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A sta. dard reporting format will bo developed to meet the reporting requirements of SB 32. This format will specify tho 
information that must be reported and the form in which the information must appear. To develop this format a team will 
meet over a two day period to review alternatives and reach consensus on the reporting model.

Cost associated with redesigning and printing materials currently used by the department for implementing the report card 
legislation will be borne by tfie department.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator John Torgerson , Chair
Senate Commun ity and Regiona l A ffa ir s  Committee

FROM: Senator Georg ianna L in co ln

RE: S chedu l in g  R eques t

SB 32, re la t in g  to Nat ive  Language Educa t ion , has been referred to 
the Senate C & R A  Comm ittee . A ttached p lease f ind  the sponsor
s ta tem en t and other back-up m a te r ia ls  for SB 32. P lease schedu le 
th is  b i l l  for a hear ing before the Senate C&RA  Comm ittee at the 
ea r l ie s t  po ss ib le  time.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 
SB 32

NAT IVE LANGUAGE EDUCATION ACT

SB 32 p rov ides that schoo ls  where a m a jo r ity  o f  the students are 
A la ska  N a t ive s may teach the language that is trad it iona l w ith in  the 
com m un ity . A loca l N a t ive  language cu r r icu lum  ad v iso ry  comm ittee 
sh a l l be es tab l ished  to re v iew  and make recommendations about the 
teach ing o f the Na t ive  language . It fu rther p rov ides that the Native 
language may be incorporated into the schoo l c u r r ic u lum  and taught 
by ce rt i f ied  or trained instructors . The b i l l  a l low s for the de l ive ry  o f 
language in s truc t ion  by ex is t in g  sa te l l i te  instruc t ion or other d is tance 
d e l i v e r y  te c h n o lo g y ,  i n c lu d in g  c om pu te r  p rog ram s and a u d io  
d is tance d e l iv e r y .  The e f fe c t iv e  date o f th is le g is la t io n  is J u ly  1,

Many o f  A la ska ’s Native languages arc on the brink o f extinction . Dr. 
M ichae l K rau ss , p ro fessor o f  l in g u is t ic s  at the U n ive rs i ty  o f A la ska  
Fa irbanks , pred ic ts that "short o f a m irac le  or rad ica l soc ia l change" 
we w i l l  lose 1", and po ss ib ly  18, o f our 20 Native languages by the 
year 2055.

Sad ly , the lo s s  o f  A la sk a  N a t ive  languages is rooted in anti-Native 
language  ed u ca t io n a l p o l ic ie s  p romoted by Am er ican  m iss io n a r ie s  
and educa to rs  around the turn o f  the cen tu ry . S choo ls  p layed a 
c r i t i c a l  ro le  in e f fo r t s  to a s s im i la te  A la s k a  N a t iv e s  in to the 
Western/Anglo re l ig ion , language and cu ltu re ; in fact, ch ild ren  were 
pun ished for speak ing the ir N a t ive  language .

Schoo ls cannot, nor shou ld they, carry the burden o f Native language 
p re se r v a t io n  a lo n e . P a ren ts ,  e x te n d ed  f a m i l y  m em be rs ,  and 
c om m un it ie s  have importan t ro le s  as w e l l .  In m any v i l la g e s ,  
however, many o f those too ls are lo s t . W c must have our schoo ls 
in v o lv e d  and com m it te d  to te ach ing  and p re se rv in g  our N a t ive

1996.



languages . P resent ly , our schoo ls are teaching Spanish , Russ ian and 
Japanese to our ch ild ren . M any who have the cap ab i l i ty  to extend 
the ir programs to inc lude Native  languages have not.

N a t iv e  Language  E duca t io n  has rece ived  strong support from the 
A la ska  Federation o f N a t ive s , the White House Conference on Indian 
Educa t io n , the Dcnakkanaaga E lde rs  Conference , the Tanana Ch ie fs  
conference , B ris to l Bay Area Health Corporation, the A ssoc ia t ion  o f 
V i l la g e  Counc i l Presidents, the In ter ior Educa tion Counc i l , the V il la g e  
P a r t ic ip a t io n  C on fe ren ce , the R u ra l A la s k a  C om m un ity  A c t ion  
Program , and by numerous v i l la g e s .



D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S  A G E N C Y  
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1907) 465-3567 o r  465-2450
/vIA ' 1007) 465-2020
M a i l  S lo p  3101

130 S e w a r d  S tre e t, S u ite  409
J u n e a u , A la s k a  00501-2105

M  E  M Q R A N D U M February 28, 1995

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary o f  SB 32 
(W ork O rder No. 9-LS0401/A)

TO: Senator Georgianna Lincoln

FROM: Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel ‘ /

You have requested a sectional summary o f  the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f  a bill should not be considered an 
authorita tive  interpretation o f  the bill and the bill itse lf is the best statement o f  its contents. 
I f  you w ou ld  like an interpretation o f  the b ill as it may apply to a particular set o f  
circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Short title

Section 2. Findings

Section 3. Requires that a school d istrict that provides Native language education, must 
include a summary and evaluation o f  the program in the district's annual performance report.

Section 4. A llows a school board to establish a Native language education curriculum , i f  the 
curricu lum  is recommended by the local Native language education curriculum  advisory 
board. Requires a school board in a district in which a m ajority o f  the students are Natives 
to  establish a local Native language curriculum  advisor)' board. Requires that a Native 
language program include Native languages spoken in the community in which the school is 
located, and that the program include certified instructors.

S e c t i o n  5 . E f f e c t i v e  d a le .

M F F .k lb g lc  
95-108 klb



I s a a c  Juneby  
Box 107
E a g le ,  A la sk a  99738 
F e b ru a ry  15, 1995

S e n a to r  G e o rg ia n n a  L in c o ln  
A la sk a  S t a t e  S e n a te  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
J u n e a u ,  A la sk a  99801-1182

D ear S e n a to r  L in c o ln :

I am w r i t i n g  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  SB 32 , " N a t iv e  Language E d u c a t io n " ,  w hich 
you a r e  s p o n s o r i n g .  I  am aware o f  th e  f a s t  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t iv e  
l a n g u a g e s  in  A lask a  and t h e r e f o r e ,  I am w r i t i n g  to  th a n k  you so  much f o r  
y o u r  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t  and e f f o r t s  in  k e e p in g  th e  N a t iv e  l a n g u a g e s  
a l i v e .

As an e l e c t e d  memuer o f  a R e g io n a l  S choo l  Board o f  E d u c a t io n ,  1 am 
s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  T here  i s  no way to  m easure  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  
m a i n t a i n i n g  o n e ' s  own lan g u a g e  e x c e p t  to  say  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  
s e n s e  o f  s e l f ,  and th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  c u l t u r e  and h e r i t a g e .

A lthough  I am f o r t u n a t e  enough to  sp e a k  my lan g u a g e  (HAN) f l u e n t l y ,  many 
i n  my own community do n o t  have t h i s  a d v a n ta g e .  Many o f  my g e n e r a t i o n  were 
p u n ish e d  in  s c h o o l  f o r  s p e a k in g  t h e i r  n a t i v e  la n g u a g e ,  and I ,  in  f a c t ,  
was once e x p e l l e d  f o r  d o in g  th e  same. At t h a t  t im e ,  I was n o t  f l u e n t  in  
E n g l i s h ,  b u t  was p u n is h e d  n o n e t h e l e s s .  I s t i l l  q u e s t i o n  why anyone s h o u ld  
be d e p r iv e d  o f  o u r  i n h e r e n t  r i g h t s .

I am v e ry  unhappy to  s e e  t h a t  R u s s i a n ,  S p a n ish  and German a r e  p a r t  o f  th e  
" a c c e p te d "  c u r r i c u lu m  in  the  s c h o o l s ,  and n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  n o t  b e in g  
e m p h a s iz e d .  I t r u l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  by d e n y in g  a N a t iv e  c h i l d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
to  l e a r n  h i s / h e r  own l a n g u a g e ,  i t  i s  l i k e  s a y in g  t h a t  t h a t  c h i l d  i s  th o u g h t  
o f  a s  a " s e c o n d - c l a s s  p e r s o n " .  I t  i s  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  I h a v e ,  a t  my own 
e x p e n se  and t im e ,  d e v e lo p e d  and p u b l i s h e d  a HAN lan g u a g e  c u r r i c u l a  w hich  I 
am v o l u n t a r i l y  t e a c h in g  i n  th e  E a g le  Community S c h o o l .

In  c l o s i n g ,  I am a s k in g  a l l  o f  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  to  s u p p o r t  t h i s  R i l l .  P l e a s e  
s h a re  w itli  any members o f  the  L e g i s l a t u r e  th e  HAN Language book w hich  1 s e n t  
you .

I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me a t  (907)547-2281  o r  5 47 -2307 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

CU £> CL-. /*7  * y
IS iU '.C  JUNE I n

c c :
S e n a to r  John  T o r g e r s o n ,  Chairman 
S e n a te  C om m ittee , Community & R e g io n a l  A f f a i r s

S e n a to r  Randy P h i l l i p s ,  Vice Chairm an 
S e n a te  C om m ittee , Community & R e g io n a l  A f f a i r s

S e n a to r  Tim K e l ly ,  S e n a te  C om m ittee , Community & R e g io n a l  A f f a i r s

S e n a to r  Lyman Hoffman 
S e n a te  C om m ittee ,  C&RA

S e n a to r  Fred Z h a r o f f  
S e n a te  C om m ittee , C&RA
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D e a r  S e n a t o r  L in c o ln ,

In 1 9 9 2  I b e g a n  t e a c h i n g  t h e  T a n a c r o s s  A t h a b a s k a n  L a n g u a g e  in T o k ,  

w h e r e  I a m  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  C l a s s  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  G a t e w a y  

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  I 'm  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  o f  A p p l i e d  

S c i e n c e  D e g r e e  in N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  o f f e r e d  j o i n t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  Y u k o n  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  C e n t r e  a t  W h i t e h o r s e ,  

Y .T .

