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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

N o is e  a t  A i rp o r t s  a n d  S p o r t  S h o o t i n g  R a n g e s

A irp o r ts  a n d  sp o r t  s h o o tin g  ran g es  offer  a pub lic  serv ice  a n d  re c re a t io n a l  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  T hey  are  inc reas ing ly  u n d e r  a t tack  in the  lo w e r  fo r ty -e ig h t  
s ta tes .  S ince p o p u la t io n s  a re  te n d in g  to shift from  u rb a n  to  ru ra l  a rea s ,  n e w  
g r o u p s  of citizens are  m o v in g  in to  a rea s  w ith  ex is t ing  a i rp o r t s  a n d  ran g es .  
This  e n c ro a c h m e n t  has  re su lted  in h u n d r e d s  o f  la w su its  a n d  c o m p la in t s  
a g a in s t  a i rp o r t  and  ra n g e  o w n e rs  a n d  o p e ra to rs  d u e  to th e  no ise  level.

S ena te  Bill 274 w as  in t ro d u c e d  to p ro v id e  p r iv a te  a i rp o r ts  a n d  s p o r t  sh o o t in g  
r a n g e s  p ro tec tion  from  law su its  if the  ac tion  arises  o u t  o f  the  n o ise  leve l from  
n o rm a l  o p e ra t io n  or its uses; p ro v id e d  the  facility w as  e s ta b l is h e d  b e fo re  the 
p e rso n  acq u ired  the p ro p e r ty  o r  p r io r  to a n y  no ise  con tro l o rd in a n c e  o r  law .

W ith o u t  the  p assag e  o f  SB 274 p r iv a te  a i rp o r ts  an d  s p o r t  s h o o t in g  r a n g e s  
w i th in  A laska  will rem a in  v u ln e ra b ie  to  legal san c t io n s  je o p a rd iz in g  the  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  they  p ro v .d e  th ro u g h  th e ir  o n g o in g  a n d  t ra d i t io n a l  u se s .

This  p iece  of leg is la tion  is e n d o rs e d  b y  the  N a tio n a l  Rifle A sso c ia t io n ,  A laska  
Air C a rr ie rs  A ssociation, the  A laska  O u td o o r  C ouncil  a n d  the A la sk a  
A i rm e n 's  A ssoc ia tion .

T h a n k  v ou  for v o u r  co n s id e ra t io n ./ J



N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  .a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a
I r c m r t m  r o t  I - z c u l a t t y e  A c n o t *

S4« Ca/ ttol Ma il , Surra -tfiK 
Sackaxzhto. CA 9<Wll 

(916) 144-MSS

February 26, 1996

Senator Rick Halford 
Alaska Slats Legislature 
Stats Capitol (MS 3100) 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Halford,

On behalf o f  the over 25,000 Alaska members of the National Rifle Association, let me take this 
opportunity to thank you for introducing Senaf' Bill 274 and to indicate strong support for the 
bill. Firearms shooting ranges ire under attack across the Uniled States and it is important to 
bead this off, particularly in a state like Alaaka which has such a strong firearms and shooting 
heritage.

Firearms shooting ranges have established a long tradition of service to a  wide variety of citizen 
groups in local communities. However, population shifts mom urban to suburban cr ruaJ area? 
have moved new groups of citizens in closer proximity to existing ranges. In recent years, this 
encroachment on previously existing ranges has resulted in hundreds o f  lawsuits and complaints 
filed by newcomers against range owners and operators or the passage o f  local ordinances timed 
at closing ranges because o f  noise.

It is critical that the state of .Alaska adopt SB 274 to ensure that ranges remain open for operation 
so ss to provide sale places for the use o f  firearms. Range owners and operators must be 
protected from civil court action, criminal prosecution, or other local restrictions. SB 274 would 
only protect existing ranges and existing activity levels. This legislation would 2QI tie die hands 
o f  local government to regulate the locatioo of future ranges nor limit local government from 
regulating unsafe ranges.

