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HOUSE RESOURCES STANDING COMMITTEE 
March 14 , 1996 

1:12 p .m .

HB 539 - NAME CHANGE FOR SOU, AND WATER HOARD 
Number 2022
CHERYL SUTTON, L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t ,  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B i l l  W i l l i a m s ,  
in t ro d u c e d  HB 539 by re a d in g  the  sp on so r s ta tem en t in t o  the r e c o rd :
"House B i l l  539 was in t ro d u c e d  by re q u e s t  o f  the S o i l  and Water 
C on se rv a t io n  B oa rd . I t  s im p ly  changes th e  name o f  th e  3 o a rd  t o  the 
N a tu ra l  R esou rce s  C on s e rv a t io n  and Development B oa rd . Th i3  re qu e s t  
has been made f o r  th e  f o l l o w in g  r e a s o n s :

MS. Surl'ON f u r t h e r  s t a t e d ,  "The d e c la r a t i o n  o f  p o l i c y  f o r  th e  boa rd  
i s  t o  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  deve lopment, use ana c on se rv a t ion , o f  the 
fa rm , f o r e s t  and g r a z in g  la nd  o f  th e  s t a t e .  The p re s e n t  name does 
n o t r e f l e c t  a d e q u a te ly  th a t  th e  board has a re s o u rc e  deve lopment as 
w e l l  as a c o n s e r v a t i o n  m is s io n . f
"MS. SUTTON con t in u ed , "Th is  name change i s  in  agreement w ith  cha t 
o f  th e  m a jo r  f e d e r a l  p la y e r  i n  th e  p a r t n e r s h ip  - -  th e  N a tu ra l  
R esou rce s  C on s e rv a t io n  S e r v ic e .  Th is  o r g a n i z a t i o n  changed i t s  name 
from  th e  S o i l  C o n s e rv a t io n  S e rv ic e  in  th e  Department o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e .

MS. SUTTON p roceeded , "The boa rd , as w e l l  as the  l o c a l  S o i l  and 
Water d i s t r i c t s ,  has a c lo s e  t i e  w ith  the  NRCS A la sk a  Resou rce 
C o n s e rv a t io n  and Deve lopment o f f i c e s  in  a s s i s t i n g  r u r a l  r e g io n s  o f  
che s t a t e  xn add ing  v a lu e  t o  t h e i r  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s .

MS. SUTTON con c lu d ed , "The name change w i l l  n o t a f f e c t  any o f  the 
s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the b oa rd . I t  has a z e r o  f i s c a l  
n o t e . "
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Number 2070

JEFF HARTMAN, E xe cu t iv e  D i r e c t o r ,  A la s k a  S o i l  and Water 
C on se rv a t io n  B oa rd , Department o f  N a tu ra l  R esou rces , s t a t e d  th a t  
th e  t h i r d  m is s io n  o f  th e  board  i s  t o  a d v is e  the comm issioner and 
make recommendations f o r  a s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  n ec e ssa ry  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  
and o r d e r l y  deve lopment o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t s  and g r a z in g  la n d .

MR. HARTMAN e x p la in e d  the b o a rd ' s  p re s e n t  name does n o t  r e f l e c t  
/ K  th a t , ,  and '(the boa rd  f e e l s  Y t f ia t  the name change t o  th e  N a tu ra l  

Resou rces C on se rv a t io n  and Development Board i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  The 
I name change w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  th e  fu n c t io n  and th e re  i s  no c o s t .

Number 2137

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIES i n f e r r e d  th a t  th e  t i t l e  appea rs t o  change; the 
scope o f  work o f  th e  b oa rd .

Number 2161

MR. HARTMAN responded th a t  the "N a tu ra l R esou rces" p a r t  o f  th e  name 
dce3 r e f l e c t  th e  N a tu ra l  Resou rces C on se rv a t io n  S e rv ic e  (NRCS), the 
b o a rd ' s  f e d e r a l  p a r t n e r ,  in  th e  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .

MR. HARTMAN e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  main i s s u e  i s  the "deve lopment" 
aspec t and th e  re s o u rc e s  in c lu d e  f o r e s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e .  Two 
members o f  th e  p re s e n t  board  a re  in v o lv e d  w ith  game ran ch in g  and a 
h e a l t h  fa rm  i n  the  K ena i , and one member ig  th e  p a s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  
th e  R e in d e e r  H e rde rs  A s s o c ia t io n .  The boa rd  i s  in v o lv e d  in  many 
re s o u rc e s  o t h e r  than  land  and w a te r , and the  "N a tu ra l R esou rces"i *<f ir e f l e c t s  th a t  we work f o r  the Department o f  N a tu ra l  R esou rce s  and 
ou r  m a jo r  f e d e r a l  p a r t n e r ,  th e  N a tu ra l R esou rces C on se rv a t io n  
S e r v i c e .

h o u s e  r e s  c o m m i t t e r  -2- 03/14/96



MR. HARTMAN s a id  th e  b oa rd  i s  n o t t r y i n g t o assume any d u t i e s  o fI I-' s'th e  O i l  fc Gas C on se rv a t io n  Commission. -Our emphasis i s  on r u r a l  
deve lopment and "v a lu e  added" development o f  the p rog ram , and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the re s o u rc e  c o n se rv a t io n  development w i th in  the 
NRCS.

Number 2274

REPRESENTATIVE PETE KOTT wondered who deve loped  the language in  the 
boa rd s  and commissions manual as t o  the b o a rd 's  fu n c t i o n .

MR. HARTMAN was not a b le  t o  answer th a t  q u e s t io n . He d id  say  th a t  
th e  A la sk a  S o i l  and Water C on se rv a t io n  program w i l l  have i t s  50 th  
a n n iv e r s a r y  n ex t y e a r .  He s a id  t h i s  b i l l  does no t change the 
A la sk a  S o i l  and Water p rog ram , n o r  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  bu t th e  one a spec t 
o f  the p rogram , the f i v e  member a d v is o ry  board  to  th e  com m iss ione r , 
we a re  s e e k in g  t o  change, .is th e  name change.

REPRESENTATIVE KOTT suggested  lo o k in g  a t the language in  the 
fu n c t i o n  because th e  c u r r e n t  boa rd  name would se rv e  the fu n c t i o n ,  
a t  l e a s t ,  i n  the boa rds  and commissions handbook, and might be more 
a p p r o p r i a t e  than  a new name.

MR. HARTMAN s a id  th a t  i f  th e  name change i s  approved , he w i l l  d r a f t  
a new m is s io n  s ta tem ent f o r  the b oa rd s  and commissions handbook.

Number 2328

MS. SUTTON e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  purpose f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b oa rd  i s  
o u t l i n e d  in  s t a t u t e .  She s a id  the language i s  f a i r l y  c l e a r  and 
doe3 seem to  f i t  w ith  t h e i r  pu rpose in  s t a t u t e .

Number 2345

REPRESENTATIVE DAVIES s a id  th a t  th e  purpose in  s t a t u t e  f o r  the 
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p re s e n t  A la s k a  S o i l  and Water C on se rv a t io n  Board  f i t s  unde r the 
p roposed  new t i t l e ,  bu t t h a t  i s  because the p roposed  t i t l e  i s  so 
b ro a d . He asked Mr. Hartman i f  he c on s id e re d  someth ing l i k e  the 
" A g r i c u l t u r a l  and S i l v i c u l t u r a l  C on se rv a t io n  and Development 
B o a r d . "

MR. HARTNUvN r e p l i e d  th a t  t h a t  was n o t s p e c i f i c a l l y  ad d re s sed  by the 
b oa rd  when th e y  a r r i v e d  a t  the p re s e n t  name.

