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Sponsor Statement HB 357 
Amendments to Title 16

H B  3 5 7  s im p lifie s tk e  en fo rcem en t o f residency requ irem en ts fo r 

k u n tin g , trapp ing , and noncomm erc ia l fis k in g licenses. T k is  leg is la tion 

w ill reduce tke num ke r o f nonresidents wko use loopko les in  cu rre n t state 

residency laws to  k u n t, trap , and fis k A la ska ’s resources. A f te r m ee ting 

and w o rk in g d ilig e n tly w itk  tk e depa rtm en t o f law, depa rtm en t o f fis k & 
game, depa rtm en t o f puk lic safety, and leg isla tive legal tk is  k i i  was 

dra fted to  accommodate a ll tke pa rtic ipan ts concerns addressed du rin g 

tkose discussions.

T ke d e fin it io n  o f residency was separated in to  suksections fo r c la r if ic a tio n 

purposes. In  tkese suksections, you w ill no te tk e d iffe re n t ckanges tk a t 

were made to ke tte r de dine tke rules o f residency fo r T it le  16 purposes.

A lso , passage o f H B  3 5 7  cou ld increase revenue annua lly ky tkousands o f 

dollars in  re la tio n s k ip to cu rre n t s ta tis tics o f nonres iden ts in  te rm s o f 

licenses, game tags, and k u n tin g  fees fo r guides.
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Sectional Analysis HB 357 
Amendments to Title 16

S ec tio n  1 . Tkis ckange kas been proposed to c larify tke in tent o f tke law to allow 
a kuman being, n o t a proprietor tbat may be a part o f a partnership, association, 
jo in t stock company, trust, o r corporation registered in  tbe state o f A laska, to 
qualify fo r resident status in obtaining a kunting, trapping, o r  fisbing license.

S e c tio n  2- T liis new section establishes tbe basic rules fo r establishing residency 
under tbe b ill (Sec. 1 6 .0 5 .4 1 5  (a) (1 ) - (3 )). A lso , this section addresses tbat once 
a person establishes residency, tbe person maintains residency un til tbe person 
demonstrates tbat their in tent is no longer to consider tbe state o f A laska as their 
borne state.

S e c tio n  3 . This section has been amended to accomplish several purposes.
O vera ll, it has been separated into subsections fo r clarification purposes. A lso , tbe 
rules fo r  declaring residency have been clarified.

In  tbe Sec. l6 .0 5 .9 4 0 (2 6 ) (A ) ,  tbe phrase a permanent place of abode has been 
deleted and tbe replaced with tbe phrase a person’s domicile. Tbe two m ain reasons 
fo r  this change tbat are being proposed to accomplish two items. Tbe firs t being, 
tbe requirement to m aintain a permanent place of abode is unduly restrictive and 
unnecessary to prevent nonresidents from  obtaining resident privileges in  tbe state. 
I f  a person is forced to move from  one location to another around the slate due to 
their work com m itm ent they may not satisfy tbe residency requirement because they 
have no t maintained a permanent place of a bode. Tbe second reason fo r ibis change 
is because tbe term abode is not defined in statute. Tbe lack o f strict legal 
defin ition creates enforcement problems. B lacks Law D ictionary slates: “As



“ dom icile” and “ residence” are usually in  tke same place, tkey are frequently used as 
i f  tkey kad tke same meaning, ku t tkey are n o t identical terms, fo r  a person may 
kave two places o f residence, as in  tke city and country, ku t on ly  one domicile. 
Residence means living in  a particu lar locakty, ku t dom icile means living in  tkat 
loca k ty  w itk in tent to m ake it a fixed permanent k om e ../  ' W e kekeve tkat replacing 
tke current pkrase a permanent place of abode to domicile w ill make it m ore clear tkat 
tke legislature intended on ly  tkose wko are domiciled in tke state are entitled to 
residency kcensing privileges.

In  tke Sec. 1 6 .0 5 .9 4 0  (2 6 ) (B ) , tke present requirement tkat a person maintain a 
voting residence in  tke state is also proklematic. T kougk  an A laska voting address 
is easy to estakksk and provides an easy enforcement too l, it is n o t clear tkat tke 
state can compel a person to register to vote as a condition o f oktaining a resident 
kunting license. A lso  tkis requirement is no t appropriate fo r persons under tke 
voting age. Persons over 1 6  years o f age are required to oktain kunting , trapping, 
and sport fisking kcenses ku t tkey do no t kave a voting address un til tkey are old 
enougk to vote. O ne o tke r area tkat tkis amendment clarifies is tka t a natural 
person may not qualify as a resident ky virtue o f an interest in a partnerskip, 
association, jo in t stock company, trust, o r corporation .

In  Sec. 1 6 .0 5 .9 4 0 (2 6 ) (C )  and in  Sec. 1 6 .0 5 .9 4 0 (2 6 ) (D )  tke kranck o f United 
States Coast Guard kas keen added kecause tke federal defin ition o f  m ilita ry does 
not include tke Un ited  States Coas t Guard . B y  adding tke U n ited  States Coast 
Guard clarifies tke in ten t o f  tke law to kave provisions fo r  tkis kranck tkat are 
consistent witk m ik ta ry personnel and tkeir dependents. A lso , tke amendment 
provides consistency ketween tke language in ko tk  paragrapks in  reference to tke 
requirement o f a resident m em ker o f tke m iktary service o r tke Un ited  States Coast 
Guard and tke ir dependents kave kved in  tke state fo r  tke preceding 1 2  consecutive 
m ontks.

In  Sec. 1 6 .0 5 .9 4 0 (2 6 ) (E )  tke amendments provided are to make tke language 
consistent w itk tke proposed suksections l6 .0 5 .9 4 0 (2 6 ) (C )  and l6 .0 5 .9 4 0 (2 6 ) (D ) .
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