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CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 110(STA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U SE  S T A T E  A F F A IR S  C O M M IT T E E

Offered:
R e fe r re d :

Spon so r(s) : R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  B A R N ES , G reen

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the confidentiality of certain information in motor vehicle 

records; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 28.05.065. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

CONTAINED IN DEPARTMl NT RECORDS, (a) Notwithstanding AS 44.99.300 

and except as provided in this section, the department may not disclose personal 

information contained in the records of the department.

(b) Personal information shall be disclosed for use in connection with matters 

of motor vehicle or driver safety or theft; motor vehicle emissions; motor vehicle 

product alterations, recalls, or advisories; performance monitoring of motor vehicles 

and dealers by moto; vehicle manufacturers; and removal of nonowner records from 

the original owner records of motor vehicle manufacturers as required by federal law.

(c) Personal information may be disclosed if the requesting person
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demonstrates, in a form and manner the department prescribes, that the requesting 

person has obtained the written^ consent of the person who is the subject of the 

information.

(d) Personal information may be disclosed by the department upon proof of 

the identity of the person requesting a record and representation by the requesting 

person that the use of the personal information is strictly limited to one or more of the 

following uses:

(1) for use by a government agency, including a court or law 

enforcement agency, in carrying out its functions, or a private person or entity acting 

on behalf of a government agency in carrying out its functions;

(2) for use in the normal course of business by a legitimate business 

or an agent, employee, or contractor of the business, but only

(A) to verify trie accuracy of personal information submitted by 

an individual to the business or an agent, employee, or contractor of the 

business; and

(B) if the information submitted is not correct, to obtain the 

correct information, but only for the purposes of preventing fraud by pursuing 

legal remedies against, or recovering on a debt or security interest against, an 

individual;

(3) for use in connection with a civil, criminal, administrative, or 

arbitration proceeding in a court or government agency or before a self-regulatory 

body, including the service of process, an investigation in anticipation of litigation, and 

the execution or enforcement of a judgment or court order;

(4) for use in research activities, or in producing statistical reports, if 

the personal information is not published, redisclosed, or used to contact an individual;

(5) for use by an insurer or insurance support organization, or by a self- 

insured entity, or an agent, employee, or contractor of an insurer, in connection with 

claims investigation activities, anti-fraud activities, rating, or underwriting;

(6) for use in providing notice to the owners of towed or impounded

vehicles;

(7) for use by a licensed private investigative agency or licensed
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security service for a purpose permitted under this section;

(8) for use by an employer or an agent or insurer of an employer to 

obtain or verify information'relating to a holder of a commercial driver’s license that 

is required under 49 U.S.C. 31101 - 31162 (Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act);

(9) for use in connection with the operation of private toll 

transportation facilities;

(10) for bulk distribution for surveys, marketing, or solicitations if the 

department has implemented methods and procedures to ensure that

(A) persons are provided an opportunity, in a clear and 

conspicuous manner, to prohibit uses; and

(B) the information will be used, rented, or sold solely for bulk 

distribution for surveys, marketing, and solicitations, and that surveys, 

marketing, and solicitations will not be directed at those individuals who have 

requested in a timely fashion that the material not be mailed to them; and

(11) for any other purpose specifically authorized by law that is related 

to the operation of a motor vehicle or related to public safety.

(e) Personal information contained in an individual record may be disclosed, 

without regard to the intended use of the personal information, if the department 

provides in a clear and conspicuous manner on forms for issuance or renewal of 

operator’s or driver’s licenses, registrations, titles, or identification documents notice 

that personal information collected by the department may be disclosed to a person 

making a request for an individual record, and has provided in a clear and conspicuous 

manner on the forms an opportunity for a person who is the subject of a record to 

prohibit disclosure.

(0  In this section,

(1) "disclose” means to engage in a practice or conduct that makes 

available or makes known personal information contained in records of the department 

about a person to another person, organization, or entity by any means of 

communication;

(2) "individual record" means a record containing personal information 

about a designated person who is the subject of the record, as iden.ified in a request
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1 for information;

2 (3) "personal information" means information that identifies a person,

3 including an individual’s photograph or computerized image, social security number,

4 driver identification number, name, address, telephone number, and medical or

disability information, but does not include information on vehicular accidents, driving-

6 or equipment-related violations, driver’s license or registration status, or a zip code.

