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Representative Jeannette Jam es  
Chair, House State Affairs Committee

Representative Vic Kohring jy /^

March 7, 1995

Request for Hearing 
House Bill 225, Permits for African Elephants-

I respectfully request a hearing on House Bill 225 in the House State 
Affairs Committee. This bill authorizes the com m issioner of fish and 
game to issu e permits to possess, import, or export African elephants. 
I believe the bill proposes a reasonable system  for allowing elephants 
to stay in Alaska for commercial exhibition purposes based on certain 
health, safety, and liability criteria.

Attached please find a copy of the bill, a sponsor statem ent on the bill, 
House Resolution 9 resolution which passed unanim ously last session, 
and other letters of support.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  consideration.



R epresentative Vic Kohring 
Sponsor Statem ent

HOUSE BLL 225

"An A ct authorizing th e  com m issioner of fish and gam e to issue  
perm its to p ossess, im port, or export African elephants."

HB 225  creates a commercial exhibitor permit system  for possession, 
import, and export of African elephants.

The problem: Currently, Alaska law does not contain provisions for 
allowing commercial exhibition of elephants on a long-term basis. It 
allow s traveling circus e leph ants to stay tem porarily under an 
educational permit and allows zoo elephants to stay under an annually 
renewed educational permit. Even though educational permits have 
been used  for elephants whose main purpose is exhibition, they are 
not actually appropriate for this purpose.

The current law denies legitimate business opportunities to Alaskans. 
Legislation is needed to allow the Department of Fish and Game a 
m echanism  to issu e  perm its for such anim als for their intended use 
instead of ju s t  issu ing  temporary educational perm its as a stop-gap 
m easure. H ouse R esolution  9, passed  in 1994, requested the 
com m issioner of Fish and Game to grant an exten sion  under a 
tem porary educational permit for a particular elephant. While this 
allowed the elephant to stay  in Alaska for a period, it was not a 
perm anent solution. In addition, the Board of Game has directed 
DF&G to develop a temporary commercial permit system , but this still 
does not meet the needs of Alaskan residents on a permanent basis.

The solution: This bill allows DF&G to issu e  perm its for African
e lep h an ts to persons based  on reasonable conditions se t by the 
com m issioner and who m eet certain criteria, including: l)the animal
is intended to be exhibited commercially; 2 )adequate facilities exist to 
m aintain the animal under positive control and hum ane conditions; 
and 3)personal injury and property damage insurance are maintained 
in an am ount established by the commissioner of fish and game.

The Departm ent of Fish and Game assisted  in developing this bill's 
language and is not opposed to the bill.

Additionally, the Departm ent of Environmental Conservation enforces 
the health  aspects of importing animals under a DEC "Import Permit." 
DEC m u st ensure that any elephant entering the state m eets all the 
criteria o f the Federal Anim al Welfare Act and m eets all health  
requirem ents for international travel. The Com m issioner of Fish and 
Game, under this bill, would have discretion to a ssess  additional health 
requirem ents. For more information, call Kristie Leaf at 465-2186 .
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House 
Resolve No.

8

Protecting the lifestyle of pachyderms.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

WHEREAS elephants are a form of the labor force, provide entertainment, and are 

used for promotional events; and

WHEREAS there is no known documentation that the African elephant transmits 

dangerous diseases to mankind; and

WHEREAS the children and other citizens of Alaska should not be deprived of an 

opportunity to an education as part of the animal world; and

WHEREAS the state should promote good business relations and enhance educational 

opportunities for visitors and residents to experience; and

WHEREAS a particular African elephant (Moxie) has been officially certified and 

approved by the United States Department of Agriculture; and

WHEREAS Alaska is the only state in the union that includes elephants on the exotic 

animal prohibition list;

BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives respectfully requests the 

Governor to ask the commissioner of fish and game to grant a second extension under an



educational permit; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that Moxie, a once orphaned elephant and star of television 

and screen, should be permanently exempted from the exotic animal prohibition list; and be 

it
FURTHER RESOLVED that any African elephant that enters the state for purposes 

of exhibition, entertainment, or education should be excluded from the prohibited list.

