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ANALYSIS (Attach a separate page if necessary )
Contractual costs are associated with tne ces>gn ordering and purchase of 900 special request license plates This type of 
special license ptate m ust be ordered w.th a minimum order of 900 sets of plates Because tne order ts for a relative small 
number of plates. t> e manufacture charges 59 50 per set of licenso plates The total operating cost is 57 7

The response end success of tn>s type of cense p ate program is difficult to p'edict os it depends on the numbor of persons 
purchasing the special dog mushing i.-cense plates Tilts bill se ts a one time foe of 550 00 to purchase the plates. 
Appronmatefy 155 se ts  of p-atee must be sold to recover the costs of this program At such time it can be determined the 
number of people Mho would purchase tn>s type of plate a revised fiscal note can bo submitted to reflect new general fund 
revenue
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY T H E  H O USE TRA NSPO R TA T IO N  C O M M IT T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsorts): R EPR ESEN TA T IV ES  DAVIES, Ilunde, Bumcs. W illis, Elton, Toohey, James, Nicholia
A BILL

CS FO R  SPO NSO R  SU B ST IT U T E  FO R  H OUSE B IL E  NO . 63(TRA)

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to special request licenses depicting the sport of dog mushing."
jiit

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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* Section 1. INTENT. It is the intent of the legislature that the division of motor vehicles 

of the Department of Public Safety consult with dog mushing organizations when designing 

special request plates authorized bv :!,is Act.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.10.181 is amended >y adding a new subsection to read:

(s) Special request dog mushing plates. Upon application by the owner of a 

passenger vehicle, noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or motor home, the department 

may design and issue registration plates representing the sport of dog mushing in the 

state. The department shall use the colors blue and gold iti designing the registration 

plates under this subsection. The department may disapprove the issuance of 

registration plates under this subsection when the requested plates arc a duplication of 

an existing registration.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.10.421(d) is amended b ' adding a new paragraph to read.

(16) special request dog mushing p la tes........................................ $50

t. w  r« *r  v n i i r i iM d  i c c i r r t t  r t x r  i w c x r r r c y
CSSS III! 6.UTRA)



plus the fee required for that vehicle under (b)(1) or (2) of this section; the fee 

required by this paragraph shall be collected only on the first issuance and on the 

replacement of special request plates; the commissioner of administration shall 

separately account for the fees received under this paragraph that the department 

deposits in the genera] fund; notwithstanding (g) of this section, the annual estimated 

balance in the account that is in excess of the cost of issuing special rcq> est plates 

may be appropriated by the legislature for the support of programs benefiting dog 

mushing.

CSSSIIB 63<TRA) -2-
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SSHB 63
Dog Mushing License Plates 

Sponsor Statement

With recent attacks on our state sport, it is more important than ever for 
Alaskans to show  their enthusiastic support for dog mushing. W hile not a musher 
myself, dog m ushing is a sport I enjoy following very much. There is nothing quite 
like watching a good team moving quietly along the trails in Goldstream Valley 
near sunset. I am worried that the loss of financial backing for the long distance 
races like the Quest and the Iditarod will erode support for the whole sport.

For that reason, I introduced House Bill 63, which would allow the 
Department of Public Safety to issue dog mushing license plates. Clearly this bill is 
not going to solve all of the problems of the long-distance races, nor is it the most 
crucial issue facing the state. But it will encourage Alaskans to show  their zest for 
m ushing.

H ouse Bill 63 would allow automobile owners to purchase specially designed  
license plates depicting som e aspect of mushing. The extra $50 fee will more than 
pay for the plates and any excess revenue would be appropriated to support dog 
m ushing programs. Admittedly, the pool of money would be modest, but the real 
objective would be met by making dog mushing more visible on every street and 
parking lot in Alaska. Moreover, is it gives nonmushers an opportunity to bolster 
the m usliing community with a proud symbol of their support!

SPONSOR STATKMENT

1 3  —  C P   0
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January 23. !<>%

Dear Honorable Legislator

On behalf of the Iditarod Trail Committee. Inc. (ITC). I am writing to express our support 
of House Bill 63 which would allow the Department of Public Safety to issue dog 
mushing license plates.

In 1972 the Legislature recognized dog mushing as Alaska's state sport. It did so to 
formally acknowledge the importance of dog mushing in Alaska’s rich history and as a 
show of support for the sport on into the future.

Uy offering individual Alaskans an opportunity to display their own support for mushing 
through the purchase of special license plates, they too will have the opportunity to show 
their pride in our State and enthusiasm for dog mushing. Additionally, the funds 
generated through the sale of these plates will play an important part in ensuring the 
financial health of various dog musliing events and/or organizations.

Please vote in favor o f HR 63 and show your support of Alaska’s dog mushing us an 
integral part of our winter and summer activities.

Sincerely yours for.

Executive Director
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M U $ H  W I T H  P R I D E

W il l  Fcrsberg, Presidail

Box 378 . .

Healy, Ak. 99743

Rep. John Davie*

Stile Capitol
Juneau, Ak., 99801-1182 22, 1996

RE: Muahiug license plalea 

Dear Rep. Davies,

On behalf o f the 400 member* o f the Mush with PRIDE organization I would like to thank 

you for your support o f sleddog sports and offer my support for H .B . 63, the mushing license

plate b ill.