MR. HARTMAN ap p r is e d  th e  committee o f  the b o a rd ' s  i n t e r e s t  in  
d e v e lo p in g  t o u r i s t  r e l a t e d  p rodu c ts  from  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  He 
s a id  he was lo o k in g  a t  a b i r c h  wood box in  A n iak , which i s  no t 
a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  but i t  i s  u t i l i z i n g  a n a t u r a l  r e s o u rc e  with, th e  h e lp  
o f  th e  N a tu ra l  R esou rces C on se rv a t io n  and Deve lopment Boa rd  t o  
d ev e lo p  a m a rke t . He s a id  th e  boa rd  i s  a l s o  w ork ing  w ith  o th e r s  
and t r y i n g  t o  b roaden th e  scope i n t o  l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u rc e s  in  
th e  s o i l  and w a te r d i s t r i c t .  He t a lk e d  about a p r o j e c t  i n  the 
W i l low  a re a  o f  making p re s s b o a rd  ou t o f  wood c h ip s .  He s a id  th a t  
i s  n o t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  but i t  i s  u s in g  b yp roduc ts  from  a lum ber m i l l  
and making a m a rk e tab le  p ro d u c t .  Another p r o j e c t  i n  F a i rb a n k s  i s  
a dog "waste" compost p r o j e c t  making compost and f e r t i l i z e r  from  a 
dog team w as te  (end tape )

TAPE 96-32 , SIDE B

Number 000

REPRESENTATIVE K01T moved t h a t  IIB 539 move from  th e  House R esou rces  
Committee w ith  i n d i v i d u a l  recommendations and a t ta c h e d  z e r o  f i s c a l  
n o te .

Number 015

REPRESENTA 1IVE DAVIES o b je c t e d .
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Number 033

CO-CHAIRMAN WILLIAMS s a id  he would h o ld  th e  b i l l  f o r  a quorum and 
re sch ed u led  IIB 539 f o r  Monday, March 1 8 th .
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HOUSE RESOURCES STANDING COMMITTEE 
March 1 8 ,  1996  

8 : 1 3  a .m .

