


1996 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Revision D a t e : __________ Original______________________________ Dept Affected Natural Resources_________________

Title: An act relating to the indexing of documents BRU: Management and Adm inistration

recorded in the state recorder's offices; and providing for an... Component: Information Resource Management

Sponsor Representative Brice___________________________  ___________________________________

R equestor (H) STA_______________________________________ C om ponen t Seria l No. ___________ 427

F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB438

Expenditures/Revenues______________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING'EXPENDITURES FY97 " ' FY98 FY99 FYuO' ' FY01 FY02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

‘ 7 lTT

20.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0

TO TAL OPERATING 90.0 10.0 ' 1 0 0 10.0 10.0 10.0

|C APITAL E X P E N D I T U R E S |  0.0 | 0.0| 0 .0 | 0 .0 | 0 .0 | 0.0|

|CHANGE IN-REVENUES ( ) 0.0) 0.0| 0.0) • c :o i 0.0 | 0.0

FUND S O U R C E _______________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program  Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
Other

9o.O 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0

TOTAL 90.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 '10.0 10.0

E stim ate  o f  any c u rre n t year (FY96) c o s t: $ none 

POSITIONS
“ ULl-TIME 1 0 ' ■ : 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY ...............  0 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attacn a separate page if neces»5iyi

HB438 amends AS40.17.040(a) requiring the department to maintain an index system that is designed for the 
public to find documents by location. Although the Recorder's Office has been maintaining a courtesy location 
index since 1972, the current system is not designed to effectively find documents by geographic location. In 
order to meet the requirements of this legislation, the department would develop a public interface to query 
recorded information by location. The department would convert the existing courtesy location index information 
into new file structures that support research by a common location key, namely, meridian, township, range and 
section. This fiscal note covers one full-time analyst/programmer for one year to design and implement the 
location index with a common geographic key, and covers the Department of Administration chargeback cost foi 
mainframe usage.

AS40.17.040(a) also directs the department to adopt regulations prescribing the manner in which recorded 
documents shall be indexed. As a result of this legislation, a regulation would need to be adopted clarifying what 
is meant in.... y  continued on page 2continu
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11 A A C 0 6 .0 4 0 (a )(6 ), w he re  it requires d o cu m e n ts  a ffecting real p roperty  to have a legal descrip tion  co m p le te  enough 

to geograph ica lly  loca te  and identify the  parce l.

The  d ep a rtm e n t re c o m m e n d s  all d o cu m e n ts  a ffecting real property, except w hen  not required by sta tu te , to specify 
the geograph ic  location o f the affected  parce l by m erid ian, tow nship, range  and section. T h is  w ill th e n  be used as the 
co m m o n  key fo r the  location index m a n d a te d  in this legislation.

For the purposes o f th is fiscal note, it is a ssum e d  tha t only the digital in fo rm ation  in the  existing sys te m  w ill be 
converted  to the  n ew  file structure . D o cu m e n ts  with location in form ation  tha t w as  never loaded  into the  R ecorder's 
O ffice  System , o r tha t w a s  incom ple te , is no t addressed in this fiscal note , and w ill not be access ib le  th ro u gh  the 
geograph ic  location index.

A ll transactions a ffecting  real property a re  tied in so m e  m anner to  a g eo graph ic  location. T h e  p ub lic  n ow  spends 
h undreds o f hours  research ing  the R e co rd e r’s O ffice  records fo r this in fo rm ation  th rough  an in c o m p le te  and 
inaccura te  courtesy location  index or by g ran to r/g ran tee  if they happen to know  the  nam es o f the parties  involved in 
the  transaction. A ll d eve lo pm e n t o f A la ska 's  resource  depend on know ing the ow nership  and  e n c u m b ra n c e s  on the 
land. Th is in fo rm ation  is inextricably linked to the recorded docum ents . By m andating  a loca tion  in d e x  w hile  the state 
is in its relative in fancy, A laska  can build  a record ing system  th a ttru e ly  m eets  the  needs o f  Its c itizens  in the  21s t 
century.

FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS for HB438 (continued)
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F I S C A L  N O T E

1996 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Revision Date:  21-M ar-96______________________________Dept Affected Natural Resources______________

Title: An act relating to the indexing of documents BRU: Management and Administration

recorded in the state recorder's offices; and providing fo r ...________ Component: Rei order's Qffice/UCC__________

Sponsor: Representative(s) Brice, Kelly, James__________ ______________________________________________

Requestor: House_Resources______________________________C om ponent Serial No. ___________802

Expenditures/Revenues  (Thousands of Dollars)_____________________

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB438

GPER£miG"EXPENDITURES " F Y 9 / rm FY99 '  TYOO ' FY01 ' f-Y02
P tR s O N A L ’STTEVrCES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0

(CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 0.0| O.QT Q.0| 0.0 | 0.0| 0.0|

rOTANGE IN REVENUES ( ) " 7 0.0| 0.0 0.0| 0.0| 0.0| 0.0

FUND SOURCE  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
Other

0.0 o:o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0TT 0.0 0.0 0"0

Estim ate o f any cu rren t year (FY96) c o s t: $  0.0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 “ U 0 0 0 — 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (A tta c h  a  s e p a ra te  p a g e  i f n e c e s s a ry )
H B 438 s im p ly  adds three w ord s  to A .S . 40 .1 7 .0 4 0 (a ) to require that the record ing  system  provide a location index in 
addition to the  presently  m a nd a te d  g ran tor/gran tee  index. T he  recording system  has in the  past tried to maintain a 
location index as a courtesy for the  public , but it has been replete with in form ationa l g ap s  and om issions o f data.
Since its im p le m en ta tio n  in 19 72 , approx., as a courtesy index, m ore than a third o f all research  activity by the public is 
connected  w ith location resea rch . T he  viability and usefu lness o f such an index in the future  d ep e n ds on its 
c o m p le te n ess , w hich in turn  can o n ly  be assured if it is a m andatory, ra ther than  d iscretionary, function . The ability of 
the c o m p o n e n t to consisten tly  co m p le te  a location index, if m andated , is d irectly  linked to fluctuating incoming 
w ork load , w hich  is beyond its ability to contro l. Beginning in 1994, as the high re finance activity tapered  off, and 
record ing vo lu m e s  declined , the record ing  system  undertook efforts to m a ke  the courtesy index m ore  com plete by 
indexing all lega l descrip tions provided on recorded docum ents. W ith the level o f record ing  vo lum e  existing at that 
tim e, and w ith tho current record ing  vo lu m e , the recording system  s taff can and do m ainta in  the location index in
addition to all o f the ir required ...con tinued  on follow ing p§ge... x __________________________________________________
Prepared by: Sharon Young, State R e c o r d e r y ^ ^ ^ ^ ,  /ir)  F h o ne : 269-8882_____________
Division: Support Services / / ^  /  D a te .' 21-Mar-96_____________
Approved by C om m issioner . /  ( / ' .» ^  " T T

/a & l /V  Date: 21-Mar-96____________
Agency: Natural Resources / /  / /  O'
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS (Continued)

functions. As recording volume growth occurs, staff must spend more time on required functions and may not be 
able to keep the discretionary index current without, additional personal services funding. For purposes of this 
fiscal note, it is assumed that the recording volumes will remain at or near FY95 and FY96 levels, in which case 
no additional staffing would be required to maintain the location index. If the workload increases the Recorder's 
Office will approach LB&A for additional staffing and program receipt authorization. Further, this fiscal note 
assumes that the location indexing would be prospective only. Costs for researching and adding location 
information to the historic database to fill the thousands of informational gaps were not taken into account as 
HB438 appears to only address a new and not retroactive requirement. Passage of this bill would have no 
adverse impact on the state's economy, on local governments, or on any user group. However, continuing to 
maintain the location index as a discretionary courtesy index could impact vaiious user groups who rely on 
location indexing to be accurate and complete. Legislatively requiring a location index in addition to the current 
grantor/grantee index will ensure that all index information will be available in a consistent and complete format for 
the tens of thousands of Alaskans who use this information each year.



