before the legislature. Senate Bill 115 
and House Bill 242. as introduced, would accomplish that objective. Senate Bill 115 was 
approved by the Senate Health. Education & Social Services Committee on April 12. and 
by the Senate Judiciary Committee on April 24. 1995. the bill has been referred to the 
Senate Finance Committee for further consideration

The National Conference o f Commissioners on Uniform State Laws drafted 
UIFSA to update the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement o f  Support Act (1 RESA) UIFSA 
would allow Alaska maximum flexibility in securing personal jurisdiction over an absent 
parent and would apply to all actions relating to establishment, modification and 
enforcement o f support orders and the determination o f parentage in cases in which the 
parties reside in different states This simplified process could mean more money for 
Alaskan parents to raise their children

Enactment o f UIFSA would assist many who have sought the Ombudsman’s help 
with the Alaska Child Support Enforcement Division (CSED). In Fiscal Year l lJ‘44 and 
Fiscal Year 1995, to date, the Ombudsman has assisted 1661 individuals with complaints 
against CSED. many o f whom were custodial parents who depend upon CSED to collect 
child support from an out-of-state parent A large number o f those complaints came from 
single parents concerned about the slow pace o f case establishment and child support 
collection Enactment o f UIFSA would streamline the establishment process which 
should, in turn, prompt speedier collections

Both the state and custodial parents would benefit from enactment o f I IFSA the 
State o f Alaska, because it could collect public assistance debts from absent patents, and 
custodial parents, because easier collection means money to raise their children Perhaps 
more important, increased collections may help reduce the number o f  custodial parents 
forced to go on public assistance when there is no other source o f support

Reply to

□  P O  Box 102630

Anchorage. AK 99510-2636 
(907) 269-5290 
(eOO) A/3-2624 

(FAX) 269-5291

P.O. Box 113000 

Juneau. A K 99311-3000 
(907) 465-4970 

(eCO) 478-4970 

(FAX) 465-3330

P O  Box 74353 
Fairbanks. AK 99707-1353 
(907) 451-2860 
(800) 478-3257 

iFAX) 451-2957



Senators Frank and Halford April 26. 1995

We urge the Finance Committee’s early, favorable consideration o f legislation that 
would codify UIFSA into Alaska law this session. Please call me ~ if my staff
and 1 can be o f further assistance.

cc The Honorable Tony Knowles. Governor o f Alaska 
Att’n: Pat Pourchot, Legislative Director 

Bruce M. Bothelo. Esq.. Attorney General 
Wilson L. Condon. Esq.. Commissioner. Department o f Revenue 
Glenda Straubc. Director. Child Support Enforcement Division. Department o f 

Revenue
Marilyn May. Esq . Assistant Attorney General. Department o f Law. Anchorage 
Deborah Behr. Esq.. Assistant Attorney General, Legislation/Regulations.

Department o f Law. Juneau, and Commissioner for Alaska. National Conference 
o f Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 

Arthur H Peterson. Esq.. Commissioner for Alaska. National Conference o f 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws

STUART C. HALL 
Ombudsman

SC H  esb
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
S TA TE OFFICE BUILDING 
P.O. SOX 110410 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 0410

April 7, 1995

The Honorable Rick Halford 
Alaska State Senate. Room 508 
State Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99801

re: SB115 and SB116

Dear Senator Halford:

Enclosed please find informational "bullets" pertaining to SB 116 related to 
paternity establishment, and SB 115 related to the Uniform Interstate Family Support 
Act (UIFSA). This information is being presented in the hopes that it might clarify how 
these two bills will enhance child support enforcement within this State and in co­
operation with other states which have implemented UIFSA.

If you desire additional information please contact Glenda Straube. Director. 
Chile Support Enforcement Division at (907) 269-6801.