T h e  s t u d e n t s  in T o k  S c h o o l  a r e n ' t  all A t h a b a s k a n  In d ian  s o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

i s  a c h a l l e n g e  in i t s e l f  b u t  w h e n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s  is  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  

b y  m e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  s e e m s  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e .  B u t  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  a r e  all i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  e a g e r  o n  e v e r y  s u b j e c t  I c o v e r  b e c a u s e  I 

i n c l u d e  l e g e n d s  a n d  c u l t u r e s  o f  all t y p e  t h a t  I h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n .  S i n c e  

l a n g u a g e  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  p e o p l e  I f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  N a t i v e  

L a n g u a g e s  b e l o n g  in e v e r y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  R e c l a im i n g  y o u r  l a n g u a g e  b r i n g s  

i t s  m e r i t s  t o  y o u  in t h e  f o r m  o f  s e l f  w o r t h ,  s e l f  e s t e e m  a n d  p r i d e .  I will 

c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  o n  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  C u r r i c u l u m  t o  b e  p l a c e d  in e v e r y  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  b e c a u s e  t h a t  c u r r i c u l u m  is  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  l e g i t im i z e  t h e  

s u b j e c t  a s  a r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e .



T h e  r e a s o n  I'm  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  y o u  is b e c a u s e  I n e e d  y o u r  

a s s i s t a n c e  in l o c a t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  

t h e  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e s  i n t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m s .  T h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w e r e  

f o u n d  b y  s o m e  p a r e n t s  w h o  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  la c k  o f  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

c l a s s  is  r e c e i v i n g  in t h i s  a r e a .  M y  p o s i t i o n  is  f u n d e d  j o i n t l y  b y  t h e  T o k  

In d ia n  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  G a t e w a y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  o n  a  
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TAN AN A CHIEFS CONFERENCE, INC. 
Board of Directors 

Resolution No. 90-112

BILINGUAL TEACHERS

W H ER EAS, the elders, from whom we can learn our Native heritage are becoming older and
passing away before we can acquire that information, and;

W HEREAS, youths should learn the language, culture, etc., to pass on to the next generation,
otherwise we would lose our existence as Natives, and;

W H EREAS, youths desire to learn our language and culture;

NO W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT  RESOLVED that the Tanana Chiefs Conference Board o f Directors 
requests the School Districts o f In terior Alaska to seek funding so Native teachers 
can be hired.to teach langyage and cultural activities within the schools.

C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I hereby certify that this resclutior was duly passed by the Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc. Board o f
Directors on March 15,1990 at Fairbanks, Alaska and a quorum was duly established.

Submitted by; Youth - Tanacross
Secretary-Treasurer 
Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.



T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  I n c .  
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

1 9 9 0  R e s o l u t i o n  A s s i g n m e n t

90-97

90-58

90-99

90-100 

90-101 

90-102 

SO-103 

90-104 

90-105 

90-106 

90-107 

90-108 

90-109 

90-110 

90-111

HESO *

90-113

SC-114

NORTH SLOPE HAUL ROAD

TASK FORCE TO ESTABLISH TRIBAL OFFICES

TRANSFER OF TCC VILLAGE GOVERNMENT FUNDS 
TO VILLAGE COUNCIL

FORESTRY PROGRAM

RECLAMATION

RELATING TO EARTH DAY

THE NATIVE SUBSISTENCE LIFESTYLE WILL PREVAIL

NATIVE TRAPPING

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

TCC TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS OFFICE (TERO)

SUPPORT FOR SB 350 AND HB 171 - JOBS CAY CARE

BLM FIREFIGHTING TAX WITHHOLDING

CUALfTY EDUCATION

•ALASKA NATIVE CULTURE MONTH* PROCLAMATION 

VILLAGE EDUCATION FACILITATORS

RESOt UTION TITLE

SUPPORT OF THE POSITIONS OF STATE OFFICIALS RE: 
LOCAL CONTROL

DEVELOPMENT OF AN ELEMENTARY ATHABASCAN 
HISTORY TEXTBOOK

90-115 DIRECT DISTRIBUTION OF STATE 5 FEDERAL EDUCATION FUNDS

SO-116 SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATES FCR THE TCC COUNCIL

90-117 RURAL COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS

90-118 ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE EDUCATION

90-119 FAS SPECIAL ECUCATION NEECS

90-120 COUNSELLING FOR FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME CHILDREN

90-121 FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME LEGISLATION

ASSIGNED TO 

VGS/Fairbanka Subragion 

VGS/Ed Rutlodgo 

Administration

Forestry

VGS

Administration

VGS/Adminiatration

Ron Sllaa/Pat Sweetair • Galana

Donna Scott/Emia Holmbarg • McGrath

Donna Scott

Donna Scott

Ed Ruttedge/Fairbanka Subregion 

Rova Shircol

Administration/Education 

Rova Shircol

Rova Shircel/Roaa Isaac • Tolc-^

Rova Shircol

Rova Shircol

Ed Rutledge/Rava Shircol 

Reva Shlrcel/Fren Lamborl 

Rova Shircat/Fairbanka Subregion 

Mlko Gral/Roeo Isaac - Tok 

Holan Haynes

Health Servicee/Fairbenks Subregion 

Health Sorvices/AdmlnlstratJon

490-169.5



T A N A N A  C H IE F S  C O N F E R E N C E ,  IN C .
Board of Directors 

Resolution No. 90*16

ESTABLISH NATIVE ATHABASCAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM IN TOK

WHEREAS, the Athabascan Language is of most importance to the preservation of .Alaska Native 
culture; and

WHEREAS, fewer Alaska Natives are able to speak or understand their traditional language; and

WHEREAS, Tok Native Association lacks funds or resources to establish such program.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Tanana Chiefs Conference Board of Directors 
directs TCC to work with the University of Alaska and/or other agencies to establish 
a Native Athabascan Language Program in Tok.

I hereby certify that this resolution was duly passed by the Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc. Board ol 
Directors on March 15, 1990 at Fairbanks, Alaska and a quorum was duly established.

C E R T I F I C A T I O N

Submitted by: Tok Native Association
Secretary-Treasurer 
Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.



. . . T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  In c .
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

1 9 9 0  R e s o l u t i o n  A s s i g n m e n t

90-1 YUKON FLATS IS INDiAN COUNTRY Administration

90-2 PROTECT PORCUPINE CARIBOU HERD • ITS ECOSYSTEM Wildlife A Parks/Fort Yukon Subrogion
AND THE GWICH'IN WAY OF LIFE

90-3 FUR COOPERATIVE FINANCING-1990-19S1 Ed Rutledge/Susie Potor - Fort Yukon

90-4 AIRPLANE HUNTING ON THE YUKON FLATS Ron Silas/Oscar Frank

90-5 A RESOLUTION FOR TCC TO CONDUCT A FEASIBILITY STUDY Will Mayo/Ava Edwardson
TOWARDS ESTABLISHING A TRIBAL COURT SYSTEM WITHIN 
THE YUKON FLATS SUBREGION

R ESO $ RESOLUTION TITLE ASSIGNED TO

90-6 TO ASSIST THE COUNCIL OF ATHABASCAN TRIBAL
GOVERNMENTS TO CONDUCT A FEASIBILITY STUDY 
TO ASSUME TRIBAL MANAGEMENT OF HEALTH CARE 
PROGRAMS IN THE YUKON FLATS

90-7 YUKON FLATS REGION ELDERLY CARS FACILITY

90-6 REQUEST FOR HEALTH AIDE POSITION IN
BIRCH CREEK VIL1AGE

90-9 VP SO POSmON - CIRCLE

90-10 SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HEADSTART
PROGRAM FOR THE COMMUNITY OF FORT YUKON

90-11 BIRCH CREEK TANK REHABILITATION

90-12 BEAVER STATE AIRPORT LANDS

90-13 BEAVER ELECTRICAL SYSTEM UPGRADE

Health/Susie Potor • Fort Yukon

Dan Shircal/Susio Peter • Fort Yukon 

Hoalth/Susio Peter - Fort Yukon

Daisy Stevons/Susie Peter • Fort Yukon 

Sarah Kuenili/Susio Peter • Fort Yukon

Romoto Maintonanee/Ed RuJodgo 

VGS/Realty

OEH/Romoto Maintenance

30-14 BEAVER EMERGENCY FIRE EQUIPMENT Ed Rutledge/Susie Peter - Fort Yukon

90-15 BEAVER HEAD START PROGRAM Sarah Kuonjli/Susie Potor • Fort Yukon

t  90-16 ESTA8USH NATIVE ATHABASCAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM Rova Shircel/Rose Isaac - Tok ]
IN TOK   J

90-17 TOK ELIGIBILITY TECHNICIAN POSITION Don Shircel/FSS-Tok

90-16 HALT RAILROAD • KILLED MOOSE TO FEED PREDATORS Ron Silas/Gary Mooro - Tok

90-19 INCREASE LIBRARY SERVICES TO TOK SUBREGIONAL VILLAGES Rose Isaac/Gary Mooro • Tok

90-20 UPPER TANANA ALCOHOL RECOVERY CAMP Mike Graf/Rosa laaac - Tok . .

90-21 . TOK SUBREGION TEEN CENTER Youth Program/Tok UTAP . L

90-22 VSW FUNOING • DOT LAKE OEH/Ro»o Isaac • Tok ’ '•.* — < . A.
.  £*•



Technology may silence world’s voices
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  l i n g u i s t  a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  s e e k  t o  p r e s e r v e  d i v e r s i t y
B y  D A N IE L  Q . H A N EY
The Associated Press

A T L A N T A  -  T he  
w orld 's  6,000 languages are 
dying off qu ickly , and up 
to ha lf  of them  will p ro b a ­
bly become ex tinc t  during  
the next century , experts  
predicted S a tu rday .

"I  call this a ca tas trophe  
— the ra te  of loss of m an ­
k in d 's  l in g u is t ic  d iv e r s i ­
ty ,"  said Michael K rauss of 
the U nivers i ty  of Alaska.

W hile once la n g u a g e s  
were suppressed by gov­
ernm ent policy, the  forces 
conspiring aga ins t  native 
tongues now seem to be

largely electronic. S a te lli te  
te le v is io n ,  c e l lu la r  t e l e ­
phones and the In te rne t  all 
let people speak  to each 
o ther  in s tan tly  all over the 
world, and all d rive the 
need fo r  lan g u ag es  th a t  
m any un d e rs tan d .’

In most cases, that  lan ­
guage is English. Even de­
fenders of dying languages 
concede this is not neces­
sari ly  a bad thing, since a 
common language clearly  
a llows people to com m uni­
cate easily, For instance, 
scientists the  w orld over 
often speak to each o ther  
in English, w h e th e r  th e ir

labs a re  in France or Tai­
wan.

H ow ever ,  l in g u is ts  a t ­
tending a conference S a tu r ­
day of the  American Asso- 
c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
A d v a n c e m e n t  of Science 
urged the p reservation  of 
small languages as second, 
or even third, languages, 
ra th e r  than  allowing them 
to be swallow ed up by 
E n g lish ,  A rab ic , Span! ,n 
and o ther  m ajor languages.

