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SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

DATE: 2 /2 3 /9 6 FURTHER:
r e p o r t : ;  *

S F C ____

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE: 3  

The Finance Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 419(STA)

"An Act relating to the disposal of property, including firearms and ammunition.”

and recom m ends:

[ ] be re p la c e d  w ith 

[ ] adopt p re v io u s

CS

CS

[ ] a ttached  am endm ent(s)

[ ] adopt L etter o f  In tent by 

[ ] fu rther referral to t h e ___

S e n a te  B ill:
[ ] sam e title 

) [ ] new  title
H o u se  B ill:

_) [ ] same title
[ j technical change 
[ ] new : SCR*_____

C om m ittee

C om m ittee

Department Date Zero Fiscal

[ ] A PPR O PR IA T IO N  — no fiscal note ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



1F IS C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA
199(5 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Version: cshb 419(sta ) 
(H) Publish Date: 1 /to /gf,

Revision Date: _____________________________
Title: 'An Act relating to the disposal of firearms and
ammunition by the state or a municipality,:________
Sponsor: Reo. Kott__________________________

Department Affected: Administration 
BRU: General Services___________
Component: Property Management

Requestor H (STA) COMPONENT SERIAL NO. _§1_

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 1 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LANC & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 p ’o p o 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING
oooo 0.0

oood

0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

I CHANGE IN REVENUES f1005) I 10 a I in a I 10 4 I 10 a I 10 A I 10 A |

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
OTHER

' ! i t
! 1 1 i

I 1 ! i
1 i I i
i 1 1 i
i i i

TOTAL L ... ! i i
Estimate of any current year (FY 96) cost: S. 
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 1 1
PART-TIME ! i 1 1
TEMPORARY 1 1 i 1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
Section 1: The bill gives the Commissioner of Public Safety disposal authority of firearms and ammunition that are 
unclaimed property used as evidence, property of unknown owners, and firearms forfeited under court order.

Section 2: The bill restricts disposal options of state firearms to destruction in specified circumstances, use by law 
enforcement organizations, and sales to licensed firearms dealers.

SJ-
Prepared by: Ouaan Petty. Director 
Oivisicn: General Services

Phone: 465-2250 
Date: _________

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Administration Date

Rev OV

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

C o m m i t t e e  copy ?39e—ofa-



FISCAL NOTE (

ANALYSIS: (continued)

1. Assumptions:

I . I Projected annual number of handguns
to be disposed of under the bill 100

1.2 Projected long-barreled rifles/shotguns disposed of 
under the bill

1.3 Estimated number of firearms of annual projection 
that qualify as unclaimed property, or have 
unknown owners

1.4 Estimated number of firearms of annual projection 
forfeited by order of the Court and disposed of by 
Public Safety other than through sales

1.5 Estimated annual number of collectibles under 
federal definition in annual projection

1.6 50% of forfeited firearms are declared surplus by 
the Department of Public Safety and transferred to 
DOA for disposal

1.7 The number of firearms destroyed is the same

1.3 Estimated average sales price to licensed dealers.
Average public disposal S165 ; "0% = SI 16.00

1.9 Ammunition disposal is negligible

2. DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION FISCAL IMPACTS

2.1 Handgun sales
PROPOSED BILL PROJECTED RECEIPTS 70 x SI 16.00
NET GAIN IN RECEIPTS

2.2 Long-barreled rifles and shotgun sales 
EXISTING PROJECTED RECEIPTS 
from sales to licensed dealers only 
PROPOSED BILL PROJECTED RECEIPTS 
NET LOSS OF RECEIPTS

2.3 Disposal of Collectibles 
Existing collectibles retained for display purpose 2 each = 0

PROPOSED BILL PROJECTED RECEIPTS 2 x S200 =
NET GAIN IN RECEIPTS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. H B419
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Page 2 of 3

34 x SI 16.00 

16x5116.00

35

30 handguns 
4 rifles

15 handguns 
10 rifles

1 handgun 
1 rifle

15 handguns 
10 rifles

S3,120.0
53,120.0

53.944.00

51.856.00 
S(2,OSS.OO)

S400.00
S400.00

Page 2 o f  3



I FISCAL NOTE
f

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB419
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

2.4 NET TOTAL PROJECTED PROGRAM RECEIPT IMPACT S6,432.0

GENERAL FUND IMPACTS
SALE OF UNCLAIMED PROPERTY OR FIREARMS WITH UNKNOWN OWNERS UNDER PUBLIC SAFETY’S 
AUTHORITY FUNDS GO TO GENERAL FUND

34x5116.00 = S3.9M.Q
TOTAL S 10.376.0

2.5 OPERATING EXPENDITURES UNDER THE PROPOSED BILL
DOA would receive more Firearms to dispose of on an annual basis. Additional expenditures for disposal sales of the 
additional firearms would be addressed within current funding levels.

Page 3 of 3 Page 3 o f  3



1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date: _________________
Title:

STATE OF A LA SKA

Disposal of firearms and ammunition bv the 
state and municipalities._______________

FISCAL NOTE

Dept. Affected: 
BRU:
Component:

Sponsor: Representative Kott
Requestor:________________

No. 2
(  'ill Version: cshb 419 (sta) 
(H) Publish Date: 1/30/96

Public Safetv
Alaska State Troopers 
Detachments_______

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0799

OPERATING FY 9“ FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -n- I -0-

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 
Revenue Code

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receiots
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Proaram
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL -n- -n- -0- -0- -0- -0-

Estimate of current year (FY 95) impact: S . 

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 o l 0 I 0 I 0
PART-TIME n 0 0 0 i o I 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 I 0 I n

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

This bill does not have a fiscal impact on the Division of Alaska State Troopers.

Lt. Dan Lowdcn
Alaska State Troopers

Prepared By:
Division: _________________________________________

Approved b'f Commissioner: V  J  ? R  x l  ̂  , _______
Agency: Ronald L. Otte. Department of Public Safety

Phone 465-5505 
Date: J <-uarv 24. 1996

Date: f

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y  Pase' ° "
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IJILL: SB 219 SHORT TITLE: DISPOSAL OF FIREARMS BY PUBLIC AGENCIES
BILL VERSION:
SPONSOR(S): SENATOR(S) MILLER,Leman,Sharp,Halford,Kelly,Taylor,Torgerson 
Green,Donley,Pearce

CURRENT STATUS: (S) JUD STATUS DATE: 02/13/96
THEN FIN

TITLE: "An Act relating to the disposal of firearms and ammunition by the state 
or a municipality."

