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“An Act extending the termination date of the Board of Chiropractic Examiners; and providing for an effective date."
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT

The Legislative B udget and Audit Com m ittee is a 
perm anent interim  com m ittee o f  the Alaska 
Legislature. T he com m ittee is m ade up o f  five 
senators and five representatives, w ith one alternate 
from each legislative chamber. The chairm anship o f 
the com m ittee alternates between the tw o cham bers 
every legislature.

T he com m ittee is responsible for providing the 
legislature with audits o f  state governm ent agencies. 
The program s and activities o f  state governm ent now 
cost m ore than $5 billion a year. A s legislators and 
adm inistrators try increasingly to allocate state 
revenues effectively and make governm ent work m ore 
efficiently, they need inform ation to evaluate the work 
o f  governm ental agencies. The audit work perform ed 
by the Division o f  Legislative A udit helps provide 
that inform ation.

A s a guide to all their work, the Division o f 
Legislative A udit com plies with generally accepted 
auditing standards established by the A m erican 
Institute o f  C ertified Public A ccountants and with 
governm ent auditing standards established by the U.S. 
G eneral A ccounting Office.

A udits are perform ed at the direction o f the 
Legislative B udget and Audit Comm ittee. Individual 
legislators or com m ittees can subm it requests for 
audits o f  specific program s or agencies to the 
com m ittee for consideration. Copies o f  all com pleted 
audits are available from the Division o f  Legislative 
A udit’s offices in either Anchorage o r Juneau.

BUDGET AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

% -V
Representative Terry Martin, Chairman 
Representative Con Bundc 
Representative John Davies 
Representative Gary Davis 
Representative Vic Kohring 
Representative Mark Hanley (alternate)

Senator Randy Phillips, Vice Chair
Senator AI Adams
Senator Steve Frank
Senator Rick Halford
Senator Steve Rieger
Senator Fred ZharofT (alternate)
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Randy S. Welker, CPA 
Legislative Auditor 

Merle R. Jenson, CPA 
Deputy Legislative Auditor

J ;v>-
P.O. Box 113300 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-3300

(907) 465-3830, Juneau 
(907) 561-1445, Anchorage 
(907) 465-2347, Juneau FAX



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
LEG ISLA T IV E  B U D G E T  A N D  A U D IT  C O M M ITTEE

Division o f Leeislative Audit

September 6. 1995

P.O. Box 113300 
Juneau, AK 99811-3300 

(907) 465-3830 
FAX (907) 465-2347

Members o f  the Legislative Budget 
and Audit Committee:

In accordance with the provisions of Title 24 o f  the Alaska Statutes, the attached report is 
submitted for your review.

A SPECIAL REPORT ON THE 
D EPA R T M E N T OF COMM ERCE AND ECONOM IC D EV ELO PM ENT 

BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS

September 6. 1995

Audit Control Number 
08-1434-96

This audit was conducted under the requirements o f  AS 44.66.050 and the authority ol 
AS 24.20.271(1). In the report, we assess the operations and performance o f  the Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners utilizing the criteria set out in AS 44.66.050(c). The criteria relates to 
assessing the demonstrated public need for a given board, commission, agency, or program 
subject to the sunset review process. Currently under AS 08.03.010(c)(8). the Board o f  
Chiropractic Examiners is scheduled for termination on June 30. 1996. The board would be 
allowed one year in which to conclude its affairs.

In our opinion, the Board o f  Chiropractic Examiners should be reestablished. The regulation 
and licensing o f  qualified professionals is necessary- to protect the public's health, safety, and 
welfare. W e recommend that the legislature extend the Board o f  Chiropractic Examiners until 
June 30. 2000.

(Tie audit was conducted in accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards. 
Fieldwork procedures utilized in the course o f  developing the findings and discussion presented 
in this report are discussed in the Objectives. Scope, and Methodology section o f  this report.

1
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Randv^sL Welker. CPA 
Legislative Auditor



T ABLE OF C O N T EN TS

Objectives. Scope, and M ethodo logy............................................................................................  1

Organization and Function ............................................................................................................... 3

Report Conclusions............................................................................................................................ 3

Findings and Recommendations.....................................................................................................