"We should care about 
th is ,” Krauss said. "The 
world will be less in te res t­
ing, less beau tifu l ."

K rauss said th a t  in pre­

h i s to r ic  t im e s ,  h u m a n s  
p ro b a b ly  sp o k e  b e tw e en
10,000 an d  15,000 l a n ­
guages. This is now down 
to about 6,000 and d rop­
ping fast.

Krauss, who documents 
Native A laska  languages, 
es tim ated  th a t  be tw een 20 
percent and 50 percent of 
the w orld 's  languages are  
no longer being learned by 
children.

"They are beyond endan- 
g en n e n t ,"  he said. "They 
are  the living dead ,"  and

Please see Page B-2, 
LANGUAGES

L A N G U A G E S :  M a n y  m a y  b e c o m e  e x t i n c t

Continued from Page B-1
will all d isappear  in the 
next century.

The average language is 
spoken by betw een 5,000 
and  10,000 people. H ow ev­
er. Krauss said th a t  only 
those w ith  m ore  than  1 
m il l io n  s p e a k e r s  h a v e  a 
good future.

He estim ated  th a t  about 
600 of the  w o r ld 's  l a n ­
guages are assured of still 
being around in the  year  
2100.

Many of the  small lan ­
guages on the verge of dy ­
ing  o u t  a re  in t ro p ic a l  
p a r ts  of the world, espe­
cially  Africa and Indone­
sia, he said.

But the U nited  S ta tes  
a lso  is lo s ing  lan g u a g e s  
fast, especially in Califor 
nia, which has been called 
the  w orld 's  th ird  m ost l in­

guistically d iverse  region, 
a f te r  New G uinea and the 
Caucasus.

L eanne  H in to n  of the 
U nivers i ty  of C aliforn ia  at 
Berkeley said  N orth  A m er­
ica has be tw een  200 and 
250 na tive  languages, and 
about 50 of them  are  in 
California.

All the  California  Indian  
languages a re  in trouble. 
N one  is b e in g  l e a rn e d  
widely by  c h i ld re n  or used 
in daily  com m erce . 'Tw enty  
have died th is  cen tu ry

The la te s t  ex tinc tion  oc­
curred last m onth  w ith  the 
death  of the  lone speaker  
of N orthern  Porno, a w om ­
an in her  80s.

H in to n  s a id  N a t iv e  
Am erican languages were 
suppressed until  the  1960s. 
In d ia n  c h i ld r e n  se n t  to 
board ing  schools were p u n ­
ished for speaking  the ir

pa re n ts ’ language.
Now, she said, a m ove­

m ent exists am ong Califor­
nia Indians to learn  the 
elders ' tongue before i t 's  
too late. Some tr ibes  have 
set up sum m er language 
camps for youngsters.

"Despite  the  desires of 
the language activ ists, the  
o u t lo o k  is  s o m e w h a t  
grim ," H in ton  said. "There  
is no chance any of these 
will be fir  ’•rages;", '

K ra u s s  ' m a n y
new  l a n g u a g e s . w i l l  be  
bom . Latin , for instance, 
took 2,900 years  to evolve 
into a dozen or so d ifferent 
European languages.

" E v e ry b o d y ,  in c lu d in g  
Bedouins on camels, will 
h a v e  w r i s t w a t c h  t e l e ­
phones,"  he said. " I t  is 
unlikely  that  A rabic  will 
rediversify  the  w ay Latin  
did ."
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C o m m e n t a r y

W hy  i s  b i l in g u a l  
ed u ca t io n  im portan t  to m e

Editor's note: Serena
Demienlieff, a student at Akuta 
Elitnaurvik in Kasigluk, recently 
took third place in the No he 
National Bilingual Essay Contest 
fo r sixth■ through ciglith-grade 
students. Serena m is  awarded a  
$1,000 scholarship.

By Serena Demientieft
B ilin gua l educa tion  is impor­

tant in  me so I can he ab le  to 
speak in E n g lis h  and  Yup’ ik . 
{•very ch ild  shou ld  Ire taught at 
least some th ings about vs hat our 
an cesto rs d id . E ld e r s  o f the 
Yup'ik w o r ld  w o rry  about lo sing 
the Y up ’ ik  la n g u ag e . A s fo r 
m yse lf I am  ve ry  proud o l m y se lf 
because I am a b ilin g u a l person.

A t o u r sch oo l, in  A k u la . w e 
have a Yup’ ik  S tud ie s Program . 
The Yup’ik  stud ies p togram  is a 
program where w c can learn or at 
least remember how to make the 
th ings w h ich  o u r an ce s to rs  d id  
hack then. More and more schools 
are a sk in g  fo r the c u r r ic u lu m  
which w e are u s ing  at o u r schoo l.

H ow  important do  you  th ink 
it is to keep ou r language alive? I 
th in k  it is  r e a lly  im po rtan t 
because once w e lo se  it w c can 
not fin d  it e v e r again . Fo r exam ­
ple. the Oyak language is  d y in g  
becau se no one has e v e r  been 
taught how  to read and w n tc  in 
the E vak way. There is  o n ly  one 
e lde r w ho kn ow s how  to s|>cak 
and read in the language  If  no 
one has been taugh t, and that 
e li lc r d ie s , the E y a k  language is

Serena Dem ientie ff
gone fo re ve r. W ou ld  y o u  w an t 
that to happen? To keep our lan ­
guage a live  w c have to teach our 
fu ture ch ild ren  how  to speak in 
the Y up ’ik  la n g u ag e  and  a ls o  
have to teach them the th ings w e 
were taught.

It is a lso  important to have the 
E n g lis h  la n g u ag e , to o . I f  w c 
know  the E n g lis h  lan g uag e  w e 
can have jo b s in the fu tu re  and be 
ab le to speak to non-Nativcs. W c 
a lso  h a ve  to kn ow  the E n g lis h  
language to be ab le to read th ings 
at the s to ic  and a lso  in the n ew s­
papers and coun t the m oney you 
have to spend.

In the fu tu re . I p lan to teach 
my ch ild ren  to be b ilin g u a l. F irst 
I p lan to teach them Y up 'ik  and 
Eng lish ; Y up 'ik so they can pass 
the language on to their ch ild ren , 
and En g lish  so they can  he ab le 
to com m un ica te  w ith  non- 
N a tiv e s  and a lso  to unde rstan d  
E ng lish .

Express yourse lf! 
W rite a le tte r to the edltoi' 

The Tund ra  D rum s! 
For in fo rm a tio n ,

c a l l  5 4 3 - 3 5 0 0 .

O p ir
S o b r ie t y  fo  

n e e d s  to  b e
A ll l iv in g  being 

o rder lo l iv e .T h c s i 
o r w h e re ve r they 
w i l l not be benefit- 
p e rso n s in vo lv e  
’’ le a rn ed " bchav ii 
ing o u r life tim e . 1 
Isom to a lcoho lic p 
pose m o s t o f  u 
hea lth y  homes.

These learned I 
be approached at t 
fo r re co ve ry  to be 

From  the begin 
were g iven  a freed 
do  o r not to do ." I 
that in o rde r fo rm  
s o b r ie ty . I need 
b eh av io rs . I w i ll 
c h o ic e s  that I 
whe ther righ t o r v 
w ith  those choice 

To m ake my t 
one. I need to cdu« 
the ro o ts  o r fou 
ch o ice s that I havi 

H ow  f irm  a I 
have? T h is  qucstii 
w i l l  e d u ca te  and 
have learned.

1 g iv e  thanks ti 
that has kept a wai 
ing  m y "practicing 
kept m y m ind at a 
Icc tu a l sta te . He i 
that I lo n g  to •. :c  s 

M y  p rayer is tl 
th o se  th a t need 
h um b ly  ask  for he: 
fo r a f irm  and sot* 

H.

W o rk  to g e th  

a lc o h o l  a n d
It has com e to . 

m an y  t im e s  bu t ' 
tiicve tw o  isvucv, al

pt SSI yv tu n  I
cu iiu fc , the C r ji l lh
OiUYULSlDU



S i t k a  p r o g r a m
Tlingit tau gh t in schools

The past school week was a busy one for the  Sitka Native 
Education Program . It was Elizabeth Peratrovich  W eek at 
local schools and some students capped it o ff  with a special 
meal. On Friday, local Sitka kids who are  enrolled in SNEP 
cooked up  Native food for e lders  and trea ted  them  ex tra  
special.

The SNEP recen tly  won a national aw ard — the Showcase 
Award fo r  1992-93 at the  25th Annual National Indian 
Education Association Convention — for the excellent , 
Tlingit educational p rogram s it runs.

T eachers  ins truct  s tudents  in the  Tlingit language. 1 
Tutors coach s tuden ts  in problem  areas. The cu ltu re  is 1 
explored and kids get hands-on lessons in e very th ing  from  
Tlingit a r t  v> dance.

Thanks to this 20-year-old program , both Native and * 
non-Native s tuden ts  enrolled in it a re  teaching Tlingit t? 
words nnd s to ries  to the ir  parents , says  a Feb. 15 Dispatch: v
Alaska story. Considering the tongue-twisting na tu re  of the J'( 
Tlingit language, that is no small accomplishment.

T here  a re  plenty o f  bilingual p rogram s all over  Aluskn. jt 
Some a re  well run and some a re  not. The Sitka N ative  v. 
Education Program , run by the Alaska Native Brotherhood, 
is one of the m ore successful. And it local p a ren ts  who g 
a re n ’t f luent in Tlingit organize adult c lasses of the ir  own, it •
would com plem ent the  SNEP program . Then kids who learn  
Tlingit in school and parents  who learn  Ir. an adult p ro g ram  
can converse  and grow more fluent togethe*. p

v

— —  —  — —  — — cj
~  ' '

r A la sk a 's1 d y in g la n g u a g es
We’ve sa id .it  before, but the m essage  bea rs  repeating: 

Alaska's native languages will continue to die un less  they 
a re  passed  down from  generation to generation. When a 
language is re legated  to o lder speakers  and scholars, then 
it’s alm ost sure ly  headed from the endangered  to the 
extinct list. Such is the  sorry  sta te  of most native languages 
spoken in Alaska., .. n r /  -

In the  long run, well-inU ntioned Native p a re n ts  who 
favor English even if  they a re  fluent in th e ir  m other tongue 
a re  harm ing r a th e r  than helping the ir  children and  culture. 
The common fea r  among Native p a ren ts  and families, 
apparently , is that Native children will not m as te r  English 
in school if they  a re  taught or speak the ir  native language at 
home. That is a false fear, say experts .

