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Date Referred: January 16, 1995

Date of Committee Action: 2/

The RESOURCES Committee considered:

HOUSE BELL NO. 58

FURTHER REFERRALS:

HB 58

CHICKALOON FLATS CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

"An Act establishing the Chickaloon Rats Cridcal Habitat Area.”
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

HB 58
“An Act establishing the Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat Area’

Chickaloon Flats is on the northeast side of the Kenai Peninsula, on the Tumagain
Arm facing the Anchorage Coastal Refuge and Potter Flats. The area has a |ocal
nesting population of ducks and geese. The most important use of this area is as a
feeding and resting area for mlgra_th ducks, geese and shore birds. Up to 25,000
birds a day use the mudflats and tidal marsh. For example, the area is often used
when Portage Pass is closed due to bad weather, The waterfowl that normally
transit the pass have to have a place to rest and feed. Chickaloon Flats is the
principal place they use on Tumagain Arm.

Alaska has the most comprehensive waterfowl refu?e and critical habitat system
of any state in the nation. There is Mendenhall Stafe Game Refuge, 17,000 acres.
Anchorage Coastal Refuge, 14,000 acres, Trading Bay State Game Refuge,
186,000 acres, Redoubt 0068/ Critical Habitat Area, 201,000 acres, Goose Ba6
State Game Refu%e, 14,000 acres, Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge, 38,000
acres, Susitna Flats State Game Refuge, 301,000 acres and Fox River Flats
Critical Habitat Area. The Chickaloon Flats area, with approximately 22,000
acres, will be an important addition to this system.

The purpose of this bill is to assure adequate habitat for waterfowl rather than
create a stumbling block for future development of resources. There are
currently no valid oil and gas leases in the proposed critical habitat area that
would be disrupted by the formation of a critical habitat area. Additionally,
there is nothing in this bill that would preclude the future exploration of this

area.
| urge your positive support of this proposed legislation.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 58(RES)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUE RESOLRCES COWMITTEE

Joi:cd
| SorsorS). REPRESENTATIVES BUNCE, Roketery, Ty

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act establishing the Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat Area.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 16.20.630. CHICKALOON FLATS CRITICAL HABITAT AREA, (a)
The following described area is established as the Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat
Area:

The land and water encompassed by a boundary beginning at the point

on the shore of Chickaloon Bay at longitude W149 degrees, 53 minutes;

thence westerly along the mean high water line of Chickaloon Bay to

longitude W150 degrees, 18 minutes; thence easterly to the point of the

beginning.

(b) The department shall permit entry within the Chickaloon Flats Critical
Habitat Area for the exploration and development of oil and gas resources when it is
compatible with the purposes for which the critical habitat area is established.

(c) The department shall permit public uses of the Chickaloon Flats Critical

-1- CSHB 58(RES)
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Habitat Area ir a manner that is compatible with the purposes for which the critical
habitat area is established. The department shall allow the following public uses to
continue unless the department determines that the use is not compatible with the
purposes for which the Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat .Area is established:

(1) hunting, including subsistence hunting, trapping, and subsistence,
commercial, and sport fishing;

(2) hiking, backpacking, and camping, including the use of campfires;

(3) cross-country skiing, snowmachining, boating, and the landing of
aircraft; and

(4) other related uses that are temporary' in duration and have no

foreseeable adverse effects on vegetation, drainage, soil stability, or fish and game and

their habitat.

CSHB 58(RES) -2-
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REPRESENTATIVE CON BUNDE A laska g>tate le gislature DURING SESSION:

CO-CHAIR HEALTH, EDUCATION STATE CAPITOL
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CAIOn RO 1
Ay ow OFFICE (307) 465-4823
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MIELMQ RANPUM

DATE:  January 20, 1995

TO: Representative Bill Williams
Representative Joe Green _
Co-Chairmen House Resources Committee

FROM:  Representative Con Bunde _ _ _
Co-Chair House Health Education & Social Services Committee

RE: I:IA\B 58 “An Act establishing the Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat
rea.” .

This memo is a request for a House Resources Committee hearing for HB 58
which establishes Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat Area.

Chickaloon Flats is on the northeast side of the Kenai Peninsula, on the Tumagain
Arm facing the Anchorage Costal Refuge and Potter Flats. The area has a local
nesting population of ducks and geese. However, the most important use of this
area Is as a feeding and resting area for migrating ducks, geese and shore birds.
For example, the area is often used when Portage Pass Is not passable in had
weather, The waterfow! that normally transit the pass have to have a place to rest
and feed. Chickaloon Flats is the principal place they use on Tumagain Arm.