Analysis o f Public Need...................................................................................................................  11

Agency Response:

Department o f Commerce and Economic Development..............................................  15

Pag£

AIASKA STATE legislature DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE ALiDfT



O B JE C IW E S . SCOPE. AND M E THO DO LO G Y

!n accordance with the intent ot Titles 24 and 44 o f  the Alaska Statutes (sunset legislation), 
we have reviewed the activities o f  the Board o f  Chiropractic Examiners. As required by 
AS 44.66.050(a). the legislative comitiee o f  reference shall consider this report during the 
legislative oversight process to determine whether the board should be reestablished. 
Currently. AS 08.03.010(c)(8) states that the board will terminate on June 30. 1996. and will 
have one year from that date to conclude its affairs.

Objectives

Our specific audit objectives were:

1. To determine if the termination date o f  the board should be extended.

2. To determine if the board is operating in the interest o f  the public. In assessing the 
operations and performance o f  the board, we utilized the criteria set out in 
AS 44.66.050(c). Criteria set out in this statute relates to me determination o f  a 
dem onstrated public need for the board.

Scope and Methodology

We review ed the board activities and licensing functions for the years FY 92 through FY 95. 
The m ajor areas o f  our review were licensing, examination, investigations, and board 
proceedings. We reviewed and evaluated the following:

1. App licab le statutes and regulations.

2. Tests o f  files and documentation o f  licensees.

3. Interviews with Division o f  Occupational Licensing staff.

4. M inutes o f  board meetings and division correspondence files.

5. A tto rney general's opinions applicable to professional boards.

- 1 -
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Board o f Chiropractic Examiners 
(As o f August 1, 1995)

William F. Risch, D.C. Chair 

Patricia Conners-Allen, D.C.

Trevor Ireland. D.C.

LeRoy D. Nordstrom, D.C.

(Vacant), Public Member

As discussed in Recommendation No. 2, since January o f 1995 the 
public member seat on the board has been vacant.



O RGANIZATION AND F l 'N T T IO M

The Board ol' Chiropractic Examiners was established under the provisions o f T itle 8. 
Chapter 20 o f Alaska Statutes. The board consists o f five members appointed by the 
governor and subject to legislative confirmation. Four members must be chiropractors and 
one member must be appointed from the general public. Board members serve staggered 
terms o f four years.

The board regulates the practice o f chiropractic. The board sets the m inimum standards to 
practice in Alaska by;

1. Exam ining and issuing licenses to qualified applicants.

2. Establishing, amending, or elim inating regulations contro lling the standards o f 
professional chiropractic practice.

3. Revoking, annulling, or suspending licenses in accordance w ith the 
Adm in istrative Procedures Act when an individua l has violated chiropractic 
statutes or regulations.

By statute an applicant may be licensed by passing the examination given by the board or by 
credentials. For credentials, an applicant must provide p roo f o f licensure in another 
ju risd ic tion w ith requirements that are essentially equivalent to Alaska's. Both types o f 
applicants must meet specified educational requirements, and pass all parts o f an examination 
administered by the National Board o f Chiropractic Examiners.

D ivis ion o f Occupational licens ing

The D iv is ion o f Occupational Licensing (OccLic). Department o f Commerce and Economic 
Development provides administrative and investigative assistance to the Board o f 
Chiropractic Examiners. This assistance is funded by licensing and application fees as 
appropriated by the legislature. Adm inistrative assistance includes budgetary services and 
functions such as: collection o f fees, maintaining files, receiving and issuing application 
forms, and publishing notice o f examinations and meetings. On its own in itia tive , or in 
response to a compliant. OccLic may conduct an investigation i f  it appears a person has 
engaged in or is about to engage in a practice over which OccLic has authority. Occl.ic can 
issue an order that a person stop the practice, bring an action on Superior Court ro enjoin the 
act. examine the books and records o f an individual, and issue subpoenas for the attendance 
o f witnesses and records.