"Linguistic s tud ies  have shown the children from  homes 
where English is a second language actually  learn  English 
b e tte r  once they ’ve m aste red  the native language,’’ 
according to a Feb. 12 Daily News story. I f  more p a re n ts  — 
and educators  who w ork  in Alaska — realized the im port  of 
this tru th , then t ru e  p rogress  can be m ade in keeping 

Yj, indigenous languages alive. , i .
Meanwhile, millions a re  spent on bilingual education and 

conferences a re  held to save dying languages. But until 
( those fluent in native language • teach youngste rs  the ir

languages, conferences  and class won’t get the  job done.
-• •• »’•  * V /*'
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m w m  the fiAWMiAn m m

Just a decado ago. only about 1.000 people, mostly 
historians and the e lderly  s till spoke H awaiian flu ­
ently. Today that num ber has m ore than doubled in 
the wake o f a cu ltu ra l rev iva l that has touched young 
and old a like . Much o f the c red it fo r that rev iva l 
must go to a program  in the public schools in which 
students are taught exclusively in ihe Hawaiian lan­
guage.

By ANGELA S. MILLER
THE A M O C IA T IO  P f lC S S

o n o l u l u  - The students gather outside their 
classroom door and chant an ancient Hawaiian 
poem: "Ku mai nei au i ka haiau loa a 'i.“

They respectfully tell their teacher of their de­
sire for learning and ask for permission to enter 
the place of instruction.

The teacher chants back. "Au mai e na Lehua 
a.” or ‘Come forth my young Lehua blossoms." 
and the eager students file into the classroom.

This scene repeats itself each school day morn­
ing at seven public schools across Hawaii where 
hundreds of elementary schoolchildren are taught 

exclusively through the Hawaiian language.
The program began 10 years ago when a group of native 

Hawaiian parents saw their language disappearing as aider 
speakers died, and they looked to the next generation to revive 
it.

The parents started their own preschool in Hilo, on Hawaii 
Island, where their children would be taught exclusively in 
Hawaiian. They called it Punana Leo. or nest of language.

“We’re not just teaching them Hawaiian: we're teaching 
them through Hawaiian." says Kauanoe Kamana. a Hawaiian 
studies professor at the University of Hawaii at Hilo, and one 
of the original parents involved.

"People who think English is the key to all success are very 
narrow-minded.” she says. "You need to know English, but it 
is not the essence of all knowledge.

"We’ve been educated using the English language for the 
past 100 years and it has not improved our academic perfor­
mance as a people." i

" s h



Language...
Continuod from Pngo C-1

v Children of Hawaiian ancestry
i routinely score the lowest on stan- 
• dard tests among all other ethnic
- groups in the Islands.
1 At first, volunteer teachers and
i parents instructed the classes us­

ing donated materials.
They later won the support and 

; financial backing of the state De- 
i partment of Education, which
- gradually established Hawaiian 

language immersion programs
: through the eighth grade in seven 

public schools around the state.
About 1,000 students are regis­

tered for the immersion classes for 
the fall and the Department of Ed­
ucation recently approved extend­
ing the program through mgh 
school.

'•It’s a miracle that our children 
now are spea.-.ing the Hawaiian 
language,” says Lilikala 
Kame‘e!eihiwa. whose 11-year-old 
daughter Fumhei has attended a 
Hawaiian immersion school in 
Honolulu since preschool.

Hearing Pumhet speak the lan­
guage she thought would one day 
do lost “ makes my heart sing,” 
Kame'eleihiwa says.

At the program's inception, 
some lawmakers and educators 
questioned the value of an educa­
tion through Hawaiian where Eng­
lish is taught an hour each day as 
a second language.

They feared the students would 
lag behind their counterparts in 
writing and articulating in Eng­
lish.

But Hawaii School Superintend­
ent Herman Aizawa says the stu­
dents in the all-Hawaiian classes 
are performing as well or better 
than students in the same grade 
level taught in English.

The Department of Education 
evaluates a test class of Hawaiian 
language immersion students each 
year in basic core areas such as 
reading, comprehension and math­
ematics, says administrator Anita 
Bruce.

The evaluations show that the 
students have kept pace with their 
English-schooled counterparts. 
Bruce says.

Results of recent Stanford 
Achievement Tests taken hv sixth-

graders who have participated in 
Hawaiian language immersion 
since preschool point to a reversal 
in the trend of lower-than-average 
test scores for native Hawaiians.

According to results of SAT 
tests administered last year to 
sixth-graders at Keaukaha Ele­
mentary School. 100 percent of the 
Hawaiian-educated students 
scored average or above on the 
math portion while only 06 percent 
of the students in all-English class­
es scored as well.

For the reading portion of the 
test. 06 percent of Hawaiian-edu­
cated students scored average or 
above, compared to 52 percent of 
the English-educated students.

Aizawa says the success of the 
program can be attributed to the 
strong commitment and involve­
ment of the parents.

"If the students get the support 
of the parents at home -  :t does 
not matter what school they go to 
-  they will be successful.” he 
says

The Hawaiian language is 
worked into the curriculum of oth­
er public school students through 
kupunas. or Hawaiian community 
elders who spend a few hours a 
week in the classroom sharing 
their language and culture with 
students.

The revival of the Hawaiian lan­
guage has not been confined to the 
state’s elementary schools.

Enrollment in Hawaiian lan­
guage and culture classes at the 
University of Hawaii's mam cam­
pus in Honolulu has risen to nearly 
1.700 students from just 700 five 
years ago. with hundreds of others 
on a waiting list, says Emily Haw­
kins. Department chair for Hawai­
ian language.

The Hawaiian language immer­
sion program in the elementary 
schools is partly responsible for 
the large increase. Hawkins say,, 
because graduates in Hawaiian 
language and studies are finding 
jobs teaching Hawaiian in the 
schools.

But the largest interest in learn­
ing the language can be seen in the 
general community.

“A lot of people are coming to 
Hawaiian studies as a way to keep 
up with their culture.” Hawkins 
says.

Just a decade ago. only about
1.000 people, mostly historians and 
elders, spoke Hawaiian fluently.

Today that number has more 
than doubled in the wake of a cul­
tural revival that has touched 
young and old alike.

‘It's my language, the lan­
guage of my ancestors, my cul­
ture; if nobody continues it’ we'll 
lose it forever.” says Hiapo 
Perreira, a 13-year-old" major in 
Hawaiian studies at the University 
of Hawaii. He is one-fourth Hawai­
ian on his mother’s side.

When Perreira’s mother was m 
school, students were punished for 
speaking Hawaiian in the class­
room.

About 20 percent of Hawaii's 
population can claim some Hawai­
ian ancestry. In 1979. Hawaiian 
was declared the state's official 
language, aiong with English.

A state law established :n 1896. 
three years after white business 
leaders overthrew the Hawaiian 
monarchy, forbid speaking Hawai­
ian in the schools. It was not offi­
cially overturned until 1986.

Hawkins says the students may 
have some or no Hawaiian bioon 
but they ail “think of themselves 
as tied to this place: to its beaches, 
its mountains, whatever ’

The state’s Office of Hawaiian 
AtTairs produced a television com­
mercial showing people of all ages 
speaking Hawaiian, with English 
subtitles, encouraging viewers to 
learn the language.

The commercial generated 
more than 200 requests for infor­
mation about how to sign up for 
classes, says OHA culture special­
ist Pikake Pelekai.

When a Honoiulu public radio 
station began broadcasting a daily 
newscast in Hawaiian, even listen­
ers who did not understand the lan­
guage tuned in because they liked 
the way spoken Hawaiian sounded, 
says the sta.ions news airectcr. 
Scott Kim.

Hawaiian comes from the same 
Polynesian ancestral language as 
the native languages of Tahiti and 
New Zealand, says Hawaiian lan­
guage professor Pila Wilson.

“ It’s a very melodious language 
that uses only seven consonants 
and five vowel's in making all of its 
words." Wilson says.
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Qingainanerpeni mer'alleq taanganek, 
wall'u taanganek avulegnek, 

cjingan anglicurlagcecugngaat. 
Anglicurlagcecitulit inerkat makunek ilangqertut: 
beer-at, wine-at, wine-coolers-aat, allat-Uu taangat.

Drinking alcoholic beverages, or anything mixed with alcohol 
can make your unborn baby grow (poorly, badly, or the wrong way;. 

Drinks that make unborn babies grow the wrong way include: 
beer, wine, wine coolers, ami other alcoholic beverages.

Complim en ts of Representative Lyman Hoffman 
T rans la t ion  by  Oscar A lexie, Yu'p ik Language Center 

Un ive rs ity  o f A laska - K u sko kw im  Campus



L a n g u a g e s  i n  P e r i l

o
C\J C7>

C e n t ra l  Yuplk
Siberian  Yuplk
In u p laq
W e s te rn  Aleut
G w lch 'ln  (Kutchln)
U p p e r  Kuskokwim
T a n a ln a
T an a c ro ss
U p p e r  T a n a n a
Alutllq
H an
Koyukon
Ingallk
A h tn a
Tlingit
T a n a n a
H ollkachuk
H a ld a
Tslmshlan
Eyak

1 9 9 0  2 0 0 0 2 0 1 5  2 0 3 0  2 0 5 5

N o t  a l l o w in g  for m ir a c l e s ,  E yak  will p r o b a b l y  n o t  su rv iv e  this c e n tu r y ;  A la sk a  Tslmshlan, A la sk a  H a ld a ,  H o llk a chuk ,  
a n d  T a n a n a  will p r o b a b l y  b e  e x t in c t  b y  2015; a n d  Tlingit, A h tn a .  Ingallk, K o y u k o n  a n d  H a n  will p r o b a b l y  b e  e x t in c t  
b y  2030 . F u r th e rm ore ,  Alutllq, U p p e r  T a n a n a ,  T a n a c r o s s ,  T a n a ln a  a n d  U p p e r  Ku skokw im  h a v e  a n  e x t r e m e l y  
d o u b t fu l  f u t u r e . . .  n o t  a l l o w in g  for m ir a c l e s  o r  o t h e r  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e s ,  t h e y  will p r o a b l y  b e  e x t in c t  w ith in a  l i fe t im e, 
b y  a b o u t  2055 . By th a t  y e a r ,  t h e n ,  p r o b a b l y  o n ly  f iv e  o f  t h e  t w e n t y  A la sk a  l a n g u a g e s  will still b e  s p o k e n . . .  W e s t e r n  
A l e u t . . .  K u tch ln  . . .  In u p la q  . . .  C e n t r a l  A la sk a  Yup lk a n d  S ib e r ian  Y u p l k . . .

