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CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES THERRIAULT, Rokeberg, Porter, Green, Bunde

A RESOLUTION
Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to terms of

legislators.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Article n, sec. 3, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is amended to read:
SECTION 3, ELECTION AND TERMS, fal Legislators shall be elected at
general elections. Their terms begin on the fourth Monday of the January following
election unless otherwise provided by law. The term of representatives shall be two years,
and the term of senators, four years. One-half of the senators shall be elected every two
years. A person may not serve.consecutively more than twelve full regular sessions
in the legislature. Thereafter, the person mav not again serve in the legislature_as-a
result of election or appointment to fill a vacancy untiLatJeasttwQ_CQn:;ecutive full
regular sessions have elapsed during which the DersQD-has nQt served.
* Sec. 2. Article n, sec. 3, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is amended by adding a new
subsection to read:
(b) For purposes of applying the tenure limit under (a) of this section, periods

served in the legislature during the interim between sessions or during special sessions
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shall not be considered. Periods served in the legislature as a result of appointment to fill
a vacancy shall not be considered for purposes of determining whether the tenure limit has
been reached.
* Sec. 3. Article XV, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is amended by adding a new section
to read:
SECTION 29. APPLICATION OF 1996 TENURE LIMIT AMENDMENT.
Regular sessions served in the legislature before the convening of the First Regular Session
of the Twentieth Alaska State Legislature shall not be considered for purposes of applying
the tenure limit added by the 1996 amendment to Section 3 of Article II.
* Sec. 4. The amendments proposed by this resolution shall be placed before the voters of the

state at the next general election in conformity with art. X1lI, sec. 1, Constitution of the State of

Alaska, and the election laws of the state.
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CS HIRS5 () Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State
of Alaska relating to terms of legislators

SPONSOR: Rep. Gene Therriault
SPONSOR STATEMENT:

The "blank" CS (work draft #9-LS0226\F, 1/24/95) proposes to limit
terms in relation to regular sessions as opposed to calendar years of HJR
5 as originally prefiled. The work draft proposes that a person may not
serve consecutively more than twelve full regular sessions in the
legislature. A person may not again serve in the legislature as a result of
election or appointment to fill a vacancy until at least two consecutive
regular sessions have elapsed. Also, for the purposes of tabulating the
number of sessions served, special sessions shall not be counted nor shall
time served as the result of appointment to fill a vacancy.

Alaskan voters have recently demonstrated their overwhelming desire for
congressional term limits with 1994's ballot measure 4, passing with
over 62% of the votes. Alaskans have also expressed their support for
term limits on the municipal level with many communities adopting some
form of term limits for local elected officials. HJR 5 will now give
voters the chance to change the state constitution and limit terms of
state legislators.

Term limits are a positive legislative reform, guaranteeing a flow of new
legislators with new ideas. The popularity of term limits demonstrates

that career politicians are not desirable. Term limits will also level the
playing field for challengers facing long-time incumbents whose power is
oftentimes derived primarily from seniority.

Placing a constitutional amendment limiting the terms of state
legislators on the ballot is a measure that is long overdue.
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CSHIR5 () Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the

SPONSOR-

Sectional

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:

State of Alaska relating to terms of legislators

Rep. Gene Therriault

Analysis:

Amends Article I, section 3, Constitution of the State of
Alaska limiting a person from serving consecutively
more than twelve full regular sessions in the legislature.
A person may not again serve in the legislature as a
result of election or appointment until at least two
consecutive full regular sessions have elapsed.

Exempts periods served during the interim, between
sessions or during special sessions from being
considered when calculating the term limit. Also,
periods served as a result of appointment to fill a
vacancy shall not be considered when determining
whether the tenure limit has been reached.

Exempts regular sessions served in the legislature
before the start of the Twentieth Legislature from being
considered when calculating whether tenure limit has
been reached.

Places the proposed amendments on the ballot at the next
general election.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Jeannette James,Chair
House State Affairs Committee

FROM: Representative GeneTherriaul/*>’- /i

DATE: January 25, 1995

SUBJECT: Scheduling of HIR 5

| respectfully request House Joint Resolution 5, "Proposing amendments to the
Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to terms of legislators" be scheduled for a
hearing in the House State Affairs Committee.

Attached you will find a "blank™ CS (work draft #9-LS0226\F, 1/24/95) that | am
submitting for your consideration as a possible State Affairs Committee Substitute.
After prefiling HIR 5, 1decided terms should be limited in relation to regular sessions
as opposed to calendar years as HJR 5 originally proposed. The work draft proposes
that a person may not serve consecutively more than twelve full regular sessions in the
legislature. A person may not again serve in the legislature as a result of election or
appointment to fill a vacancy until at least two consecutive regular sessions have
elapsed. Also, for the purposes of the tenure limit, the draft excludes periods served in
the legislature during the interim between sessions, during special sessions, or as a

result of appointment to fill a vacancy.
Attachments include:

1. proposed work draft

2. sponsor statement

3. sectional analysis

4. Division of Elections' fiscal note
| appreciate your consideration of my request,

attachments (4)
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