HR 8



A U T H E N T I C A T I O N

The following officers of ihe Legislature certify that the attached enrolled resolution, HR 9 am. 

was passed in conformity with the requirements of the constitution and laws ot the State or 

Alaska and the Uniform Rules of the Legislature.

Passed by the House April 18, 1994

ATTEST:

/
___'I ^

/ S  '
Ramona L. Barnes, Speaker of the House

Suzi Lowell, Chief Clerk of the House
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’(act M any, JUm m  "

March 3, 1995

TO: Senator Sick Halford

Senator Randy Phillips 

Representative Vic Kohring 

Representative Pete Kott 

Representative Ed Willis

R £ : Moxie The Elephant

Attached is a letter dated June 9, 1994 to former

Commissioner of Pish £ Game, Carl Rosier, which statas that 

the Chamber supports legislative efforts which would allow 

Mcxie to remain here as a year-round resident.

It is now our understanding that the only way that Moxie can 

remain in the State is to change the existing laws. We Wish 

to reiterate our support for this effort and ask your 

assistance in this matter.

Dennis Johnson 

President
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June 3, 1994

Commissioner Carl Rosier 

Department of Fish '* Game 
?0 3ox 25526 
Juneau, AK 99802

Dear Commissioner Rosier,

In July, the Chugiak-Zagle River Chamber of Commerce held the 9th annual 

Bear Paw Festival. Moxie the elephant was a participant at the Festival 
and was a wonderful attraction and great educational opportunity for the 

general public.

We applaud the temporary permit issued by vcur Department which allows 

hoxie to remain in the state and his cwr.er to vend for rides. We also 

support a change in the law which would allow this to become a permanent 

condition with the provisions that:

1. restrictions could occur if a real health ha2 ard 

exists to Alaska wildlife

2. permits are issued only to individuals or entities 

that can demonstrate the capability of properly caring 

for the animal

We appreciate your consideration on this matter.

cc: Senator Rick Halford
Senator Randy Phillips 
Representative Pat Carney 
Representative Pete Kott 

Representative Ed Willis



M a k i n g  a  c a s e  f o r  k e e p i n g  M o x i e
W hen I w as 10 years o ld  Ihe B am um  & Dai­

ley  C ircu s cam e lo  m y  h o m eto w n  of W ichi­
ta, K an. V em on Duffy, a tra in e r  a n d  h an d le r  
fo r th e  d rc u s , m ad e  It possib le fo r m e to  rid e  
the  e lep h a n t, R uth ie.

She w a s  so specia l to  m e an d  gen tle  as she  
lifted m e up  w ith  her trunk-1 fe liln  love w ith  
h e r  instan tly . I w as rea d v  to  ru n  aw a y  w ith  
the  c ircus, so I co u ld  rlcfe m y R uth ie  ev e ry  
day.

L o o k in g  b ac k  to  th a t d a y  50 y ea rs  ago , I 
can  o n ly  g u ess  h o w  m u ch  M oxie m ean s to  
th e  Jam es C lem en t family.

Since M oxie w as o rp h an ed  an d  taken  In by 
th e  C lem ents, he has b een  g iven  m u ch  care 
a n d  lo v e . H e is a n  Im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  th e ir  
fam ily  un it.

O n  the  F ourth  o f Ju ly  h o liday  last su m m er 
1 lo o k ed  up  M oxie especially  to  w atch  him  
w ith  th e  cn ild ren . H e w as at th e  firew o rk s 
s ta n d  in  H o u s to n . W h a t m e m o rie s  it a ll 
b ro u g h t back . '

I sp o k e  briefly w ith  Mr. C ' en t an d  asked 
h im  n o w  could  I help  keep M ’>de In the state. 
I le  sa id : G et In to u c h  w ith  it  leg islators. 
W rite le tte rs . We need  a biJ> 's s e d  that w ill 
a llo w  u s  to  k eep  him .

I felt a sh am e d  th a t o u r It ators had  not 
paitiw d th e  b illa J re » d )u .tv ' .c a n .th o se  In 
p o w e r  b e  so  c o ld  to  p u t ^ f in e * fa m ily  
th ro u g h  such  to rm en t to r  I' ‘r m agn ificen t 
s ta n d  fo r  M oxie?

