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SPONSOR STATEMENT
HB 241

Nationally, the trend to increase the accountability of candidates and legislators is
taking hold. Citizens who contribute to campaigns, non-profit organizations, and
other causes want to know where and how their money is expended. HB 241 will
increases the accountability of candidates funds and facilitate increased n».blic
trust. This bill provides new choices for the d|5ﬁosal of surplus campaign funds
that are not currently available to a candidate wno decides not to run for public
office anymore.

Contributions given to candidates before, during and after campaigns are given
by people who want that candidates representation. Campaign funds are raised
year after year by candidates, often from the same group of supporters. The
result is a surplus of funds that can be used in future campaigns or taken as
personal income. However, when a person decides to deactivate the campaign the
disposal of the surplus funds is of interest to the public, especially those who have
contributed to a campaign. HB 241 provides for surplus funds to be given to
charity, repaid to the contributors, contributed to another candidate, political
Party or a group supporting a ballot proposition or question, or contributed to
he general fund.

This Ie?islation changes what has hi_storical(ljy been allowed regarding the disposal
of surplus funds. The use of campaign funds as personal income or office
allowance funds will not be an available choice for the disposal of campaign
funds. The public is willing to contribute to the support of candidates for public
office. However, when a candidate is no longer a candidate, the public should
feel as secure with disposition of surplus funds as they were when they
contributed money to a campaign for public office. This legislation takes a step
in that direction, 1t increases our accountability and raises public trust in their
elected officials. 1 urge your positive consideration of this legislation.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 241( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES BUNDE, Rokeberg
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to the use of a candidate's campaign account and to assets

owned by a campaign.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.13 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 15.13.105. USE OF BALANCE OF A CANDIDATE'S CAMPAIGN
ACCOUNT AND DISPOSITION OF ASSETS, (a) A candidate may not take money
from the surplus balance of the candidate's campaign account as personal income.

(b) The disbursement of a surplus balance of a candidate's campaign account
shall be reported to lhe commission on the next required report.

(c) A candidate disbursing the surplus balance in the candidate's campaign
account may only

(1) give the money to charity;
(2) repay contributors to the candidate's campaign; a repayment under

this paragraph may not exceed the amount of the initial contribution from the

-1- CSHB 241( )
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contributor;

(3) repay the candidate, if the candidate made contributions to the
campaign, but only in the amount that does not exceed the contributions the candidate
made; a candidate may repay a contribution the candidate made during a prior
campaign for the same or a different state or municipal office if the contribution has
not yet been repaid;

(4) leave the money in a campaign account until the next time the
candidate campaigns for elective office; however, any interest realized from a surplus
in a campaign account shall remain in the account and be reported on the first report
required of the candidate when the candidate is again a candidate for elective office;

(5) contribute the money to another candidate or a group controlled by
a candidate, subject to the limitation of AS 15.13.070, to a political party, or to a
group supporting a ballot proposition or question;

(6) spend the money on costs associated with contesting the outcome
of an election or a ballot recount;

(7) spend the money on costs associated with a legal action to qualify
for placement on the ballot; or

(8) contribute the money to the state general fund.

(d) If a campaign acquires furniture, office equipment, or other assets of a
similar nature during the course of a campaign, either by purchase or donation to the
campaign, and if the cumulative value at the time of acquisition of the assets acquired
exceeded $5,000, the campaign shall make the reports required by this subsection. The
campaign shall report the disposal of any item worth at least $1,000 at the time of
acquisition as part of the campaign's next required report. As part of the year-end
report, the campaign shall report the current location of any item worth at least $1,000

at the time of acquisition that has not been otherwise disposed of by the campaign.
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Cashing in campaign contributionsfor personal

pleasures is no longer allowed in most states.

by Carol Williams

t’s nobody’s business if you
dig into your own pocket for
acaror a European vacation.

But what if, instead of using per-
sonal funds, you happen to have run
for public office and you used sur-
plus campaign funds instead? Is it
still nobody’s business?