HB 539 - NAME CHANGE FOR SOIL AND WATER BOARD 
Number 101
JEFF HARTMAN, E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r ,  A la s k a  S o i l  and W a te r  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  B o a rd ,  D epa rtm en t o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u rc e s ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e  b o a rd  f e l t  t h a t  th e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  what t h e  b o a rd  d i d  was n o t  
c l e a r  w i t h  th e  p r e s e n t  name o f  " S o i l  and W a te r  C o n s e r v a t i o n . "
MR. HARTMAN p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  s t a t e  s t a t u t e  d e f i n e s  t h e  b o a r d ' s  
f u n c t i o n  a s  d e v e lo pm en t u se  and c o n s e r v a t i o n .  The b o a rd  f e l t  th e  
name change w ou ld  more a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  what th e  b o a rd  v iew s  as 
t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  wh ich  i s  n o t  o n l y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  b u t ,  a l s o ,  th e  
d e v e lo pm en t  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a .
Number 200
REPRESENTATIVE JOHN DAVIES u n d e r s t o o d  th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  word 
" d e v e lo p m e n t , "  b u t  d id  have a p ro b lem  w i th  th e  f u r t h e r  name change 
t o  " N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s . "  He s a i d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  
name change i s  n o t  a d d re s s e d  and b ro a d e n in g  th e  t i t l e  t o  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u rc e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and D eve lopm en t B oa rd  t a k e s  i n  many o t h e r  
p o s s i b l e  a r e a s .  W ith  " s o i l  and w a te r "  in  th e  name, we knew what 
t h e  b o a rd  was suppo sed  t o  be d o in g .  " N a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s "  c o v e r s  th e  
w h o le  w a t e r f r o n t  and , p o s s i b l y ,  i n c lu d e s  o i l  and g as  o r  f i s h e r i e s .
REPRESENTATIVE DAVIES s u g g e s te d  ch ang ing  "N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s "  t o  
" A g r i c u l t u r a l  and F o r e s t r y  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and D eve lopm en t B o a r d . "
Number 289
MR. HARTMAN s a i d  th e  b o a rd  i s  an a d v i s o r y  b o a rd  t o  th e  D epa r tm en t 
o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;  th e  d ep a r tm en t  d oes  n o t  c o v e r  f i s h  and game. 
The b o a rd  r e p r e s e n t s  la n d  ow ne rs and much o f  th e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  more 
th a n  j u s t  s o i l  and w a t e r  such  a s  f o r e s t r y  and d e v e lo p in g  t o u r i s m  
r e l a t e d  p r o d u c t s  u s in g  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  I n  A n ia k ,  one p o t e n t i a l  
d e v e lo pm en t  p r o d u c t  i s  w i ld  b e r r i e s .  I t  i s  a l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  
b u t  u n d e r u t i l i z e d ,  r e s o u r c e .
MR. HARTMAN b r i e f e d  th e  c om m itte e  ab ou t  an o n g o in g  p r o j e c t  in  
F a i r b a n k s  o f  c o n v e r t i n g  dog w as te  i n t o  a u s a b le  f e r t i l i z e r ,  and a 
p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t  o f  c o n v e r t i n g  g rou nd  w a te r  i n t o  a u s a b le  r e s o u r c e  
f o r  t h e  g re e n  house  i n d u s t r y .
MR. HARTMAN s a i d  " N a t u r a l  R e s o u rc e s "  was chosen  b ec au se  t h e  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u rc e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  U. S . D epa rtm en t o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  
changed  i t s  name f rom  th e  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e ;  and b ecau se
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th e  b o a rd  i s  a p r i n c i p a l  a d v i s o r  t o  th e  c om m is s io n e r  o f  th e  
D epa r tm en t o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u rc e s ,  we f e l t  t h a t  " N a t u r a l  R e s o u rc e s  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  and D eve lopm en t B o a rd "  was i n  k e e p in g  w i th  t h a t .
Number 450
MR. HARTMAN a g re e d  t h a t  th e  b o a r d ' s  p r i n c i p l e  b a se  i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
b u t  th e  b ase  i s  b r o a d e r  and th e  b o a rd  wants t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  change 
o f  em phas is  b ecau se  th e  w ho le  r e s o u r c e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d ev e lo pm en t 
p rog ram  i n  th e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u rc e s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
new t o  A la s k a  and i t  b r i n g s  a l o t  o f  c a p a b i l i t y .
Number 495
CO-CHAIRMAN GREEN n o te d  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S c o t t  Ogan 
and I r e n e  N i c h o l i a .
Numbei- 518
REPRESENTATIVE ALAN AUSTERMAN moved t h a t  HB 53 9 move f r om  th e  House 
R e s o u rc e s  Comm ittee w ith  i n d i v i d u a l  re com m enda t ion s  and a t t a c h e d  
z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e .  H e a r in g  no o b j e c t i o n ,  HB 539 p a s s e d  o u t  o f  th e  
House R e s o u rc e s  Com m ittee .
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Committees: A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e During Session: 
State Cap ito l 

Juneau, A K  99801 -1182  
(9 0 7 ) 465 -3424  

Fax (9 0 7 ) 465-3793
State Fcdctal Re la tions 

Transportation

House Resources 
Co-Chairm an
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352  F ron t Street 

Ketch ikan , A K  99901 
(9 0 7 ) 247-4672  

Fax (9 0 7 ) 225-8546Representative William K. Williams

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

House Bill 539

An Act changing the name of the Alaska Soil and W ater Conservation
Board.

House B ill 539 was introduced by request o f the Soil and Water Conservation Board. It
simply changes the name o f the Board to the Natural Resources Conservation and
Development Board. This request has been made for the following reasons:

• The declaration o f  policy for the board is to provide for the development, use and 
conservation o f  the farm, forest and grazing land o f the state. The present name 
does not reflect adequately that the board has a resource development as well as a 
conservation mission.

• This name change is in agreement with that o f the major federal player in the 
partnership -- the Natural Resources Conservation Service. This organization changed 
its name from the Soil Conservation Service in the Department o f Agriculture.

• The board, as well as the local Soil and Water districts, has a close tie with the NRCS 
Alaska Resource Conservation and Development offices in assisting rural regions o f the 
state in adding value to their available resources.

The name change will not affect any o f  the statutory responsibilities o f the board.
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