Dr. M i c h a e l  K ra u s s
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e s :  P a s t ,  P r e s e n t  a n d  F u tu ro  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g o  C e n t e r  R e s e a r c h  P a p e r s  - 1 9 8 0  
U nivers i ty  o f  A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s
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K U S P U K  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
P.O. Box 49 

Anlak, A la sk a  99557 
(907) 675-4250

B n b t lt r  D. Hush
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

SUPEHIN IEND6NT/0USINE80 OFFICE 
FAX (007) 0?5<I330 

GENERAL FAX (007) O7O.I306

March ] 6, 1995

The Honorable John Torgerson
Chair o f Senate Community and Regional A ffa irs Committee 
A laska State Senate 
State Capitol
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182 

Dear Senator Torgerson;

This letter is in support o f the Native Language Education Act as introduced by Senator 
Georgianna Lincoln. I have been an educator in rural A laska since 1977. The ten points 
expressed in Section two, F ind ings, prov ide a succ inct exp lanation o f why this 
legislation is important. By establishing a local Native language advisory board, this bill 
ensures a defined vehicle for p a ren t and community members to express their desires 
regarding Native language instruction in their schools.

There are resources availab le throughout the State to assist d istricts in developing their 
own Native language curr icu lum . As Director o f  Curricu lum  and Instruction for the 
Kuspuk School D istr ic t, working w ith our Y up ’ik language instructors, I recently 
completed the initial stage in creating a Yup'ik for Nonspcakcrs curricu lum designed for 
our students. We have acquired instructional resources and developed a plan fo r staff 
development and for assessing our students.

Senate B il l No. 32 is not restrictive. It recognizes the great variety o f situations we have 
in Alaska. There are various models for language instruction and this b i l l would allow 
the local board to determine to what extent and in which manner the Native language 
instruction would occur.

The efforts in our district regarding Native language instruction are designed to assist in 
carrying out our recently adopted mission statement. In part this reads; "The mission of 
the Kuspuk School D istr ic t is to cooperate w ith parents and guardians to graduate 
students who are confident and capable ind iv idua ls  whether l iv ing in the traditional 
culture or the g loba l society. Our graduates w il l have pride in themselves and positive 
se lf esteem". I would hope that this is a goal o f other school districts like ours. This bill 
would help ach ieve this goal. Thank-you and I appreciate your consideration and 
suppon of Senate B il l No. 32.

Sincerely,

C l i f  Bates
Director of Curriculum and Instruction



D e n a k k a n a a g a ,  I n c .

4 0 9  F o u r th  A v e n u e  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A la s k a  9 9 7 0 1 -4 7 1 1  

(9 0 7) 4 5 6 -5 8 2 7  FA X  (9 0 7 ) 4 5 2 -6 6 4 1

M arch 17, 1995

Senator Georgianna Lincoln 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 510 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Georgianna:

The Denakkanaaga elders suppon Senate B ill No. 32, The Native Language Education Act. 

W e believe local school boards in districts where the majority o f  students are Alaskan Natives 

should establish a local Native language curriculum  advisory board to advise on Native language 

tra in ing.

Since 1983, our ciders have consistently supported Native language education in one form 

o r another. Our language is a pan o f  our cultural heritage and identity. Many o f  our elders pass on 

their particular Native language to the young children at home or in the schools. It is important that 

our children learn the ir ancestral Alaskan language as well as English, so that they can continue to 

survive and th rive  in both worlds, the traditional and the dominant.

W e are including a copy o f  Denakkanaaga Resolution 93-2, Continuation o f the Fight, 

enacted at the annual elders conference, held in Fort Yukon in 1993. The resolution illustrates the 

elders' determination to  preserve our language, culture, and traditional ways. Passage o f SB 32 

w il l ass;st the elders toward the ir goals. Alaska, which is proud o f its past, its present, and its 

future, should also be proud to include the Native languages in local school curricula.

W c urge the Alaska Legislature to pass Senate B ill No. 32.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Don Lee
Executive Director



■, 4  Denakkanaaga
1 3 0 2  2 1 s t  A v e n u e  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 6 - 5 8 2 7

R eso lu tio n  90 -2

C o n tin u a tio n  of th e  F ight

W hereas th e  Native people of A la sk a  have th e  p ride, d e te rm in a tio n , and  
sp ir it  to survive: an d

W hereas th e re  m ay be Issu e s  an d  co n ce rn s  voiced w hich do no t seem  to be 
lis ten ed  to or an sw ered : a n d

W hereas, a t  tim es, we m ay  th in k  th a t  it is tim e to give up . to q u it strugg ling  
a g a in s t d ifficu lties an d  defea ts :

T herefo re , be it resolved th a t  th e  e lde rs of D e n a k k a n a a g a  will c o n tin u e  to 
ligh t for su p p o r t a n d  fu n d in g  for th e  c a u se s  we believe in like our 
c u s to m a ry  a n d  trad itio n a l lifestyle, o u r  w ar a g a in s t alcohol a n d  d ru g  
a b u se , th e  p re se rv a tio n  of o u r  Native c u ltu re , languages, tra d itio n s  an d  
v a lu es, a n d  th e  n e ed s  of o u r  people: an d

Be It fu r th e r  resolved  th a t  the  D e n a k k a n a a g a  e lders w ill en co u rag e  all th e  
people of the  D o y o n /T a n a n a  C hiefs C onference region to keep  on 
figh ting  for w h a t th ey  believe in. to follow th e ir  d ream s no m a tte r  
w h a t o b s ta c le s  o r d e fea ts  th ey  face: a n d  to u se  th e ir  Native sp ir it to 
survive.

I certify  th a t  th is  re so lu tio n  w as p a sse d  on J u n e  10. 1993 by the  
D e n a k k a n a a g a  B oard  of D irec to rs  an d  th e  e lder voting de legates a t  the  
T w elfth  A n n u a l D e n a k k a n a a g a  E ld e rs  C onference In Fort Y ukon. A laska.

CERTIFICATION

Effle K okrine. S e c re ta ry /T re a s u re r

S u b m itte d  by:
R e so lu tio n s  C o m m ittee  
Tw elfth A n n u a l E ld e rs  C o n feren ce

F n c x p i a n c  o f  z h *  1992 L o u i s e  B. G a r r a r d  Aw ard  
f o r  s e r v i c e  t o  r u r a l  o l d o r  A m e r i c a n s  t 

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  U n i t s  on A g i n g



I n u p i a q  S a n g u a g e  ;
i

G etting b eyon d  D ick, Jane Sc Spot
W hat la n g u a g e  do you  t h in k  in?
F o r  m ost  of us in A la s k a ,  we th in k  — and w ri te  

and  speak  — in  English ,
E ven  w h e re  N a t iv e  peop les  d o m ina te ,  E ng lish  is 

u su a l ly  th e  d o m in a n t  language .
T here  a re  o n ly  a coup le  of regions in A la sk a  w here  

the  N a tive  la n g u a g e  is s t i l l  spoken  a m ong  the o ld e r  
and  y o u n g e r  g e n e ra t io n s  — an d  the N o r th  S lope  is one 
of them .

Yet, o ld e r  I n u p ia q  s p e a k e rs  are  a ll  too a w a re  th a t  
too few y o u n g  In u p ia t  a re  f luent in  th e i r  m o th e r  
tongue.

The N o r th  S lope  B orough , b ased  in B a rrow , is 
t ry in g  to s ta v e  o ff  th e  c u l tu ra l  d i s a s te r  of a dead  ! 
language.

This  academ ic  y e a r  th e  seven  e le m e n ta ry  schools in • 
the  fa r - f lung  b o ro u g h  in tro d u c ed  a read ing  series  
a im ed  a t  6- to  8 -year-o la  Inupiaa. schoo lch ild ren . The f 
s ix  books, c o m p le te  w i th  In u p ia t  c u l tu ra l  and social * 

sW ...,v lessons, w e re  d e v e lo p e d  by  th e  bo rough  and p roduced
and p r in te d  in  A la s k a .

The series  is p a r t  o f  a b o ro u g h  In u p ia a - la n g u ag e  ; 
im m ers io n  p r o g ra m  th a t  u til izes  o n ly  In u p ia q  u n ti l  j ■■
the  th ird  g rad e .  O ne of t h e  s to r ies  o r ig in a te d  in !
n o r th e rn  A la s k a ;  the  r e m a in in g  five  cam e from  a i
C an ad ian  In u i t .  I

T h e  o i l - r i c h  b o r o u g h  is f o r t u n a t e l y  a b l e  to  
com m iss ion  p r iv a t e ly  p u b l ish e d  school books. In 
o th e r  p a r ts  of th e  w o r ld ,  p r e s e rv a t io n  of n a t iv e  
languages h a s  g o t te n  a  b o os t  from  m icrocom puters , 
custom ized  s o f tw a r e  a n d  d e sk to p  pu b lish in g .

A  l i te ra c y  c e n te r  in  O axaca ,  Mexico, for instance, 
p roduces  n a t iv e  a u th o r s  w h o  w r i te  in th e i r  ow n  ^
languages. In  I re la n d ,  w h e re  Gaelic  w as  rep re ssed  for f:
cen tu r ies ,  th e  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e  has b lossom ed.

P e rh a p s  20 y e a r s  f rom  no w  a h a n d fu l  of the  young  .
In u p ia t  r e a d in g  th is  n e w  s ix-book series  w ill  have  , 
becom e l i t e r a r y  g ia n ts  w ho  w ri te ,  th in k  and  speak  
Inup iaq .



I s a a c  Juneby  
Box 107
E a g le ,  A la s k a  99738 
F e b r u a r y  13, 1995

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A la n  Aus te rm a n ,  Chai rman 
House Com m i t tee .C om m un i ty  and R e g io n a l  A f f a i r s  
A la s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
Juneau ,  A la s k a  99801-1182

Dear  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Aus te rm an:

I am w r i t i n g  t o  comment on HB 160 and HB 1 6 7 , sponsored  by 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i c h o l i a .  I am a s k i n g  you as Chai rman o f  t h e  CRA to  
s u p p o r t  t h e  passage o f  th ese  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l s  1 am p r o p o n e n t  o f  N a t i v e  
E d u c a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  programs in  o u r  s c h o o l s .

Because,  I  have seen f o r  many y e a r s  t h a t  N a t i v e  Languages do 
d i s a p p e a r  and d i e ,  my w i f e  and I have been i n v o l v e d  f o r  y e a r s  t h a t  t h i s  
does n o t  happen t o  the  Han Language.  Bo th  my w i f e  and 1 have been 
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  the  Han L i t e r a c y  Workshops pu t  on by t h e  Yukon C o l l e g e  o f  
W h i t e h o r s e  and C o u n c i l  o f  Yukon I n d i a n s .

