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Alaska State IExgislature

Senate
I'0 Box »>70r>0
. . QA.ui;uk \bik.i JJ567
Office of The Majority Leader Phore 65445

Sponsor Statement

Noise at Airports and Sport Shooting Ranges

Airports and sport shooting ranges offer a public service and recreational
opportunities. They are increasingly under attack in the lower forty-eight
states. Since populations are tending to shift from urban to rural areas, new
groups of citizens are moving into areas with existing airports and ranges.
This encroachment has resulted in hundreds of lawsuits and complaints
against airport and range owners and operators due to the noise level.

Senate Bill 274 was introduced to provide private airports and sport shooting
ranges protection from lawsuits if the action arises out of the noise level from
normal operation or its uses; provided the facility was established before the
person acquired the property or prior to any noise control ordinance or law.

Without the passage of SB 274 private airports and sport shooting ranges
within Alaska will remain vulnerabie to legal sanctions jeopardizing the
opportunities they prov.de through their ongoing and traditional uses.

This piece of legislation is endorsed by the National Rifle Association, Alaska
Air Carriers Association, the Alaska Outdoor Council and the Alaska
Airmen's Association.

Thank you for your consideration.



National Rifle .association of America
fremortm rot izcuraceye ACNot*
S4« Cal ttol Mail, Surra -tfik
Sackaxzhto. CA 9<WII
(916) 144-MSS

February 26, 1996

Senator Rick Halford

Alaska Slats Legislature
Stats Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Halford,

On behalfofthe over 25,000 Alaska members of the National Rifle Association, let me take this
opportunity to thank you for introducing Senaf' Bill 274 and to indicate strong support for the
bill. Firearms shooting ranges ire under attack across the Uniled States and it is important to
bead this off, particularly in a state like Alaaka which has such a strong firearms and shooting
heritage.

Firearms shooting ranges have established a long tradition of service to a wide variety of citizen
groups in local communities. However, population shifts mom urban to suburban cr ruaJ area?
have moved new groups of citizens in closer proximity to existing ranges. In recent years, this
encroachment on previously existing ranges has resulted in hundreds of lawsuits and complaints
filed by newcomers against range owners and operators or the passage of local ordinances timed
at closing ranges because of noise.

It is critical that the state of .Alaska adopt SB 274 to ensure that ranges remain open for operation
so ss to provide sale places for the use of firearms. Range owners and operators must be
protected from civil court action, criminal prosecution, or other local restrictions. SB 274 would
only protect existing ranges and existing activity levels. This legislation would 2QI tie die hands
of local government to regulate the locatioo of future ranges nor limit local government from
regulating unsafe ranges.

Firearm shooting ranges have longstanding records of safely providing important public servias
and recreational or training opportunities and often serve as training facilities for local law
enforcement officials and military personnel. In addition to serving as locations to hold both
informal practice sessions and organized competitions for those engages in recrcauonal shooting,
firearm ranges offer firearm and hunter education and safety courses, providing invaluable



hands-on instruction in the sale and proper handling and use of firearms.

Without the protection afforded by Senate Bill 274, shooting ranges which currently offer
valuable public services and recreational opportunities while posing no hazard to nearby
residents will continue to remain vulnerable to arbitrary legal or legislative sanctions. To n'"/~
eicvrn othcx states have passed range protection legislation similar to SB 274, including .\Calne,
Oregon, Tennessee and Wyoming which passed their laws just last jcssion.

Senate Bill 274 is an important piece of legislation which will provide red benefits to Alrnkr’s
law-abiding firearm users and to tbe public at large.

3n‘an Judy J  (J
Alaska State Liaison
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:K 7 E 35th Avejxe. Suite 102
iixiTorace.AlJasJca 995C8
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February 26, 1996

Senator Rick Halford

Alaska State Senate

State Capital Building

Juneau, AX 99801-1182 via fax:465-4923

Re: SB274
Noise Levels at Private Airports

Dear Senator Halford,

The Alaska Air Carriers Association, representing approximately 145 air
carriers operating throughout Alaska,.supports the legislation you have
introduced relating to noise levels at airports and shooting facilities. We also
agree with the Alaska Airmen’s Association's suggestion that the bill should
be expanded to include, helicopter operations, provided the definition of
“aircraft” does not include rotor-wing vehicles.

If we can be of furiier assistance in the-promotion of SB274,. please contact
this office.

Best Regards,

Kimberly S. Daniels Ross .

P.S. Senator, if you happen to be in or around Anchorage on March 5th, wo.
would like to invite you to the AACA annual banquet.-- This is our' ?0fh
Anniversary program and, if for no other reason, the trade-show should be of
interest to you-iots of aviation stuff!! Please call if you’'d like to come.