01/12/96 2130 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRAL(S)
01/12/96 2130 (S) STA, JUD
01/31/96 2263 (S) STA RPT 4DP 1DNP
01/31/96 2263 (S) ZERO FISCAL NOTE(S) (DPS, DCRA)
01/31/96 2263 (S) REFERRED TO JUDICIARY
02/13/96 2409 (S) FIN REFERRAL ADDED
02/13/96 2409 (S) REFERRED TO JUD THEN FIN



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s FEB 2 8 1996

LABOR & COMMERCE. CHAIRMAN 
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS. CHAIRMAN 
COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
RESOURCES
INTERNATIONA! TRADE/TOURISM 
LEGISLATIVE C/ UNCIL

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: INTERIM:
10928 EAGLE RIVER ROAD, SUITE 141 
EAGLE RIVER, AK 99577 
PHONE (907) 694-8944 
FAX 694-8949
SESSION:
STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK 99801-1182 
PHONE (907) 465-3777 
FAX (907)465-2819

TO :

FR O M :

D A T E :

SUBJECT:

M E M O R A N D U M

S e n a to r  R ick  IT a lfo rd , C o -C h a ir , S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  
S e n a to r  S te v e  F ra n k , C o -C h a ir , S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  P e te  Kotc, S 
CS H B  419CSTA), D is p o ia l m s a n d  a m m u n it io n

F e b ru a ry  2 8 ,1 9 9 6

R e q u e s t fo r a C o m m itte e  H e a r in g  o n  CS H B 419(ST A )

N

I w o u ld  lik e  to  re s p e c tfu lly  r e q u e s t  th a t  a S e n a te  C o m m itte e  h e a r in g  b e  h e ld  a t  
y o u r  e a r l ie s t  c o n v e n ie n c e  o n  C S  FIB 419(ST A ).

T h is  b ill w o u ld  s ta b il iz e  th e  c o n s ta n t  r e c e n t  f lip -f lo p s  in  a d m in is t r a t io n  p o lic y  
th is  p a s t  y e a r  o n  th e  sa le  o f c o n f is c a te d  f ire a rm s , ex cess  s e rv ic e  re v o lv e rs , a n d  
a m m u n it io n . It w o u ld  r e q u ire  all h a n d g u n s  to b e  so ld  to  a fe d e ra l ly  lic e n se d  
f ire a rm s  d e a le r , w h o  in  tu rn  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  se ll th em  to  th e  p u b lic , in s te a d  o f  
ju s t  to  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t o ffic ia ls  (w h ic h  is th e  c u r re n t  a d m in is t r a t io n  p o licy ). By 
a llo w in g  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  to  d is p o s e  o f a ll u n s a fe  f ire a rm s  first, 
a n d  th e n  h a v in g  th e  lic e n se d  d e a le r  d o  a  b a c k g ro u n d  ch eck  b e fo re  se llin g  th em  
to  th e  p u b lic , th e  c o n c e rn s  o f  p u b lic  s a fe ty  h a v e  b e e n  a d d re s s e d . F in a lly , th e  b ill 
w o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  a llo w  a r e v e n u e  s t r e a m  fro m  th e  sa le  o f  s u c h  g u n s  to  c o n tin u e .

T h e re  is a c o m p a n io n  b ill, SB 219 b y  S e n a to r  M ille r. T h e  o n ly  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  
th e m  is th a t  th e  C S  fo r H B  419(ST A ) re m o v e d  la n g u a g e  th a t  w o u ld  re q u ire  
m u n ic ip a l  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t a g e n c ie s  to  b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  b ill a lo n g  w ith  s ta te  
la w  e n fo rc e m e n t ag en c ie s . T h e  s p o n s o r  o f  SB 219 c o n c u rs  w i th  th is  a m e n d m e n t .

A tta c h e d  a re  th e  fo llo w in g  d o c u m e n ts  fo r  y o u r  re fe re n c e  a n d  use:

Bill H is to ry  
S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t 
S e c tio n a l A n a ly s is  
F iscal N o te  
B a c k g ro u n d

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s , p le a s e  c o n ta c t  m e  o r  m y  a id e  R o g e r  P o p p e , a t  3777.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e  K o t t



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

'.ABOfl 4 COMMERCE. CHAIRMAN 
MILITARY 4 VETERANS AFFAIRS, CHAIRMAN

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

COMMUNITY i  REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
RESOURCES
NTERNATXXAL TRADE / TOURISM 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

SESSION:
STATE CAPfTOL 
JUNEAU. AK 99601-1132 
PHONE !907) N55-3777 
FAX (907) A6S-2819

INTERIM:
10928 EAGLE RIVER ROAD, SUITE HI 
EAGLE RIVER. AK 99577 
PHONE (907) 634-6944 
FAX 8W-8949

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
C S  H B  419 (ST A )

It h a s  lo n g  b een  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is tr a tio n ’s S ta te  a n d  
F e d e ra l P ro p e r ty  M a n a g e m e n t p ro g ra m  to a u c tio n  o ff ex cess se rv ice  re v o lv e rs , 
c o n f isc a te d  f ire a rm s , a n d  a m m u n it io n . T h is  a c tiv ity  h a s  b een  a so u rc e  o f re v e n u e  
fo r th e  p ro g ra m  in  th e  p a s t, a n d  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  a  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  g u n  co llec to rs  
c o u ld  o b ta in  co llec tib le  item s, as  w e ll as  a m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  th e  g e n e ra l  p u b lic  
c o u ld  o b ta in  g u n s  a n d  a m m u n itio n .

In  a 1995 c h a n g e  in  A d m in is tra tio n  p o licy , o n ly  h u n t in g  rif le s  a n d  sh o tg u n s  
w o u ld  b e  so ld  a t p u b lic  a u c tio n , b u t  h a n d g u n s  w o u ld  be d e s tro y e d . T h e re fo re , 
o n  O c to b e r  2 5 ,1 9 9 5 , th e  s ta te  d e s tro y e d  so m e  50  w e a p o n s , w ith  a n  e s t im a te d  
m a rk e t  v a lu e  o f $13,925. R e s p o n d in g  to  th re a te n e d  la w su its  a n d  th e  s u b m is s io n  
o f le g is la tiv e  b ills o n  th is m a tte r , th e  a d m in is tra tio n  in  J a n u a ry  o n c e  a g a in  
c h a n g e d  its  p o licy , th is  tim e  to c o n fo rm  to m a n y  o f th e  e s se n tia l fea tu re s  o f  th is  
b ill. C u r re n t ly ,  b o th  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  a n d  th is  b ill n o w  h a v e  th e  g u n s  b e in g  
so ld  to  a fe d e ra lly  licen se d  f ire a rm s  d e a le r . T h e  k ey  d iffe re n c e  is th a t the 
a d m in is t r a t io n  w a n ts  th a t d e a le r  to  se ll th e  g u n s  a n d  a m m u n it io n  o n ly  to  la w  
e n fo rc e m e n t o ffic ia ls  a n d  ag en c ie s , w h ile  th is  b ill w o u ld  r e q u ire  th a t th e  d e a le r  
se ll th e m  to th e  p u b lic .