L e t  me e x p l a i n  why I t h i n k  t h e s e  two b i l l s  a re  i m p o r t a n t .  F i r s t  
and f o r e m o s t ,  I was one o f  o f  the  u n f o r t u n a t e s  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  speak my 
N a t i v e  Language i n  S c h o o l .  I t  was a h o r r i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  be sca red  and 
p u n i s h e d  f o r  n o t  b e in g  a b le  t o  speak my N a t i v e  Language in  s c h o o l .  I 
have been d e p r i v e d  o f  my i d e n t i t y  and h e r i t a g e .

T h i s  t o  tne was a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Code o f  Human 
R i g h t s .  Nobody s h o u ld  be p u n is he d  f o r  who and what  t h e y  a r e .  These 2 
b i l l s  a r e  w h a t ' s  needed f o r  many o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  in  th e  v i l l a g e s .  The 
C u l t u r a l  aw arene ss ,  language ,  i d e n t i t y  and s e l f - e s t e e m  a re  knowledge 
t h a t  a l l  N a t i v e  C h i l d r e n  s h o u ld  know i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d .

I have d i f f i c u l t  t im e  w i t h  many o f  the  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  t e a c h i n g  
R u s s i a n ,  F re n ch ,  Span ish ano German and i g n o r i n g  the  N a t i v e  Languages.  1 
b e l i e v e  i f  t h e r e  were some r e s p e c t  f o r  o u r  p e o p l e ' s  c u l t u r e ,  w e w o u l d n ' t  
be h a v i n g  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  abou t  o n e ' s  h e r i t a g e  as we do now.

I know what can happen t o  any language  i f  t h e  I n t e r e s t s  a r e  not  
t h e r e  t o  enhance i t ' s  s u r v i v a l .  We need t o  emphasize the  i ~ ; ; r t a n c e  o f  
t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  I am a p p e a l i n g  t o  »ou and y o u r  Commit tee t o  maKe su re  
t h a t  some o f  o u r  languages are  not  h i s t o r y ,  and h a v in g  c h i l d r e n  read and



s t u d y  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  and s a y in g  t h a t  "T h e r e  was once a T r i b e  o f  
A thabascan  I n d i a n s " . !  know t h a t  you w i l l  do e v e r y t h i n g  i n  y o u r  Commit tee 
t o  make s u re  t h a t  t h i s  does no t  happen.  I am a s k i n g  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  
see t h a t  t h e s e  b i l l s  a re  passed in  y o u r  Commit tee.

I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  c a l l m e  a t  ( 9 0 7 )  5 4 7 -22 8 1 .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I r e n e  N i c h o l i a  
A la s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
Juneau ,  A la s k a  99801-1182

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  I v a n  Ivan
A l a s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
S t a t e  C a p i t a l
Juneau ,  A la s k a  99801-1182

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e te  K o t t
A la s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
S t a t e  C a p i t a l
Juneau ,  A l a s k a  99801-1182

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A1 Vezey
A la s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
S t a t e  C a p i t a l
Juneau ,  A la s k a  99801 -1182

R e p r e s e n t a i v e  Kim E l t o n
A la s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
S t a t e  C a p i t a l
Juneau ,  A la s k a  99801-1182

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e r r y  Mackie 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
Juneau ,  A la s ka  99801 -1182

S e n a t o r  Georg ianna  L i n c o l n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  Sena te  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
Juneau ,  A la s k a  99801 -1182

S i n c e r e l y ,

I s a a c  Juneby

C/C



R e y a n  H u b b a r d  
1 3 1 5  m i s s i o n  Rd  

K o d i a k  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 5  
M a r c h  1 , 1 9 9 5

S e n a t o r  J o h n  T o r g e r s o n ,  C h a i r m a n
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  R E C E 1V E t T

S e n a t o r  v i * n n * 7 l Q Q 5
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  r o o m  1 2 1  K 1
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  ...................

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  T o r g e r s o n ,

I a m  a c o n c e r n e d  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  f r o m  K o d i a k .  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  a b o u t  
H B 1 6 7  A k  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  P r o g r a m s .

I a p p r o v e  o f  t h i s  b :ll. I t h in k  it s h o u l d  b e  p a s s e d .  I d o n ’t  th in k  t h e  s c h o o l s  
a r e  d o i n g  e n o u g h  t o  t e a c h  t h e  N a t i v e  h e r i t a g e .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is n o t  o n l y  t h e  
s c h o o l s  i t ’s  t h e  n a t i v e  s t u d e n t s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  a r e  n a t i v e  
d o n ’t  c a r e .  I t h in k  t h i s  bill w o u l d  r e a l l y  h e l p  if it  w e r e  p a s s e d .  T h e  
s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  A l a s k a  n a t i v e s  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a 
c h o i c e .  In a d d i t i o n  t h e  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  f i n d  s o m e  e x i t i n g  a n d  i n t e r e s  m g  
w a y s  t o  t e a c h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  n a t i v e  h e r i t a g e  a n d  m a k e  l e a r n in g  « b o u t  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  f u n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e .



A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s .  I n c .

T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  16, 1 9 9 5

S e n a t o r  G e o r g i a n n a  L in c o ln  
A la sk a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  L in c o ln :

T h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  s u p p o r t s  S B 3 2 ,  t h e  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  
E d u c a t i o n  A ct. I h a v e  a t ta ch e d ,  a  n u m b e r  1 9 9 4  A n n u a l  A F N  C o n v e n t i o n  
r e s o lu t i o n s  r e i t e r a t in g  A F N ’s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  in c lu s i o n  o f  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  in t h e  
cu r r icu la  o f  A l a s k a  s c h o o l  d istr icts .

T h e  l o s s  o f  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  sk i l ls  a n d  u s e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  o f  
th e  A la s k a  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y .  In s o m e  a r e a s ,  t h e r e  i s  g r a v e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  
e x t in c t io n  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e .

N a t iv e  p a r e n t s ,  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ,  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  
pr im ary  a d v o c a t e s  for in c lu d in g  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e ,  h is t o r y  a n d  c u l tu r e  in t h e  
curr icu la . T h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in p a s t  t e s t im o n y  a n d  i n . t h e  n u m e r o u s  r e p o r t s  a n d  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t  a n d  a lm o s t  
a n n u a l l y  b y  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .  E d u c a t i o n  Is a  v e r y  h ig h  prior ity  f o r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
p e o p l e .

W e  s u p p o r t  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v id e  for N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s  in t h e  c u r r ic u lum .

S in c e r e l y ,

J u l ie  E . K itka  
P r e s i d e n t

1577 " C "  S tree t ,  S u ite  100 c  A nchorage ,  Alaska 99501  3  P h .  (907)  274-3611 EAX (907) 2 7 6 - ^ 9 8 9
- T 6  -A n"*  'm 3  ’ ’rv r to fl»n >r  >n* .o .  i s t ' t t  c n ' i T ' C f l



T I T L E : F U N D IN G  F O E  E D U C A T IO N

W H E R E A S :  ail s c h o o l s  i n  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  r a c i n g  s e r i o u s

f i n a n c i a l  c u t b a c k s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  teacher-s, a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  s u p p l i e s  a r e  b e i n g  c u t  m o r e
a n d  m o r e  e a c h  y e a r  b e c a u s e  of c u t s  in t h e  S t a t e  
e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  r o u n d a t i o n  r o m u l a  

has r e m a i n e d  stat i c ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  A l a s k a  n e e d s  to f i n d  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  of r e v e n u e  f o r
e d u c a t i o n  needs,

NOW, THEREFORE, 3 E  IT  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  the_1994_
A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  of t h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  oi N a t i v e s  
th a t  t h e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e  r e q u e s t e d  to e n a c t  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  r e v e n u e  t h r o u g h  a s t a t e  
s a l e s  t a x  o r  a s t a t e  s c h o o l  t a x  to s u p p o r t  p u b l i c  

edu c a t i o n .

S U B M I T T E D  BY: J o i n t  E l d e r s / Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  D O  P A S S

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D
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A L A S K A  F E D E R A T IO N  O r  N A T I V E S

1 9 5 4  A N N U A L  C O N V E N T IO N

R E S O L U T IO N  9 4 - 5 0

T I T L E :  N A T I V E  E D U C A T I O N A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

W H E R E A S : t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  N a t i v e s  i s  n o t  n e a r l y
as g r e a t  as f o r  n o n - N a t i v e s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  m o s t  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e s  h a v e  l i m i t e d  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  th a t
a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o u n d  i n  m o s t  schools, a n d

W H E R E A S :  t h e r e  is  a n e e d  t o  l e a m  o u r  N a t i v e  ways, a n d

W H E R E A S :  t h e  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  u s u a l l y  do  n e t  k n o w  the
s t u d e n t s '  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  culture, a n d

W H E R E A S : w e  n e e d  to p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  o u r  o l d  w a y s ,  so o u r
t r a d i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  w i t h  u s  t o d a y  a n d  t o m o r r o w ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  in o u r  p a s t  a n d  f o r g o t t e n ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  s t u d e n t s  of A l a s k a  h a v e  b e e n  u r g i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  s c h c o l
s y s t e m  to fit this i n t o  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l u m ,  b u t  l i t t l e
h a s  b e e n  d o n e  to f u l f i l l  t h e i r  needs, a n d

W H E R E A S :  m o s t  s c h o o l s  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  larger, m o r e  a d e q u a t e
s t a f f s  that c a n  p r o v i d e  us  w i t h  o u r  N a t i v e  h e r i t a g e ,

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  to t h e  1994
A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  of  t h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  
that c l a s s e s  s u c h . a s  a  N a t i v e  S t u d i e s  b e  s t r e s s e d  !:o b e  
o f f e r e d  in t h e  s c h o o l  system,

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n
a p p r o p r i a t e  staff, so  s t u d e n t s  c a n  l e a m  a b o u t  the.'.r 
a n c e s t o r s  a n d  k e e p  c u r  t r a d i t i o n s  alive.

