


HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

H B  4 9 6  

SPONSOR STATEMENT

M any po ten tia l rec ru its to the A laska N a tio n a l G ua rd reside in  iso la ted 
com m un itie s tha t are on the A laska M a rin e H ig hw a y System . These 
in d iv id u a ls are not able to jo in  the G uard w ith o u t pay ing the ir ow n fare to 
and from  d r i l l in g  sites. As a resu lt, G ua rd re c ru itm en t in these com m un itie s 
is d if f ic u lt .

H B 496 w o u ld  pe rm it G ua rd members to trave l to and from  th e ir d r i l ls  
w ith o u t charge on the A laska M arine H ig hw a y System , bu t on ly on a space 
ava ila b le basis. These in d iv id u a ls pe rfo rm  great service to A laska , fo r w h ich 
they receive lit t le  compensation. I t is no t reasonable fo r the state to expect 
them  to pay the p ro h ib it iv e ly h igh costs o f tra nspo rta tio n in and ou t o f the ir 
com m un itie s fo r wha t lit t le  they are pa id . As a consequence, ve ry few  such 
in d iv id u a ls can a ffo rd to serve. The state, th rough the passage o f th is b il l , 
w o u ld  ame lio ra te th is p rob lem  w ith o u t in c u rr in g  any a dd itio n a l expenses. 
A cco rd in g ly , yo u r suppo rt is urged.



HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Section 1 o f HB 496 requires the Depa rtm en t o f T ran spo rta tio n to 
p ro v id e , free o f charge., transpo rta tion on the A laska M a rine H ig h w a y to 
members o f the A laska N a tio na l G uard w ho are tra ve lin g to o r from  o ffic ia l 
tra in in g  activ ities . Th is requ irem en t is con tin gen t on space be ing ava ilab le . 
The p riv ile g e extends to the Guard member and one persona l veh ic le .

HB 496 
SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

c,: T !
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
ALASKA MARINE HIGH m  Y SYSTEM /  SYSTEM DIRECTOR

February 22, 1996 
No: L0367-96

TONY KNOWLES. GOVERNOR

PO 90X26635 JUNEAU. ALASKA 996025535 PHONE (907)465-3969 PAX (907)465-2474

The Honorable Gary L. Davis 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 420 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1132

Dear Representative Davis:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the possibility of space available travel for members 
of the Alaska National Guard. I do believe that the connection between the Air Force space 
available program and the National Guard is easier understood than one w'ith the Marine Highway 
System might be.

In recent years escalating operational costs have caused us to revisit free passage programs and 
to eliminate them where possible. On some runs 30% of the passengers were on pass and the 
associated costs for ticket administration, loading and off-loading, general housekeeping and 
emergency medical response were eating into our ability to provide all passengers with an 
acceptable level of service. We have made a relatively smooth transition to the current policy o f  
offering seniors and handicapped persons passage at 50% of the posted tariff dependant on time 
o f year and vessel. Vehicles associated with these itineraries have been charged at the normal rate.

It is my understanding that there are less than a hundred active National Guardsmen in Southeast 
and that training seldom takes place in the summer months. With that in mind I would propose 
that the AMHS provide reserved space transportation (walk on and vehicle passage) at 50% of the 
posted tariff for Alaska National Guard members traveling to and from training.

Thank you for suggesting the accommodation and tor your continuing support.

Sincerelv.
:  /  /  S '

Gary L. Hayden 
System Director

2SA-TiJih
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Alaska £tate legislature
H o u s e  o f R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s

Transportation C om m ittee

F e b ru a ry 9, 1996

G a ry Haden, System D ire c to r 
A la s k a  M a rine H ig h w a y 
3132 Channe l D riv e 
Juneau , A K  99801 *7898

D ea r G a ry ,

I re c e iv e d  the a tta c h e d le t te r from  the A la ska N a t io n a l G ua rd
re q u e s tin g tra ve l on a space ava ilab le basis fo r gua rdsm an tra v e lin g  
to tra in in g  in the Sou theas t on the A la ska M arine H ig hw a y . The idea 
is one w o rth  e x p lo r in g .