- j  -
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p  FPO RT CO NCLUSIO N S

In our opinion, the Board ot'Ch iropractic Examiners should be reestablished. The regulation 
and licensing o f qualified professionals is necessary to protect the pub lic 's health, safety, and 
welfare. The board provides this service by establishing m inimum educational and 
experience requirements that provide reasonable assurance that persons licensed are qualified 
to practice. Also, assurance that those licensed act in a competent manner is provided by 
active investigation o f complaints and revocation or suspension o f licenses when appropriate.

The Board o f Chiropractic Examiners has consistently been found to satisfy a public purpose 
and has demonstrated its ab ility to conduct business satisfactorily. Deficiencies found have 
been re la tive ly m inor, and are further discussed in the Findings and Recommendations 
section o f this report.

Alaska Statute 08.03.010(c)(8). requires that the Board o f Chiropractic Examiners be 
terminated on June 30. 1996. Under AS 08.03.020 the board has a one-year period to 
adm inistrative ly conclude its affairs. Based upon our review o f the board's performance, it is 
recommended that the next term ination date for sunset review should be June 30. 2000.

Our recommendation for a four year extension is linked to the suggested legislative action set 
out in Recommendation No. 1. In the recommendation, we suggest the legislature c la rify 
statutory language which allows for licensure by credential. As reflected by subsequent 
discussion, we make this recommendation despite concerns that such action may appear to 
lead to more restrictive entry into the chiropractic profession.

Our concerns were alleviated by our review o f examination results which indicated that the 
current board's po licy o f denying licenses by credential did not result in unduly restricted 
entry into the profession. I f  the legislature adopts our recommendations related to credential 
provisions in statute, we believe the board should be lim ited to only a four year renewal 
period. By lim itin g the renewal period, a more tim e ly review o f examination practices would 
automatically be triggered. Such a review w il l a llow our agency to address concerns that 
licenses continued to be issued in a fa ir and reasonable manner, even after current practice 
has been cod ified in statute.

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDrT



L IC E N SU R E AS A C H IR O P R A C T O R  IN  A L A S K A  REQU IRES 
A P P L IC A N T S  TO  PASS B O TH  A  N A T IO N A L  A N D  

S TA TE E X A M IN A T IO N

The Board of Chiropractic Examiners requires applicants for licensure to successfully 
complete both national and state examinations. The national examination is made up of 
three parts. Additionally, the state board requires that applicants also pass a 
physiotherapy examination. Both of these national examinations are administered through 
the auspices of the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners.

Some applicants, licensed in other jurisdictions, fail to meet the State’s essen tia lly  

equ iva len t standard because they were licensed without having to pass part three of the 
national examination and/or the physiotherapy examination. State regulation provides that 
an applicant can substitute an examination from another state for part three or the 
physiotherapy section if the applicant can demonstrate that the test is equivalent As 
discussed in Recommendation No. 1. to date the board has yet to recognize any other state’s 
examination as being equivalent.

The state examination includes written, oral, and nracticnl components

The state examination involves a written test of Alaska Statutes related to the ethical and 
legal requirements involved with the practice of chiropractic in the State. Additionally, the 
examination also involves a written test on the administration, safety procedures, analysis, 
and interpretation of x-rays. As might be expected, applicants licensed in other 
jurisdictions have not met these criteria, and accordingly, even if they meet all the 
requirements of the other phases, they cannot achieve the State’s essen tia lly  equ ivalent 

standard. The written examination also covers clinical practice and evaluates the 
applicant’s competency in this area.

The state examination also includes a demonstration of an applicant’s ability to properly 
apply chiropractic techniques using one of a number of different methods. In addition to 
demonstrating what is termed manipulative technique, the applicant must also demonstrate 
their competency in the area of physiotherapy, physical diagnostic skills, and interpretation 
of x-rays. Even though an individual, licensed in another state, may have passed a similar 
practical examination as a condition of licensure, the board still requires the applicant to 
pass this phase. Unlike the national examination phase, the applicant does not receive 
“credit” for successful completion of any one segment of the state examination. Rather, all 
applicants regardless of any previous license status, must demonstrate their practical 
technical proficiency to the satisfaction of the board.

