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STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Dete:  February 20. 1996

Title: An Act relating to regional educational
attendance areas

Sen. Lincoln

Senate C&RA

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Expenditures/Revenues:

OPERATING Fy 97 Fy 98

FISCAL NOTE

BILL NO; SB 294

Dept. Affected: Community & Regional Affairs

BRU: none

Component none

COVIPONENT SERIAL NO,

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 99 FY00 Fy 01

FY 02

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

| CAPITAL
| REVENUE FUND SOURCE: |

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current (FY94) impact$  none

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This legislation would provide an option for communities, by local election, to change to a different regional
education attendance area. The department envisions that existing staff and resources could absorb any
departmental assistance directed towards local government educational efforts or support for special local
elections in conjunction with the provisions of this legislction.

Prepared by: Remond Henderson. Director hone: 465-4708
Division: Division of Administrative Services Date: 2/20/96
Approved by Commissioner: Date: 2/20/96

Agency: Community & Regional Affairs
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR™S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call tho Governor*s Legislative Office
Page 1 of 1
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB294
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Dete: Department Affected: Education
Title: "An Act relating to regional educational attendance BRU K12 Suppart

Conponent:  Foundation Program

Sponsar: .Senator Linooln
Requester: .Senator Lincoln Qi poMen t serikl AQ. i
Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING Fy 97 Fy 98 FY9 FY00 Fy QL Fy 2
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING O O G O O O
[ CAPITAL EXPENDITURES O O O O .. o 20
CHANGE IN REVENUES 1 G G -0- -0- -0- -0-

RUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Prcgnun Receipts

1006GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL -0 -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:

AULL-TIVE

PART-TIVE

TEMPORARY

Estimete of current year (FY96) inpact: $

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate if )

The department cannat determine the increased cost or a savings to the state, for Foundation Funding purposes, if a
community located in an educational senvice area becomes part of adifferent educational senvice area. The possible
cost/savings would occur when a community became a part of a different educational service area that also had a
different area cost differential than the original educational senvice area. Ahigher dillerential would resuit inan
increased cost to the state, and a lower area cost differential would resut in a savings to the state.

Prepared by:  Eddv Jeans Phone: ,.465:8685-

Dvision:  School Anance — - Dete. — Merch L -1996-------------==n-menmm-
Approved by Commissioner: ShﬂQ/ I—bIIOV\ay A D-----memeeeee-
Aecy. BEducation ./ - Dalelmmmmmemmem e

PREPARER TO—FTROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES 0 GOVERNORS LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
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February 27, 1996

M EMORAN 1) UM

TO: Senator John Torgerson
Chair, Senate Community and Regional Affairs
Committee

FROM: Senator Georgianna Lincolm
Senate District R

SUBJFCP: Bill Scheduling Request

1 am requesting the scheduling of Senate Bill 294, an Act relating
to regional educational attendance areas, before the Senate
Community and Regional Affairs Committee.

Attached is my sponsor statement.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
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Al SPONSOR STATEMENT

Senate Bill 294

An Act relating to regional educational attendance areas

Senate Bill 294 has been introduced to provide communities within
one regional educational attendance area (REAA) the ability to
become part of a different educational service area in the same
regional corporation boundary, with the approval of the
commissioner of Department of Education.

Under existing law (AS 14.08.031), a community within a regional
educational attendance area can only become part of another REIAA
within the boundaries of a separate regional corporation. Under
Senate Bill 294, a community could merge with a REAA that has
common interests, yet is in the same regional corporation.

Passage of SB 294 would enable REAA’ to become more cohesive
and coordinated. Some communities in rural and bush Alaska feel
special "bonds" with other communities that are in other REAA’s.
Language, culture, family, and friends are shared between them,

facilitating a better relationship in delivering educational needs.

The ability to administer a school district between these types of
communities could be beneficial in both cultural and fiscal terms.

Senate Bill 294 will facilitate improvement in our educational
system by allowing schools to transfer to closely related, adjacent
REAA’s using stringent guidelines to insure a responsible,

consistent process.




Sec. 1408031 Regional educational attendance areas,
(a) The Department of Community and Regional Affairs in consulta-
tion with the Department of Education and local communities shall
divide the unorganized horough into educational service areas using
the boundaries or sub-boundaries of the regional corporations estab-
lished under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, unless by
referendum a community votes to merge with another community
contiguous to it hut within the boundaries or sub-houndaries of an-
other regional corporation. |

(b) An educational service area established in the unorganized bor-
ough under (a) of this section constitutes a regional educational atten-
dance area. As far as practicable, each regional educational atten-
dance area shall contain an integrated socio-economic, linguistically
and culturally homogeneous area. In the formation of the regional
educational attendance areas, consideration shall be given to the
transportation and communication network to facilitate the adminis-
tration of education and communication between communities that
comprise the area. Whenever possible, municigalities, other govern-
mental or regional corporate entities, drainage asins, and other iden-
tifiable geographic features shall be used in describing the boundaries
of the regional school attendance areas.

(c) Military reservation schools shall be included in a regional edu-
cational attendance area. However, operation of military reservation
schools by a city or borough school district may be required by the
department under AS 14.12.020(2) and AS 14.14.110. Where the oper-
ation of the military reservation schools in a regional educational
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Pox 247
Gustavus. AK 99826
M arch 18, 1996

To: Senator Torgeson
RE: SB 294

Ilhave recently heard of a bill which would allow schools within
REAA's to join with school districts of their choice rather than be
in mandated districts. This bill Isof interest to Gustavus residents;
however, it would need to be amended in order to address our

needs,

Presently, we are affiliated with Chatham School District which
operates out of Angoon We are not economically, culturally,
socially, philosophically, or linguistically com patible with this
district. W e strongly desire some other options.

We would like to see this billamended so that schools could be
a part ot any district including those outside of the REAA

restriction in order to be of significance to us.

lhank you for your kind attention.

Sincerelv,

Katy W hite



| o
To; . Senator Lincoln
From Fredllohn Jr

ek March 20,1996

.Chistoehina and Mentasta are two illace ttet have close auttural ties
("he majonty of the peaple in the two villagewould like tobe inthe
saihe school district) | believe itwould be goog that Chistochinalbe in
the Aladka Gateway School District ltwould benefit Chistochina and
the Gateway School District | support Senate Bl 294



Tor Serator Lincoln
Hiom: WilsonJustin
DI|< e March 20,1996

| yery much favor any legslation alloning trarsfer of scdhools among
dstricts Bll'294 seens to provide asolution {o alag standing
problem among srall communities and sdols We are et the mercy
of’a‘“tyramy of the mgjority “ and secondly from personal
experience | can =l you thet flonerswill groon the top of MT.
Sanford, sixteen thousand feet =l before the Copper River School
Baard acoords Chistochina parents. The gopropriate respect and
country;expectant of any public bodies to acommunity orvllage



Td Senator Lincoln
F:Dim W iteivtiw M kAyKta (hw £
= Mardh 20.1996

| Erin suppprt (ofbeing able to move sdhools into other districts
re often we are stuck in school dstrictwhgjrechange'sis not
ppening and we see adistrictwith more lotd cottrol. As a
minorty herewe are most often keftout