Across the country, candidates
have used leftover campaign funds
to pay for personal expenses such as
condominiums, country club mem-
berships and even groceries. Such
spending has been documented nu-
merous times with receipts and ex-
penditure reports. And it raises the
obvious question: Is this right?

When most state campaign finance
laws were enacted in the 1970s, the
issue of surplus funds was not given
much thought. Among the earliest
states to place restrictions on surplus
funds were lowa in 1973 and lIllinois
in 1974. Later, the disposition of
surplus funds began to come into
question in other states. Many states
started to grapple with the problem
of how to regulate and control the
use of this extra money.

In the resurgence of campaign
reforms in the late 1980s and early
1990s, 44 states enacted laws to re-
strict or control the use of surplus
campaign funds.

Among those acting was Kansas,
which enacted restrictions on the
disposition of these funds in 1989.

Carol Williams is executive director of
the Kansas Commission on Govern-
mental Standards and Conduct.

12 State Government News

Until then it was common to find
candidates writing themselves checks
for thousands of dollars from their
campaign’s surplus. Since 1989, a
candidate in Kansas has only four
options when disbursing surplus
campaign funds.

In Kansas, as in many states, the
restrictions have a common thread.
Most states permit surplus funds to
be returned in some pre-determined
ratio to the original contributor,
some allow for the money to be do-
nated to a charitable cause, given to
the candidate's party or returned to
the state general fund.

Some states, like Indiana, Hawaii,
Louisiana and New Jersey permit
surplus funds to be contributed to
other candidates. However, other
states prohibit diis because this type
ofexpenditure goes beyond the scope
ofthe contributor’sintent. Individu-
als contributing to a candidate might
be aghast that their money has gone

to a candidate they may oppose.

The Council on Governmental
Ethics Laws, an international pro-
fessional organization for agencies
and individuals with responsibilities
in governmental ethics, elections,
campaign finance, freedom of infor-
mation and lobbying-law regulation,
in 1991 adopted A Model Lawfor Cam-
paign Finance, Elhics and Lobbying Regu-
lation. This document is intended to
guide jurisdictions seeking to change
their system of regulating govern-
mental ethics and elections.

The model law lists three options
for disposal of surplus funds. Candi-
dates can give surpluses to the state’s
general fund, return money to con-
tributors on a pro rata basis, or can-
didates can transfer funds to their
state or local political party. While
no state has adopted the model law
intact, some have adapted portions.

In 1994, candidates in only six
states (Alaska, ldaho, Mississippi,
Montana, North Dakota and South
Dakota) have no limits on disposal
of surplus campaign funds.

In effect, the majority of states have
tried to erase the image of the un-
scrupulous politician who says he will
donate his leftover campaign money
to his favorite charity: himself. And
with an electorate that becomes more
disenchanted with every scandal,
this higher road is a good step toward
repairing the trust between the poli-
ticians and the people. O

Use of surplus funds by candidates after an election

Types of Use

Number of Stales

Transfer to a political organization 4
Transfer to a political committee 6
Reimburse candidate for candidate’s contributions 7
Pay officeholder expenses 13
Transfer to the state’s general revenue fund or other

state funds 13
Transfer to another candidate’s committee 14
Spend on a future campaign 16
Transfer to a political party committee 25
Return to contributors 28
Give to charity 29

Source: The Book of the Stales, 1904-95, The Council of Stale Governments, 1994,

November/December 1994
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS: LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES

(As of January 1992)

Stale or oilier HVio muv moke
jurisdiction expetninures
Alabama (h) Only Linmnlllei" named and

designated by candidate

Alaska Candidate, treasurer, or deputy
treasurer

Arliuni

Arkansas

Callfurma (b)

Total expenditures

Exi)enditures prior Tor certain
o first film)’ purposes

Nu expenditures permitted

bclore filing dale except fur
personal travel expenses and
public upiniun polls/surveys.

No expenditures permitted
until registration funu is
properly filed.

Must he directly related 10

political, legislative, nr

See footnotes al end of table.

governmental purpose if
candidate or elected officer
receives substantial personal
benefit. Certain expenditures
must be directly related
regardless of benefit received.