Firearm shooting ranges have longstanding records of safely providing important public se rv ias  
and recreational or training opportunities and often serve as training facilities for local law 
enforcement officials and military personnel. In addition to serving as locations to hold both 
informal practice sessions and organized competitions for those engages in recrcauonal shooting, 
firearm ranges offer firearm and hunter education and safety courses, providing invaluable



hands-on instruction in the sale and proper handling and use of firearms.

Without the protection afforded by Senate Bill 274, shooting ranges which currently offer 
valuable public services and recreational opportunities while posing no hazard to nearby 
residents will continue to remain vulnerable to arbitrary legal or legislative sanctions. To n '"/~ 
eicvrn otbcx states have passed range protection legislation similar to SB 274, including .VCalne, 
Oregon, Tennessee and Wyoming which passed their laws just last jcssion.

Senate Bill 274 is an important piece of legislation which will provide red benefits to Alrnkr’s 
law-abiding firearm users and to tbe public at large.

3n'an Judy J  (J 
Alaska State Liaison
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February 26, 1996

S e n a to r  R ic k  H a lfo rd  
A la sk a  State S enate  
S ta te  C ap ita l  B u ild ing  
J u n e a u ,  A X  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

R e: S B 274
N o is e  L ev e ls  a t  P r iva te  A irports

D e a r  S en a to r  H alfo rd ,

T h e  A laska  A ir  C arr ie rs  A ssocia tion , rep resen t in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  145 a i r  
c a r r ie r s  ope ra t ing  th ro u g h o u t A la s k a , . supports  the le g is la t io n  y o u  hav e  
in t ro d u c e d  re la ting  to no ise  levels a t a irports  a n d  shooting  facilit ies . W e  also 
a g re e  w ith  th e  A lask a  A irm e n ’s A ssoc ia tion 's  suggestion tha t the b ill  sh o u ld  
b e  ex p an d e d  to include, he licop te r  opera tions , p ro v id ed  the d e f in i t io n  o f  
“ a i rc ra f t”  does  no t  inc lude ro to r-w in g  vehicles .

I f  w e  can  be o f  f u r i i e r  assistance in  th e -p ro m o tio n  o f  SB 274,. p lease  co n tac t  
th is  office.

B e s t  R egards ,

K im b e r ly  S. D an ie ls  R oss  .

P .S .  S ena to r ,  i f  y ou  h a p p e n  to be  in o r  a ro u n d  A nchorage  o n  M a r c h  5th, wo. 
w o u ld  like to inv ite  you  to th e  A A C A  annua l banquet.-- T h is  is  o u r '  ?Ofh 
A n n iv e r s a ry  p ro g ram  and, i f  fo r  no  o th e r  reason , the  t rade -show  s h o u ld  be o f  
in te re s t  to  y o u - i o t s  o f  av ia tion  s tu ff ! ! P lease  call i f  y o u ’d  l ik e  to  c o m e .

v ia  fax :4 6 5 -4 9 2 3
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(9 0 7 ) 272-1251

(J o f A /V iatlo n  C om plex
1515 Cast L3th Aoenue Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 1

Z 2 6 9 6 by ficaiinile

Senator Ride Halford
S tn e  Capitol Building, Room 508
Juneau, AK 99801-1H2

RE: SB274

Dear Sonator Halford:

U is tbe position o f the Alaska Airmen’! Association to  strongly support SB274 which is m  act 
relating to  tbe itoise Jfiveh o f airports ;u>d rpw t dxxjting facilities. In tho de& ifccn o f “airport 
E ldliry" w bidi carrm dy resda ‘V iv afc are* o f land or water that i* o*od c r intended for use for the 
U adbg and take-off o f aircraft* wc would Hke to see you indude heliports.

The Alaska Airmen’s Associalioo would like to tbank you tor the opportunity to review and submit 
our pocicco oa this bo!.

Sincerely.

P r e s id e n t



A L A S K A  O U T D O O R  C O U N C I L

4 5 0 6  R o b b i e  R d .  

