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This legislation corrects an existing discrepancy on the Kenai Peninsula. 
Specifically, the current statute sets times for allowing studded tires along 
Alaska's paved highways into two areas; one area is north of 60 North 
Latitude and the other area is south of 60 North Latitude.

While this division is very clear and simple for the majority of the paved 
roads within the State, it unfortunately separates the Sterling Highway, a 
much traveled road in South Central Alaska.

Currently, studded tires are prohibited from May 1 through September 15 
from  about Ninilchik north to Anchorage. From Ninilchik south to 
Hom er, how ever, studded tires are prohibited from April 15 through 
September 30.

Clearly, the driver living in Ninilchik or traveling through Ninilchik faces a 
problem of when to put studded tires on their vehicle and which direction 
they can then legally travel after they have put on the studded tires.

W hile fc*ie law  enforcement com m unity has been graciously gentle in 
enforcing this delineation, it reflects poorly on the State of Alaska. The 
issue was brought to my attention this fall w hen a news item on a local 
radio station m ade fun of the division.

This legislation very simply places the entire Sterling Highway in one area 
- by prohibiting studded tires from May 1 through September 15.

(JT:maj:SB 241: 1/30/% )
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SECTIO N A L ANALYSIS 

SB 241 - ST U D D E D  TIRES O N  STERLING H IG H W A Y

SECTION 1. -vmends current statute 28.35.155(a) by exempting the 
Sterling Highway from the latitude division line for motor vehicle 
operation with studded tires or tires which chains.

(JT:m«j:SB 241:1/30/96)

R ep re sen tin g  tho C om m un itie s  o l: * Lowoll Po in t * S ew a rd  * B ear C reek  * C rown Point * M ooso P a s s  * H ope * C oope r L and ing  * S te r lin g  * S o td o tn . i' 
‘ K as lto t * C lam  Q uiet) ’  N in ilch ik  * H H H S f t  c ,r y  ’  Ff1t2 c , * 8k * K ach em ak  S o lo  *

li
SECTIONAL ANALYSIS



STATE OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND REGIO

COMMUNITY/BOROU(



2/15/95

STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

i

F I S C A L  N O T E

BILL NO. SB 241

D o p t. A f f e c t e d : D O T& PFRevision Date: _____________________________________________
Title: An Act relating to the use of studded tires on the BRU:

Sterling Highway________________________________________________Component: D e sign  and Construction

C e n t r a l R e g io n

S p o n s o r :
R e q u e s te r ;

T o r g e r s o n
T r a n s p o r ta t io n

Expenditures/Revenues

C O M P O N E N T 'S E R IA IJW D . 

(Thousands of Dollars)

561.

O P ER A T IN G  EX P E N D IT U R E S FY  97 FY  98 FY  99 FY  00 FY 01 FY  02
P ER S O N A L  S E R V IC E S  
TR A V EL
C O N T R A C T U A L
SU PPL IES
EQ U IP M EN T
LA N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C L A IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
TO TA L  O P ER A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

| C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 0.0
C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  ( ) 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla ' s )
1002 F e d e ra l R e c e ip t s
1003 G F  M a t c h
1004 G F
1005 G F/P ro g ram  R e c e ip t s
1006 G F/M H T IA
O th e r
TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY96) c o s t :  $ 0.0

P O S IT IO N S
FULL-T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
T EM P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Additional c o s t s  a sso c ia ted  w ith  incorporating the u se  of studded  tire s on the S te rlin g  H ighw ay  w ill bo in the  form 

of a cap ita l pro ject occuring earlier than  orig inally  schedu led . P re sen tly , the area h a s m ixed en fo rcem ent. Th is 

w ill help im prove en fo rcem ent by provid ing a co n s is te n t period th a t studded  t ire s  are banned . In genera l, studded  

tire dam age is  increasing  every  year. To quan tify  that c o st  is d ifficu lt and ac tu a l in c rea sed  dam age over the 

p re sen t rate o f w ear w ill not be s ign if ic an t.

P re p a re d  b y :  

D iv is io n ; 

A p p ro v e d  b y :  

A g e n c y :

S am  K ito  III
S p e c ia l A s s i s t a n t  

O f f ic e  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r

Phone:

D a te :

D o te :

465-3900

C o m m is s io n e r  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  P u b lic  F a c i l i t e s

2 . \ 2 o \ c\(&

P R EP A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  A LL  D IS T R IB U T .O N  C O P IE S  TO  G O V E R N O R 'S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O FF IC E  
For fu r th e r d is tr ib u tio n  in fo rm a tio n , c a ll tho G o ve rn o r 's  le g i s la t iv e  O ffice

(Rev 01/96) 96fi»no.xl*/S5K . Pane of
FISCAL NOTE -  DOT/PF, CENTRAL REGION 0



1996  LEGISLATIVE S E S S IO N
R ev is io n  D a t e : __________________________________ _ Dept. Affected: Public Safety________

Title: Studded tires on ihc Sterling H w y _____________  BRU: Alaska State Troopers
 _________________________________________ Component: Deiachmcnis________

Spon so r: Senator T o r c c r s o n _________________  ____________________
R equesto r: Senate Transportation____________________ COMPONENT SER IA L  NO. 0799

F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O :  S B  2 4 1

EX PEN D IT U R ES/REV EN U ES: (T h o u sa n d s  o f D o lla r s ) (inflation not included)

OPERATING FY  9 7 FY 98 FY 9 9 . f .y .qo. . FY  0 2
PERSO N A L SE R V IC E S

TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL

S U P P L IE S
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STR U C T U R ES

GRANTS. CLAIMS
M ISCELLANEO US

TOTAL OPERATING . -0 - -0- -0- -9- •0- -0-

CAPITAL .0 . -0- -o. -0 - -0- -0 .