Use of
surplus funds (a)

Unlimited as to officeholder
expenses, contributions to
charily, transfers to another
committee, or uses for other
lawful purposes.

May be given to charily, used to
repay contributors, spent on a
fuluic campaign, used to repay
candidate or used as income,
contributed to another
committee, or transferred to
office allowance fund. Surplus
funds may be taken as income by
candidate.

May be retained lor a Imure
campaign; returned to contributors;
dunaled to a parly committee,
charitable organisation, political
organization, or ullicr candidate
(after 12/11/92 may not he donated
to another candidate's committee or
used for candidate's iscrsunal use)

After selling aside any funds needed
to pay debts, and an amount
cipial to the yearly salary for the
office sought, surplus funds must
either be turned over lu the stale
treasurer for the benefit of the
general revenue fund, to an
organized political parly, o1 to
contributors to the candidate's
campaign (c).

May be used for debts or
charitable contributions; contributed
to a political party, candidate lor
federal office or ballot measure;
contributed to an out of state
campaign; or used to defray certain
legal or professional expenses
associated with the election and
aftermath. Personal use of funds
by candidate generally prohibited;
must be directly rclalcil to political,
legislative, or governmental purpose
if candidate or elected officer
receives substantial personal benefit.
Certain expenditures must he
directly related regardless of benefit
received.

\
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LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES—Continued

Stale or ailier
jurisdiction

Colorado (b)

Cnnnrrlirul (h)..

Drlawarr

Horida 1b) e

(ieorgia

Hawaii = s

Who may make
et/tenditures

Treasurer or those authorized
by treasurer.

Candidate committee

Only campaign ircasuicr or
deputy treasurer.

Total esitetidilitres Es/tendilurcs ftrior
allowed lo first filmy

No capciiditurcs permillcd
tmlil treasurer and campaign

depository have been designated.

Public financed candidates and
those agreeing In voluniary limits:
55 million for governor and li.
governor; 52 million lor cabiuel.
Limits may lie increased under
certain circumstances.

Voluniary election vcai lioi'is:
governor—J1.25 » giiahlicJ
voters; It. governor—7IW x
qualified voters; mayor—I1.IM x
qualified volets; Ilolisc/Scnalc/
council/prosccuior —70e »
qualilicd voters; ollicrs—IlIC a
qualified voters.

['or certain
purposes

Must be reasonably related to
an election, voter registration,
or political education. May util
be used lo encourage another
candidate's withdrawal from

Polls, meeting balls, rally
ca|K'iscs, priming and
advertising, professional service
fees, travel, staff salaries, rent,
supplies, voter transportation,
communications, petition-
relatcd expenses, and oilier
expenses permitted by the
commission.

Staff salaiics. travel expenses,
filing fees, communications and
pi lilting, food, office supplies,
voter lists and canvasses, poll
watchers, rent, advertising,
rallies, legal counsel.

Expenditures may only be used
lo influence Hie results of an
election.

May only he used lo defray
ordinary and necessary
campaign expenses.

Musi Ik related lo a campaign
[impose, including donations
to community, youth, social or
recreational organizations; icporls,
surveys, and polls

l/sr nj
surplus funds (a)
May be contributed to a nonpiolii
nr charitable organization, or lo
the slate or a political subdivision

of the stale, but out lo a political
paily or lo a candidate.

Surplus may be donated to another
committee (except one established
to further the candidate's future
campaigns), distributed pio tala lo
contributors, oi used for transition
expenses. Ballot question committees
may also distribute surplus lo
government agencies or tax-exempt
organizations. Personal use of
funds by candidate prohibited.

May Ik contributed lo a tax exempt
religious, charitable, educational, oi
scientific orgaui/alion, volunlcci
fire department, or a successful
commiltee.

funds remaining after an election
are lo be used to pay icmuimng
obligations im lined prior to or
on election day Smplus funds
may be used lo icimbursc a
candidate for candidate's
contributions; nanslciicd lo a
public officeholder account hi
various amounts dependent upon
office; returned pro rata to
contributors; given to u candidate's
political paily. donated lo a
nonprofit or ch.oilable organization;
or given lo the stole foi the general
fund or Ihc election campaign
financing trusi loud (by a slate
candidate) or tmlitical subdivision
(by a local candidate), Personal use
of funds by cmididale permitted if
disclosed ai the lime ol first filing

Personal use of lumls by
candidate prohibited.