A s id e  fro m  re v e n u e s  th a t p u b lic  sa le  o f th e  g u n s  a n d  a m m u n itio n  w o u ld  
g e n e ra te , b o th  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  a n d  the  b ill s p o n s o r  a re  co n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  
is s u e  o f  p u b lic  sa fe ty . T h is b ill w o u ld  d e a l w ith  th is  co n ce rn  in  tw o  w a y s . F irs t, 
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f P u b lic  S a fe ty  c o u ld  o n ly  p a ss  o n  to th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f 
A d m in is tr a tio n  f ire a rm s  a n d  a m m u n it io n  it d e e m e d  to  b e  se rv ic eab le  a n d  sa fe . 
S e c o n d , th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f A d m in is tra tio n  c o u ld  th en  o n ly  d isp o s e  o f th e m  to  a 
fe d e ra lly  lic e n se d  f ire a rm s  d e a le r ., w h o  w o u ld  th e n  sell th em  to th e  p u b lic . By 
d o in g  a  b a c k g ro u n d  check  o n  a n y  p u rc h a s e r  b e fo re  sa le , th e  licen se d  d e a le r  
w o u ld  th u s  e n s u re  th a t  th e se  ite m s  w o u ld  n o t b e  s o ld  to so m e o n e  w ith  a fe lo n y  
re c o rd . T h u s , p u b lic  sa fe ty  is p ro te c te d , a s ta te  re v e n u e  so u rc e  can  c o n tin u e  to  b e  
m a in ta in e d , a n d  h a n d g u n s  a n d  a m m u n it io n  can  s till b e  o b ta in e d  b y  th e  p u b l i c

In  a  C o m m itte e  S u b s titu te  in  H o u s e  S ta te  A ffa irs , re fe ren ce s  in  th e  b ill to in c lu d e  
m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  in  th is  bill w e re  d e le te d , as th is  w a s  seen  as a n  issu e  o f local
c o n tro l.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

COMMUNITY 1 regional affairs 
RESOURCES

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

NTERNATIONAL TRADE / TOURISM 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

LASCfl 4 COMMERCE. CHAIRMAN 
MILITARY 4 VETERANS AFFAIRS, CHAIRMAN

SESSION:
STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK 99601-1182 
PHONE (907) 465-3777 
FAX (907) A65-2819

INTERIM:
10928 EAGLE RIVER ROAD. SURE 141 
EAGLE RIVER. AX 99577 
PHONE (907) 684-8944 
FAX 694-8949

S E C T IO N A L  A N A L Y S IS  
C S  H B  419(ST A )

S e c tio n  #1: A llo w s  s ta te  a n d  m u n ic ip a l  law  e n fo rc e m e n t a g e n c ie s  to d is p o s e  o f 
a ll r e c o v e re d , se iz e d , o r  a b a n d o n e d  p ro p e r ty  a t  a sa le . W ith  re s p e c t  to  f ire a rm s  
a n d  a m m u n it io n , h o w e v e r , s ta te  a g e n c ie s  h a v e  to  fo llo w  th e  d isp o s a l p ro c e d u re s  
s e t  o u t  in  S ec tio n  4 o f th is  b ill.

S e c tio n  #2: A llo w s th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  to d is p o s e  o f  d e a d ly  
w e a p o n s  th a t  h a v e  b een  fo rfe ite d  to th e  s ta te  b e c a u se  th ey  w e re  in  the  p o s se s s io n  
o f, o r  u s e d  b y , a  d e fe n d a n t  in  th e  c o m m iss io n  o f a c rim e , e x c e p t fo r  f ire a rm s  a n d  
a m m u n it io n .

S e c tio n  #3: A d d s  a n e w  s ta tu to r y  s u b s e c tio n  to  th e  d is p o s a l o f d e a d ly  w e a p o n s  
to  c o v e r  th e  f ire a rm s  a n d  a m m u n i t io n  e x e m p te d  in  S ec tio n  #2. U n d e r  th is  
se c tio n , f ire a rm s  a n d  a m m u n i t io n  fo rfe ite d  as d e a d ly  w e a p o n s  sh a ll  a lso  be 
d is p o s e d  o f in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  S e c tio n  4 o f th is  bill.

S e c tio n  #4: F ire a rm s  a n d  a m m u n it io n  o b ta in e d  b y  th e  s ta te  th ro u g h  s u rp lu s ,  
a b a n d o n m e n t ,  o r  fo rfe itu re  s h a ll  b e  s o ld  to  a fe d e ra lly  lic e n se d  f ire a rm s  d e a le r . 
E x e m p t fro m  th is  p ro c e d u re  a re  f ire a rm s  a n d  a m m u n it io n  th a t  a re  o b ta in e d  
th ro u g h  fo rfe itu re s  re la te d  to  c r im e s  in v o lv in g  c o n tro lle d  su b s ta n c e s , th o se  n o t  
s e rv ic e a b le  o r  sa fe , o r  th o se  n o t  le g a l fo r  a  licen se d  d e a le r  to  p o sse ss .
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7 Ingram  9  m il f'»t>  /•*tJ I 9  n v n |! 2 3 4 5 Au4o{ Pub iic  S a fe ly 8 7 8 8 6 E x c e s s ( 1 5 0 .0 0 ( 0.00
8 In teratec  22 r a (  /  (T*fi 2 2 104 3 7 31  j Aulo Pub lic  S a fe ly 3 7 1 9 1 ForttN ure (7 9 5 .r o io o o

• R P f l, Inc / /  (> 9 m m i4 5 3 0 7 0 Aulo Pub lic  S a le ly 6 7 8 8 6 E x c e s s  \ ( 1 5 0 .0 0 ( 0.00
io Ingram  9  mil , /  ' , 7, 9  mm 2 -2 0 0 0 4 5 0 Aulo Public S a fe ly 6 7 8 8 6 E x c e s s  \ (7 9 5 .0 0 ( 0.00
11 In ltrd ynam lc  9  mil 9  \ ib 6 mm 0055 7 Aulo Pub lic  S a fe ty 6 7 8 8 6 E x c e s s j i i o . 6o I 0.0D

<2 Cortoay 9 m il \  1V 9  mm 8 9 0 0 2 3 5 9 7 Aulo Pub lic  S a l t l y 8 7 6 8 6 E x c e s s ( 2*0 <W t o . ®

13 Cortoay 8 m il \  ( 1 ft 1 0 m m 8 9 0 0 2 3 5 9 8 Aulo PubNc S a fe ly 6 7 8 8 6 E x c e s s  / ( 2*6.00 io .a b

14 CM 222 f t 223 M H 024682 Aulo Pub lic  S a le ly 5 9 8 2 5 Forfe itu re (9 7 5 .0 0 ( a d o

13 H A R  1 0  gauge , Md 170 10 ga lA X 675811 under 10‘ S in g le Pub lic  S a le ly 8 7 8 8 6 E x c e s s $ 1 45 .0 0 $0*

18 M osstoetg. Md 6 0 0  AT ^  J 1 2 g a |G 8 5 8 7 7 8 undar 16" Pum p Pub lic  S a fe ly 8 7 7 0 5 E x c e s s (1 7 5 .0 0 io .c o

17 H ( R  S u rv iv a l RWe ( 1 2 - 1 8 1 ^ ) 1 9  CX} 22 41043 under 1 5 ' S in g le Pub lic  S a le ly 8 7 8 8 6 E x c e s s (6 5 .0 0 (o .a>

IB F la ,M d t F X 2 2  0  Vf ( f t ' 22 1X 56762 R ev P u b lic  S a fe ty 5787* U ncla im ed (6 5 .0 0 DemegadjO.CO

19 TUon T iger 3 9  I* gA  ( [ s 38 0 0 6 1 4 2 0 Aulo Pub lic  S a fe ty 37 19 * U nc la im ed 11*6.00 i l i a  CS

20 Roger BtaclihawK 41 P  > l) (W •41 (4 7 -2 0 4 2 2 - > — R ev Pub lic  S a fe ty 3 7 1 9 - t i  16.00 t 20dCD

21 Sm ith  A W asso n  357 . Md 2 7 - 2 5 0  j t t ) l 3 5 7 |N 2 0 0 5 8 0 R ev PubNc S a fe ly 3 7 1 9 - Fo rfe itu re (2 9 5 .0 0 (M O . 6 0