After successfully completing all phases of the licensing examination the applicant is 
required to sit for a formal interview with the board and respond to typically routine 
questions regarding their background and experience. The interview process is generally a 
routine formality for the applicant.

- 6 -
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p iNDINGS AND RECO M M EN D A TIO N S

The legislature should consider amending state law related to what the statutes term as 
"licensure bv credentials" for chiropractors.

Alaska Statute (AS 08.20.140) provides tor a process by which applicants may be licensed as 
chiropractors w ithout taking the state examination. The statute provides that the Board o f 
Chiropractic Examiners may issue a license i f  an applicant can satis factorily demonstrate 
they were licensed in another ju risd ic tion that imposed requirements e s s e n t i a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t to 
the State’s current licensing standards.1

For the past four years reviewed, no applicant has received a license w ithout taking the state 
examination. In practice, the board essentially deals w ith all applicants the same way. 
regardless whether or not the ind ividua l may have been licensed as a chiropractor in another 
jurisd iction . The board scrutinizes each applicant’s training, experience, and examination 
credentials in making its licensing determination. The board gives credit to examination 
testing, training, and experience that may have been obtained in another ju risd ic tion by an 
individual practicing as a licensed chiropractor. However, the board has h is to rica lly held that 
no applicants, licensed in other jurisd ictions, meet the e s s e n t i a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t requirements.

The board seems to have made this determ ination by considering licensing requirements, in 
their entirety. To be licensed as a chiropractor in Alaska, an applicant, after documenting 
they meet the necessary qua lify ing education and experience requirements must then 
successfully complete both the national and state examinations. These examination 
requirements, as described in the inset on the opposite page, are applied to all applicants, and 
invariab ly result in everyone needing to successfully complete at least one examination.

The m u ltip lic ity , and to some degree the uniqueness, o f exam ination requirements for 
licensure in the State has rendered the licensure by credential statute meaningless. The 
statute serves to falsely suggest that an applicant could obtain licensure in Alaska based 
solely on their licensure in another ju risd ic tion , as long as the other ju risd ic tion had 
e s s e n t i a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t standards. However, because o f the extensive and state-specific nature

Recommendation No. 1

Specifically. AS 08 .20 .140  provides

The board may issue a license without examination to an applicant presenting satisfactory proof 
of possession of a license or certification of registration in good standing in a state or territory of 
the United States, or a foreign country, if the requirements for registration at the date of the 
applicant’s license were essentially equivalent to those in this chapter [emphasis added]

- 7 -
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A laska ’ s requirements, as a practical matter no other ju risd ic tion 's requirements can meet the 
equivalency standard.

We would typ ica lly look in askance on such practices and requirements that seem to be 
unduly rigorous. Such extensive requirements can serve as an unfa ir barrier to entry into the 
profession —  protecting the professional interests o f current licensees at the expense o f the 
public interest. We are given further pause by the apparent intent o f the legislature that 
licensure be available to applicants from other jurisd ictions. This intent can be reasonably- 
inferred from AS 08.20.140 which provides for a process whereby licenses could be obtained 
w ithout examination. We have been trad itiona lly skeptical about board actions and functions 
that seemingly have the effect o f eviscerating orig inal statutory intent.

However, from our review o f this board’s licensing activities, we determ ined that the board 
has not been acting to unduly or unfa irly restrict licensure. Over the past fou r years the board 
has issuea more than 40 licenses, and the rate o f success for applicants is almost 93 percent. 
In cases where an ind ividua l did not pass the jurisprudence section o f the state examination, 
the board allowed applicants to retake the examination upon arrangement w ith the board's 
licensing examiner. In our view, these statistics suggest that the board has not been overly 
restrictive in its application o f licensing requirements.

As discussed in the inset on page six. the State requires applicants that may be licensed in 
another ju risd ic tion to demonstrate their practical profic iency, even though they may have 
done so in an essentially equivalent process as a condition o f orig ina l licensure. We believe 
it is reasonable for the board to satisfy itse lf that prospective practitioners can adequately and 
appropriately perform the day-to-day practical requirements o f the ir profession.