.Siuplus may be used Im luudruoing.
cnndidalc-spoiiMiied, iKilitic.dly
related activitv. ordinary mid
necessary offueboldei cx|K-nses.
donations to am cominnnllv service,
scientific, education, south,
recreation, ch.uliable, or literaly
organization. Personal live of
funds by candidate puibiluied

NO vgoiv>
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LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES—Continued

Stale or other Who may make Total ex/tendiltires
jurisdiction expenditures allowed
[L T N
HHN0IS covvveevieeriririins Most bo authorized by chair.
treasurer, or llieir designated
agents.
(LN R UL S— Only lirasuier may make
expenditures.
[OWA
Kansas Must be by nr llirnur.li treasurer.

Treasurer must make or
authorize all expenditures on
behalf of a candidate.

Kentucky (b) .o

Louisiana (b) ..

Sec (ooiiiuics ale end of table.

Exi)enditure_s_ prior
o Jirst filing

No expenditures permuted until
registration form properly filed.

No expenditures permuted
until primary campaign
depository is designated.

No expenditures aggregating in
excess of $500 may be made by
a political committee until
statement of organization is
properly filed.

Tor certain
purposes

Only for nomination or election
or retention of a person in
public office or in connection
with a public policy question.

Must he used for campaign, for
continuing political activity,
activity related lo service in an
elected office, or contributions
lo parly committees or other
candidate committees.

Generally prohibited. Public
funds may only be used for
legitimate campaign purposes
in general elections, including
salaries, rent, advertising,
supplies, travel, campaign
paraphernalia, conlr'butiuns lo
other candidates or committees,
and the like.

Must be for legitimate
campaign or officeholdmg
expenses.

Political parlies receiving lax
money may use these funds lo
support their party's candidates
in a general election, and for
administrative coils of maintaining
a party headquarters.

Must be related to a political
campaign or holding of office.

Use of
surplusfunds (a)

May be transferred lo political
committees or stale election board,
unless otherwise provided m
committee statement of organization
Personal use of funds by
candidate prohibited.

Public funds may not be used to
lease or purchase any item whose
benefits extend beyond the tunc
in which the funds must ljc spent
Campaign funds may not generally
be used to pay civil/criminal
penalties; personal debts or
expenses; for personal services
umelulcd to the campaign; most
motor vehicle leases and payments;
professional oigamzation and most
service organization memberships;
mortgage or rental payments for
the candidate; meals, groceries,
and other food not for campaign
uses; payments clearly in excess
of the fair market value of the
scrvicc or item. Personal use ol
funds by candidate prohibited.

Personal use of funds by candidate
piohibiled.

Any unexpended balance may lie
returned pro rata lo all contributors,
transferred to the candidate's
parly executive committee, retained
for election lo the same office,
or escheat lo the state treasury.

May be returned pro rata lo
contributors; given lo a charitable
organization; spent for or against
a candidate, political parly, or a
proposition; used in future political
campaigns; or activity related to
a future campaign. Personal use
of funds by candidate prohibited
except lo replace items stolen,
lost, or damaged in connection
with a campaign.

©
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LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES- Continued

Slate nr other
jurisdiction

Who may make
ex/ictttlilures

Maine .

Public funds inny only lie spent
upon niiiliorily ill candidate oi
treasurer. Otliei expenditures

rniisl Ire made Ilitough treasurer.

Maryland

Massachusetts (t>)
Michigan (li) An expenditure May only be
made sviili tlie aotlioti/ation oi
tlie treasurer or tlie treasurer’s
designee.

Musi he aiuliuri/cd by Ircastitci
nr deputy treasurer of the
committee or fund.

