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This resolution is a priority for all W estern States. It opposes a federal bill which would 
directly affect the rights of W estern States to govern their land

The American Heritage Areas Program is a federal bill in the H ouse Resources Committee. 
The bill provides the means to recognize natural, historic, scenic and cultural resources and 
recreational opportunities o f the United States. Enactment o f this proposed legislation 
would authorize the Secretary o f the Interior to provide technical assistance to State and 
local governments and private nonprofit organizations to study and promote the potential 
for conserving and interpreting these areas. Further, it would establish within the 
Department o f  the Interior a body to assist the Secretary in canying out this Act.

While there is merit in the preservation o f Heritage Areas, their creation and governance 
should be state sponsored. The American Heritage Areas Program would dramatically 
amplify the role of the Park Service in the West, giving authority to yet another arm o f the 
Department o f the Interior with jurisdiction over Western lands. The endorsement o f  new 
Federal power continually erodes the authority of local government over local land issues.

The American Heritage Areas Program threatens the future value, ownership, and 
management o f private lands by the de facto designation of "eligible" lands. The 
government may treat eligible property the same as designated property by applying 
language which refers to "properties eligible to be so designated". This bill must be 
amended to explicitly protect private lands before further consideration.

This resolution opposes the authorization of an American Heritage Areas Program as 
currently proposed.
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S T A T E  OF CO LO RADO

BY REPRESENTATIVES E n tz , A c q u a fre sc a , T a y lo r , Young, George, and P ankev  
a ls o  SENATOR W attenberg .

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 9 6 - / ^ / ?

1 WHEREAS, The fe d e ra l  governm ent Is  p roposing  to  a u th o riz e
2 an American H e rita g e  A reas Program which would pu t d e s ig n a te d
3 a re a s  1n th e  N a tio n a l P ark  System , fo rc in g  th e se  a re a s  to  be
4 s u b je c t to  l e g i s l a t i o n  as such ; and

5 WHEREAS, F ed era l p ro p o s a ls  la b e l in g  p r iv a te  p ro p e rty
6 I n v i te ,  and a re  in te n d e d  to  I n v i t e ,  th e  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  p r iv a te
7 p ro p e rty  r i g h t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when used by fe d e ra l ag en c ies  1n
8 co n ju n c tio n  w ith  o th e r  o r  su b seq u en t l e g i s l a t i o n ;  and

9 WHEREAS, The N a tio n a l Park  S e rv ic e  has a re c o rd  o f
10 I n s e n s i t i v i ty  to  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty  r i g h t s ,  as ev idenced  by
11 tw e n ty -e ig h t y e a rs  o f  m isconduct by th e  N ational N atural
12 Landmark Program and , more r e c e n t ly ,  by th e  American H erita g e
13 Areas Program, 1n w hich no p ro v is io n  has been made th a t  would
14 allow  p r iv a te  owners to  r e j e c t  o r  w ithdraw  t h e i r  p ro p e r ty  from
15 such la b e lin g  w ith o u t p e n a l ty  o r  s h ie ld  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty  owners
16 from th e  l i k e ly  and s e v e re  a d v e rse  e f f e c t s  o f  such la b e l in g ;  and

17 WHEREAS, The N a tio n a l Park  S e rv ic e  has d ev ised  th e  de
18 fa c to  lab e l 'e l i g i b l e  b u t no t d e s ig n a te d ' which c r e a te s  th e
19 f a l s e  Im pression  t h a t  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty  owners can avo id  th e
20 consequences o f  b e in g  d e s ig n a te d  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e
21 government may t r e a t  e l i g i b l e  p r o p e r t i e s  th e  same as d e s ig n a te d
22 p ro p e r t ie s  under language  such as  "T his A ct a p p l ie s  to  . . . and
23 p ro p e r t ie s  e l i g i b l e  to  be so d e s ig n a te d " ;  and

24 WHEREAS, The power to  p lan  o r  zone p r iv a te  land  1s a power
25 re se rv ed  to  th e  s t a t e s  and th e  p eo p le  th e r e o f ;  and

26 WHEREAS, D esp ite  c la im s  to  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  c l e a r  I n te n t
27 and e f f e c t  o f  th e  s u b je c t  p ro p o sa l would be to ,  de f a c to ,
28 Invo lve tho  fe d e ra l  governm ent In p lan n in g  and zon ing
29 a c t i v i t i e s ;  and

30 WHEREAS, I t  w ould be im prudent to  t o l a r a t e  o r  fa v o r
31 c o n s t i tu t io n a l ly  q u e s t io n a b le  la b e l in g  th e  consequences o f  which
32 cannot be f u l l y  s p e c i f i e d  1n advance bu t which appear l i k e ly  to
33 be In ju r io u s  to  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty  r i g h t s ;  and
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WHEREAS, G iving th e  American H eritag e  A reas Program a 
b a s is  in  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u ld .g re a tly  f a c i l i t a t e  and In c re a se  th e  
in t r u s iv e  la b e l in g  o f  p r iv a te  la n d s ; and

WHEREAS, The enorm ity  o f  some o f th e  proposed a re a s  (Rocky 
M ountain H e rita g e  C o rr id o r , M is s is s ip p i R iver V alley  H eritag e  
C o rr id o r ,  and o th e rs )  d em onstra tes  an in e x c u sa b le  and 
u n a c c e p ta b le  fe d e ra l  a rro g an ce ; now, th e re fo re ,

Be I t  Reso lved  by the  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the  
S i x t i e t h  General Assembly o f  the  S t a t e  o f  Colorado,  the Senate  
c oncurr ing  h e r e in :

That we oppose th e  a u th o r iz a t io n  o f  an American H erita g e  
A reas Program and u rge  th e  members o f C olorado’ s C ongressional 
d e le g a tio n  to  oppose such a u th o r iz a t io n  and work to  a b o lis h  sa id  
program .

Be I t  F ur the r  R e s o l v e d , That co p ies  o f t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  be 
se n t to  each member o f  C o lo rado’ s C ongressional d e le g a t io n .
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