Accord ing ly, we recommend the legislature consider either amending or repealing 
AS 08.20.140. By doing so, the legislature could more clearly set out the actual requirements 
and expectations involved in the licensing o f chiropractors. Repeal wou ld elim inate the 
expectation and possible confusion on the part o f applicants who may be licensed by other 
jurisd ictions regarding what they must do to be licensed in Alaska.

A  preferable remedy may be for the legislature to cod ify more specifica lly in statute the 
requirements for licensure. Such a statutory amendment could state that any applicant must 
successfully complete certain relevant national examinations: the necessary state 
examinations: and. a practical demonstration and examination in fron t o f board members. By 
cod ify ing current practice in statute, the legislature could provide both clear notice o f 
licensing requirements and standards, while also guarding against possible abuses by future 
boards.

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

- 8 -

DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT



Recommendation NTn, 2

The O ffice o f the Governor should arrange for appointments to the pub lic member seat on 
the Board o f Chiropractic Examiners to be made ina .m o re timely.manner.

A laska Statute 08.20.020 provides that one member ot' the general public be appointed to 
serve on the Board o f Chiropractic Examiners. The public member sits w ith four licensed 
chiropractors on the State's regulatory and oversight board.

The pub lic member board seat has been vacant since January o f 1995. It was also vacant 
from March o f 1991 to July o f 1992. and from January o f 1994 through March o f 1994. O f 
the fifty -one months from March o f 1991 to June o f 1995. the seat was vacant approximate ly 
tw en ty -five months. In that time, the board held five meetings w ithout the benefit o f the 
presence o f the required board member.

This lack o f public representation on the board defeats the intent behind the board 
membership statutory requirement. It fosters the possib ility that the board w ill he more 
insular and self-serving in its actions and makes the board less accountable to the public at 
large.

As o f the date o f this report no new public member has been appointed. We recommend that 
i f  at a ll possible, the seat be filled before the next scheduled meeting.

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
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A NALYSIS OE_PIIBJLIC-XE£D

The fo llow ing analysis o f the board activities relates to the public need factors defined in the 
sunset law. AS 44.66.050. These analyses are not intended to be comprehensive, but address 
those areas we were able to cover w ith in the scope o f our review.

The extent to which the board, commission. or program has operated in the public interest.

The board has served the public by examining and licensing qualified applicants, and by 
proposing changes to statutes and regulations in order to enhance the quality o f chiropractic 
care in Alaska.

The board has enforced the laws for issuing licenses in a uniform and consistent manner. It 
has held regular meetings and examinations throughout the audit period in accordance w ith 
statutory' requirements.

The board was instrumental in the passage o f legislation perm itting the establishment o f a 
peer review committee to review complaints concerning the reasonableness or 
appropriateness o f care provided, fee charges, or the costs o f services rendered by licensees.

The extent to which the operation of the board, commission, or agency program has been 
impeded or erihanced by existing statutes, procedures, and practices which it has adopted, 
and any other matter, including budgetary', resource, and personnel matters.

The board has served the public by exam ining and licensing qua lified applicants and by 
proposing changes in regulation that are necessary' to enforce state statutes and enhance the 
quality o f chiropractic care in Alaska.

Appointments to the public member boaid seat were not made in a tim e ly manner. This seat 
has been vacant since January 1995. It was also vacant from March 1991 through July 1992 
(16 months), and it was vacant from January 1994 through March 1994. For further 
discussion, see Recommendation No. 2.

Alaska Statute 08.20.140 states that licensure by credential may be extended to applicants 
who present p roo f o f current licensure in other states, and who have met requirements 
essentially the same as those which exist in Alaska. The board has held that no tests 
equivalent to the state exam, or equivalent to pan three o f the national w rrte n exam exist. 
Therefore, as a practical matter, all applicants are required to take these tests to be licensed in 
Alaska. For further discussion, see Recommendation No. 1.