F I S C A L  N O T E

1996 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N
Revision Date:___ ________________________________________________ Dept Affected Natural Resources______________

Title: "An act relating to the indexing of documents BRU: Management and Administration

in the state recorder's office"______________________________________ Component: Recorder's Office/UCC__________

Sponsor Rep. Brice_____________________________________ _______________________________________________
R equestor ________________________________________________ C o m p o ne n t Serial No. ___________ 802

Expenditures/Revenues_______________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB438

OPERATING EXPENDITURES" FY97 FY90 FY99 ' F ‘ ” Y0’1 ■ FY02
P E ffS C R A ra R T T C E S
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 7/ .  3 81.3 85.4 89.7 94.2

TOTAL OPERATING " 0.0 77.5 81.3 85.4 89.7 94.2

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 0701 — croi (TOT 0 0 1 0.0| 0 0 |

ios .oM G ? 'm r e v e n u e ?  ( ^ * 5  ) i 0 0| 77 51 81 .3 f rtr-.A! 89.71 94 ?l

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 G F/Program  Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
Other

0.0 / , 6 STJ 85.4 89.7 942

TO TAL ~ 0 T 7 7775" 81.3 85.4 89.7 94.2

E stim a te  o f any cu rren t year (FY96) c o s t: $  0.0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 1 ■ 2 -  -  2 7 - ?
PART-TIME 0 "1 0 U r i
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

A N ALYSIS : • (A t ta c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  if n e c e s s a r y )
H B 438  s im p ly  adds three w orks  to A .S . 4 0 .1 7 .0 4 0 (a )  to  require  tha t the  record ing system  provide  a location index in 
addition to the  presently  m a nd a te d  g ran to r/g ra n te e  index. T h e  record ing  system  has in the  p ast tried to m ainta in  a 
loca tion  index as a courtesy fo r the  pub lic , but it has been reple te  w ith  in fo rm ationa l g ap s  and  om issions o f data .
S ince its im p le m en ta tio n  in 1972 , app rox ., as a courtesy  index, m o re  than  a third o f all re sea rch  activity by the pub lic  is 
co n n e c te d  w ith location resea rch . T he  viability and usefu lness o f such  an index in the fu tu re  d ep e n ds on its 
c o m p le te n e ss , w hich in turn  can o n ly  be assured  if it is a m andato ry , ra th e r than d iscre tionary, function. The ability o f 
the c o m p o n e n t to consisten tly  co m p le te  a loca tion  index, if m anda ted , is d irectly linked to fluctua ting  incom ing 
w ork lo ad , w h ich  is beyond its ability to  con tro l. Beginn ing  in 1984, as the high refinance activity tapered off, and 
record ing  v o lu m e s  dec lined , the  re cord ing  system  u nd ertook  efforts to m a ke  the courtesy index m ore  com ple te  by 
indexing all lega l descrip tions provided on re corded  d ocu m e nts . W ith  the  level o f record ing  v o lu m e  existing at tha t 
tim e, and  w ith the cu rren t record ing  v o lu m e , the record ing  system  s ta ff can and do m a in ta in  the location index in
addition to all o f the ir required_______________________________ ^ _______/ ________________________________________________
Prepared by: Sharon Young, State R e c o r d e r ^ ^ ^ ^ * ' ? ^ ^ ' *  ' P hone: 269-8882
Division: "Support Services /  D ate : 26^Jan-96______________
Approved by Com m issioner
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functions. A . recording volume growth occurs, staff must spend more time on required functions and may not be 
able to keep the discretionary index cument without additional personal services funding. For purposes of this fiscal 
note, it is assumed that the FY97 recording volumes will remain at or near FY95 and FY96 levels, in which case no 
additional staffing would be required to maintain the location index. Assuming a five percent annual recording 
volume increase thereafter, additional personal services staffing would be proportionately required in fiscal years 
FY98 through FY02. The anticipated expenditures for FY98 through FY02 are estimates only, and recording 
volumes above or below the five percent assumptions would correspondingly affect staffing requirements. The 
component is fully funded by program receipts, and the assumed rate of recording volume growth would generate 
the increased program receipts necessary to fund the increased personal services required in future years. Passage 
of this bill would have no adverse impact on the state's economy, on local governments, or on any user group. 
However, continuing to maintain the location index as a discretionary courtesy index could impact various user 
groups who rely on location indexing to be accurate and complete. Legislatively requiring a location index in 
addition to th4 current grantor/grantee index will ensure that all index information will be available in a consistent 
and complete format for the tens of thousands of Alaskans who use this information each year.

FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS (Continued)

IHB438 XLS Rev 1/29/961 Pegs 2 o l 2



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
T H E  A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

House of Representatives
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s
Chair of House State Affairs Committee
Capitol Building (907) 465-3743 ph
Juneau, AK 99801-2197 (907) 465-2381 fax

M E M O
March 12, 1996

To:  H o u s e  Clerk
F rom : H o u s e  S t a t e  A ffa irs  C o m m it te e ,  Rep
J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s  Chair
Re:  HB 4 3 8  R e c o r d in g  d o c u m e n t s

T h e  H o u s e  S ta t e  A ffa irs  C o m m i t t e e  Inc luded  th e  
f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t  in t h e  m o t io n  to  m o v e  th e  bill. 
“W e q u e s t i o n  t h e  v a l id i ty  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e s  from  
D N R ”

P L E A S E  L E A V E  IN  C O M M I T T E E  F I L E .



T h e  law, AS 40.17.040 p resently requires that only g r a ntor and 
g r a n t e e  indices be maintained. When the state abandoned the 
m a i n t e n a n c e  of .recorded instruments by type in the 1970's, t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  do research by location was severely impaired. A s  a 
c o n s e q u e n c e  the Division of Mining and Water M a n a g e m e n t  b e g a n  
k e e p i n g  m i n i n g  location notiaes and affidavits of l a bor by l o cation 
t h r o u g h  a manually posted Kardex system.

T h e  D i vision of Mining and Water Management n o w  insists th a t  
t h e  approx i m a t e  $30,000 annual cost of m a i n t a i n i n g  the K a r d e x  
s y s t e m  for mining records is too high and seeks to abandon t h e  
K a r d e x  records- The mining oommunity has relied on those r e c o r d s  
to in s u r e  that locations, prospecting sites and other m i n i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  on lands can b« researched without error.

A g r o u p  of concerned miners and others in Fairb a n k s  w h o  rely 
on the integrity of the Kardex system believe t h a t  the statute 
n eeds t o  be  changed eo that the contract the State R ec o r d e r  has for 
e l e c t r o n i c  recording of data can be amended to include a sort by 
location. * This will make the same information a v a i lable in the 
f u t u r e  statewide that the state presently p r e s e r v e s  m a n u a l l y  in 
Fairbanks.

T h e  state is moving rapidly to complete its geo g r a p h i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n  system (Gia) for its lands records. Most, if n o t  all, 
N a t i v e  r e gional and village corporations have a d o pted a GIS lands 
m a n a g e m e n t  records system. Several of the boroughs have a d o p t e d  a 
GIS for their assessment and lands records. D e v e l o p m e n t  of 
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  based information through the State R e c o r d e r ' s  
O f f i a e  wi l l  enhance the state's ability to complete its Gis lands 
m a n a g e m e n t  system, will allow the state's records to me s h  wi t h  
Na t i v e  corporation and borough lands, and will p r e s e r v e  the abil i t y  
of the mi n i n g  community and other interested p a r t i e s  to r e s e a r c h  
t i t l e  and aativity on lands by location.