Legislative Liaison 
Department Of Revenue

Enclosure

cc: Glenda Straube. Director. Child Support Enforcement Division

unn m



Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA)
HB 242 -SB 115

UIFSA provides improved procedures for establishing, modifying and enforcing child 
support orders where the obligor and the obligee reside in different states. Interstate 
cases represent about 44% of Alaska’s child support caseload. UIFSA has already 
been enacted by at least 21 states and may soon be required for continued federal 
funding.
This bill promotes efficiency and minimizes confusion, and should therefore result in 
additional child support collections. UIFSA:
•  Eliminates the multiple-order system existing under current law, whereby two 

or more states may each establish and enforce different child support 
judgments. UIFSA instead provides for one state to have 'continuing, exclusive 
jurisdiction’ and sets out the means for determining which state has that 
jurisdiction.

•  F.eccgrjzes the speed and efficiency of administrative action by allowing the 
support enforcement agency to establish paternity and to establish, modify or 
enforce a child support order without having to go through a court.

•  F-rovides broad long arm jurisdiction to reach out-of-state cbiigors to allow the 
fcnun state to obtain as much jurisdiction as is constitutionally permisscble.

•  Promotes efficiency by providing foi use of federal forms in all interstate cases 
exchange of child support information through, an interstate computer network, 
taking of testimony by telephone: electronic transmission cf documentor/ 
evidence; and special evidentiary rules to speed the introduction of evidence in 
support cases.

•  Allows direct income withholding -  a support order may be mailed directly to 
an obligor’s employer in another state, requiring immediate wage withholding, 
without first having a support hearing in that state (the cbiigor has the right to 
object ar.d request a hearing).

UIFSA represents a dramatic improvement over the sometimes haphazard or even 
chaotic circumstances surrounding child support orders under Alaska's current 
interstate support law, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act (URESA). 
The elimination of the multiple-order scenario alone justifies passage oi UIFSA that 
along ’with the many other benefits should assure widespread supper! among both 
obligees and obligors.



T o n v  K n o w l c s
G O V E R N O R

March 6. 1995

The Honorable Drue Pearce 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear President Pearce:

Under the authority of art III. sec. 18. of the Alaska Constitution. I am transmitting a bill 
relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Suppoit Act and the repeal of the Uniform 
Reciprocal Fnforccmcnt of Suppoit Act.

The bill would repeal the laws cuiicntlv found in AS 25.25. the Uniform Reciprocal 
Enforcement of Suppoit Act (URESA). and replace them with a new Uniform Act. the 
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA), with minor modifications. The bill also 
has the effect of amending Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure 79 and 82. and Alaska Rule 
o f Administration 9. secs. 6 and 7 of the bill. Under art. IV. sec. 15, of the Alaska 
Constitution, the legislature may change a court rule governing "practice and procedure." 
Although the bill has the effect o f amending a court rule relating to filing fees that is 
designated as an "administrative" rule, 1 believe that the rule affects individuals’ 
substantive rights regarding access to our justice system and. therefore, is one that the 
legislature is authorized to change. Additionally, the provision that has the effect of 
amending the administrative rule is an integral part of UIFSA.

The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act was draftcu to update URESA. The bill, like 
URESA. applies to those actions relating to the establishment, modification, and 
enforcement of support orders and the determination of parentage in situations in which 
the parties reside in more than one state.

A major feature of UIFSA is that it does not require icciprocity of laws between states in 
order to take action under its provisions. In order to ease the transition between URESA 
and UIFSA, the bill recognizes substantially similar state laws as equivalent to UIFSA for

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
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The Honorable Drue Pearce 
March 6. 1995 
Page 2

purposes of interstate actions, ike proposed AS 25.25.101(7) and (16) in sec. I of the 
bill. The bill also contains its own long-ann jurisdiction provision providing the home 
state of a supported family til-: maximum possible opportunity to secure personal 
jurisdiction over an absent parent.