7 * Sec. 2. AS 28.05.061(c) is repealed:

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

B Y  T H E  H O U SE  S T A T E  A F F A IR S  C O M M IT T E E

Offered:
Referred:

Sponso r(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  B A R N E S , G reen

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the confidentiality of certain information in motor vehicle 

records; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 28.10.505. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

CONTAINED IN MOTOR VEHICLE RECORDS, (a) Notwithstanding AS 44.99.300 

and except as provided in this section, the department may not disclose personal 

information contained in motor vehicle records maintained by the department under 

this chapter.

(b) Personal information shall be disclosed for use in connection with matters 

of motor vehicle or driver safety or theft; motor vehicle emissions; motor vehicle 

product alterations, recalls, or advisories; performance monitoring of motor vehicles 

and dealers by motor vehicle manufacturers; and removal of nonowner records from 

the original owner records of motor vehicle manufacturers as required by federal law.
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(c) Personal information may be disclosed if the requesting person 

demonstrates, in a form and manner the department prescribes, that the requesting 

person has obtained the written consent of the person who is the subject of the 

information.

(d) Personal information may be disclosed by the department upon proof of
t **

the identity of the person requesting a record and representation by the requesting 

person that the use of the personal information is strictly limited to one or more of the 

following uses:

(1) for use by a government agency, including a court or law 

enforcement agency, in carrying out its functions, or a private person or entity acting 

on behalf of a government agency in carrying out its functions;

(2) for use in the normal course of business by a legitimate business 

or an agent, employee, or contractor of the business, but only

(A) to verify the accuracy of personal information submitted by 

an individual to the business or an agent, employee, or contractor of the 

business; and

(B) if the information submitted is not correct, to obtain the 

correct information, but only for the purposes of preventing fraud by pursuing 

legal remedies against, or recovering on a debt or security interest against, an 

individual;

(3) for use in connection with a civil, criminal, administrative, or 

arbitration proceeding in a court or government agency or before a self-regulatory 

body, including service of process and the execution or enforcement of a judgment or 

court order;

(4) for use in research activities, or in producing statistical reports, if 

the personal information is not published, redisclosed, or used to contact an individual;

(5) for use by an insurer or insurance support organization, or by a self- 

insured entity, or an agent, employee, or contractor of an insurer, in connection with 

claims investigation activities, anti-fraud activities, rating, or underwriting;

(6) for use in providing notice to the owners of towed or impounded

vehicles;
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(7) for use by an employer or an agent or insurer of an employer to 

obtain or verify information relating to a holder of a commercial driver's license that 

is required under 49 U.S.C. 31101 - 31162 (Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act);

(8) for use in connection with the operation of private toll 

transportation facilities;

(9) for bulk distribution for surveys, marketing, or solicitations if the 

department has implemented methods and procedures to ensure that

(A) persons' are provided an opportunity, in a clear and 

conspicuous manner, to prohibit uses; and

(B) the information will be used, rented, or sold solely for bulk 

distribution for surveys, marketing, and solicitations, and that surveys, 

marketing, and solicitations will not be directed at those individuals who have 

requested in a timely fashion that the material not be mailed to them; and

(10) for any other purpose specifically authorized by law that is related 

to the operation of a motor vehicle or related to public safety.

(e) Personal information contained in an individual record may be disclosed, 

without regard to the intended use of the personal information, if the department 

provides in a clear and conspicuous manner on forms for issuance or renewal of 

registrations, titles, or identification documents notice that personal information 

collected by the department may be disclosed to a person making a request for an 

individual record, and has provided in a clear and conspicuous manner on the forms 

an opportunity for a person who is the subject of a record to prohibit disclosure.

(f) In this section,

(1) "disclose" means to engage in a practice or conduct that makes 

available or makes known personal information contained in records of the department 

about a person to another person, organization, or entity by any means of 

communication;

(2) "individual record" means a record containing personal information 

about a designated person who is the subject of the record, as identified in a request 

for information;

(3) "personal information" means information that identifies a person,
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1 including a name, address, telephone number, and medical or disability information,

2 but does not include information on vehicular accidents, driving- or equipment-related

3 violations, driver's license or registration status, or a zip code.