1 w o n d e r  w h a t h ap p e n ee  those  in  p o w ­
er w h o  cared  for the righ ts c he people. The 
recen t re fu sa l o f  the Board .>f G am e to p u t

M oxJe on  the c lean  list is unbelievab le . We 
h a v e  o th e r  an im a ls  o n  the  c lean  list —  for 
exam ple, the ch im panzee  w hich is a close rel­
a tive  to  m an  a n d  m o re  cap ab le  of ca rry in g  
d iseases.

It hns a lread y  b een  es tab lish ed  that M oxie 
is not genetically  re la ted  to any  w ild life here 
to  be a th reat anyw ay. 1 fe cou la  not exchange 
in fec tions w ith  farm  a n im a ls  either.

So w h a t is th e  rea l ex cu se?  T here  is no  
excuse w h a tso ev e r to  d e lay  an y  lo n g e r the 
p lacem ent o f M oxie o n  Ihe clean list. T tiere is 
a lw ay s room  for a n o th e r  an im al on the clean 
list if there is p ro fit o r  p o w e r for som eone.

O th er an im als are let in to  the sta te for p u r­
po ses o f profit like llam as an d  alpacas. A las­
ka  Is Ihe on ly  sta te  th a t does nol allow  ele­
p h a n ts  o n  its c lean  list (w ith  the exception  of 
those  e lep h a n ts  In Ihe zoo).

I ask ed  Mr. C lem en t h o w  hp ever tra ined  
an  A frican e le p h a n t since  I h a d  hea rd  th ey  
w ere  very  d ifficu lt tra in . I ie said : Very ca re­
fully. B ecause th ey  a re  h ig h -s tru n g  I m u st 
tak e  it easier. T he w ay  lo  M oxie Is th ro u g h  
h is stom ach .

Mr. C lem ent lias w o rk ed  w ith  80 e lep h an ts  
in  14 years. A very  im p o rta n t p a r t  o f h is  life 
h as  been  In v o lv ed  w ith  e le p h a n ts . H e first 
cam e to A laska w ith  M oxie in  1988 on a tour.

Jam es C lem en t h as  a d ream . I le cam e here 
w ith  a d ream  that is being  shot dow n . Instead 
o f w ork ing  o n  his d ream  lie is w ritin g  letters.

H is d ream  is to have a n  arctic c ircus w here  
local ta len t c o u ld  p a r tic ip a te . H is p la n s  
in c lu d e  o p e ra tio n s  in sm all to w n s as w ell as 
the  large ones.

I have  co n tac ted  so m e of o u r  M at-Su Bor­
o u g h  le g is la to rs  a n d  b o ro u g h  p o lit ic ia n s . 
Som e huvo in d ica ted  they will w ork  on  M ox- 
ie 's behalf. Rep. Vic K ohring  told m e he feels 
inclined  to  in tro d u c e  a b ill tha t w o u ld  allow  
exo tic  pels an d  an im als , o f w h ich  ca te g o ry  
M oxie is co n s id ered . I le w o u ld  p a tte rn  it on  
a reso lu tion  p assed  last y ea r in  the L eg isla­
tu re .

I say  p u t  it lo a pu b lic  vole. P u l it o n  tiie 
b a llo t. Let u s  h e a r  from  the p e o p le  th e m ­
se lv es . T h o se  w h o  live n e a r  M oxie . T h o se  
w hose  ch ild ren  have r id d en  M oxie.

T h ere  a re  m a n y  of us w h o  en joy , a n d  
w o u ld  like to  co n tin u e  to  en jo y  the  a p p e a r ­
ances of M oxie th ro u g h o u t o u r s la te . I le lias 
becom e a sym bol of the g rea tn ess  tha t can  be 
found  in this last frontier. This is where* som e 
p eo p le  com e It) d o  great th ings. ,

Nntinj K. Hintler reside* in Cliuyitik in Ilie win­
ter unit culls Houston her home in the summer 
months.