The bill promotes, to the extent possible, the premise of continuing exclusive jurisdiction 
over support oiders. Under the law as it exists under URESA, multiple orders for child 
support often result. UIFSA seeks to limit the existence of multiple support orders by 
limiting the circumstances under which subsequent support orders may be entered in 
states other than the initiating state.
The bill also recognizes the growing use of administrative procedures in addition to or in 
place o f judicial proceedings in the establishment of paternity and the establishment and 
enforcement of support orders.

UIFSA was prepared by the National Conference of Commissioners on L'nilomi State 
Laws, which has approved and recommended it for enactment in all the states. Although 
it was first adopted by that conference in the summer of 1992, it has already been enacted 
in 21 states. Thetc are indications that it will be introduced in as many as eight states this 
year. It has been endorsed by the United States Commission on Interstate Child Support, 
the American Bar Association, and the Conference of Chief Justices, and the bill has the 
support of Alaska's child support enforcement agency Additional information from the 
National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws is available from my 
staff.
I urge your prompt consideration and passage of this bill

Sincciclv.



DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE: 

Judiciary Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 115 f*
Establishment, modification, and enforcement of support orders and the determination of parentage 
in situations involve j  more than one state; amending Alaska Rule of Administration 9; amending 
Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure 79 and 82; efd.

ancL' recommends:
| n/| lie replaced with S
| | adopt previous f / _  _ CS 
| | attached amendment(s)
I | adopt Letter ol Intent b y______
I | further referral to the_________

(j) p

 <________ > I

Senate Bill:
| l>ame title 

) |£/|iiew title
Mouse Bill: 
same title 

I | technical change 
| j new: SCR*______

Comniiitcc
Committee

s n ; \ i \ i ;+ u )  r  \ss o r 'X !IER RCCOUMEMjA 1 lo s s NR DM ’ I
AM

LS Ci

-^S <■ *

/  ] '  7

/ I s - -  ■_____• ^ t
,— ■ V

Dei ailment Date Zero Fiscal Department Date Zero Fiscal

U S S -  A f p o ~ > h H < f f - O .

m  j

> h \ < & ' 1 1 0

B J .  i \ h h < V

I | APPROPRIATION •• no fiscal note •include Hm .i I nnlrs aanni|ian}iriK (nnrrnor’s liill



SENATE COMMITTEE REr ORTI
First Committee of Referral

D A T E :  3 / 7 / 9 5

Date of 5-Day Notice:

FURTHEf^ J u d ic ia ^ )
Finance

DATE TURNED ^
INTO OFFICE: l S(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

FIESS Committee considered SB 115

Establishment, modification and enforcement of support orders and the determination of parentage 
in situations involving more than one state; amending Alaska Rule of Administration 9 and Alaska 
Rules of Civil Procedure 79 and 82: efd. I 3
and recommends: Senate Bill:

I | same title
| | be replaced with CS________________________ t_______ ) | j new title

House Bill:
I | adopt previous  CS__________________________ (_______ ) [ | same title

j j technical title
[ | attached amendments) I j new: SCR'______

adopt Letter ol Intent by 

further rclcrrul to the

Committee
Committee

s t a m x q  u o  r  yi.i( ( D r O T H E R  R E C O M M E S D A  H O N S N R D N P A M

hJIjkl

/ ? .  c 7  I L ^ U V

t /J  f .
C H A I R :  ^ ----------- -------------------------------------- .

N E W  F IS C A L N O TE IS ):
Dcpanmcm Pate Zero Fisea

^ f R F V H ) t . 7 j ) I S ( :  \ l .  N O T ! itS ):*
Dale Zero Fiscal

T ) l t e s -  • A ? t)c , f f l 5 17 o ' -
D C cmZ A  3 {5, / f 5
D o  d .  3 , 3 h 5 1 7 0 .
b o  L  3 A /q 5

j r f

1 I1—

| | APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal mile •inrlmJr fiscal miles uii'iimnjninj;