22 fcugerO m ll ? I ] ! ) 9  m m l3 0 l- 5 1879 Aulo Pub iic  S a fe ty 3719* Forfe itu re (2 6 5 .0 0 ( 225/6
23 Sm ith A W atso n  22 . Md 4 M  5 |  I f f ) 2 2 I2 4 3K 9 1 5 I R e v P u b iic  S a la ly 3 7 9 0 - Forfe itu re (2 9 5 .0 0 liio .fo
24 Roger 3 5 7  V (A J 3 5 7 I5 7 IO I2 5 7 1 R ev Pub lic  S a la ly 3 7 1 9 - Forfe itu re ( 2 7 0 .0 0 ( i ia .o O

2 5 B e r th a  3 8 0  p  { P  f l f ) 3 8 0 A 24560Y Aulo P ub lic  S a fe ty 3 7 1 9 - For fa ilu re 1 2 4 5 .0 0 i i i o .06
28 -lam a  4 5  ftV  •7 ’ 45 A 85675 Aulo P ub lic  S a fe ly 3 7 1 9 - Fo rfe itu re ( 2 4 8  00 W d o .fo

2 7 .o rcin  2 5  f  l o  (U 25 168197 Aulo Pub lic  S a le ly 3 7 1 9 . Fo rte flu re (1 3 0 .0 0 iloo .oO

2 8  1 P * l { 10. 22 735751 R ev Pub iic  S a fe ly 37191 Uncial rrsed (1 8 5 .0 0 ( I 5 0 . c6

2 9  <Drosaman PeNel f  -  V\ 0 5 *4008 Air P ub iic  S a le ly 3 7 191 U nc la im ed (3 5 .0 0 ( 25/0
3 0  f?«r * 3 4 ?  , p  ^  a 3 5 7 7 2 -4 2 3 9 0 R ev PubNc S a le ly 3 7 IB | PorieN u ie * 2 7 0 .0 0 1 2 5 0 . ( 0
31 C:oH 3 5 7 ;  Md Trooper MKV V , (V ) 35 7  (12105V R ev Pub lic  S a le ly 3 7 1 9 1 Fo rfe itu re ( 2*0.00 ' I 3 J £ W

P a g *  1



W EA PO N S OESTROYEO 

P R O P E R T Y  DESTRUCTION * 2 3 5 7 4  

S E P T E M B E R  13. 1995

i : C lock 10 mil $ f*J ($) 10 mm u m io o u s Aulo Pub lic  Safety 37191 Forfttlu ra 5 4 > J # J w t f .W

i : SmHh 4  W esso n  3 4 .Md W * S ^ 30 103391 R ev Pub lic  S a le ly 37191 Unknown 11 9 0 .0 0 -w a s
34 CoB 2 2 , Md H untsm m  y » f  (?) 1 22 0 5 I7 2 « )S Aulo P ub lic  S a le ly 37101 Forfeiture iiii.o o * 5 »  6 6
33 Sm ith 4  W e sso n  4 5  (7 / I f c 45 THA500I Aulo Pub lic  S e lc ly 37191 Forfeiture * 4 3 4 .0 0 ■ M ’ v .t m

38 AJlIT 3 0 0  . V  7,fc, 3 8 0 D04 4 70 Aulo Pub lic  Safety 37191 Forfeiture tIT c .c o —  H W ! 6 6 '
37 In le n rm s  3 0  0*7 33 0 4 0 4 0  14 Aulo Pub iic  S a fe ly 37191 U nclaimed 1 2 4 1 .6 0 12D0.6O
30 B a ika l KB Inc f - l f I i K ' 30 0 A 012738 Aulo Pubiic S a fe ly 37191 Forfeiture 1 1 2 0 .0 0 S io o .o o
3 9 IRufler 3 5 7  B leckbaw t f  -  • ih 357 i3599*> Rev PuW k S a le ly 37191 Forfeiture 1 2 1 0 .0 0 * 1 0 0 .9 0
40 |Sm 44h A W esso n  30 , Md S fir - ^7 f i t ) 30 3 3 0 2 1 j R e v | C o llec tion s 0 0 9 1 7 E x c e s s 5 2 .2 5 0 0 j f c o .o o
4 l |s m H h i  W e sso n  3 3 7 357 A O C0483 R ev i C o llec tion s 6 8 9 1 7 E x c e s s J 2 6 5 .0 0 l i i o . o o
O jS inH h 4  W esson  3 3 7 357IA W F4 747  | R e v i Corrections 6 0 9 1 7 E x c e s s  | 1 2 6 5 .0 0 * 3 1 0 0 0

L  -J2\ Sm Bh & W esso n  3 5 7  1 3 5 7 iA O E 2J I7  1 Re v i Corrections! 6 0 0 1 7  : E x c e s s X 26 5 0 0 5 3 1 0 .0 0

. W Sm ith 4  W e sso n  3 5 7  : 35 7 'A B C 436 fl • • R e v ' C o n ed io n s 6 0 9 1 7 E x c e s s 5 2 0 5 .0 0 4 2 1 0 .0 0
4 5 |S n 9 lh  A W e sso n  3 5 7  jh  [ I 1'), 357IA A H 0261 | i R ev Corrections 6 0 9 1 7  1 E x c e s s S20& .00 4 2 1 0 .0 0
4 e ism « h  A W e sso n  3 5 7  i 3 5 7  A BC 3039 • _ _ 4 R ev C o n ed io n s 6 0 9 1 7  j E x c e s s  | 5 2 6 5 .0 0 1 3 1 0 .0 0
47 Sm ith 4  W e sso n  3 S 7 357 IA C L5362 ' R ev C o n ed io n s 60 91 7  I E x c e s s  | 5 2 6 5 .0 0 1 2 1 0 .0 0
40 Sm llh  4  W e sso n  3 5 7  1 357 .A C L5E07 1 R ev i Correr.lwns 6 0 9 1 7 E x c e s s  | 5 2 6 5 .0 0 5 2 1 0 .0 0
4 0  !Sm ith 4  W e sso n  3 5 7 357 |A 8C 3O 04 . R e v C o n e d io n j 0 0 9 1 7 E x c e s s  ' 5 2 6 5 .0 0 5 2 1 0 .0 0
SO :3m lth A W e sso n  3 5 7 3 5 7 |a OBOOOO ■ R ev : C o n ed io n s 60 91 7 E x c e s s  | S 26S .00 5 2 1 0 .0 0

- - ( f i l l  I 1r 1 1 . • I I 1 J 1 3 .9 2 5 .0 0 *6.365.00
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B y  S H E IL A  TO O  H E Y

Darfy News reporter
T he K now les ad m in is­

tra tio n  has hacked o ff its 
decision to  destroy sUge 
su rp lu s  guns rather th in  
se lf  them  a t auction, as has 
been  the practice.

C itin g  ’’lo ts  of in p u t 
from  the public,” Pubiic 
S afe ty  Com m issioner Ron 
O tte  said legal p " * '  the 
s ta te  can 't use w ill now be 
sold to a licensed dealer 
w ho  p ro m ises  to rese ll 
them  only to police officers 
and  law  enforcement agen­
cies.