Alaska has the most comprehensive waterfowl refuge and critical habitat system
of any state in the nation. If this legislation is enacted, Chickaloon Rats will be
an important addition to this system.

Thank you for your cooperation with this proposed legislation.



PROPOSED CHICKALOON FLATS
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

LOCATION: The proposed Chickaloon Flats C ritical Habitat Area is
located on the south side of Turnagain Arm at the head of Cook
Inlet and is bisected by the Chickaloon River.

AREA DESCRIPTION: The proposed Chickaloon Flats C ritical Habitat
Area encompasses a large expanse of state-owned tidelands lying
w ithin the Kenai Peninsula Borough. Adjacent uplands are managed
by the Kenai National W ildlife Refuge.

FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES: Chickaloon Flats is one of a handful
of key waterfowl and shorebird habitats in Cook Inlet which provide
vital staging habitat for arctic nesting birds on their way to and

from nesting grounds in the north. The mudflats and tidal marsh at
the mouth of the Chickaloon River, created by the dramatic tidal
action of Turnagain Arm, are critical waterfowl and shorebird
feeding and resting habitat during spring and fa Il migration. In
the fa ll, waterfow!l waiting out bad weather replenish energy
reserves on Chickaloon Flats before flying south through Turnagain
Pass. Up to 25,000 birds a day use the mudflats and tidal marsh
for resting and feeding during fall migration, including up to
5,000 lesser Canada geese at a time. Fall migrants include:
tundra and trumpeter swans; lesser Canada geese; white-fronted
geese; sandhill cranes; m allards; pintails; green-winged te al;
shovelers; gadwalls; and American wigeon. Additional waterfowl
species found during ice free months include: red-breasted
mergansers, canvasbacks, common merganser, greater scaup, -and
common goldeneye. Snow geese and swans are most numerous on the

flats during spring migration.

Northern phalaropes, glaucous-winged gulls, mew gulls, Bonaparte's
gulls, arctic terns, common snipe, yellowlegs, dowitchers,
semipalmated plovers, sandpipers, whimbrels, and godwits also feed
on the productive estuarine tide flats.

PUBLIC USE AND ACCESS: Chickaloon Flats has long been recognized as

an important waterfowl hunting area in Cook Inlet. Fall waterfowl
hunters access Chickaloon Flats by floatplane, landing on river
channels and larger ponds or arrive by boat from the nearby
community of Hope. Four-wheel drive vehicles are also wused to
access the area along unmaintained pipeline access roads through
the Kenai National W ildlife Refuge. Mallards, pintails, wigeon,

and green-winged teal are most frequently harvested.
REFERENCES:

Quimby, Roland L. 1972 W aterbird Habitat and Use of Chickaloon
Flats, pp 86.

U.S. Fish and W ildlife Service. 1985 Kenai National W ildlife
Refuge Final Comprehensive Conservation Plan, pp 195.
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Figure 1. Area Map
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§ 16.20.615

Editor'* note*. — Section 2, ch. 31,
SLA 1988 provides that tho commissioner
ol fish and Rame shall allow public use of
the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Araa
compatible with AS 16.20.610(a) until a
management plan has been adopted under
AS 16.20.610(c).

Alaska Statuteb

§ 16.20.615

Legislative history report*. — For
legislative letter orintent on ch 31, SLA
1988, see tho Senate letter of intent on
CSSB 362 (Res), 1988 Senate .loumal
2691-2692.
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Revinor’s note*. — Enacted iib AS
16.20.610. Renumbered in 1988.
Cro*i reference*. — For statement of

legislative purpose, see 4 1, ch. 116, SLA
1988 in the Temporary and Special Acts,
Editor's note*. — Section 3. ch. 116.

SLA 1988 provides: "Alter completion of
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bce. 2 of this Act, the commissioners of
natural resourcea and fiBh and game may
recommend nn adjustment in the bound-
arica of the critical habitat area to the lcg-

iBlature.”

188

$ 16.20.620

(O o 0 it Rae
Rtp

Fish and Game

§ 16.20.625
DT RPN
2 Vi, S M

3 Vi, S Mo

2 \\est, Savard Merician

Rt 3 Vs, Soverd Msicen

Rortg 2 Vs, Sovard Micen

()

—160530) tre oy

]

Cro*s references. — For statement of
legislative purpose, seo 4 1, ch. 28, SLA
1989 in the Temporary and Special Acta.
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16.20.620(b), enacted by 4 2 of this Act,
managoment decisions for the Willow
Mountain Critical Habitat Area must re-
fleet tho intent of the Willow Mountain
Subunit of the Hatcher Pas* Management
Plan adopted in October, 1986.”
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