4 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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J U a s fe a  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

Office of World Trade 
And 

State/Federal Relations

S la te  C a p ito l 
J u n e a u , AK 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3438

A n ch o ra g e  
P .O . B ox  103382 

A n ch o ro g o . AK  99510 
(907) 337-7737 
(907) 258-8163

C O M M IT T E E S  
N a tu r a l R e s o u r c e s  
L e g is la t iv e  C o u n c i l RAMONA L. BARNES

REPRESENTATIVE

District 22

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
SS HB 110

This leg islation  was in troduced at the request o f  two o f m y 
constituen ts  who had experienced  stalk ing  by persons w ho had 
ob ta ined  their addresses from  DM V through license plate" 
inform ation . A dditionally , in 1994, confiden tia lity  o f license  plate 
in fo rm ation  w as included in the P resident's  C rim e P ackage.

The intent o f the federal legislation (18 U .S.C . 2721) was to pro tect 
the personal privacy o f persons licensed by states to d rive  a m otor 
veh ic le  o r persons w ho reg ister a m otor vehicle  by p roh ib iting  
d isclosu re  o f in form ation  on drivers m aintained by the state . This 
in form ation  is only to be disclosed under perm issib le  uses.

If A laska is not in com pliance with the federal law by S eptem ber 13, 
1997, the DMV could be liable for civil fines o f $2,500.00 per day 
and the state could be subject to fines o f $5,000.00 per day until 
com pliance is reached.

This bill is supported by the Council on D om estic V iolence and Sexual 
A ssau lt and the A nchorage Police D epartm ent.

I ap p recia te  your consideration  o f this b ill and request your support.

I
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F I S C A L  N O T E

1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: 03/06/96_______________________Dept. Affected: Public Safety________________________
I

ANALYSIS CONTINUED

In 1994 the State received approximately $150.0 for the sale of vehicle records. This was for individual records at $5.00 each and 
for the sale of master file updates to two major vendors at a cost of $50.00 per 1,000 records. The main use of these records was 
to determine the address of the individual or, in case of major vendors, to generate mailing lists. It is estimated that $50.0 of this 
revenue annually will be lost if the addresses are confidential. It is anticipated that one vendor will not be able to get the records 
because they make their data base available to everyone and this will be a loss of $25.0. It is estimated that an additional $25.0 
will be lost from the walk-in customers who will have no legitimate purpose for obtaining the record.

This bill will require the Department to promulgate regulations regarding the release of motor vehicle records. Public hearings will 
be held in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Soldotna/Kenai and Juneau: Travel = $980.00 Airfare from Juneau to Anchorage, Anchorage to 
Fairbanks, Fairbanks to Soldotna/Kenai and return to Juneau. Per-diem = $336.00, Car Rental in Anchorage, Fairbanks and 
Soldotna = $75.00. Total of travel expenses = $1.4.

Contractual. Publishing cost to publish notice of regulations and public hearings 2 times in 6 different newspapers = $2.1, Cost of 
contracting with the Legislative Information Office to hold public hearings are $25.00 an hour, 4 hours in each location = $.04. 
Total cost of-ccntractual is $2.5.

S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A  BILL N O : S S H B 1 1 0



SEC. 300002. PROHIBITION ON RELEASE .AND USE OF CERTAIN PERSONAL 
INFORMATION FROM STATE MOTOR VEHICLE RECORDS.

(a) In General.-Title 18, United States Code, is amended 
by inserting
after chapter 121 the following new chapter:

•'CHAPTER 123-PROHIBITION ON RELEASE AND USE OF CERTAIN PERSONAL 
INFORMATION FROM STATE MOTOR VEHICLE RECORDS

"Sec. 2721. Prohibition on release and use of certain personal 
information from State motor vehicle records

"(a) In General.-Except as provided in subsection (b), a 
State department of motor vehicles, and any officer, employee, - - 
or contractor, thereof, shall not knowingly disclose or 
otherwise make available to any person or entity personal 
information about any individual obtained by the department in 
connection with a motor vehicle record.

