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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 46 ENDORSING FALLS CREEK HYDROPOWER PROJECT

Endorsing development of the Falls Creek hydropower project.
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The location of a hydroelectric site at Fall Creek and its potential 
for development have been known for quite some time. I was aware 
of the proposal two years ago and the efforts of Gustavus Electric 
Company to bring it to a status of active consideration.

The site is located approximately one-half mile within the Glacier 
Bay National Park at the boundary adjacent to state land and ti.c 
community of Gustavus. While the impact of this project on the 
integrity of the park would appear to be minuscule, any possibility 
of consideration is totally at the discretion of the park service.

Recent changes in Washington, G.u have signalled an adjustment of 
attitude by federal land managers toward projects that may be 
mutually beneficial to federal interests as well as state and local 
desires. It is because of this change that Gustavus Electric Company 
and the community of Gustavus have recently been encouraged 
actively pursue a cooperative agreement with the park service.

It is therefore important that the state is on record supporting 
consideration of the project. And now is most timely for this 
resolution.
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CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 46(RES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MACKIE

A RESOLUTION

1 Endorsing development of the Fall Creek hydroelectric project near Gustavus.

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 WHEREAS electricity used in Glacier Bay National Park and Gustavus is provided

4 by diesel generation; and

5 WHEREAS power consumption in this area is projected to increase; and

6 WHEREAS a small hydroelectiic project at Fall Creek could satisfy the needs of

7 Glacier Bay National Park and tlie community of Gustavus well into the 21st century; and

8 WHEREAS hydroelectric generation at Fall Creek would result in fuel savings,

9 reduced operating and maintenance costs, and provide the necessary improvements and

10 upgrades to the existing power system to meet demand, and thereby reduce power costs to

11 consumers; and

12 WHEREAS the Fall Creek hydroelectric project is intended to be f.nanced solely by

13 private capital; and

14 WHEREAS issues related to Glacier Bay National Park ore frequently contentious, but

15 the community of Gustavus and the National Park Service agree that the Fall Creek

16 hydroelectric project could be environmentally sound a’ld economically advantageous; and

17 WHEREAS the community of Gustavus recently reaffirmed support of the Fall Creek
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hydroelectric project in a unanimous vote; and

WHEREAS, because the site of the proposed hydroelectric project is within the 

boundaries of Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, an Act of Congress will be needed to 

change designation of the land status;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature endorses private development 

of the Fall Creek hydroelectric project and encourages the Congress to enact appropriate 

measures to redesignate the land status; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges the National Park 

Service and other federal agencies to cooperate with the project developer and state agencies 

for expeditious permitting for the Fall Creek hydroelectric project.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of 

the U.S. Department of the Interior; Roger G. Kennedy, Director, National Park Service, U.S. 

Department of the Interior; Robert Barbee, Alaska Regional Direc^r, National Park Service, 

U.S. Department of the Interior; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 

Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of 

the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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G usta vu s ^  \ f

Com m unity Pos, offlce Brat 62
A s s o c i a t i o n  Gustavus, Alaska 99826

DICK LEVITT 
P.O.BOX 
GUSTAVUS AK 
99826

4-24-95

DEAR MR. LEVITT

THE GUSTAVUS COMMUNITY ASSOC. HAD AN ADVISORY VOTE FROM 
THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP. THE VOTE APPROVING THE PROPOSED 
HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECT IS AS FOLLOWS; 29 IN FAVOR, 0 AGAINST.



P a u l  B e r r y  
PO Bo x 1 4 3 
G u s t a v u s

T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 0 t h ,  1 9 9 5

D i c k  L e v i t t  
G u s t a v u s

H e l l o  D i c k :

I  a p p r e c i a t e d  y o u  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  GCA m e e t i n g  
L u i i i g h t  a n d  I w a n t e d  t o  e x p r e s s  my s u p p o r t  - f o r  t h e  F a l l s  
c r e e k  H y d r o  p r o j e c t .  I ’ m an e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t  / 
p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t  b y  n a t u r e  b u t  I ' m  a l s o  a u s e r  o f  
e l e c t r i  c i  t y .

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n v o l v e  a n d  i n f o r m  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s  a s  w e l l  a s  y o u  a p p e a r a n t  r e s p e c t  
f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  v i e w s  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  l a n d  s w a p s .  I ’ m l e f t  
w i t h  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  y o u ’ v e  t h o u g h t  t h i n g s  t h r o u g h  a n d  
h a v e  a s k e d  s om e q u e s t i o n s .