J U N E A U , A K .  9 9 8 0  J 

(> 0 7 ) 4 6 3 - 3 8 3 0

F e b . 26. 1996

T he H o n o r a b le  R ick  H a lford  
A la s k a  S ta t e  S e n a t e  
A la s k a  S ta te  C a p ito l  
J u n e a u ,  A k . 9 9 8 C I

D e a r  S e n a to r  H alford:

Th,e A la s k a  O u td o o r  C o u n c i l  a n d  its m e m b e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  s u p p o r t  33 27 4 , a n d  
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  e ffo r ts  o n  th e  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c i t iz e n s  o f  A la s x a  to  p r o t e c t  
tr a d it io n a l a c tiv it ie s  im p o r ta n t  to  th e m .

SB 274 . "A n  A c t  r e la tin g  to  th e  n o is e  le v e ls  o f  a irp o rts  a n d  s p o r t  s h o o t in g  
fa c ili tie s "  is a n  im p o r ta n t  s t e p  to w a r d  m a in ta in in g  th e  o p p o r tu n i t y  to  p u r s u e  
tr a d it io n a l a c tiv it ie s  th a t  a r e  in h e r e n t ly  im p o r ta n t  to  m a n y  A la sk a n s . A s  m o r e  
a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  m o v e  to  o u r  s ta te ,  th e y  b r in g  w ith  t h e m  p r e c o n c e i v e d  
n o t io n s  a b o u t  th e  s c o p e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  th e  s e r v ic e s  it s h o u ld  p r o v id e .  
M o s t  lo n g  t im e  A la sk a n s  h a v e  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  c o n s ta n t ly  b a t t l in g  th e  
e n c r o a c h m e n t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  in to  th e ir  d a ily  lives a t  t h e  b e q u e s t  o f  t h o s e  less  
i n fo r m e d  o n  tra d itio n a l A la sk a n  c u s to m s .  The i m p o r ta n c e  o f  air tr a v e l a n d  u se  
o f  fire a rm s a r e  v e r y  g o o d  e x a m p le s  o f  tra d itio n a l A lc s k a n  a c t iv i t ie s  t h e 1 S3 274  
will h e l p  to  p r o te c t .

O n c e  a g a in ,  th e  A O C  w o u ld  like to  th a n k  y o u  S e n a t c r  fo r  y o u r  e ftc r rs  
s u p p o r t in g  th e  tra d itio n s  o u r  m e m b e r s  v a lu e . If th e r e  is s o m e th in g  fu r th e r  w e  
c a n  d o  to  assist y o u  in this e ffo r t, b l e a s e  f e e l  fr e e  to  c o n t a c t  us.

S in c e re ly .

E d d ie  C ra sse r  
G o v e r n m e n ta l  A ffa irs

c c :  S e n a to r  G r e e n
S e n c * c r  S h c r p



t V >

Revis -on Date. 3 /2 9 /3 5 ________________________________________ Dept. Affected
"utle: "An Act relating to the noise levels of airports and BRU:
sport snooting facilities '

F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE O F  ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. C5SB 274 (TRAlain 

:___________Department of Law______

Sponsor;
P e q u e s t e r :

Senator halforo
S e n a to r  H a lfo rd

Component:
C iv i l D iv i s io n
General Legal Serv ices

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2 0 8 7

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 0 0 FY 01 FY 0 2

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
.AND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

[CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1 0 0 2  Federal Receipts
10 0  f GF Match
' 0 0 4  GF
'0 0 5  GF/Prooram Receipts
* 0 0 5  GF/MHTIA
O th e r
T O T A L 0  0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a t o  o f  a n y  c u r r a n t  y o a r  (FY 9 6 I c o s t : $ 0 .0
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O PER A T IN G  EX PEN D ITU R ES FY  97 FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02
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TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
S U P P L IE S
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O ther
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This proposed legislation does not affect the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities operations or 
budget. The Department does not operate any sport shooting ranges or private airports a s  defined in the

proposed legislation.
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