"(b) Permissible Uses.-Personal information referred to 
in subsection (a) shall be disclosed for use in connection with 
matters of motor vehicle or driver safety and theft, motor 
vehicle emissions, motor vehicle product alterations, recalls, 
or advisories, performance monitoring of motor vehicles and 
dealers by motor vehicle manufacturers, and removal of non- 
owner records from the original owner records of motor vehicle 
manufacturers to carry out the purposes of the Automobile 
Information Disclosure Act, the Motor Vehicle Information and 
Cost Saving Act, the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety 
Act of 1966, the Anti-Car Theft Act of 1992, and the Clean Air 
Act, and may be disclosed as follows:

"(1) For use by any government agency, including 
any court or law enforcement agency, in carrying out 
its functions, or any private person or entity acting 
on behalf of a Federal, State, or local agency in 
carrying out its functions.

"(2) For use in connection with matters of motor 
vehicle or driver safety and theft; motor vehicle 
emissions; motor vehicle product alterations, recalls, 
or advisories; performance monitoring of motor 
vehicles, motor vehicle parts and dealers; motor 
vehicle market research activities, including survey 
research; and removal of non-owner records from the 
original owner records of motor vehicle manufacturers.

"(3) For use in the normal course of business by a 
legitimate business or its agents, employees, or



contractors, but only- v
"(A) to verify the accuracy of personal 

information submitted by the individual to the 
business or its agents, employees, or 
contractors; and

"(B) if such information as so submitted 
is not correct or is no longer correct, to 
obtain the correct information, but only for 
the purposes of preventing fraud by, pursuing 
legal remedies against, or recovering on a debt 
or security interest against, the individual.

"(4) For use in connection with any civil, 
criminal, administrative, or arbitral proceeding in any 
Federal, State, or local court or agency or before any 
seff^regulatory body, including the service of process, 
investigation in anticipation of litigation, and the 
execution or enforcement of judgments and orders, or 
pursuant to an order of a Federal, State, or local 
court.

"(5) For use in research activities, and for use 
in producing statistical reports, so long as the 
personal information is not published, redisclosed, or 
used to contact individuals.

"(6) For use by any insurer or insurance support 
organization, or by a self-insured entity, or its 
agents, employees, or contractors, in connection with 
claims investigation activities, antifraud activities, 
rating or underwriting.

"(7) For use in providing notice to the owners of 
towed or impounded vehicles.

"(8) For use by any licensed private investigative 
agency or licensed security service for any purpose 
permitted under this subsection.

"(9) For use by an employer or its agent or 
insurer to obtain or verify information relating to a 
holder of a commercial driver's license that is 
required under the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act 
of 1986 (49 U.S.C. App. 2710 et seq.).

"(10) For use in connection with the operation of 
private toll transportation facilities.

"(11) For any other use in response to requests 
for individual motor vehicle records if the motor 
vehicle department has provided in a clear and 
conspicuous manner on forms for issuance or renewal of 
operator’s permits, titles, registrations, or 
identification cards, notice that personal information



collected by the department may be disclosed to any 
business or person, and has provided in a clear and 
conspicuous manner on such forms an opportunity to 
prohibit such disclosures.

"(12) For bulk distribution for surveys, marketing 
or solicitations if the motor vehicle department has 
implemented methods and procedures to ensure that— 

(A) individuals are provided an 
opportunity, in a clear and conspicuous manner, 
to prohibit such uses; and

"(B) the information will be used, rented, 
or sold solely for bulk distribution for 
surveys, marketing, and solicitations, and that 
surveys, marketing, and solicitations will not 

— "=- be directed at those individuals who have
requested in a timely fashion that they not be 
directed at them.

"(13) For use by any requester, if the requester 
demonstrates it has obtained the written consent of the 
individual to whom the information pertains.

"(14) For any other use specifically authorized 
under the law of the State that holds the record, if 
such use is related to the operation of a motor vehicle 
or public safety.

"(c) Resale or Redisclosure.—An authorized recipient of 
persona] information (except a recipient under subsection
(b)(ll) or (12)) may resell or redisclose the information only 
for a use permitted under subsection (b) (but not for uses 
under subsection (b) (11) or (12)). An authorized recipient 
under subsection (b)(ll) may resell or redisclose personal 
information for any purpose. An authorized recipient under 
subsection (b)(12) may resell or redisclose personal 
information pursuant to subsection (b)( 12). Any authorized 
recipient (except a recipient under subsection (b) (11)) that 
resells or rediscloses personal information covered by this 
title must keep for a period of 5 years records identifying 
each person or entity that receives information and the 
permitted purpose for which the information will be used and 
must make such records available to the motor vehicle 
department upon request.