T h e  grantor and grantee indices for raining records is n o t  
sufficient. In order to maintain state and federal claims, 
location notices must be filed and annual affidavits filed. T h i s  
m a k e s  m i n i n g  records mu c h  more difficult to research than t h e  
o r d i n a r y  property transactions. Inclusion of the r e q u i r e m e n t  for 
m a i n t e n a n c e  of a location index will preserve the ty p e  of n e c e s s a r y  
h i s t o r i c a l  information"relating to  mining claims and will not add 
a p p r e c i a b l y  to the oost of the recording system.

EXPLANAT ION OF NEED FOR LOCATION INDEX IN  RECORDER'S SYSTEM



119 N. Cushman, Ste. 205 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

907-456-7423 / Fax: 451-9293
While in JuneauALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE Jun

907-465-3466

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e

M E M O R A N D U M
T o : R e p re sen ta t iv e  Joe G reen  — C o -C h a ir

R e p re sen ta t iv e  B i l l W i ll ia m s -- C o -C h a ir
/

H o u s e  R e so u rc e s  C om m itte e
f ,

F ro m : R ep re se n ta t iv e  T om  B rrceA
V

Date : M a rch  1 5 ,1 9 9 6
/

R e : H B  438 : A n  A ct re la t in g  to  the in d e x in g  o f  d o cum en ts  re c o rd e d  in  the
state re c o rd e r's  o ffic e s ; a n d  p ro v id in g  fo r  an  e ffe c t iv e  da te .

I  w o u ld  app rec ia te  y o u r  sch edu lin g  H B  4 3 8  to be h e a rd  b e fo re  the R e sou rce s  
C om m itte e  at y o u r  e a r lie s t  c on ven ience

H B  438 , m an d a te s  a g e og ra p h ic  lo c a t io n  in d e x in g  m e th o d  w ith in  the  the S tate 
R e c o rd e r 's  O ffic e . The re su lt  w i l l be  the c on t in u a t io n  o f  a n  e ffe c t iv e  
c a ta lo g u in g  sy s tem  o f  la n d s  in  the sta te , a n d  fu tu re  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  c ro ss  
re fe ren c in g  th a t in fo rm a t io n  w ith  the re s o u rc e s , le a se s , a n d  c la im s  
in fo rm a t io n  in  o th e r d a ta  bases.

The  R e c o rd e r's  o ffic e  n ow  p ro v id e s  the in d e x in g  se rv ic e  as a c ou rte sy . A  
g e o g ra p h y  ba sed  in fo rm a t io n  sys tem  w o u ld  tie g ra n to r  a n d  g ra n te e  in d ices , 
b o th  re q u ire d  b y  s ta tu te , to  a m ap . T h is  w i l l  e n su re  c o n t in u in g  c ross 
re fe re n c in g  b e tw een  n am e  in d exes , a n d  d e v e lo p in g  fu tu re  re s o u rc e  in d exe s  
an d  sa te llite  an d  a e r ia l g e oph y s ica l m ap p in g  da ta  bases. T h is  c a p a b ility  is 
im p o rta n t  e n ou g h  tha t it s h o u ld  be c on t in u ed  as an  in te g ra l a sp ec t o f  the 
sta te 's re c o rd in g  system .

U n d e r  the c u rre n t w o rk  lo a d , the R e c o rd e r 's  O ffic e  d o e s  n o t  an tic ip a te  a 
s ig n ific an t fisc a l im pac t. L a n d  is an  im p o rta n t  asset in  o u r  s ta te , a n d  
p ro v id in g  the da ta  fo r  an  e v e n tu a lly  u p -to -d a te , in te g ra te d  sy s tem  fo r  
re c o rd in g  a n d  re t r ie v in g  re sou rc e , ow n e rs h ip , an d  lo c a t io n  d a ta  is in  
e v e ry o n e 's  best in te res t.