Minnesota (h)

Mississippi

Missouri (ti) All expenditures must he made
by or through the treasurer

Muttlinu (h) Campaign treasurers and deputy

campaign tieasiuers.

total cx/ieitililiires
allowetl

PAC i\limilnl li* (.'xpciuliluros of
J5.WX) iki candidate or political
commillcc in any elcclion.

Publicly linaoccd candidates for
governor/It. governor liniileil
lo 2IK x tpinlilicd voters,

(iuheiiiaioual eandidates sslio
accept public liinds linuied to
SI Smillion per election; except
up to SitNi.OOO more can he
spent lo solicit conirihulious,
and additional expenditures air
aullioriied in response to
editorials, endorsements, etc.

Candidates accepting public
subsidies are limited as follows
in election years (to he adjusted
each election ycal based on
Consumer I'ricelndex):governor/Il.
governor: SI,fi?6,(i*JI. attorney
general: 1271,116; oilier statewide
eellice. 11.15,119; stale Senate:
14(1,660; state representative:
120,1J1. lLinnls in linn election
ycuis arc 25*mol applicable
election year limits

Hxitentliltires prior
loJim Jilihr

No expenditures permitted
until registration form is
pio]Kily tiled

/eor tenant
purposts

I'uhlic contributions may only
lie used lo further the candidate’s
nomination or election, for legal
purposes, and for expenses not
intuited later than JO days
after the election.

Public funds may only lie
spent on services, facilities,
malciials, or other tilings ol
value In further the candidate's
election during the election year.

| iotilcd lo salanes, wages, and
fees, communications, mailing,
and transportation and travel;

advertising and printing; olficc
space and furnishings; supplies;
and other expenses reasonahly

related lo the election

. Use og'
uiriilns fontls (a)

Returned pro rata lo contributors,
used for the candidate's Inline
campaigns or iransfened lo oilin
committees.

Surplus public funds iiiiim Is u paid
not later Ilian 60 days aflei die
election for which the limits .tie
granted. (filler surplus luiuls
must tie returned on a pro i.itu
basis lo contributors, paid to a
parly central committee; donated
lo a local board of education,
recognized tion-protu edutaiion.il
or charitable orguni/nlion, to
given to a tugliei education
institution for scholuiehips.

Sutplus public limits must lie
promptly repaid and may not lie
used in a subsequent electton
Other lunds may In' lianslerred
lo another committee (with
restrictions), patty, m las exempt
charitable institution or returned
lo contributors. Public funds
cannot lie used lo pas a candidate

May only be used to defiay
campaign or officeholder
expenses, returned pm lata to
contributors, lit conliibuled to a
political or charitable oigam/ulinn
oi candidate committee Personal
use nl funds by candidate piuluhutd

JONVNId  NOIVdAVO
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LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES—Continued

Siuic or oilier
Innulii lion

Nrhrasku (t]

Netuilj

New Hampshire

Who muy make
exiiemlilnres

licasuii'is or treasurers'
designees, however, candidates
anil lltcii agents urc also
permilli'il 1o male cs|>emliliires.

(‘amlnl.ite or candidate's liseal
agent.

Sec loiiimill's ui end of table.

loinl et/ieui/mwi
ullowr]

Candidate may agree lo Inmi
campaign expenditures made
by eandjdale and by committees,
poliiieal parly and immediate
family on eandidalc's beliall in
a pnmaidv or general eleelion
in accordance wiiti a maximum
expenditure schedule.

LA /mn/ifini [linr
lo zini filmy

lixpcndiliirc may mil be made
by a cimmiiliec raising, receiving,
ol distilirsillg mine Ilian 12.IKX)
in a calendar ycoi mini u lilcs
a siulemenl of nrganiraliiin
and lias a lieasurcr.

Ilcinre nonparly |xililic;il
commune may make
expenditures, a registration
stuientenl imisl be filed, and il
the poliiieal eouiuullcc is
organized lo suliporl a
candidate, written consent of
the eaudidaic or eandidalc's
fiscal ugeni must have been
secured and filed. Poliiieal
ronimtiice making independent
ex|iendiluies musl declare in
registration slaicmem n will
abide by SI,(KX)expenditure lintil
per eaudidaic per cleciion

loriirhim
/uir/intes

A coiniiiiiiee oilier iliau a pnliiical
party may mu expend or transfer
binds except loi goods, niaieiials,
services, or facilities lo assist
or oppose a candidate Im a
bulloi ipicslinii.

