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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HJR 47: Supporting continued federal funding of the Alaska National Guard 
Youth Corps ChalleNGe Program

The Alaska National Guard Youth Corps ChalleNGe program  seeks to 
prevent "at-risk" youths, those who have left school w ithout having 
completed a high school program, from entering society's correctional 
systems. According to national statistics, 80 per cent of those in federal 
prisons do not have high school diplomas or GED certificates.

The ChalleNGe program  offers the opportunity for students to complete a 
GED program, or return  to high school w ith new, positive skills and strengths 
which allow them to obtain a diplom a in a traditional setting. Currently, 85 
per cent of the ChalleNGe program  graduates are fully employed or attending 
school. 136 students have graduated from the ChalleNGe program , with 
another 64 slated to graduate February 16,1996.

It can cost between $20,000 and $50,000 per year to house a prisoner in Alaska. 
For a fraction of that cost, the ANG Youth Corps ChalleNGe program  offers 
Alaska's at-risk youths the skills necessary to not only stay out of our jails, but 
to succeed in today 's ever more complicated society. The ChalleNGe program 
is cost effective, utilizing $2.9 (1996 program  year) million in federal funding 
to provide opportunities to succeed to at-risk young people in  Alaska. At 
$20,000 per year, 136 inmates w ould cost Alaska $2.72 million. According to 
the Department of Corrections, Alaska's approxim ate cost for a medium  
security prisoner is $107 per day, or $39,055 per year.

Through tough, structured military-style training, ChalleNGe program  
graduates receive the discipline and self-esteem needed to succeed.
ChalleNGe program  graduates tend to have a drive to succeed, become 
productive Alaskans, and serve as role models for other youths and adults. 
ChalleNGe program  graduates are likely to stay off public assistance rolls.
They are also likely to support their local economies, pay taxes, and contribute 
to the well-being of their communities.

Supporting continued funding of this program  pays off far beyond its cost.
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M E M O R A N D U M

To: Representative Jeannette James, Chair
House State Affairs Committee/ ^ / I

From: Representative Tom Bric^/7 /  J

Date: February 20,1996

Re: HJR 47: Supporting continued funding of the Alaska National
Guard Youth Corps ChalleNGe Program.

I would appreciate the scheduling of HJR 47 for a hearing before the House 
Sate Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience.

The Alaska National Guard Youth Corps ChalleNGe Program  takes "at risk" 
young people between the ages of 16 and 18 and offers them  the opportunity 
to complete a high school education either through a GED program  or 
actually returning to the traditional high school setting. Through a 
disciplined m ilitary style program, youngsters, who by leaving school early 
are potentially on the path  to either incarceration or welfare, receive the 
necessary im petus to continue their educations and learn to become 
contributing members of our society

The success rate of this program speaks for itself. Currently, 85 per cent of the 
ChalleNGe program  graduates are fully employed or attending school. 136 
students have graduated from the ChalleNGe program , and another 64 
students were slated to graduate February 16,1996.

The Alaska National G uard Youth Corps ChalleNGe Program has earned the 
Alaska Legislature's support.
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13 February 1996

Rep. Tom  Brice 

State Capitol 

Juneau, A laska

Dear Rep. B ricc ;

Please a w ept my thanks for your support o f the A laska National Guard Youth 

Corps ChalleNGe Program . As you are aware, tho program  is designed to provide “at- 

risk” 16-18 year-old Alaskans w ith the opportunity to earn a general educational 

development (G E D ) certificate, gain some basic skills train ing, and learn important life 

skills,

The A laska ChalleNGe Program w ill graduate its fourth class, Class 95-2 tliis  

com ing Friday m orning. The young men and women who w ill cross the stage o f the Fort 

Richardson post theater have completed a demanding 22-week residence program , which 

w ill be fo llow ed by 12 months o f one-on-une assistance and tracking.

W o  are proud to say that ChalleNGe Program graduates are do ing very welL 

Through our post-residential tracking program we know  that 85 percent o f our graduates 

are either employed fuD-timc, or are currently in  academic or skills train ing, ihese 

graduates came to os w ith little hope o f future success. None had completed h igh  school 

programs. M any had troubled lives prio r to entering our program . Statistically, most o f 

these teenagers were headed for futures on welfare or, worse, in prison.

W e  are encouraged by your support for the ChalleNGe Program  and the well­

being o f these successful A laskan young adults. Y our introduction o f  a jo in t resolution in 

support o f our efforts on behalf o f our students is truly appreciated.

I f  my staff o r I  may be o f any assistance to you or your fo llow  legislators, please 

do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely;