C u r re n t ly  the A ir F o rce o ffe rs space ava ila b le seating to so ld ie rs , and 
a irm e n , in c lu d in g the N a tio n a l Guard . I am w onde r in g i f  a s im ila r 
p ro g ram  cou ld be se t up w ith  the State Fe rry S ys tem  on a space 
a v a ila b le  basis. W o u ld  i t be poss ib le to o ffe r th is p r iv i le g e  to
g ua rd sm an and th e ir veh ic le s?

T h a n k you fo r y o u r con s id e ra tio n . I f  I can be o f any ass is tance in 
th is m a tte r, please d o n ’ t hes ita te to ca ll.

R ep resen ta tive

cc : Co*Cha irs , M il i ta r y  and Ve te ran ’ s A ffa irs
R e p re se n ta tiv e Iv a n  
R ep resen ta tive K o t t

j k t

fu it*  C upitol • lu ru 'ju  AIjsVj 99801*1132 • l^OTi 4r>?-4>^8

Davis,



ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD

2 0 0  W e s t 3 4 t h  A v e n u e , S u i t e  7 2 7 A n c h o r a g e , A la s k a  995 03

( 9 0 7 )  3 3 3 - 3 2 5 9

F e b r u a r y  1,  1 9 9 6

H o n o r a b l e  G a r y  L e e  D a v i s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

S U B JE C T : N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  S p a c e - A v a i l a b l e  T r a v e l  on A l a s k a  F e r r y
S y s t e m

D e a r  G a r y  D a v i s ,

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  O f f i c e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 
am r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  s p o n s o r i n g  a b i l l  a u t h o r i z i n g  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  l o c a t i o n  o n  
t h e  A l a s k a  F e r r y  S y s t e m ,  a t  n o  c o s t ,  o n  a s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e  b a s i s .  T h e  
F e r r y  s e r v i c e s  e i g h t e e n  ( 1 8 )  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  do n o t  h a v e  N a t i o n a l  
G u a r d  u n i t s .  P r o v i d i n g  s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  t r a v e l  w o u l d  f a c i l i t a t e  
r e c r u i t m e n t  i n  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  e x p a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  
p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

T r a v e l  o n  a s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  b a s i s  c a n  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  
n e g l i g i b l e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  F e r r y  S y s t e m .
T h e  A i r  F o r c e  h a s  p r o v i d e d  s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  s o l d i e r s  a n d  a i r m e n  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  f o r  m any  y e a r s .  A s i m i l a r  p r o g r a m  c o u l d  
be  e a s i l y  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  f e r r y  s y s t e m .  S p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  p r i v i l e g e  
s h o u l d  e x t e n d  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  an d  h i s  o i  h e r  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d ,  
n o n c o m m e r c i a l  v e h i c l e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  
G u a r d .  I f  y o u  c a n  h e l p  u s  o n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  
c o m m i t t e e  s t a n d s  r e a d y  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  d r a f t  p r o p o s a l s  o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  may  r e q u i r e .  O u r  l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  J u n e a u  i s  
C a p t a i n  D u f f  M i t c h e l l  w h o  c a n  be  c o n t a c t e d  a t  " 8 9 - 8 3 9 3  ( p a g e )  o r  
7 9 0 - 2 7 2 2  ( h o m e ) .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K ^sF ra n K  L .  B o g ^ T t t W k i  
CW3 ( R e t ) ,  ANGOA 
P r e s  i d e n t
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Date of Committee Action: 3 l?ii 
The TRANSPORTATION Committee considered: HB 496

HOUSE B ILL NO. 496 FERRY TRANSPORTATION FOR NAT GUARD MEMBER

“ An Act relating to transportation of members of the Alaska National Guard by the Alaska marine highway system.”
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