CHANGE IN REVENUES( ) 
R«v»nu«Cod*

• 0 - .0 - . 0 * • ft . -n.

FUNDING: (T h o u sa n d s  of Dollars)
TQ02 Federa l R ece ip ts

1 0 0 3  G F  Match

1 0 0 4  G F

1 0 0 5  GF/Proqram

1 0 0 6  GF/MHTfA 

Other__________

1 0 I A L

E stim ate  of current y ear (F Y  9 5 ) impact: S

PO SITIO N S:

FULL-TIM E 0 • 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIM E 0 0 0 0 0 _ -  -  11
TEM PO RA RY 0 0 0 0 9 . . .  .9

ANALYSIS: (Attach a  se p a ra te  p a g e  if n e c e ssa ry .)

T h is b i l l w i l l not have a fis ca l im pac t on the D iv is io n o f A laska State T roope rs .

P rep ared  By: Lt. Dan Lowdcn_______________________________________  P h o n e  465-S505

D ivision: A la s k a  S t a t e _T r o o p e r s ________________________________________________ Date: F e b r u a r y  12 . 1996___________________

Approved by C om m issioner: \ T    Date: 3 -  f  f  J ^  £ _____________

A gency: Ronald HT Otte. Department of Public Safety

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For furlhor distnbution intormation call the Governor's Legislative Otfico

«♦, u r n  Page I or t

FISCA L NOTE -  PU BLIC  SAFETY, 

ALASKA STATE TROOPERS



/ t t c u k a  S t a t e  A c a t A t a t m e

iMd&LAddiftu;
C om m un ity  & R eg io n a l A ffa irs 145 Main S t. Loop; S u ite  226

K en a l.A K  99611
C om m ltte o  V lco-Cho lr I I (907) 203-2690: fax 283-9267
Labor a  C om m erce  W P j l s W  S e s s io n A d d re s s :

S ta lo  C ap ito l, Room  427
Commltteg.McmbersMn ju n o a u .A K  99 eoM i0 2
L eg is la tiv e  C oun c il (907) 465-2028: fax 465-4779

Sctuzfoi yowt fonyenAm

M E M O R A N D U M

D A T E : M a r c h  1 9 , 1 9 9 6

T O : R e p .  G a r y  D a v is ,  C h a i r
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M : S e n a t o r  J o h n  T o r g e r s o n

RE: S e n a t e  Bill 241 - S t u d d e d  T i r e s  o n  th e  S te r l in g  1 l i g h w a y

1 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  s c h e d u l e ,  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e d  b il l  b e f o r e  th e  c o m m i t t e e .

W h i l e  t h i s  is  n o t  a n  e a r t h - s h a t t e r i n g  m a t t e r ,  it is  o n e  w h i c h  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  H o u s e  D is t r i c t  7 , a g a i n ,  a r o u n d  A p r i l  15 o f  th i s  y e a r .  I a m  h o p e f u l  
t h a t  th i s  b i l l  w i l l  r e s o l v e  t h e  c u r r e n t  t i m i n g  d i f f i c u l ty  e x p l a i n e d  in  t h e  S p o n s o r  
S t a t e m e n t .

F o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  c o m m i t t e e  r e f e r r a l  in  t h e  S e n a t e  - 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  in i t i a l ly  p r o v i d e d  a  fiscal n o t e  w h i c h  s h o w e d  a  
b u d g e t a r y  i m p a c t ,  a n d  s o  t h e  b i l l  w a s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  S e n a t e  
F in a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  P r i o r  to  b e i n g  h e a r d  in  S e n a t e  F in a n c e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
i s s u e d  a  n e w  f isca l n o t e  w h i c h  s h o w e d  a  z e r o  b u d g e t a r y  im p a c t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n .

(JT  m a j S n  241: 3/19/%)

IKv>«W*r4l'<Cl*a /XMV * 1 Uull r»ll •*( ,•« • c«t« 1* • jU1 »| • • C * ‘ VtV, ■
• S ik a l , 'iu M « .u  'V M C m I ’ Mm i • C f | * O m i * «■**•<• I r a ' ra  t  ,  Cm  '  Sm i .  j  '  ' ' . i - o w  •



H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O D T

(7 )  l .
Date Referred to Committee: March 19, 1996 FURTHER REFERRALS:

3/9.7/#Date of Committee Action:

The TRANSPORTATION Committee coasidcred: SB241

SENATE BILL NO. 241 STUDDED TIRES ON STERLING HIGHWAY

“An Act relating to the use of studded tires on the Sterling Highway.”
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