Limited Analysis
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The extent to which the board, commission, or agency has recommended statutory) changes 
that are generally of benefit to the public interest.

The board was instrumental in the passage ot' legislation establishing a peer review 
committee to review complaints concerning the reasonableness or appropriateness o f care 
provided, fees charged, or the costs o f services rendered by licensees.

The board supports implementation o f Locum Tenens statutes and regulation o f chiropractic 
technicians. Adoption o f a Locum Tenens measure would provide easier access to licensed 
chiropractors from other states to practice »n Alaska on a temporary basis. This would prem it 
professionals from other states to practice, perhaps in a substitute capacity for a licensed 
chiropractor w ith in the State.

The board also supports inclusion o f chiropractors in the Impaired Physician's Act as found 
in AS 08.01.050(d). This statute allows occupational licensing to contract w ith public or 
private agencies to provide assistance and treatment to persons licensed by the board, who 
abuse alcohol, drugs, or other substances. Currently, professionals not covered under this act 
are monitored by personnel in the investigative unit o f the D ivis ion o f Occupational 
Licensing. Contracting w ith agencies specializing in the treatment o f alcohol and drug abuse 
w ill afford those professionals a better chance for recover.' and w il l u ltim ate ly result in more 
stable professional care offered to the public.

The extent to which the board, commissionf or agency has encouraged interested persons to 
report to it concerning the effect of its regulations and decisions on the effectiveness of 
service, economy of service, and availability of service that it has provided.

A ll meetings and examinations were advertised in three Alaskan newspapers w ith adequate 
notice for interested ind ividua ls to attend or to make written comment.

T ime was set aside to hear pub lic testimony at a ll meetings.

The extent to which the board, commission, or agency has encouraged public participation in 
the making of its regulations and decisions.

Public notices o f proposed regulations are published in major newspapers. As noted above, 
meetings were adequately advertised, and time was set aside for public testimony.

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
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The efficiency with which public inquiries or complaints regarding the activities of the board, 
commission or agency filed with it, with the department to which a board or commission is 
administratively assigned, or to the Ombudsman have been processed or resolved.

No complaints were filed w ith the Ombudsman regarding chiropractic licensees.

Overall, the investigation o f complaints against licensees received by the D iv is ion o f 
Occupational Licensing is effective. While timeliness is a concern, given the circumstances 
surrounding the cases that have remained open for an extended period, progress is not 
unreasonably slow. Complaints are prioritized log ica lly and handled accordingly.

During the period under audit, nineteen investigative cases were opened. Six o f these cases 
involved allegations o f fraud or misrepresentation. Three cases involved allegations o f 
negligence, and two involved practice beyond the scope o f ones license. One case was a 
sexual misconduct case and one dealt w ith vio lation o f professional ethics. Two cases 
involved unlicensed practice, one involved crim inal action, and the final three were license 
application problems. We reviewed a sample o f nine cases. Add itiona lly , we noted all cases 
that required board decision. A ll hearing office r's decisions were upheld by the board.

The licensing board appears to be w illin g to take effective licensing enforcement action, and 
to operate in a fa ir and objective manner.

The extent to which the board or commissions that regulate entry into an occupation or 
profession has presented qualified applicants to serve the public.

Overall, the application process for chiropractic licensure appears reasonable and 
appropriate. The licensing process is neither unduly restrictive nor too lax. Qualified 
applicants are readily licensed.

Adequate continuing education is required to maintain licensure. Continuing education 
credhs are adequately monitored by the D ivis ion o f Occupational Licensing to promote a 
high level o f qua lity performance to the public.

The extent to which state personnel practices, including affirmative action requirements, 
have been complied with by the board, commission, or agency to its own activities and the 
area of activity or interest.

No complaints regarding the D ivis ion o f Occupational Licensing were received by the 
Ombudsman. We did not find any evidence that the board was not complying w ith state 
personnel practices, including affirm ative action in qua lify ing applicants. In no instances has 
the board denied an applicant a license based on personal attributes.