"(d) Waiver Procedures.—A State motor vehicle department 
may establish and cany out procedures under which the 
department or its agents, upon receiving a request for personal 
information that does not fall within one of the exceptions in 
subsection (b), may mail a copy of the request to the 
individual about whom the information was requested, informin



such individual of the request, together with a,statement to 
the effect that the information will not be released unless the 
individual waives such individual's right to privacy under this 
section.

"Sec. 2722. Additional unlawful acts

"(a) Procurement for Unlawful Purpose.-It shall be 
unlawful for any person knowingly to obtain or disclose 
personal information, from a motor vehicle record, for any use 
not permitted under section 2721(b) of this title.

"(b) False Representation.-It shall be unlawful for any 
person to make false representation to obtain any personal 
information from an individual's motor vehicle record.

"Sec. 2723. Penalties

"(a) Criminal Fine.-A person who knowingly violates this 
chapter shall be fined under this title.

"(b) Violations by State Department of Motor Vehicles.-- 
.Any State department of motor vehicles that has a policy or 
practice of substantial noncompliance with this chapter shall 
be subject to a civil penalty imposed by the Attorney General 
of not more than S5,000 a day for each day of substantial 
noncompliance.

"Sec. 2724. Civil action

"(a) Cause of Action.-A person who knowingly obtains, 
discloses or uses personal information, from a motor vehicle 
record, for a purpose not permitted under this chapter shall be 
liable to the individual to whom the information pertains, who 
may bring a civil action in r. United States district court.

"(b) Remedies.-The court may award-
"(1) actual damages, but not less than liquidated 

damages in the amount of 52,500;
"(2) punitive damages upon proof of willful or 

reckless disregard of the law;
"(3) reasonable attorneys' fees and other 

litigation costs reasonably incurred; and
"(4) such other preliminary and equitable relief 

as the court determines to be appropriate.

"Sec. 2725. Definitions

"In  this chapter—



Motznik Computer Services, inc.
8301 Briarwood, Suite 100 Anchorage, Alaska 99518 

(907) 344-6254

03-07-1996 0 8 :44PM MOTZNIK COMPUTER SERVICES 09000703040401070509

M a r c h  9, 1 9 9 5

R e p .  J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  5 0 1  
J u n e a u  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p .  J a m e s :

I w i l l  b e  o u t  of t o w n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  2 w e e k s  a n d  I h a v e  n o t  
h a d  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l e t t e r  in o p p o s i t i o n  to 
H B 1 1 0 .  A t t a c h e d  is m y  l e t t e r  f r o m  l a s t  M a r c h  in o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  1 9 9 4  H B 5 2 6 .  T h a t  b i l l  w a s  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  H B 1 1 0 .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  h a s  b e e n  t r y i n g  to m a k e  t h e  
m o t o r  v e h i c l e  f i l e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  C u r r e n t l y  
t h e y  a l m o s t  k e e p  it c o n f i d e n t i a l  b y  c h a r g i n g  $ 4 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  a 
c o p y  o f  t h e  f i l e .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  m y  c o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  P o l k  
D i r e c t o r y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  t h a t  p u r c h a s e  c o p i e s .  W e  p u t  the 
f i l e  o n - l i n e  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  A c c e s s  S y s t e m .  

T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  4 0 0  t o  5 0 0  d a i l y  D M V  i n q u i r i e s  p r o c e s s e d  
o n  o u r  s y s t e m .  A n  i n q u i r y  b y  n a m e  o n  o u r  s y s t e m  c o s t s  t h e  
c u s t o m e r  a b o u t  80 c e n t s  b y  u s i n g  t h e i r  P C  o v e r  a p h o n e  l i n e  
t o  o u r  c o m p u t e r .  D M V  c h a r g e s  $ 5 . 0 0  a n d  y o u  h a v e  t o  t r a v e l  to 
t h e i r  o f f i c e .

I f  t h e  b i l l  is s t i l l  i n  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w h e n  I r e t u r n ,  I w i l l  
p r o v i d e  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .

S i n c e r e l v ,

u k 4 #

R o b e r t  L M o t z n i k

F. 0 2
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Motznik Computer Services, Inc.
8301 Briarwood Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, Alaska 99518-3332 

(907)344-6254 FAX (907) 344-1759

TO: H O U S E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  M A R C H  16, 1 9 9 4

FROM: R O B E R T  M O T Z N I K

RE: H O U S E  B I L L  526

T h i s  l e t t e r  is t o  r e g i s t e r  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  to H o u s e  B i l l  526. T h i s  b i l l  
c a l l s  for m a k i n g  a d d r e s s e s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  in the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  file. 
T h e  b i l l  a l s o  m e n t i o n s  m a k i n g  the p h o n e  n u m b e r  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  D M V  
d o e s  not e v e n  h a v e  a s p a c e  on the r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m  for p h o n e  n u m b e r .  
T h e r e  is no p h o n e  n u m b e r  in the f i l e  to b e  m a d e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

For six y e a r s  we h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  f i l e  a n d  m a d e  it 
a v a i l a b l e  o n  our P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  A c c e s s  S y s t e m .  H u n d r e d s  of 
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a c c e s s  the f i l e  d a i l y .  A  c o m m o n  
u s e  of the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  file is to f i n d  a d d r e s s e s .

A t t o r n e y s  n e e d  to f i n d  w i t n e s s e s  th a t  h a v e  m o v e d ;  t i t l e  c o m p a n i e s  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  to s e a r c h  p u b l i c  f i l e s  for the l a s t  k n o w n  a d d r e s s  of 
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  b e f o r e  f o r e c l o s i n g ;  t o w i n g  c o m p a n i e s  n e e d  to 
n o t i f y  o w n e r s / l i e n h o l d e r s  b e f o r e  a u c t i o n i n g  i m p o u n d e d  v e h i c l e s ;  
l a r g e r  c o m p a n i e s  w a n t  to m a k e  s u r e  the c a r  le f t  o v e r n i g h t  in t h e i r  
p a r k i n g  lot d o e s n ' t  b e l o n g  to the b o s s  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a v e  it t o wed; 
c o m m u n i t y  p a t r o l s  s e n d  l e t t e r s  to o w n e r s  o f  v e h i c l e s  that s t o p  at 
s u s p e c t e d  d r u g  houses; c o m p a n i e s / g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  u s e  it t o  
l o c a t e  p e o p l e  that h a v e  b o u n c e d  c h e c k s  or h a v e  n o t  p a i d  b i l l s .  
T h e s e  a r e  s o m e  o f  the e x c e p t i o n s  th a t  D M V  w i l l  h a v e  to a l l o w  for. 
D M V  d o e s  not h a v e  the sta f f  or the i n c l i n a t i o n  to h e l p  p e o p l e .  
T h e  t e n  d o l l a r  fee to re g i s t e r  a car in p e r s o n  w a s  d e s i g n e d  to k e e p  
p e o p l e  out o f  the i r  o f fice.
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H O U S E  B I L L  526 S H O U L D  B E  R E J E C T E D  F O R  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  R E A S O N S :

1. IT W I L L  N O T  D I S C O U R A G E  C R I M I N A L  A C T I V I T Y

T h i s  bi l l  w o u l d  m a k e  it h a r d e r  for a t t o r n e y s ,  p r o c e s s  s e r v e r s ,  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  b a n k s ,  t i t l e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  to 
p e r f o r m  their jobs. C r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  r e q u i r e s  p r i v a c y .  T h e  w a y  
to d i s c o u r a g e  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  is to i n c r e a s e  the p r o b a b i l i t y  
of t h e m  b e i n g  c a u g h t .

A  c r i m i n a l  at t h e  D M V  c o u n t e r  w i l l  not be i n s t a n t l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  
w h e n  he is d e n i e d  the a d d r e s s .  He can e i t h e r  c h o o s e  a n o t h e r  
v i c t i m ,  or if he is s t a l k i n g  a n  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  l o c a t e  the v i c t i m  
t h r o u g h  a d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d  (friends, r e l a t i v e s ,  job sit e ,  p h o n e  
d i r e c t o r y ) .