ALASKA AIRMEN®"S ASSOC. 9072721251

(J of A/Viatlon Complex
1515 Cast L3th Aoenue Anchorage, Alaska 99501

(907) 272-1251

22696 by ficaiinile

Senator Ride Halford

Stne Capitol Building, Room 508

Juneau, AK 99801-1H2

RE: SB274

Dear Sonator Halford:

U is the position of the Alaska Airmen’! Association to strongly support SB274 which is m act
relating to tbe itoise Jfiveh ofairports ;u>d rpwt dxxjting facilities. In tho de&ifccn of “airport
Eldliry" whbidi carrmdy resda *V ivafc are* ofland or water that i* o*od cr intended for use for the

Uadbg and take-offofaircraft* wc would Hke to see you indude heliports.

The Alaska Airmen’s Associalioo would like to thank you tor the opportunity to review and submit
our pocicco oa this bol.

Sincerely.

President



ALASKA OUTDUOOR COUNSTC
4506 Robbie Rd.

L

JUNEAU, AK. 99801

(>07) 463-3830

Feb. 26. 1996

The Honorable Rick Halford
Alaska State Senate
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Ak. 998ClI

Dear Senator Halford:

The Alaska Outdoor Council and its member organizations support 33 274, and
appreciate your efforts on the behalf of the citizens of Alasxa to protect
traditional activities important to them.

SB 274. "An Act relating to the noise levels of airports and sport shooting
facilities" is an important step toward maintaining the opportunity to pursue
traditional activities that are inherently important to many Alaskans. As more
and more people move to our state, they bring with them preconceived
notions about the scope of government and the services it should provide.
Most long time Alaskans have found themselves constantly battling the
encroachment of government into their daily lives at the bequest of those less
informed on traditional Alaskan customs. The importance of air travel and use
of firearms are very good examples of traditional Alcskan activities thelS3 274

will help to protect.
Once again, the AOC would like to thank you Senatcr for your eftcrrs

supporting the traditions our members value. |If there is something further we
can do to assist you in this effort, blease feel free to contact us.

Sincerely.

Eddie Crasser
Governmental Affairs

cc: Senator Green
Senc*cr Shcrp



FISCAL N OTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. C5SB 274 (TRAlain
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revis-on Date. 3/29/35 Dept. Affected: Department of Law
"utle: "An Act relating to the noise levels of airports and BRU: Civil Division
sport snooting facilities ' Component: General Legal Services
Sponsor; Senator halforo
Pequester: Senator Halford COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 2087
(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FYy 98 FY 99 FYy 00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
AND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
[CHANGE IN REVENUES (
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
100 f GF Match
'004 GF
'005 GF/Prooram Receipts
*005 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimato of any currant yoar (FY96! cost: $ 0.0
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
IANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The CS for SB 274 will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Law

Prepared by: H chard I. Penues, Dire Phone: 465-3072

Divisior : Administrative ServiceVTAfvislgfii n Date:. 3/23/96
.. Kivitgq ¢ * £ r .

Approved by Commissioner: Buur.c M. Bntelhr, atiomev General Date; 3/29/96

Agency Department of Law

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, cll the Governor®s Legislotive Office

(Rev 10/34) 5fnno.xls DBR Page 1 of 1
FISCAL NOTE - DEPT. OF LAW



FI1SCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILLNO. CS SB#274 (TRA) am
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Dale: 4196 Dept. Affected DOT&PF__
Title: ‘An Act relating to the noise levels ot airports and ~ BRU: Engineering and Operations
sport shooling facilities.* Component: Engineering and Opetations
Sponsor: Senator Halford
Requester: House Transportation COMPONENT SERIAL NO. #EAT
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

i_.AND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 00 00 00 00 00 00
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 00 00 00 00 00| 00
ICHANGEIN REVENUES ( ) 00 00 00 00 00 00
FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)

1002 FederaJ Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHT1A

Other

TOTAL 00 00 00 00 00 00

Estimate of any current year (FY96) cost: $ 0.0

POSmMONS

FULL-TIME 0
PART-TIME 0
TEMPORARY 0

(eNoNe)
[eNoNe]
[eNeoNe]
[eNoNe]
(e eoNe)

ANALYSIS' (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This proposed legislation does not affect the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities operations or
budget. The Department does not operate any sport shooting ranges or private airports as defined in the
proposed legislation.

Prepared by: Nate Johnson. Statewide Environmenital Coordinator Phoney  465-6954

Division: Engineering andjD peratioro x1 S Date:_ 4/1/96

Approved by: Date: 4/1/36
Joseprrt. Perkins. Commissioner

Agency Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For lunner distribution information, call tho Gove mors Legislative 0*' c«

(Rev 01.96) SWOtisn sls/SSK Page tof 1