The retrenchm ent Is "a 
good first s te p ” toward se t­
tling  a law suit filed in Sep­
tem ber by the Alaska Gun 
Collectors Association, said 
a tto rn ey  W ayne Anthony 
Ross.

B ut it's  not enough, said 
Ross, who represen ts the 
gun collectors.

"T o res tric t sales to po­
lio* officers doesn't m ake 
se n se ,"  Ross sa id . "T he 
id ea  of b an n in g  citizens 
from  purchasing them  is 
p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  re p u g ­
n a n t."

Reflecting a position he 
firs t adopted  when he was 
m a y o r  o f A nchorage, 
Knowles decreed .. in Sep­
tem ber th a t the 300 o r so 
so iled , found a n d  s u r p l u s  

h a n d g u n s  Ln th e  i th to 's  
possession should not rb* 
re tu rn ed  to the street by 
auctioning  them  to the gen­
e ra l public, as had been 
dom- for a t least 10 years.

In  .A gtast run, SO guns 
w ere cut up  by welders on 
Sep t. 14. a f te r  a Superior 
C ourt lodge refused to is­
sue d r ta q u a c t io a  't o  stop 
th e ir 'd es tru c tio n . Roes a r­
gued th a t Inadequate ef­
fo rts had been made to 
find the  owners of the lost 
an d  u nc laim ed  w eapons, 
th a t  m any of the guns were 
collector's Items or otber-

PIseM see Page B-3, OUMi

S t a t e ’ s

g u n s

s p a r e d

Buyers limited 
to peace officers

G U N S :  S t a t e  s c r a p s  p l a n  

t o  d e s t r o y  s u r p l u s  s t o c k

Continued from Page S-1
wise valuab le , and  th a t it 
was illegal to destroy  s ta te  
p ro p e rty  th a t  co u ld  be 
p ro fitab ly  sold.

The sub tex t of the  d is­
pute is the  old good guns 
vs. bad guns debate. The 
adm inistra tion  and a local 
victim s’ group th in k  reduc­
ing the num ber of hand­
guns in circu lation  w ill re­
duce th e  num ber used in  
crimes, t  Ro*d and  h is £61- 
leaguea say  g u n s a re n ’t 
bad. b a & th a t people who 
m isu M 'tn im  a n .

Knowles s till does not 
want to  sell handguns to 
the public, O tte  sa id . "H e 
simply does n o t th in k  th a t 
Is good policy ."

But the reaction  to  de­
stroying the guns — de­
scribed by  O tte  as " fa ir ly  
m ixed” — w as ap p aren tly  
critical enough to convince 
the adm in istra tion  to aban­
don the  new policy.

Now only  illegal or me­
chanically unsafe w eapons 
w ill be d e s tro y e d , O tte  
said. Long guns w ill be 

* so ld , a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
planned. A ntiques, curios

and co llec tib le s  w ill be 
kept and perhaps given to 
m useum s. S o m e of th e  
guns w ill be loaned to gun 
sa fe ty  p ro g ram s a ro u n d  
the s ta te  for use In fire­
arm s education.

A dditionally , a b e tte r  in­
ventory system  w ill be de­
signed and b e tte r  efforts 
made to find ow ners before 
anything is sold. Inven to ­
ries w ill be m ade availab le  
to police agencies around 
the sta te  who m igh t be 
able to use som e of the 
weapons.

Sales of w h a t’s le ft w ill 
be restric ted  to  police offi­
cers and Law enforcem ent 
agencies.

'T h is  m eets all of the 
tests of all th e  people the 
governor has heard  fro m ,” 
Otte said W ednesday.

It doesn 't m eet Ross's 
test. And be doubts the 
board of th e  A laska Gun 
Collectors A ssociation  w ill 
agree to d ism iss the law- 
n u t. " I’m  p leased  w ith  th is 
f irs t s te p ,"  R oss sa id . 
"P robab ly  th e  next s tep  is 
to work w ith  the Legisla­
ture to fine tu ne  how  they 
will be required  to  dispose 
of them ."

. o ;

U
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

J L'N EAU

Ja n u a ry  29, 1996
J

F IE L D (T itle )  F E E L D (F nam e) F IE L D (ln am e)
F IE L D (A d d re s s )
F IE L D fC ity ), F iE L D (S ta te )  F IE L D (Z ip )

D ear F IE L D (S a l):

T h a n k s  fo r y o u r c o m m e n ts  ab o u t the  s ta te ’s d isp o sa l o f  su rp lu s  an d  co n fisca ted  
h an d g u n s . M y o ffice  h ea rd  from  p eo p le  on  both  s id es  o f  the issue . W e lis ten ed , bu t m y 
p o s itio n  is still the  sam e: T h e  s ta te  w ill n o t au c tio n  h an d g u n s to  the g en era l p u b lic .

T h is  is no t an an ti-g u n  p o licy ; it’s an  an ti-c rim e  po licy . I d o n ’t b e lie v e  the s ta te  sh o u ld  be 
in the  a rm s b u sin ess . In stead , w e sh o u ld  be d o in g  all w e can to m ak e  o u r s tree ts  sa fe r  for 
A la s k a 's  ch ild ren  an d  fam ilies. T h is  isn ’t an  u nu su al policy . M an y  ju r is d ic tio n s  a ro u n d  
the c o u n try  re fu se  to se ll co n fisca ted  o r su rp lu s  h an d g u n s to the p ub lic .

H e re 's  h o w  m y p o licy  w orks:

1. W eap o n s w h ich , a cco rd in g  to s ta te  law , a re  d eem ed  u n sa fe , u n la w fu l, o r  
p o ten tia lly  h arm fu l to the p ub lic  w ill be d estro y ed .

2. E very  e ffo rt w ill be m ad e to  re tu rn  s to len  o r u n c la im e d  firea rm s to th e ir  righ tfu l
o w n ers .

L o n g -b arre led  rifles and  sh o tg u n s  w ill be so ld  to licen se d  firea rm s d e a le rs  for 
sa le  to the p ub lic . Such g u n s  h av e  a lw ay s been  m ade a v a ila b le  to the p u b lic .

4. A n tiq u es , cu rio s , and co llec tib le s , as d efin ed  by federa l firea rm s re g u la tio n s , w ill 
be held  for d isp lay  p u rposes.

T h e  D ep a rtm en t o f  P ublic  S afe ty  an d  local law  e n fo rc e m e n t ag en c ie s  in A la sk a  
u  ill be a llo w ed  to o b ta in  any  n eed ed  w eap on s.
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6. O th er s ta te  ag en c ies , like F ish  and G am e, N a tu ra l R e so u rc es , and  C o rrec tio n s , 
w ill be a llo w ed  to o b ta in  a n y  n eed ed  w eap o n s.

7. C e rtified  gun sa fe ty  p ro g ra m s  w ill be a llo w ed  to o b ta in  firea rm s u sefu l fo r th e ir 
p urp o ses .

8. A ll rem ain in g  firea rm s w ill be o ffe red  by b id  to  licen se d  firea rm  d ea le rs , 
p rov id ed  they  a re  so ld  o n ly  to ce rtified  law  e n fo rc e m e n t o ffice rs  o r  law  
en fo rce m en t o rg a n iz a tio n s .

