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Iransportation Committee

SPONSOR STATEMENT

HJR 65

Relating to propose*'! Federal Aviation Administration
regulations establishing crew member flight time
limitations.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing 1
implement regulations which would limit the number of hours air
taxi pilots would be allowed to fly In a month.

Research indicates that most air taxi operators iIn Alaska utilizz their
pilots In excess of this proposed limit on a regular besis. As can be
seen In HIJR 65. these regulations will have a drastic impact on air
taxi operations in Alaska.

These businesses are operating safely and this requirement would be
over restrictive and costly. In essence, these regulations will be
detrimental t the livelihood of Alaskan pilots and air taxi business
owners alike.
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MAIL P.0. BOX 190580 ANCHORAGE . ALASKA 99519-0580 007-243-5525
On the North Shore of Lake hood 800-432-9114

FAX 907-243-8311
Representative Con Bunde 2-5-96
Juneau, Alaska "
Ref: FAA Proposed Rule. Flight
Time and Duty { Docket No. 28081 Notice 95-18)
Dear Con,

The proposed FAR Part 135.269 and 135.271 will have a devastating
effect on our flight operations here in Alaska. It will not allow
our operations to be financially viable requiring us to either
double our pilot force or downsize and drastically reduce our job
force. It will reduce the scheduling of our experienced pilots and
replace them with low time and inexperienced pilots. It will not
serve the traveling public safety interests.

Ketchum Air Service, Inc. Is 1largely a seasonal floatplane
operation. Our busy months(June- September) see the pilots flying
150-200 hours monthly and the rest of the year the pilots are
furloughed. This 1is their sole source of income.Currently the

pilots are paid an hourly rate to fly and to reduce their flight
time to the proposed 100 hours per month will slash their pay from
30-50%. The alternative 1is to pay a higher rate to compensate for
the reduced flights hours. An unreasonable added cost. In
addition a second pilot will need to be trained and paid to nake up
the balance of our flight requirements. An added cost.

Safe floatplane piloting requires hard earned experience. It is a
specialty that low time inexperienced floatplane pilots strive to
attain. They are usually nurtured for years to reach this level
and experienced pilots are a rare commodity. We will be forced to
incorporate these low time pilots at the cost of higher maintenance
rates, higher insurance rates, higher seat fare rates, higher
accident rates. An unacceptable human cost.

The alternate to more pilots Is downsizing, and cost 3avir.g by
eliminating Improvements in every facet of our business that has
taken almost thirty years to build. Follow operators here in Alaska
are just learning about this new proposal, and probably most will
miss the comment deadline completely.

We have until March 19, 1996 to make comment to the deaf ear of the
fax. Please help us survive this economic and safety disaster.
I look forward to a helecon to highlight further concerns.

Respectfully,
Craig L. Ke"tm
President

ACVI
HOP PROTECT OUR m.DERNESS RESOURCES
LOCOES *CAMPS +CHARTERcONTACT RVERFLOATTT*PS BOATS * MOTOR3* RLTOERRAFT3

rORRFF PONDENCF
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Alaska State L egislature
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March 11,1996

Federal Aviation Administration

Office of the Chief Counsel, Room 915G
SOU Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20691

RE: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Crewmember Flight &
Duty Time Limits (No. 95- IS) - Docket #28081L

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please enter this letter into the public record for the above referenced
proposed rulemaking docket

As a lifelog Alaskan, aprivate pilot, retired Part 135 fixed base
gperator and amember of the Alaska House of Representatives, |
wish 1t go on record in strong opposition 1o the proposed
rulemaking on crewmember fligit & duty time limits. While |
understand the agency's concem for public safety, | inplore the
decision makers to consider the protests raised by the National Air
Transportation Association (NATA) and the Alaska Air Carriers
Association (AACA).