Use 0),

utr/ifiis Jonils (a)
Alter an election, a IOimiinicc
muy expend or Iransler muds lor
coiiluuicd opcraluin ill campaign
olficcs; social events Im xvcuke'is,
public input and opinion; rcp.iyiiicul
ol campaign loans; ncwsleiiers and
oilier political coiiiinuunalious, gills ol
ucknnwlcdguiciil; and nilicclioldci-
related meals, lodging and Ira\cl
Alter lamination ol a candidate
eouiniillee, unexpended funds may
lie liansferred lo aiiolber eaudidaic
eonunillee, a poliiieal parly
coiitniillcc, oi a lax exempt
charitable iiigam/alion. or relumed
in conitiliulots A couumiicc may
mil make cx|K'mliliires lor ilic
payincnl ol a candidate's chillies,
or medical or denial expenses,
mnilgagc or iciiial payinenis loi llie
candidaie's perni.incnt residence;
tiist ilhneui payinenis lor an uuin
ou ned by die candidate, satisfaction ol
personal debts (excluding reportable
campaign loans), or personal

services)

Idecled and dclcaied candiilales
and non camhdale olficeholders
are rcipuied lo dispnsc ol unspent
amhiiri/ed inaunei, including relitin
In cxiitlrilivitiis. contlibulton loi
political purpose, and donation
lo tax exempt nniipiulil entity
Idecled candidates may use lor
present or Inline campaign expenses
or public ol lice expenses I'ersonal
use of funds by candidate
pinhibiic'd.
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LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES—Continued

Stale or oilier
jurisilielion

New Jersry .

New Mexico

Nets Vork (lil

North (‘ariilina (Il

North Dakota

(thin (h)

Oklahoma

Itrvgun (ID

IVlio may make
expentlilures

Treasurer or deputy treasurer of
a candidate, political party
committee, political committee,
and continuing political
committee.

Treasurer of candidate or
political committee.

I'rcasuier ol candidate ur
political cnmmillcc.

Except for independent
expenditures, candidate related
expenditures may bhe made only
through the treasurer or assistant
treasurer of a candidate or
political committee.

| ot a campaign committee,
only the campaign treasurer
and deputy campaign treasurer.

Agents and subagents in the
case of candiilalcs/caudidjlc
committees and other committees

I 'spemhtmes must he made I\ oi
itsiie It the liviisuici ol a
potiln.il inuinnllcc

Tolul cspetiihltires
alloKctl

Maximum amount lo aid
candidate for governor
(excluding travel expenses) in
1989 primary: S2.2 million; in
I19H9 general election: S5
million. Spending limits are
subject lo adjustment prior to
gubernatorial election year lo
idled changes in campaigo
costs, (iulicrunloiinl candidate
receivin? public limiting is
limited To !125,(NKI in primaty
and J25,(KX) in general election
from candidate's personal funds.

Treasurer most he appointed
before candidate or political
committee may make an
expenditure.

Candidates for state cunsliluliviial
office in general election who
qualify for and receive public
matching funds arc subject lo
expenditure limit depending on
office involved.

No cspenililuic urns tic niudi unlit
the polilu.it tnmiuillec Jppoiltlx,lint
icttilies the ticnsmer

Lxprntliiure.s prior
lo first filing

expenditures may not be made

by a political committee unlit
the designation of a treasurer

and depository have been filed.

Except for independent

expenditures, candidate-related
expenditures may not be made

until a treasurer is appointed
and certified.

Candidate most designate a
treasurer before candidate's
campaign committee may
receive contributions or make
expenditures.

lor cerium
purposes

Contributions may he
expended for any lawful
purpose.