T h an k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  c on s id e ra t io n .

District 30



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i c e

119 N. Cushman, Ste. 205 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

907-456-7423 / Fax: 451-9293
While in Juneau

A LA SKA  STA T E  L E G IS L A T U R E
9 0 7 -4 6 5 -3 4 6 6

R e p re se n ta tiv e  T o m  Brice 
H B 438 S p o n so r S ta te m e n t

HB 438, m a n d a te s  a g e o g ra p h ic  lo c a tio n  in d e x in g  m e th o d  w ith in  th e  
th e  S ta te  R e c o rd e r 's  O ffice. T he  re su lt  w ill be  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  o f a n  effec tive  
c a ta lo g u in g  sy s te m  o f la n d s  in  th e  s ta te , a n d  fu tu re  p o ssib ilitie s  o f  cross 
re fe ren c in g  th a t  in fo rm a tio n  w ith  th e  re so u rces , leases, a n d  c la im s 
in fo rm a tio n  in  o th e r  d a ta  b ases. T he R e c o rd e r 's  office n o w  p ro v id e s  th e  
lo ca tio n  in d e x in g  serv ice  as a co u rte sy .

A  g e o g ra p h y  b a se d  in fo rm a tio n  sy stem  w o u ld  tie  g ra n to r  a n d  g ra n te e  
ind ices, b o th  re q u ire d  b y  s ta tu te , to  a m ap . T he o n ly  s ing le  so u rce  o f all 
d o c u m e n ts  re g a rd in g  a p ro p e r ty  is fo u n d  in  a m a n u a l ca rd ex  sy stem  
m a in ta in e d  in  F a irb an k s  T he n a m e  in d e x es  a n d  the  d e v e lo p in g  re so u rc e  
in d ex es  are  c o m p u te r iz e d . It s h o u ld  be n o te d  th a t n o  in d e x in g  sy s tem  
rep laces  the  d o c u m e n ts  i t  tracks; i t  m e re ly  locates th em . T h is cap a b ility  is 
im p o r ta n t e n o u g h  th a t it sh o u ld  be c o n tin u e d  as a n  in te g ra l a sp e c t o f  th e  
s ta te 's  re c o rd in g  system .

T he n e e d  a n d  d e m a n d  for a g e o g ra p h y  b ased  in d e x  ex ists  n o w . P ub lic  
d e m a n d  fo r th is  in fo rm a tio n  is e q u a l to  o r  g re a te r  th a n  th a t  o f  th e  o th e r  tw o  
ind ices . T he th re e  in d ices , g ra n to r , g ra n te e , a n d  loca tion , a re  c o eq u a l in  th e ir  
im p o rta n c e  a n d  u se fu ln ess . T he in fo rm a tio n  th a t can  be  d e r iv e d  f ro m  su c h  a 
th ree  p ro n g e d  in d e x in g  sy stem  w ill p ro v e  u sefu l o n  a n  o n g o in g  b a s is  as la n d  
is c lassified , se lec ted , tra n s fe rre d , a n d  d e v e lo p e d  in  A laska . U n d e r  th e  c u r re n t 
w o rk  lo ad , th e  R eco rd e r 's  O ffice d o e s  n o t a n tic ip a te  a s ig n if ican t fiscal im p ac t, 
in  th a t th e  e x p en ses  a re  o ffse t b y  p ro g ra m  rece ip ts . T he m e m b ers  o f  th e  
m in in g  in d u s try  h a v e  s ta te d  its  w illin g n e ss  to  s u p p o r t  th e  lo c a tio n  in d e x  
th ro u g h  a rea so n ab le  fee s tru c tu re  fo r re c o rd e d  d o cu m en ts .