T he deta ils  o f  th is p o licy  w e re  w o rk e d  out by the d ep a rtm en ts  o f  P u b lic  S afe ty , 
A d m in istra tio n , and  R ev en u e . I am  p ro u d  o f  th e ir e ffo rts . W h ile  m ak in g  u sefu l w e ap o n s 
availab le  to law  en fo rce m en t o rg a n iz a tio n s  an d  o th e r ag en c ie s , th is p o licy  a lso  fu lfills  m y 
m ain  o b jec tive : T o  do w h a te v e r  I can  to m ake the  stree ts  o f  A la sk a  sa fer.

I firm ly bel ieve th a t k eep in g  th e  s ta te  o u t o f  the arm s b u s in ess  is o n e  w ay  to do  th is , and 
I 'm  co n fid en t m ost A la sk an s ag ree .

T hanks ag ain  for your c o m m en ts .

Sincerely.

T d b y  K now les 
Govern* r
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DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
P 0. SOX 110200 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 90311-Q2CG

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER /

T o: D istribu tion  D ate: January 19, 1996

Phone: 465-2200

F ro m : M ark B o v e r y O j B t ^ / ^
C om m issioner *
D epartm ent o f  A dm inistration

l n e . { i p
n ssioq er^

Ron O ne 
C om m issio t 
D epartm ent S f Public Safety

S u b je c t: Firearm s D isposition Policy

The State o f  A laska shall no longer sell firearms directly  to the general public. Firearm  sales are not 
a core service o f  state governm ent and are best conducted by qualified licensed firearm s dealers. 
L ong-baneled  rifles and shotguns w ill be sold only to qualified  licensed fir in n s  dealers who 
devote time and attention  to the sale o f  firearms in the regular course o f  their business and possess 
expertise and know ledge to serve those interested in purchasing firearms.

Unsafe, unlawful firearm s, or those deem ed potentially harm ful to the public safety by the 
D epartm ent o f  Public Safety, shall continue to be destroyed. Firearms useful to local law 
enforcem ent agencies, certified gun safety program s, and state agencies will be re-utilized to 
m axim ize benefit and  reduce costs for those program s.

H andguns shall be d isposed o f  or reissued iu a m anner designed to avoid the potential o f  future 
m ishap, accident, o r im proper or illegal use. Handguns m ay only be sold to qualified licensed 
firearm s dealers who devote time and attention to the sale o f  firearms in the regular course o f  their 
business, possess expertise and know ledge to serve those purchasing the handgun, and agree only to 
resell the handgun for the sole use in law  enforcem ent activities.

On rare occasions, a state agency may come into the possession  o f  firearms that are antiques, 
collectibles, or curios. Firearm s m eeting the definition o f  antique, collectible, or curio set out in 
Federal Firearm s R egulation, Part 178, Title 27, will be retained for future use or display or made 
available to publicly  ow ned m useum s.

B9LH



M

LiU Offices of 

ROSS ft MINER

A Professional Corporation
327 East Firewced Lane, Suite 201 

Anchorage. Alaska 99503
(907) 276-Sj07 
(907) 276-6672 - FAX

• January 4 , 1996 

To the m em bers o f the Alaska Legislature:

Re: W ilful destruction o f valuable State property  by State officials; 
Lawsuit filed by AK Gun Collectors A ssociation to attempt to end 
such practice

Dear L egislator:

O n June 20, 1995, M ark Boyer, C om m issioner o f  the A laska Departm ent o f 
A dm inistration , w ro te a memo to Jim  Ayers, the G o v ern o r's  C h ief o f  Staff, regarding the 
disposal o f  the S ta le ’s “ surplus firea rm s '.

T h e  m em o said that the State’s Property  M anagem ent section had accum ulated 
“approxim ately 600 firearm s since the last disposal o f  firearm s in August (1994)" and that 
“ (re c e ip ts  received from  the disposal of these firearm s contribute to the funding of the 
Property M anagem ent P rogram ". The memo stated that, in the past, the disposal process 
“recirculates legal firearm s", and the “ Property M anagem ent section has sold excess service 
revolvers and confiscated  firearms for the past decade". The memo further stated that " ftJhere 
is no evidence that firearm s'd isposed  o f bv the Surplus .Property Program  have ever been 
involved in a c rim e " . (Em phasis m ine.) Despite this fact, iSe m e o u  recom m ended that “only 
hunting rifles and shotguns (should) be sold at public auction" and that “ (h)andguns would be 
destroyed".

M r. A yers, the G overnor’s COS, penned a note to the memo which stated: 
“M ark - T his is clearly  in the public interest and better governm ent. Thank you." W ithout 
notice to the public, the A dm inistration then set about im plem enting the destruction o f these 
firearm s.

On 13 Septem ber 1995, after learning o f the proposed, and imminent, 
destruction o f these firearm s which are, among other things, an im portant source o f revenue 
for the S tate, the A laska Gun C ollectors Association (AGCA) filed a com plaint in Superior 
Court seeking an injunction against the State, the D epartm ent o f Public Safety, and the 
D epartm ent o f A dm inistration , to prevent the destruction o f these firearm s.

P la in tif f s  M otion for Tem porary R estraining O rder was denied when A ssistant 
A ttorney G eneral Jam es Baldwin told the court that the State was only going to destroy 
“Saturday N ight Specials, saw ed-off shotguns, and assault w eapons". M r. Baldwin later 
advised a concerned citizen  that Sgt. Michael M arrs and L T  Skip C oile, AST, “reviewed the 
firearms and determ ined there w ere no antique or collectible firearms on the list to be

W a y n e

A n t h o n y

R o s s

Wayne Anthony Ross 
Edward L. Miner
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destroyed".
Fifty surplus firearm s were destroyed by a cutting torch on 14 Septem ber 1995. 

M ost o f these firearm s were not “Saturday N ight Specials, saw ed-off shotguns, and assault 
w eapons". M any o f these firearm s were, in fact, collectors item s. By the S ta te ’s own 
estim ate, the fifty firearm s that w ere destroyed had a m arket value of 513 ,9 2 5 .00 .

On or about the 26th o f Septem ber 1995, the A G CA  filed an am ended 
com plaint again  seeking an injunction and seeking, among other things, dam ages against the 
G overnor, his COS (M r. A yers), the C om m issioner o f Adm inistration (M r. Boyer), and the 
C om m issioner o f  Public Safety (M r. Otte), “ personally, in favor o f ... the S tate o f A laska, fo r 
the total value o f  each and every firearm  they have destroyed or will destroy in the fu tu re ..." .

T he defendants filed an answ er, on o r about 25 O ctober 1995, adm itting that 
“ before Septem ber o f 1995 surplus firearm s were disposed o f by sale" but stating that “ the 
policy of the defendant State o f  Alaska is to refrain from selling surplus and forfeited 
handguns d irectly  to the public". Defendants admitted “that on Septem ber 14, 1995 
approxim ately  50 deadly weapons were destroyed" but denied any conspiracy, denied that 
public notice was required before destruction, and denied that the “weapons belonged to 
anyone other than the defendant Departm ent o f A dm inistration". For affirm ative defenses, the 
defendants claim ed, among other things, that the plaintiffs lack standing to bring  the suit, that 
the defendants are immune from  suit, and that the defendants"w ere authorized by law to 
destroy deadly weapons transferred to the D epartm ent of Adm inistration as su ip lus state 
p roperty” .