- 13-
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77?e exrewf to w h i c h  s t a t u t o r y ,  r e g u l a t o r y ,  b u d g e t i n g ,  o r  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
e n a b l e  t h e  a g e n c y ,  b o a r d ,  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t o  
c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .

As discussed in Recommendation No. 2. the significant portion o f lime the public member 
board seat was vacant represents a lack o f public representation on the board.

The board's position that no test is equivalent to the state exam or to pan three o f the national 
exam causes AS 08.20.140 to be misleading. As discussed in Recommendation No. 1, the 
statute should be cla rified to avoid contusion as to what are the board requirements tor 

licensure by credentials.
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
P O. BOX 110806 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0U06 
PHONE: (907) 465-2534 
FAX: (907) 465-2974 
TDD: (907) 465-5437DIVISION O F O C C U P A  TIONAL LICENSING

Novem be r 30, 1995

M r. Randy S. W e lke r
L eg is la tive A u d ito r
B udge t and A u d it C om m itte e LEG IS LA T IV E A
D iv is io n  o f L e g is la tiv e A u d it 
P.O. Box 113300 
Juneau , A K  99811

D ea r M r. W elke r:

Reference the Board o f C h iro p ra c tic E xam ine rs P re lim in a ry  A u d it 
R epo rt. T h a n k you fo r th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to comm en t.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  1:

The Leg is la tu re shou ld cons ide r c la r ify in g  sta te law re la te d to w h a t 
the s ta tu te s te rm  as “ licensu re bv c re den tia ls ” fo r ch iro p ra c to rs .

As the board has no t issued a license by c re den tia ls in  m ore th a n  fo u r 
yea rs , we concur th a t license by c reden tia ls p ro v is io n in  AS 08.20 is 
m is le ad in g to app lican ts . The board has been unab le to de te rm in e 
equ iva lency o f o th e r ju r is d ic t io n  exams and, the re fo re , a ll app lic a n ts 
have been requ ire d to s it fo r th e e n tire  A la s ka e xam in a tio n .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  2:

The O ffice o f th e G ove rno r shou ld a rrange fo r a pp o in tm en ts to the 
pub lic member seat on th e Boa rd o f C h iro p ra c tic E xam in e rs to be 
m ade in a tim e ly m a n n e r .

M y depa rtm en t is no t in vo lved w ith  board appo in tm en ts ; th is 
recomm enda tion w i l l be passed a long to the G ove rno r ’s o ffice fo r 
commen t as app licab le .

A n a l y s i s  o f  P u b l i c  N e e d :

We agree w ith  y o u r ana lys is o f th e need fo r lic e n s in g th is pro fess ion . 
In  o u r op in ion , th e board has pe rfo rm ed its  re s p o n s ib ilit ie s in  the 
best in te re s t o f th e pub lic .

Examinations:
W ith  regards to page 6, re la t in g  to the exam ca tegories , we w ou ld lik e
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Mr. R a n d y  S. W e l k e r . 9 . N o v e m b e r  30. 1995

to c la r ifv  th a t unde r p a ra g ra p h fou r, i t is co rrec t th a t th e board 
p re v io u s ly gave a p ra c tica l exam section w h ich sp e c ific a lly covered 
phys io th e ra p y and in te rp re ta t io n  o f x -ra y ; however, th a t p o rtio n o f 
the exam was d is con tin ued some tim e ago (a p p ro x im a te ly 1992). 
C u rre n t exam ca tegories a dm in is te re d d u r in g  the A u g u s t 1995 exam 
were as fo llows:

Exam Pass ing Score

X -ra y W r it te n  Exam Section 
Ju ris p ru de n ce W r it te n  E xam  Section 
O ra l Exam ts ix q u e s tio n s -a p p lic a n t specific ) 
M a n ip u la t io n  Techn iques 
'A p p lic a n t chooses one o f th re e op tions)

75%
75%
Pass /F a il
75%

S ince re ly ,

W LH /BG /vd730 .o l
103195a
cc: C a th e rin e Reardon , D ire c to r
bcc: B a rba ra Gab ie r, P rog ram  C oo rd in a to r