L an d  is a n  im p o r ta n t a sse t in  o u r  s ta te , a n d  p ro v id in g  th e  d a ta  fo r an  
e v e n tu a lly  u p -to -d a te , in te g ra te d  sy stem  fo r re c o rd in g  a n d  re tr ie v in g  
reso u rce , o w n e rsh ip , a n d  lo ca tio n  d a ta  is in  the  S ta te  o f A la sk a 's  b e s t in te re s t.

□
District 30------------------
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FAX TRANSMTTTAL

TOt
ORG.:
CITY:

Tom Brice
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK

DATE; 3/7/96

NO.: 4 6 5 - 2 2 9 4
ME5SAGE

This fax Is sent In support of House Bifl 4 3 8  ’’An Act relating to the Indexing of 
documents recorded in the state recorder's offices; and providing for an effective date." A 
records Indexing system Is very Important In performing land status research for mining 
project purposes.

I note that tho current Kardex system employed by the DOM In Fairbanks has not been 
kept current. This system should be upgraded until the Indexing system Is In place and working 
effectively.

FROM: R. A. (Hughes

2173 UffiVERSrTY AVE. S., #101 
FAIRBANKS, AK 99709

TOTAL P .01
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Alaska Land Status, Inc.
V

February 1,1996

Representative Tom Brice 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Fax: 465-2294

Via Telefax

Re: HB 43S A HB 439

Dear Representative Brice:

I am Co-Chairman of the State Oversight Committee of the Alaska Miner's Association. Our 
committee met today and discussed HB 438 and HB 439 which you sponsor. We support both 
bills as currently drafted.

Thank you for your support of the mining industry. If you have any questions regarding our 
discuwioa of these bills please call me or Steve Borell, our Executive Director.

Sincerely,

David S. Manzcr

cc: Steve Borell 
Rich Hughes 
Bob Stiles
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March 7, 1996

Rep. Jeannette James 
Chair
House State Affairs Committee 
Room 102, Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: House Bin 438

Dear Jeannette:

House Bill 438, now pending in the House State Affairs Committee would 
require the State Recorder to maintain a location Index in addition to grantor and 
grantee indices for property records. This bill Is very important for miners because it 
would create an electronic index of vital information concerning mining claims that 
has been maintained manually by the Division of Mining and Water Management of 
the jJepartmcnt of Natural Resources. Historic records relating to mining daims is 
always important, but they are even more important now because of the success of 
the airborne geophysical mapping program conducted by DGGS.

The 1996 FY budget failed to fund the manually maintained program and, 
regrettably, made no alternative method of sustaining this information base. Over 
the summer and fall of 1995, a group of about 30 miners, representatives of the 
Division of Lands, DMWM and other interested persons met to develop a program 
that would tic into the state's land status mapping program as well as maintain ready 
access to the information relating to mining claims that the mining industry requires. 
The first step in developing a modem records and data acquisition program that 
Alaska needs is to require maintenance of a location index through the Recorders' 
Offices.
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This program would, in effect, pay for itself, I understand that the State 
Recorder has submitted a fiscal note that indicates that if the volume of recording 
remains the same, no additional costs will be incurred. If recordations increase, 
additional staff will be required. The additional staff would be required in any event 
and, since the Recorders' Offices not only pay for themselves, but return to the 
general fund about half of their receipts, there would be no increase in the defldt by 
adding this service.

One additional benefit would accrue to Alaskans. The manually maintained 
record of mining daims is available only in Fairbanks. If the State Recorder is 
required to establish a location index, essential property information will be available 
electronically readily throughout the state and to anyone else who can reach the data 
base maintained for the State Recorder by the Motznick system.

I urge that the bill be heard and that you support it vigorously. It is a good bill 
that will mean long-term benefits to the people of Alaska.

Of Counsel

Farl II. Bcistline 
Sieve Borell 
Paul Richards