Plain tiff bas been furnished with a list o f the firearms that w ere desiroved, asi <  " * 1
well as a list o f  firearm s that are proposed for future destruction.

Defendants have recently filed a M otion to Dismiss p la in tiffs  Com plaint, 
alleging, am ong other things, immunity and that p laintiff lacks standing to bring  the suit in 
question. The p laintiff has not yet responded to that M otion.

W hile the AGCA, and its m ore than 300 m em bers, believes it has standing to 
bring such a suit, the Legislature is really the body who has the responsibility to protect the 
property o f  the State, and thus the people o f Alaska, against an A dm inistration bent on 
destroying valuable, revenue producing, state assets to further its own political agenda. This 
is particularly  true in view o f the current revenue shortfall that the State is experiencing.

It is respectfully requested that the Legislature intervene in this suit, against the 
A dm inistration, on behalf o f the people o f the State. It is also requested that the Legislature 
adopt legislation this session that will prevent such destruction o f State assets in the future.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
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W a y n e

A n t h o n y

R o s s A P ra fc m o m l Corpo m i oB 

327  E j i s  F i r m e d  Ltm, Sam 201

S O fiA U N C X

L aw  Office* at

A n c h o a fe , Al**fci 99503

W nyne Arnhooy Row  

Edward L .  M in e

(907) 276-5307 
(907) 276-6672 - FAX

January 4, 1996 
QUICK SUMMARY

To Lbe members o f the Aliaka Legislature:

Re: Wilful destruction o f valuable State property by State officials; 
Lawsuit filed by AK Chin Collectors Association to lO anp t to end 
such practice

June 20, 1995 - Boyer writes memo to Ayers regarding the disposal o f the State’s “surplus 
firearms" proposing destruction o f handguns. Excerpts: “Receipts received from the disposal 
of these firearms contribute to the funding erf the Property M anaganem  Program*. The 
“Property M anagement section has sold excess service revolvers and confiscated firearms for 
the past decade". “There is no evidence that firearms disposed o f bv the Surplus P m p m y  
Program have ever been involved in a crim e". Proposes that "only hunting' rifles and 
shotguns (should) be sold at public aucLon* and that "(h)andgmn would be destroyed*.

Ayer's approves saying “This is d early  in the public interest and better governm ent".

The Administration sets about implementing the destrocdon of these firearms.

September 13, 1995 - Alaska Gun Collectors Association (AGCA) files complaint in Superior 
Court seeking an injunction. Baldwin tells court that the State was only going to destroy 
“Saturday Night Specials, sawed-off shotguns, and assault weapons*. TRO denied.

September 14, 1995 - Fifty surplus firearms, including desirable collectors items, destroyed b y  

cutting torch. State estimates the firearms destroyed bad a m arket value o f $13,925.00.

September 26, 1995 - AGCA files amended complaint again seeking an injunction and 
personal damages against the Governor, his COS, the Commissioner o f Administration, and 
the Commissioner o f Public Safety.

October 25, 1995 - Defendants file answer admitting destruction and stating new State policy 
o f  destruction, transferred to the Department o f Administration as surplus stale property*.

Decem ber, 1995 - Defendants file M otion to Dismiss plaintiff's Complaint, alleging, among 
other things, imxnunify and plaintiff lack of standing to bring the suit.

The Legislature has responsibility to protect the property o f the Stale against an Administration 
bent on destroying viluable, revenue producing, state assets to further its own political agenda 
especially in view o f the current tevem e shortfall.
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TO:
Chi«f o f Staff 
Office o : the- Governor

FROM: .Mark 8< 'y J p f e f t / '

^MIMSTRA03&: A m  2 0 ,< * W
i  flrrlCc

Commii
Department of Adm inistration

SUBJECT: Surplus

OBJECTIVE:

: irearms Disposal Decision Briefing

sionar j

Prudent disposal of state-owned and confiscated firearms. C C 'S & $

APPLICABLE STATUTES: AS 22.20 .120. AS 12.36;060, AS 34,45.060. AS 4 4 .63 .110 , AS 
3 6 .3 0 .0 7 0  •

PROBLEM STATEMENT:

The Property Managem sv section accumulated approximaleY.St]p.Qr««7ns sine* the last 
d'reoosal of fiieefiTis to-A ugust The statutes (AS 12.36.60) governing confiscated deadly 
firearms require the Commissioner of Puolic Safety to dispose of the firearms. The 
Commissioner th t flTMrma surplus and transfer them to the Surplus Property
Program for sale to the jubfic. Excess State Trooper firearms are also transferred to the- 

Property Program and sold to the public. Hag# firearm*, joch as saweckoff 
shotguns, a/e destroye< by Public Safety and are hot IncKidaJ in sale*. Receipts received 
from the disposal of the :e firearms oontribule fc> the furxfing of lha Property Marpsement 
Program.

ffirean w
m s

With the rise of violent 
pdWc eooBbhe of
disposal of handguns 
argue our disposal sale ; 
cnme. Some cities and 
handguns from general 
disposal process recira

c rimes and shootings in Anchorage, a local group has riijoi.Ti.Ll to 
•dftout background check*, large-volume, low-cost Slate 

ke it very easy and inexpensive for anyone to buy a handgun. Critics 
could put firearms in the hands of criminals or be used in a violent 
organizations in overstates offer rewards and trade-ins to remove 
arculation and destroy them to protect the public safety. To daie. our 
tates legal firearms.

1
rnWMO'tfVLmjimi.doc (Juac 70, 4S! V)
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W Q p t W v c t n i m i t  o t
b ad ag rau n d  c h td r  pncM

I

P . .

t Brady BC_F«iw fww«rgoeSW S*ste-*beuld ro tv iu c l e
<6 seWag handguns. Federal law consider the Stale a pnvate owner. 

We do not hold a feder; il firearms license nor can we obtain one. Since federal law considers 
the State a private own :r, we are not required to conduct background checks. The Slate of 
Alaska has the means d conduct background checks, however, it has been suggested that to 
do so could be ccnstnj* d as a violation of individual rights.

BACKGROUND:

Prooerty Management 
the past decade.. !r. 
of Hems are sold. Be 
these changes wouki e 
the normal auction settii

: -ecucn has txcesi.service revoNers an>J o x ifcy ated firearms fcx
pest these Srearmi have been kv^u^arNHiUdmti'^where a variety 
of changes in the federal taw (Brady 83) and not knowing how 

fed (he sale of State property, we opted not to indude these items in 
'9-

y »  rs
cause

A uffu  4In Anchorage, on 
fTO«m*?uctJofl. There 
2S% <* our anotal state
negative press coverag; 
station covered the 
background checks. A 
firearms as inappropriate 
sales have the potentia 
the Departments of P 
auction—by earty afterrx>o 
Chief cf Staff were invo 
the potential of eliciting

sales

t e
lost, abandoned, and c< 
excess mere shortly. T 
inventory. Our facilities^ 
limited. The most effid 
the interim, we will requi 
facilities due to our limrtfc

O P T IO N S :'

fires1. Status Quo-Sell 
or/and continue to c 
background checks.