S U B M I T T E D  3Y: J o i n t  E l d e r s / Y o u t h .  C o n f e r e n c e

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S : D O  P A S S

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D

: x i ' «  I \ S ;



A L A S K A  F E D E R A T IO N  C F  N A T IV E S

1 9 S 4  A N N U A L  C O N V E N T IO N

R E S O L U T IO N  9 4 - 4 7

T I T L E :  P R O A C T I V E  H I R E  F O R  A L A S K A  E L E M E N T A R Y  A N D  S E C O N D A R Y
T E A C H E R S  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S  I N  R U R A L  A N D  U R B A N  A L A S K A

W H E R E A S :  m a n y  c e r t i f i e d  N a t i v e  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  a p p l i e d  f o r
t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  in  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  A l a s k a  a n d  a r e  

n o t  hired,

W H E R E A S :  i t  is v i s i b l e  th a t  m a n y  t e a c h e r s  a r e  h i r e d  b y
a c q u a i n t a n c e s  f r o m  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  s c h o o l  o r  r e g i o n s ,

W H E R E A S :  m o r e  N a t i v e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  n e e d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m  to
c r e a t e  p o s i t i v e  r o l e  m o d e l s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  to 
s e e  •success* a n d  s u c c e e d ,

W H E R E A S :  t e a c h e r s  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e
com m u n i t y ,

W H E R E A S :  h a v i n g  q u a l i f i e d  N a t i v e  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  r e f l e c t e d
p o p u l a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  a  b e t t e r  
l e a r n i n g  a b a c k g r o u n d  a s  t h e  t e acher,

W H E R E A S : t h e r e  is a l a c k  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  the s c h o o l ,
s c h o o l  b e a r d  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  b r i d g e s  
a r e  r e e d e c  to b e  b u i l t  to h a v e  a b e t t e r  l e a r n i n g  

com m u n i t y ,
«

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  3 S  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  to  t h e  1 9 9 4
A n n u a l  Convention- o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  
t h a t  w e  u r g e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  a  b i g g e r  e f f o r t  t o  r e c r u i t  
a n d  h i r e  m o r e  q u a l i f i e d  N a t i v e  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  
i n  t h e  A i a s k a n  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  u r g j a n d  e n c o u r a g e  the 
s c h o o l s  to c o n t i n u e  p u r s u i t  of  i n c r e a s e d  N a t i v e  
t e a c h e r s  in A l a s k a n  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .

S U B M I T T E D  BY: J o i n t  E l d e r s / Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D

D O  P A S S



A L A S K A  F E D E R A T IO N  C r  N A T I V E S

I S 94 A N N U A L  C O N V E N T IO N

R E S O L U T IO N  9 4 - 3 8

A L A S K A  N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E  A N D  C U L T U R E  C L A S S

W H E R E A S :  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c u l t u r e s  m u s t  b e >
p r e s e r v e d  b e c a u s e  it  h a s  b e e n  c o n t i n u o u s l y  d e c l i n i n g  

a m o n g  t h e  N a t i v e  p e o p l e ,

W H E R E A S : m o s t  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  t h a t  h a v e  o f f e r e d
b i l i n g u a l  c l a s s e s  as e l e c t i v e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e  
d u e  to  a v a r i e y  of r e a s o n s  a m o n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h i n g  

u s e  m e t h o d s ,

W H E R E A S :  h a n d s  on, p r o j e c t - b a s e d  t e c h n i q u e s  t e n d  to b e  a  m o r e
e f f e c t i v e  w a y  o f  learn i n g ,

W H E R E A S :  t h i s  w o u l d  g i v e  N a t i v e  students: a s e n s e  of b e l o n g i n g ,
c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  to p a s s  o n  t h e i r  
l a n g u a g e  a n d  h i s t o r y  to f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,

W H E R E A S :  t h i s  p r o j e c t - b a s e d  c l a s s  w o u l d  a l s o  e n h a n c e  t h e
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  E l d e r s  a n d  t h e  youth,

W H E R E A S :  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e ,

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  to t h e  1 9 9 4
A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of  N a t i v e s  
t h a t  w e  e n c o u r a g e  s c h o o l s  to i n c l u d e  this AN L C C ,  which, 
i n c l u d e s  l a n g u a g e ,  h u n t i n g ,  d a n c i n g ,  wri t i n g ,  N a t i v e  
s t o r i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u b j e c t s  in t h e i r  
c u r r i c u l u m ,

B E  I T  f u r t h e r  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  h e  r e q u e s t e d  to
i n i t i a t e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  a l l o w  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  to t e a c h  

a l l  f c r m s  o f  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

r
S U B M I T T E D  B Y :  J o i n t  E l d e r s / Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  D O  P A S S



A L A S K A  1 E D S R A T IC N  O F  N A T IV E S

I S 94  A N N U A L  C O N V E N T IO N

R E S O L U T IO N  3 4 - 3 7

T I T L E :  P R E S E R V I N G  N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E  A N D  C U L T U R E  T H R O U G H  T H E
K N O W L E D G E  C F  E L D E R S

W H E R E A S : n o t  e v e r y  r u r a l  v i l l a g e  p r a c t i c e s  t h e  s a m e  c u l t u r e  a n d

l a n g u a g e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  m o s t  e x i s t i n g  l a n g u a g e s  o n l y  c o v e r  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  w h i c h
is j u s t  o n e  p a r t  of the c u l t u r e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  to p r e s e r v e  the f u l l  b o d y  o f  a cu l t u r e ,  w e  m u s t  i n c l u d e
the" t r a d i t i o n a l  songs, d a n c e s  a n d  s t o r i e s ,  t h e  h e a r t  of 
a n y  c u l t u r e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t e a c h i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  c h a s e  c l a s s e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  o p e n  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  to p r e s e r v e  a  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  m u s t  e n s u r e  c h a t  the
t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  e l d e r s  a r e  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  f u t u r e  
r e f e r e n c e s ,  t h u s  e n a b l i n g  a c u l t u r e  t o  l i v e  on; a n d

W H E R E A S :  t r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  A l a s k a n  cultures; w e r e  oral, b u t  n e w
t i m e s  c a l l  f o r  n e w  w ays, s u c h  a s  w r i t i n g  t h e m  down, 
v i d e o t a p i n g  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e m  i n t o  c o m p u t e r s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  w a y  f o r  the p e o p l e  to l e a m  t o d a y  is
a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  w a y s  a n d  t h e  n e w  w a y s ,  t h u s  a 
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  elders, a d u l t s  a n d  y o u t h ;

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  3 E  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  1 9 9 4
A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n . o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  ‘ N a t i v e s  
ch a t  A F N  is r e q u e s t e d  to f i n d  t h e  f u n d i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  
f o r  t h e  s u p p l i e s  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  o u r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  songs, d a n c e s  a n d  s t o r i e s ;  a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  e a c h  N a t i v e  .corporation e i t h e r  
a p p o i n t  o r  s e e k  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  th i s  p r o g r a m ;  a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  o n e s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
th i s  p r o j e c t  s h a l l  b e  i n  c o m b i n e d  t e a m s  of e l d e r s ,  
a d u l t s  a n d  y o u t h ;  a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e
s c h o o l s  a s  a  c l a s s  a n d  as a n  a f t e r  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  for 
t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  p u b l i c ;  a n d

z u w o o q S3.M1VS' a2A ' !fV
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BE X T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s  s h o u l d  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  in  f u r t h e r  
e n h a n c i n g  t h e  N a t i v e  c u l t u r e  a n d  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d

BE I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  y o u n g  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  e s t a b l i s h  a
c u l t u r e  w e e k  e v e r y  o t h e r  m o n t h ;  a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O LVED, t h a t  c o m p u t e r s  a n d  softv/are b e ^ p r o v i d e d
f o r  the b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;

a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
E d u c a t i o n ,  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t r i b a l  
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  c o m m u n i t y  ef f o r t s ,  n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m ,  f u t u r e  t e a c h e r s  or 
A l a s k a ,  s u p p o r t  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e  m a n d a t o r y  N a t i v e  
l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m s  i n  s c h o o l  s t a t e w i d e .

S U B M I T T E D  BY: J o i n t  E l d e r s / Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  D O  P A S S
f

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D
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1 9 9 4  A N N U A L  C O N V E N T I O N

R E S O L U T I O N  94-13

T I T L E :  K E E P I N G  E D U C A T I O N  A S 1 P R I O R I T Y

W H E R E A S :  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  tc s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  is  a l w a y s  b e i n g
c o n s i d e r e d  a n  a r e a  to cut; a n d

W H E R E A S :  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  to s p e c i a l i z e d  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  is

c o n t i n u i n g  tc d e c r e a s e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  t h e s e  c u t s  c a n  r a d i c a l l y  c h a n g e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  t h a t
a f f e c t  o u r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u t h ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  a n d  r e l e v a n t  e d u c a t i o n ,  o u r  y o u n g
p e o p l e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e  f u l l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to b e c o m e  
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  c i t i z e n s ,

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  3 E  IT  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  to t h e  1 9 9 4  _
A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  
t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  C o u n c i l / A l a s k a  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  J o i n t  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
a d v o c a t e  f c r  s t a b i l i z e d ,  a d e q u a t e  c o n s i s t e n t  s t a t e w i d e  

f u n d i n g ;  a n d

3 E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that e d u c a t i o n  r e m a i n  a f u n d i n g  p r i o r i t y .

S u b m i t t e d  BY: A l a s k a  N a t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  C o u n c i l

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  D O  P A S S

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D



A L A S K A  F E D E R A T IO N  O F  N A T I V E S

1 9 9 4  A N N U A L  C O N V E N T IO N

R E S O L U T IO N  9 4 - 3 6

T I T L E :  U S E  O F  E L D E R S  W I T H I N  S C H O O L S

WHEREAS: th r o u g h  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  w e s te r n  c u l t u r e
i m p o r t a n t  t r a d i t i o n a l  N a t i v e  v a i u e s  h a v e  b e e n  lost, a n d

W H E R E A S :  s t u d e n t s  a r e  not u t i l i z i n g  t h e i r  E l d e r s '  k n o w l e d g e  of
t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  u r g e n c y  is r e q u e s t e d  b e c a u s e  w i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  e a c h
E l d e r  w e  l o s e  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s ,

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  1994
A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  of the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  
t h a t  E l d e r s  s h o u l d  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  s c h o o l s  a s  t e a c h e r s  
t o  h e l p  p r e s e r v e  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c u l t u r e  a n d  t r a d i t i o n .