Plain and simple, Alagka is unique. The seasons here demand
variaality in rulemaking, not blind adherence to astandard designed
for the "Lower 48" states The distances in Alaska require flights of
longer duration. Economics dictate thet businesses qoerate when the
weather permits. The geogiaphy of Alaska elimnates altermative
forms of trangportation in many aress of the state making ar
trangoort the sole means of delivering goods and sernvioes,
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DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

e Need for

Alaska £tntc ~Legislature OUPINC SESSION

<=TA7P ia™iTOL ROOM 108
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1i90r 165 Aa-13

House of tReprcscutatiucs

m"</INO INIErLiM
716 'VEST 4fh AVENUE
10 °A..i* ALASKA 90501-213
007>252-6168

MEMORANDUM

February 20, 19%

Representative Gary Davis, Chair
Transportation Committee

Representative Con Bunde

Information For Resolution Supporting Alaska®s Air Taxi and
Opposing Proposed FAA Regulations

)

FCIAL ALASKA CIRCUMSTANCES

high lewel proficiency - familiarity with local weatr T, terrain

and fly conditions *Translates to a need for a high levoi of local and
regional flying experience.

e Reduced

safety by limiting pilot experience in the area - Reduced safety by

capping income so that more experienced "high time™ pilots would be
unable to make a living. This would encourage employment of "low
time,"" Inexperienced, time builder pilots. Reduced safety by forcing air tax;
operators and owners to stop operating large twin engine aircraft and

retum o

Alaska”™s uni

the use of smaller single engine airaaft.

que fly conditions and great dependence on aviation for

transportation due to lack of roads and other altematives require that Alaska
be allowed an exemption from air taxi regulations proposed for the Lower 48.
In the case of Alaskan aviation one size does not fitall.
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JUDGEMENT DAY FOR AVIATION
The end is near...unless you act nowt

ON
DEMAND
AIR
CHARTER

1996

ALl ALASKA PART 135 OPERATORS:

DO YOU KNOW?
UNLESS YOU ACT NOW, THE FAA COULD PUT
Ywd OUT OF BUSINESS!

Whether you are a Part 135 on-demand air charter operator or aviation
service business, the FAA’s proposed crewmember flight and duty time
limitations threaten your future. The FAA’s action establishes unrealistic,
unnecessary and unjustified limits on the flight and duty time of on-demand
air charter pilots, increasing labor and operating costs for air charter
companies by over 50%. and severely limiting the availability of this vital
transportation service. Implementation of the proposed rules would be
devastating to Alaska’s on-demand air taxi industry because it does not
accommodate the seasonal nature of our businesses. Companies providing
aircraft fueling and handling, along with maintenance and parts sales, will
witness dramatic decreases in their business as the air charter community >
unable to continue operating responsible on-demand services.

Onn Sevbert of Penair. wrote in an open letter to the public recently, "Tre
NPRM allows for the 8 hrs. day, but then hes limits of 32 hrs. per week
and 100 hrs. per morth - This will require bush operators to literally
double their pilot staffing Think about it. A pilot in rural Alaska
dunr%our summer Wil on%le able tofly four days a week for the

flrst N of a month the last V\eek he can only do four
hours!



YOU MUST JOIN THE FIGHT TO SAVE YOUR INDUSTRY!
The National Air Transportation Association (NATA) in partnership with
the Alaska Air Carriers Association (AACA) is lobbying ior aviation
business and is leading the effort to fight the FAA’s proposal. We can't
win alone however-you must act now by taking three simple steps.

I Contact your Members of Congress urging their opposition to the FAA
proposal 2. Send your letter of opposition to the FAA, (with a copy to
AACA) and 3. Enlist one other affected person or business to act. Time is
running out, don't passively accept the FAA's misguided proposal--act
toda>’ Here’s how;

1. CONTACT YOUR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION
Senators Ted Stevens and Frank Murkowski and Representative Don Young
are elected to serve you in Washington D.C. The on-demand industry is in
trouble and needs their help. A personal meeting is the best lobbying
technique and can be arranged through a call to the local delegation office.
If this isn't convenient, call their Washington offices to speak directly witn
the Senators or Representative (if they are unavailable, talk to the staff
member that handles transportation issues) and follow-up with a letter. It
is important and they will listen to you. The phone numbers and addresses
are provided below.