Thi* b ill would give Al**kan* the opportunity,to support cur state sport and would help to 

public*** dogskxlding aa well aa promoting winter tourism. Aa the sport grow* in Alaska 

programs such as the mushing license plates b ill arc needed to fund oducauonal «>d 

promotional groups which benefit the entire sport and the stale.

1 urge all Stile legislators to support this bill.

Thank you,

Will Fcrsberg

P.O. Bex 84919. Fairbanks, Alaska W7&8-4915
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Id i ta r o e i  C h a m p io n  
/♦.ST K in g  

G o o se  L a k e  K e n n e l*
P .O . B o x  48  

D e n a l i  P a r k ,  A la s k a  9 9 7 5 5

hep, Jo h n  Deifies 
State C apital 
J u n ta * , AK  99901-1182 
Ja n u a ry  23, 1996

D eer Rap. D efies,

I support H .B . 63 which would allow the Depi. O f Public S o ftly  to
it sue dog m ushing U ctnce plates within the state o f  A laska, B y

supporting th is  b ill we are supporting A la ska 's  sta te  sport a nd  
will provide a positive avenue fo r  ra ising  revenue and at tit ides 
that support dog m ushing  In our state.

Thank you  fo r  Introducing th is bill, 

flo p p y  Trimlt,

J e f f  d in g
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January 24 ,1996

Rep. John Davies 
State Capital
Junoau, Alonka 99801-1182 

Dear Rep. John Davies,

Thank you for introducing K .B . 63 that allown the Department o f  Public Safety to issue a dog 

mu ahing license plate w ithin the State o f  Alaska. D og  mushing w uniquely Alaska's state sport, 

and I  appreciate the opportunity for supporters to make a contribution in this way.

I  think, the objective o f  the b ill is another positive way to make our sport visible year round on 
every street In Alaska. It  w ill also raise a modest amount o f  revenue to support mualung programs 

statewide.

I  believe thia b ill w ill also advance the promotion o f winter tourism and, in this way, assist in 

developing a more diverse economy for our stale.

I would like you to express ray support of this bill to the appropriate committees and appreciate 
your support of both my sport and ray lifestyle.

Sincerely;

DeeDee Jonrowc 
Joorowo Racing K am e l 

P .O . Bo% 272 

w illo w , Alaska 99688



Todd Hoener 

M u sh in g  M aga zin e  
POB 149 
Ester, AK 9 9 7 2 5  
9 0 7 -4 7 9 -0 4 5 4  (office 8t fax)

Rep. ]ohn Davies 
1 19 N. Cushman Ste 205  
Fairbanks, AK 99701  
9 0 7 / 4 5 6 -8 1 7 2

Friday, 22 December 1995

Dear Rep. John Davies,

I wish to express my support for H.B. 6 3  which would allow the 
Department of Public Safety to issue dog mushing license plates 
within the State of Alaska. As you are well aware, dog mushing is 

Alaska's state sport.

I believe, as is the objective of the bill, that this is another positive 
way to make mushing more visible on every street in Alaska and that 
it is a modest method for raising revenue that would go to support 
mushing programs.

This bill will also advance the promotion of winter tourism which 
the citizens of Alaska need to nourish to economically succeed.

Thank you for introducing this bill.

Sincerely,

i

Todd Hoener 
Publisher / Editor-in-Chief



Mush on
Top 10 re a so n s to p a s s  HB 438

OK, OK, so it’s not exactly  the m ost crucial issue before  
the legislature. But Rep. John D avies o f  Fairbanks has 
introduced a bill that would allow  the state to issue licen se  
plates with a dog-m ushing design. We like the idea.

H ere’s why:
10. It’s not a grizzly bear. (OK, w e liked the grizzly bear

too, but we rem em ­
ber all the com ­
plaints that it 
looked like an oil 
derrick or a blob o f  
dirt.)

9. It’s optional. 
You’d only have it if 
you ponied up an 
extra $50. (A ctual­
ly, w e’d like it if  it 
w eren’t optional.)

8. The new  plate would pay for itse lf  — if  it w ere popular 
enough. A m inim um  order is 900 plates, so if the plate  
doesn’t se ll, the sta te  would have to pay for what sits  in a 
w arehouse. But surely  at least 900 A laskans want a 
dog-m ushing plate.

7. Public sa fety  o ffic ia ls  who fear that too many d ifferent 
licen se  plate designs would m ake it hard to spot a plate as 
Alaskan can rest easy . Who e lse  would have a dog-sled plate 
— Oklahoma?

6. Rep. D avies has a fall-back position if the public sa fety  
types think dog-m ushing licen se  plates are dangerous: 
Plates with the letters DOG, follow ed by a random three  
num bers. (Cute, but w e like the actual dogs better.)

5. The fee  would go to a good cause: dog m ushing. M oney  
raised over and above the cost o f  the plate could be used to 
prom ote the state sport, start new  races or help fund the 
Iditarod or the Yukon Quest.

4. Putting dog m ushing on m ore stable financial footing  
frees A laskans to — if  need be — tell national sponsors to go  
jump in a lake (som ething Alaskans love to be able to tell 
O utsiders).

3. Most im portantly, m oney raised could help keep dog  
m ushing a live  and Alaskan, m aybe by encouraging Bush  
and N ative m ushers who find it increasin g ly  exp en sive  to 
com pete in the big races.

2. A laskans LOVE dogs.
l.,A nim al-rights typ es would HATE this plate.