C h a n g i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  NPS W i l d e r n e s s  l a n d s  o r  t h e  D u d e 
C r e e k  C r a n e  R e f u g e  i s  a l o a d e d  i s s u e .  I ’ d r a t h e r  s e e  t h e  
F a l l  C r e e k  W i l d e r n e s s  a c r e s  s w a p e d  w i t h  o t h e r  n o n - w i l d e r n e s s  
NPS a c r e s .  A l s o  a s  R i t a  W i l s o n  m e n t i o n e d  t h e r e  a r e  l a n d s  
w i t h i n  t h e  D u d e C r e e k  R e f u g e  t h a t  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  f o r  
G u s t a v u s ’ s  f u t u r e  L a n d f i l l  /  S e p t a g e  f a c i l i t y ,  a n d  
t r a n s f e r i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e  NPS w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  e l i m i n a t e  t h a t .

o r
I  d o n n a ,  a s  I ’ m s u r e  y o u ’ v e  r e a l i z e d  

w i l l  h a v e  a l i f e  o f  i t ’ s  own e s p e c i a l l y
t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  
i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f

o u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l i g a t i o n .

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  k e e p i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n f o r m e d .

/



TR1 Bed & Breakfast 
P.O. Box 214 
Gustavus, Ak 99826 
(907) 697-2425

April 25, 1995

Senator Fred Zharoff 
Capitol, Room 121 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Zharoff:

We are writing this letter in support o f the Gustavus Electric Company's proposed 
hydroelectric project at Falls Creek, Gustavus, Alaska. We believe this project will be of 
benefit to the citizens o f Gustavus and the citizens of AJaska.

We request support from the Alaskan State Legislature for this project and convey 
this support to our congressional delegation in Washington, D.C.

Thank you for your support.

Rhio Imboden Harper
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BEAR TRACK MERCANTILE 
BOX 259 

GUSTAVUS, AK. 99826 
907-697-2358

Senator F. Zharoff 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Ak. 99811 
April 25, 1995

Subject: Hydro Electric power 

Dear Sen. Zharoff;

I have been asked by Dick Levitt of the Gustavus Electric Company to supply a short note to your 
office concerning the Hydro. Project that Dick has been working on for years. I would like to add 
our names to the list o f supporters for this project. The majority of existing commerce within 
Gustavus has been developed since the inception of the Gustavus Electric Company. Hydro, 
power is a clean, and for most of the year, a dependable source of electricity. The continued 
growth of Gustavus will benefit from this type of power generation.

We ask that you help garner support for this proposal during this legislative session. Thank you 
for your time and consideration.

Sincerely;

Bruce Tedtsen — John Nixon

(H I !!! Sandy)
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04-28-1995 10:59AM FROM GLhCIEP BAY COUNTPY IMM 1907J833O43 P.02Gim&i Bwj
C O U N T R Y  I N N

Al & Annie (Jnrein 
Innkeepers

A p r i l  2 5 , 1995

The H o n o ra b le  S e n a to r  F re d  z h a r o f f 
A la s k a  S t 3 t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d in g  
J u n e a u , AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Zharoff:

I t  i s  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p ro c e s s 
c h a t  w o u ld  a l l o w  G u s ta v u s  E l e c t r i c  t o  d e v e lo p  F a l l s  C re e k  f o r  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  
p o w e r .

We a re  i n  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  d e v e lo p m e n t.  D ic k  L e a v i t t  t h r o u g h  G u sca vus 
E l e c t r i c  h a s  p r o v id e d  e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v ic e  t o  th e  G u s ta v u s  a re a  s in c e  1985 and  has 
s p e n t  a h u g e  a m o u n t o f  m oney a nd  e f f o r t  d o in g  s o . As t h e  c o m m u n ity  h a s  g ro w n , 
t h e  dem ands o n  th e  p r e s e n t  p o w e r s y s te m  h a v e  in c r e a s e d  t r e m e n d o u s ly .  T a p p in g  th e  
r e s o u r c e s  a t  F a l l s  C re e k  f o r  h y d ro  p o w e r w o u ld  ta k e  a l o t  o f  p r e s s u r e  o f f  a 
s y s te m  t h a t  i s  b e in g  u s e d  a t  (a n d  b e y o n d ) c a p a c i t y .  N o t  o n l y  w o u ld  th e  use  o f 
h y d ro  p o w e r  b e  m o re  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  le s s  e x p e n s iv e ,  b u t  i t  w o u ld  be  b e t t e r  f o r  o u r 
e n v ir o n m e n t .

We u rg e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  a l l o w  G u s ta v u s  E l e c t r i c ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t a t 
F a l l s  C re e k . P le a s e  c o n t a c t  us i f  we c a n  b e  o f  h e lp .

sam m hit out of the way... a a mote lot mu of the ordinary

but Opto Hot tl"“ Sur'*—'**"
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