2. CONTACT THE FAA

The FAA must be contacted in opposition to this proposed rule. The
Agency has a special office that receives all comments on rulemaking
efforts such as this one. The letter should be on your company's
letterhead.

COMMENTS ARE DUE BY MARCH 19,1996
Mail your comments in triplicate to:

Federal Aviation Administration
Office of the Chief Counsel
Attention: Rules Docket (AGC-200)
Room 915G, Docket No. 28081

800 Independeoce Avenue, S.YV.

Washington, D.C. 20801

J. ENLIST OTHERS
If you get just one other person to contact Congress and the FAA. you
double the unpact of your efforts. You know others at your airports and
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in your communities who will be affected. Give them this information and
have them join you in working to stop I;AA’s action.

THE MESSAGE

The FAA must exclude Part 135 on demand air charter from its proposeJ
flight and duty time proposal. The following points should be used to
support your request:

*The FAA proposal will decimate Alaska’s small air carrier businesses
operating Pan 135. It removes all of the flexibility needed for seasonal
and unscheduled operations by requiring them to meet flight, duty and rest
rules designed for scheduled airlines. This will result in at least a 50%
increase in  flightcrew hiring and payroll expenses-needlessly
inconveniencing customers Vv.ith no increase in safety.

*The proposal mamlites excessive scheduled rest times and limited flight
times without providing any data identifying a fatigue or safety problem
that would justify applying the regulations to the Part 135 on-demand
industry.

*Emergency Medical Services, organ transport flights and cargo flights
will be severely affected by the proposal’s restrictions on pilot reserve and
scheduiing-effectively requiring substanual advance notice for emergency
or unplanned flights. This endangers Alaska’s health care system and the
ability of Alaskan residents to depend on unscheduled air transportation for
everyday life.

+The FAA admittedly failed to identify the impact of the proposal on the
small businesses providing essential on-demand air charter transportation
and the aviation businesses supporting them with aircraft fueling ar.d
handling along with maintenance and parts sales to affected Part 135
companies. The Agency also did not estimate the potential operational
delays and increased costs of the rule on the Part 135 on-demand industry
and their customers.

*The proposal is strongly biased against Part 135 certificate holders,
mistakenly requiring Pan 91 flying of managed aircraft to be conducted
under the flight and duty time restrictions. Likewise, the FAA fails to
recognize the diverse nature of many air charter companies wilh its
assigned reserve limits unjustly singling out pilots by severely penalizing
them with a reduction in duty time for non-flying responsibilities.



<The FAA proposal san excellent example of regulatory owerkill that Uses
a Federal regulation to mandate labor union work rules on the small
businesses providing on-demand air darter. This virtually eliminates the
important trangportation lirk provided by Pan 135 operators to many
smaller and remote Aiaskan communitcs not served by scheduled
operations.

<Explain the Impact the proposal will have on your dharter business, or
other services you provide air charier such as flel sales, maintenance
business, or other sales and service.

YOU MUST TAKE THE TIME TO CONTACT YOUR ALAKSA
DELEGATION MEMBERS AND THE FAA TO PROTECT
YOUR BUSINESS AND ENSURE YOUR FUTURE!

Honorable Ted Stevens Honorable Frank Murkowski
United States Senate United States Senate

522 Hart Building 706 Hart Building

Washington D.C. 20510-0201 Washington, D.C. 20510-0202
(202) 224-3004 phone (202) 224-6665 phone

(202)  224-2354 fax (202) 224-5301 fax

Honorable Don Young

House of Representatives

2332 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-0201
(202) 225-5765 phone

(202)  225-0425 fax

Kim Daniels Ross, BExecutive Director; AACA

For nore information atect AACA
Ul7F. 3th ute 1»
AK 99508
(907)277-0071
(907) 277-0072 <