S U B M I T T E D  3Y: J o i n t  E l d e r s / Y o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  D O  P A S S

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D
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ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES

1 9 9 4  A N N U A L  C O N V E N T I O N

S P E C I A L  R E S O L U T I O N tp4

T I T L E :  R E G A I N I N G  C O N T R O L  O F ,  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  F O R ,  O U R
C H I L D R E N ’S  E D U C A T I O N

W H E R E A S  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  A la s k a  N a t i v e s  C o m m i s s i o n  r e v e a l  tha t A la s k a ' s  
s y s t e m  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  is failing, in b o th  u rban  a n d  rural 
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t o  p r e p a r e  N a t iv e  ch i ld r en  f o r  s u c c e s s  in tractitionaJ 
pu rsu i t s ,  m o d e m  c a r e e n s  o r  a n y  c o m b in a t i o n  th e r e o f ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  d e s p i t e  p u b l i c  i n v e s tm e n t  in s c h o o l  c o n s t ru c t i o n ,  cu r r icu lum
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  instruct iona l p e r s o n n e l ,  N a t i v e  ch i ld ren  c o n t in u e  
t o  r a n k  a t  o r  n e a r  th e  b o t t om  o f  a lm o s t , e v e r y  m e a s u r e  o f  a c a d e m i c  
a c h i e v e m e n t ;  a n d

I
W H E R E A S  th e  b a s i c  f a c t  u n d er ly in g  th is  s y s t e m i c  fa i lu re  is  th a t  m o s t  v i l l a g e s  

s c h o o l s  a r e  rea l ly  non-Na t iv e  institu tions, b e l o n g in g  to  n on-N a t iv e  
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  s t a f f e d  pr imarily  b y  n on-N a t iv e  p e o p l e ,  try ing  to  
t e a c h  n o n- N a t iv e  k n o w i e d y e  a n d  v a l u e s  t o  ch i ld r en  w h o s e  f am i l i e s  
a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  a l i e n a t e d  f r om  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  w e  s h a r e  in t h e  r e sp on s ib i l i t y  to  r e s o l v e  t h e s e  s i tu a t ion s ,  h a v in g  
y i e l d e d ,  to  t h e  s u p p o s e d  e x p e r t i s e  o f  o u t s id e r s ,  t h e  critical t a s k  o f  
t e a c h i n g  e a c h  n e w  g e n e r a t io n  o f  o u r  o w n  p e o p l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A .S  little Im p r o v e m e n t  in N a t iv e  a c a d e m i c  p e r f o r m a n c e  c a n  b e
e x p e c t e d  until tw o  th in g s  h a p p e n :  w e  s t o p  a b d ic a t in g  r e sp on s ib i l i t y  
fo r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  ch ild ren , a n d  A la s k a ’s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
s y s t e m s  e m b a r k  or i;a  n e w  a p p r o a c h  o f  cu ltura l flexibility a n d  
c o o p e r a t i v e  adm in is t ra t ion  in o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  a f t e r  s o  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  d e p e n d i n g  o n  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d  
b u r e a u c r a t s ,  o u r  r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  p a r en ta l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  r o l e s  in 
e d u c a t i o n  will b e  difficult a n d  will elicit e n t r e n c h e d  r e s i s t a n c e  a t  
e v e r y  turn ; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  g i v e n  t h e  c o m p e l l in g  s ta t is t ica l  d a t a  a n d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  o u r  o w n  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  w e  h a v e  n o  c h o i c e  bu t t o  e n d  th is  s e l f- d e fe a t in g  
d e p e n d e n c y ,  to  in s is t  tha t o u r  s c h o o l s  b e l o n g  t o  a u d  t o  t a k e  
b a c k  c o n t r o l  o f  o u r  ch i ld ren 's  l iv e s ;



B E  IT F IN A L L Y  R E S O L V E D  tha t th e  C o n v e n t i o n  u r g e s  all p u b l i c  h e a l th
inst itu t ions t o  im p l e m e n t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o i  t h e  A l a s k a  
N a t i v e s  C o m m i s s i o n  - w ith s p e c i a l  a t t en t ion  t o  t h o s e  th a t  a d v o c a t e  
a  fu n d a m en ta l  sh ift  o f  t h e  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  f r om  its p r e s e n t  
e m p h a s i s  o n  r e a c t i v e  s e c o n d a r y  a n d  ter t ia ry  c a r e  t o  a  n e w  priority  
o f  p r im ary  c a r e ,  p r e v e n t io n ,  h e a l th  e d u c a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  
r e sp on s ib i l i t y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  im p l em e n t a t i o n .

S U B M I T T E D  B Y :  A la s k a  F e d e r a f i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  B o a r d  o f  D ir e c t o r s  

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P A S S E D
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Sealaska Heritage Foundation
One S e a la s k a  P la ra , S u ite  201 • J u n e a u . A la s k a  99801-12*15 ‘  (907) 4^-4044

Fax  (907) 5 . M 8 0 7

March 22, l$p5
Testimony in Support of SB 32, Nat ive Language Education Act

Senator Torgerson
Chairman, Commun ity and Regional A ffa irs Committee 
A laska State Senate
V ia FAX 465-2652 (Sen. Georgianna Lincoln)

Dear Senator Torgerson:
rv&i

I  am w r i t in g  in support cl SB 32, the N a t ive  Language Education Act. The 
proposed legis la tion mandates that each school d is tr ic t form a Native Language 
A dv iso ry  Board, and that the board examine d is tr ic t policy, program, and 
curr icu lum  for A laska Nat ive languages, recommending revision as necessary.

Teachers, adm inistrators, policy makers, and the pub lic  are still debating the 
va lue and va l id i ty  of A laska Na t ive  in te llectual cu lture , nnd its place in the 
school curr icu lum . The debate has been going on ior over 100 years, and shows 
no sign of resolution.

Once more the pub lic  is inv ited to offer tes limony regarding Native language 
policy and the schools, the place of A laska N a t ive  language and literature in the 
language a ’-te curricu lum . Such debate is u su a l ly  heated.

The review process established by SB 32 w i l l  address a critical Issue in education 
and w il l do i t  yvith a m in im um  of negative conflict. It w ou ld  not mandate any 
changes, b u tw o u ld  have school d istr ic ts exam ine an aspect of the curr icu lum 
that has lo n g b e tn  of concern to the A laska N a t ive  community.



In  m y  twenty-five years of invo lvemen t w ith  language arts instruction in Alaska, 
I have found discrim ination to be a l ive  and well in the school curr icu lum , in 
teacher and adm in istrator att itude, and in pub lic opinion. In southeast Alaska, 
w ith  which I  am most fam ilia r , A laska Nat ive  language and litera ture are 
typ ica l ly  exc luded from the school curricu lum; when inc luded , they are often 
tr iv ia l ized  or marg ina lized . Such exclusion or tr iv ia lization are forms of 
discrim ination lo the axtent that the curr icu lum  fails lo represent an important 
cu lture and heritage of the community .

A  T ling it student in  Juneau, for example, can take four years of French, bu t 
T ling it is not offered, even on a "language exploration" basis. We shou ld  also 
note that French instruction is  not funded  by the French commun ity  of Juneau.
In contrast, a recent experiment to offer a two-week course in T ling it was funded 
by private sources, in c lud ing  donations from Native corporations and 
organizations, and w as undertaken at the in it ia tive of one teacher. In  two recent 
d is tr ic t surveys, T ling it ranked among the top preferences for language 
instruction, b u t it has been a lmost twenty-five years since the d is tr ic t offered the 
language.

A. few  years ago, when studen ts in v ited  us to come to their school in  one o f the 
predom inantly T ling it v i l lages o f Southeast Alaska, and talk w ith  them about our 
recently pub lished b il ingua l collection o f T lingit oral literature, one o f the 
adm in istrators vetoed it, te ll ing us, '1 don't see where T ling it litera ture fits into 
the curricu lum ."

Some districts s t i l l c lass ify T ling it students in special education, and place them 
in speech therapy for regional dia lect, a practice the same adm in istrators w ou ld  
not suggest to President G in to n  or Governor Knowles. Some school d istricts 
generate major fund ing  in  the name of Native  students; bu t how  much o f it goes 
into language arts instruction for N a t ive  students, and how much of that 
instruction includes A laska N a t ive  language and literature?

What is the message be ing sen t to N a t ive  students and the general pub lic  b y  a 
learn ing environment in  wh ich  the va lu e  and va l id ity  of A laska N a t ive  
intellectual cu lture continue to be questioned or denied at the h ighest levels? 
Po licy makers and the general pub l ic  shed tears over h igh Na t ive  drop ou t and



low self esteem, yet continue to question or deny Native content in the language 
arts curriculum. This is more than hypocrasy; it is discrimination; and if it isn't 
already against school law, it should be.

I support SB 32 because it w i l l  p rov ide for evaluation of ongoing school policy 
regarding the position o f A laska N a t ive  language and litera ture in  the 
curricu lum .

I f  the b il l does not a lready prov ide for it, 1 suggest that it inc lude a requirement 
that the data collected on wh ich  languages are taught, and at w ha t levels , and for 
how long, be fonvarded to the A laska Department of Education , and that the 
DOL7 be required to compile a profile o f N a t ive  language teaching in A laska 
schools.

Richard L. Dauenhauer, Ph.D. 
Program Director 
Language and Cu ltura l Studies



S E N A T E  B I L L  3 2  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n
( L i n c o l n ) I n : 1 / 1 6 / 9 5  Ou t :

F u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l s :  H ES  a n d  F i n a n c e
R e q u e s t  f o r  h e a r i n g : 3 / 6 / 9 5
He a r i n g  d a t e : 3 / 2 2 / 9 5

R e m a r k s : Co m p a n i o n  b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  Ho u s e  t h i s  s e s s i o n
( H o u s e  B i l l  1 6 0  -  Ni c h o l i a )
He a r i n g  s c h e d u l e d  3 / 2 3 / 9 5  i n  Ho u s e  Co m m u n i t y  a n d  

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  Co m m i t t e e

T h i s  b i l l  w a s  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  s p o n s o r  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 t h
l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  CS r e c o m m e n d e d  b y
t h e  S e n a t e  CRA  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  3 D P / 2 N R
T h e  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1 9 9 3
P a s s e d  o u t  o f  S e n a t e  CR A  i n  1 9 9 4
Ha d  f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l s  t o  S e n a t e  HES a n d  F i n a n c e
D i e d  i n  S e n a t e  HES
Co m p a n i o n  b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  Ho u s e  i n  1 9 9 3  ( N i c h o l i a )
Ha d  4  c o m m i t t e e  r e f e r r a l s  -  n e v e r  h e a r d  i n  c o m m i t t e e

B i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  s p o n s o r  i n  1 9 9 1 - 9 2  
P a s s e d  Ho u s e  2 7 - 4 - 9 E  
Di e d  i n  S e n a t e  R u l e s

C o m p a n i o n  b i l l  i n  S e n a t e  ( H o f f m a n )  s a m e  s e s s i o n  
D i e d  i n  S e n a t e  HES
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