9^ 1994, Property Management section conduded its firstfpqfca iv* 
w e re ^ l line items and proceeds w«f« ̂ ,9 77 .00 -^p ro x tm a te ty 
budget. However, this sale also generated a substantial amount of 
reaching as high as the Governor's Chief of Staff. A local television 
as a news item with the spin that we were remiss by not obtaining 

:jr6up known as Vico ms of Violent Crimes criticized the sale of 
because the firearms could be used in violent crimes. Handgun 
of generating quick press-worthy controversy. Mid-level officials in 
ic Safety and Administration were interviewed the morning of the fast 
n the Commissioners of Public Safety and of Administration and the 

Ved in the issue. This issue generated instant controversy and has 
2mo<ionaJ responses from various groups on either side of the issue.

Currently. ProfBftyMar ig fn w tt has ovw 600 firearm* in to-oc. itrol. breocmz are
r iflt* gr iM g u n i *od fl eTnwaurider are hand^ww. V** continue to receweTargO quantities of

nftscated firearms. The Depa,tment of Public Safety advises they wifi 
change-oul of Public Safety service revolvers has increased our 
o store large volume of firearms for extended periods of time is 
(o t means of disposal is a separate firearms auction this summer. Jn 
?st Pubiic Safety to retain confiscated and excess firearms in their 
;d secure storage capacity.

'rms as a part of our normal auction activities (keeping a low profile). 
,(’nduct exclusive firearms safes. Neither type of sale would indude

l
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2. Require our auctions 
contract requirements 
firearms licenses as

er to conduct background checks on handgun sales es port of our 
Afl of our auctioneers in the past ten years have had federal 

a part of their business.

3. Discontinue trie disp >sal of firearms through sates. 

4 Sell only rifles, whict

5. SeH only to licensed 
firearms auctions.

are typically used by hunters, and destroy handguns, 

jun dealers by permitting only licensed dealers to participate in

DISCUSSION: .

Option 1 allows (he sale 
option Is wc" within the 
complaints w$ have he 
criminals.. no
nave ever been irwotv* 
be used Improperly. 
handguns if fuH dfeposa 
public without backgrou

of firearms to continue in the same manner as in past years. This 
aw because the Brady 8ilf does not apply to the State. One of the 
6 rd is the State ctoes not prevent placing firearms in jfrft hftgds of 
e rfdence that firearms dbpiood of by the Surplus Property Program 
in a crime. VYhfle there is no way to ensure the firearms would not 
y Bin background checks should, at a minimum, be performed for 
are to continue. Thts alternative redistributes handguns to the 
>d checks. Continuation of this disposal method is not recommended.

publjcOption 2 continues 
checks utilizing the a 
that this is a breach of 
challenge our nght to 
federal law sets the min 
requirement or stronger

The is the method utSiz 
to Fred Kaltenback, Dei 
th«y aoHre • eompfeifrr 
alt oxoeai G wm *- Thr
recirculates aB types of

tflBOption 3 discontinues 
tho Property Monogamf* 
thtatoote
fireamis. 'CdBdsm ffbm 
This option is not recom 
our program receipt capf bBilies

Option 4 sells, only hunti 
destroyed. Y * estxnafcs

rrr««t^rrtJnTB.<loc (Junt 20, 19ft J

auctions of all firearms and requires handgun sales background 
ieei' as a licensed firearms dealer. However, it has been argued 
individual's civil rights.’ Further, firearms purchasers might 
duct background checks and could file suit on the matter. Since 

ii Txjro requirements, we believe the Slate could adopt the federal

ucton

Tcond

xslicies.

ud by the Municipality of Anchorage to sell their firearms. According 
pjuty Chief of Procurement, to date they have had no complaints, X 
he beJWtes the ttunfoipofty w oM fecon tin t* fftdfhsfcstbd destroy
option ensdres a background check but is not recommended since it 
andguns to the general public.

sale of firearms; Adoptog this p o ^ .a k o  ¥R7g|^|ewjnBjy impact 
budget 89 apprcjdmafeiy 25%J6fourslate budgof irom

a  contract with cost to the Stain for crW fad destruction of
frearms buyers. including sportsman hunters, could be expected, 
nended as it prevents sates of hunting rifles and significantly impairs

ig rifies and shotguns at public auction. H*idgwn£)8puid be
that 90% o r mono of the firearms received for dopant are handgur s.
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Hunting rifle*; and shotc 
firearms. This policy w 
efforts There are bene fit 
Many of these weapon: 
readily by involved in a

uns make up a small number of the confiscated or abandoned 
oukJ result in a loss of revenue, but would contribute to anti-cnrne 
ts to pubfic safety by removal of handguns from property disposal.
, known as "Saturday Night Specials,* are easy lo conceal and could 
/iolent crime.

It woufd prevent the lik 
to commit a crime. It 
handguns and certify w 
Hunting rifles and shotsfu 
sold at public auction, 
administration's anfi-cru n 
being involved in a violgn

.lu'i h‘.,

^lihood of handguns falling into the hands of someone who would use if 
uld be appropriate for Public Safety to supervise the destruction of 
lat firearms are appropriate lo transfer for public disposal sales, 
ns disposed of by Pubiic Safety or excess to Slate needs would be 

1 Vhile subject to criticism from firearms buyers, It could be part of the 
e initiatives and recuce the odds of a State-disposed handgun ever 
t come or injury,

QflgtirtS p«mali en»/  fcfrm rart gun ters S fju b ra l bids on firearms tor dbposat. Th» Brady
Bill requires afl license<i gun dealers to conduct background checks poor to selling handguns. 
The issue of the Brady 3ifl background checks would be resolved with this alternative. Under 
this opGou, invitations U the firearms disposal auctions would be sent to licensed gun dealers. 
An auction would be co "(ducted. but only licensed dealers would be allowed to participate. On 
the p *rra *0*401» sow at towerprices to gun dealers and resold to the

bigtoefpifcesr Aside from the loss of revenue. One eventual outcome of this option is 
the same as option 1.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Option i. is recommend 
recirculated to the ge 
rifles and shotguns w<ou c

?d as the best disposal policy. Handguns would no longer be
public, but destroyed by the Department of Public Safety. Hunting 

d be sold to the public.
n e a

'Security and storage w> 
firearms and would be 
of destruction listing the 
and shotguns sold lo th

I no longer be a problem since handguns make up the 90% of the 
destroyed by Public Safety. General Services wffl receive a certificate 
destroyed handguns and continue (o receive receipts for hunting rifles 
\ pubfrc

The benefits of this alte ■native Include:

an estimated p 
future fiscal year

the potential 
accidental injury

ISO handguns this focal year and approximately 300 handguns in 
will toe taken out of circulation;

Dr use of these handguns in the commission of a violent crime or 
s eliminated;

4
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organized cit zen grcxjps. such as Victims of Violent Crimes, critical of firearms 
disposals in the last should be satisfied with the limited disposal and background 
checks;

firearms user tor hunting will still be available to the general public, sportsmen, and 
hunters, and will ohng in the highest per firearm disposal sales prices tor the program;

the opportuni y tor critical press during disposal actions is reduced; and

removal of h<
Specials’).is in tlje best interest of Public Satety.

This alternative should 
disposal for excess Sta

>e pursued as the most responsible and prudent approach to firearms 
e-owned and confiscated firearms.

Approved/

ndguns designed tor use as concealed weapons f  Saturday Night

Disapproved Date

5
(.a*** 30. i )