Candidate expenditures must
Ik-legitimate, verifiable,
ordinary, and necessary

<undulates may tiscconinhinious
only lo defray campaign
expenditures or ordinary and
necessary expenses incurred m
connection with duties of
public officeholder.

Ihe ol
surplus /iinth (at

Judicial candidates must icltun
unused funds to contributors or
donate lo ch.uilablc otg.miration

May be used lor am lawful
purpose, including lianslcr lo
political pans committee, ictiirn
lo donor, oi holding for use in
subsequent campaign Contributions
may not lie iunveiled to personal
use of candidate not related lo
political campaign oi holding
public office oi parly position.

I'ersonal use ol funds hs
candidate pmlubiicd.

Excess fmills ol candulaie-candidate
committee available within 48
months of general election must
be disposed ol by return to
contributors, donation to auiilliri
campaign nr political party,
donation to charitable organi/auon.
or retention lor a future campaign
Personal use ol funds by
candidate piohlhited.
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LIMITAT90NS ON EXPENDITURES—Continued

Stale or other
jurisdiction

Vermont (b)..c...

Virginia (b) ..

Washington (1) .

West Virginia (hi

H'hn may make
et/iendiliires

Designated trcnsiucr.

Campaign treasurer, candidate.
or person on aolhnrily of
campaign treasurer or candidate

Candidates, financial agents, and
political committee treasurers.

Total expenditures Expenditures prior
allowed to first filiny

Candidate must appoint one
campaign treasurer not later
than upon acceptance of a
contribution, expenditure of
any lunds, nr qualification as
a candidate, whichever conics
first.

No person may ad as treasurer
or financial agent before filing
designation. Political parly
may not disburse money for
election expenses unless
treasurer is appointed.

For certain
purposes

Existing surplus may be
contributed and existing debts
assigned lo new fund.

Prohibited.

Generally, lawful payments for
political expenses; rent,
maintenance, and furnishin? of
political headquarters or office;
payment of support staff;
political advertising and
advertising agency services;
public meeting-related expenses;
travel, lodging and administrative
expenses; nominating petition
costs; prevention of unlawful
registration of voters; voter
transportation; and public polls.

Use of
surplus funds (a)

Conversion of surplus funds lo
personal use of candidate is
prohibited, but the candidate
may use such funds to reduce
personal campaign debts.

After filing of final report, surplus
funds may be used in a succeeding
election; returned to contributors;
donated lo a Section 170
organization; contributed to
other candidates nr committees,
including a poliiieal parly committee:
or used lo defray unieimhorsablc
elective office expense of candidate.
Personal use of funds by candidate
prohibited.

May be disposed of by return lo
the contributors in an amount
nut to exceed the original
contributions, transfer to the
candidate's personal account for
reimbursement for lost earnings
doling the campaign, doit.iiinn lo
a charitable nigani/aiinn, ti.iiisnini.il
to the stale, or retention for .. Inline
campaign, political activity, oi
community activity, or loi non-
reimbursable public office ielated
expenditures. Contributions may e
transferred to the personal account
of a candidate or expended for
candidate's personal use for
reimbursement for loans lo cover
lost earnings while campaigning or
performing services for the [K)liiic.il
committee and for direct out-of
pocket expenses for repayment of
loans made lo political committee.

Excess campaign assets may be
disposed of by transfer to new
candidate committee; contribution
lo political parly cuntniillcc oi
candidate; or relumed locnntilbuiois
on a pro rata basis. Personal use
of funds by candidate prohibited,
except for reimbursement of
election expenses. Use ol excess
campaign assets for personal
economic benefit is prohibited
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LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURES—Continued

Slule or other
jurisdiction

Wisconsin (li)

lIv/o muy make
expenditures

Trensuter of a candidate,
poliiieal committee, poliiieal
group, or individual

Total expenditures
allowed

Siale office candidates who
receive election campaign fund
gram may noi expend more
loi a campaign than ainonnl
specified in the authorized
disbursement schedule unless
opponents not accepting giant

Ex?enditures_prior
o first filing

Disbursements may not lIre
made by candidate or personal
campaign committee, political
committee, political group, or
individual before registration
statement is filed and cumpaign
depository account established.