2. P R I V A C Y  W I L L  H I N D E R  V I C T I M S
T h i s  b i l l  c o u l d  p r e v e n t  s t a l k i n g  v i c t i m s  f r o m  f i n d i n g  out 
in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r  w h o  is f o l l o w i n g  them.

3. C O S T S  W I L L  I N C R E A S E  T O  D M V  A N D  T H E  P U B L I C
if a c r i m i n a l  c o m e s  in w i t h  a p l a t e  n u m b e r  of s o m e o n e  h e  w a n t s  to 
v i c t i m i z e ,  he m a y  l i e  to the c l e r k  as to w h y  he n e e d s  the i n f o r­
m a t i o n  (some c r i m i n a l s  a r e  u n t r u t h f u l ) .  S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  
v a l i d  r e a s o n s  for n e e d i n g  the i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h o w  w o u l d  the r e q u e s t s  
be s c r e e n e d ?  L i e - D e t e c t o r s ?  S t a c k  of b i b l e s ?

D M V  w i l l  ne e d  m o r e  c l e r k s  to s c r e e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t s .

T h e  c i v i l  p r o c e s s  w i l l  b e c o m e  s l o w e r  a n d  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e .

4. T H E R E  IS A N  A L T E R N A T I V E
W h e n  a s u b s c r i b e r  p e r f o r m s  a l o o k u p  by p l a t e  n u m b e r  in o u r  
s y s t e m ,  the t r a n s a c t i o n  is l o g g e d  a n d  the s u b s c r i b e r  is 
w a r n e d  that the l o g  f i l e  w i l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to a n y  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  th a t  r e q u e s t s  it.

It is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that D M V  m a k e s  no r e c o r d  of p l a t e  n u m b e r s  
that a r e  r e q u e s t e d .  C h e c k i n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  
p l a t e  i n q u i r i e s  w o u l d  d i s c o u r a g e  c r i m i n a l s .  D M V  c o u l d  be d o i n g  
this now.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  time. P l e a s e  c a l l  m e  w i t h  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .

R o b e r t  L. M o t z n i k

TOTPL P . 04



A la s k a D S A  H & U D
F ed era l C r e d it  U n io n  '

March 8,1996

The Honorable Jeannette James 
Alaska State Home of Representatives 
State Affairs Committee 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

D ear Chair James;

We arc writing with concerns regarding HQ 110 which restricts access to certain records of tiic 
Department of Motor Vchlolcs.

Ao you know, most financial institutions use DMV records as a source of information to verily 
automobile ownership, to locate lienholders, and to expedite the financing and titling of automobiles for 
consumers. Without being substantially more specific, we believe that HB 110 will have three adverse 
effects. First, it will increase the cost of automobile financing, whioh is ultimately passed on to the 
consumer in the form of higher interest rates; second, it will make automobile financing considerably 
more inconvenient for the consumer since access to immediate information could be delayed; and, 
thirdly, it could inundate the already strained resources of the Department of Motor Vehicles with 
individual requests for information.

Wc recognize that access may still be provided for "legitimate interest;” however, such a phrase leaves 
too much to interpretation and regulatory prerogative. Responsibly owning and operating a motor 
vchlolc is a privilege, not a right. The use or misuse of a vehicle has substantial impact on a variety of 
"legitimate interests,” including property owners, pedestrians, lienholders, sellers and purchasers. It 
seems appropriate that each of these interests should bo able to rely on the personal accountability of the 
owner/operator. At a minimum, this accountability should include the ability to contact the responsible 
individual. It is difficult to imagine a regulation which could anticipate all the "legitimate” uses for this 
information, or a system which could be efficiently implemented to evaluate such "legitimacy.”

We appreciate tho sponsors’ interest in protecting individuals’ privacy; however, the accountability 
associated with automobile ownership carries a greater public policy interest. Until sufficient 
clarification is incorporated into tho text of the proposed statute, wc believe it is premature for tho 
Committee to advance tho proposal.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Consumer Lending
P.O. Box 19GG13 « Anchorage; Alaska 99519-6013 * Administrative Offices: 907-277-5577 

Member Service Center In Anchorage: 563-4567 Long Distance Toll Froe: 1-800-525-9024 * TDD/Hearing Impaired; 1-800-742-7084