For certain
purposes

n*|)cndiiures may be made for
any lawful purpose. Contributions
must be used for a political

pm pose.

Use of
surplus funds (a)

do not agree to comply with
the limit voluntarily.

Wyoming .

Ilsl. of Columbia (h) Only the chair, treasurer, or
designated agents may make an

expenditme.

saill lklavailable Linn the MIC ill Atigusl PAM.
Note Im del,iilcil legal ici|imcmciits, state statutes should be consulted.
Acs
No refcieuce in the law.

(a) rosl ill’ll mil.

(Ii) Kestnctioiis on cash expenditures. California, Colorado anil New York (otherwise by check) may
nut csiicd MIN) Arkansas (except lor projicily receipied filing lees), Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska,
Norlli Carolina (lor non media expenses excluding postage), Oregon and Washington (if no receipt) may
nut exceed 150. Alabama and Connecticut may not exceed 1100 from petty cash I-lorida, must be less
than Sit) petty cash, and may not be used lo pay for lie purchase ol lime, space, ur services from the
communications media. In Kentucky expenditures of $25 or more must be made by check. In Louisiana
cash expenditures of up to $100 may be made from petty cash for items other than personal services
and voter liaiispoiialion if complete records are maintained. In Minnesota petty cash expenditures limited
lo $100 |iei week lor statewide elections; $20 per week for legislative elections. In Missouri single cash

Candidate for judicial office may
benefit of candidate.

May be donated lo a political
parly for political purposes;
returned to donors; transferred
to a scientific, technical, oi
literacy or educational oigam/aitim;
or used for constituent services
with certain limits.

expenditures Irnni pcily cash limit may not exceed $50; aggregate calendar year expenditures may not
exceed the lesser ol ten percent ol the committee's total calendar year expenditures. Montana, petty cash
fund may pay lor oilier supplies, transportation expenses, postage stamps, and ol tier necessities ol less
Ilian $25, but muy not lie used lor purchase ul tunc, space, or services from any communications medium.
In Ohio, pcimiiieil; if over $25, must be vouched for by a receipted lull. In Pennsylvania vouchers for
all expenditures over $25 must tic retained, in South Carolina, expenditures over $25 must he by wriiten
insiiuineni
$25. In Vermont expenditures by a candidate who has made expenditures or received contributions ol
$500 or more and by a public,il committee must he paid by the treasurer by check Irnni a single chcikmg
account In Virginia, pcily cash expenditures of less than $25 permuted; otherwise only by check. In
West Virginia payments lo campaign election workers and paid stall must be by check. In Wisconsin
prohibited; disbursements must be made by negotiable instrument District ol Columbia must be $50
or less lo any one person in connection with a single transaction and must lie fully documented

tc) Unopposed candidate may not lake any campaign funds for personal use or lor income foi spouse
ur dclicndenl children after the dale of winning Ilie nomination (or if opposed in the primary but not
in the general election, alter the dale of winning the nomination)
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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 241
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D ate: Department Affected: .Administration
Title: “An Act relating to the use of candidate’s campaign. BRU: Alaska Public Offices Commission
account.. Component: Alaska.Public Offices Commission
Sponsor: R9p..Bund.9
Requestor fH) STA COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 70
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FYy 01

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES 0.2

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 02 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 0 0 0 0

| CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0 0 0 1 .
FUND SOURCE: (Thousands of Dol ars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 0.2
10C5 GF/Program Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA

OTHER
TOTAL 0.2 0.0 00 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY 95) cost: $ 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
TEMPER ARV

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
Funds will be used for the costs, postage, and envelopes of a mailing to municipal and state “candidates” with
remaining campaign funds to inform them of changes in the statute with regard lo disposition of surplus campaign funds.

Prepared by: Karen Boorman. Executive Director Phone: 276-4176
Division: Alaska Public Offices Commission Date:

Approved by Commissioner:  Mark Bover
Agency: Department of Adninistration Dete:
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR*®S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution infomation, cll the Govermor™s Legislative Office
F}ev: 01/% Page J
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