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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 296( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE VEZEY

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to the authority of the State of Alaska over fish and game."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.03 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44.03.350. M ANAGEMENT OF FISH AND GAME, (a) Fish and game 

resources within the boundaries of the State of Alaska are subject to the exclusive 

management jurisdiction o f the state as exercised through the Department o f  Fish and 

Game, the Board o f Fisheries, and the Board of Game under the laws o f the state.

(b) Except as expressly provided under state law, a person, government 

agency, or municipality may not exercise authority over the m anagem ent o f fish or 

game in the state.

(c) If the federal governm ent is ever found to have authority to manage a 

species o f fish or game within the boundaries of the state, the state, as the sole legal 

entity under state law that is authorized to exercise authority over managem ent o f fish 

and game, is the only legal entity to which the federal government may transfer, 

delegate, surrender, or abandon its authority over management o f that species o f  fish
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or game.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a state agency or employee 

may not enforce or cooperate in the enforcement of a federal law that preempts or 

supersedes state management of fish and game, unless the federal law has been applied 

equally to all states or is the result of an international agreement. This subsection does 

not preclude the enactment, adoption, or enforcement of a state law that is substantially 

sim ilar to a federal law that preempts or supersedes state management of fish and 

game.

(e) The attorney general shall enforce this section to the fullest possible extent 

allowed under law.
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A la sk a Statutes

following purposes or a combination thereof: A residence fo r the Gover­
nor, a State museum, or park and recreational use.

(d) Block 19, and the structures and improvements thereon, and the 
interests o f the United States in blocks C and 7, and the structures and 
improvements thereon, in the city o f Juneau, are hereby granted to the 
State o f A laska.

(e) A ll rea l and personal property o f the United States situated in 
the Territory o f A laska which is specifically used for the sole purpose 
o f conservation and protection o f the fisheries and w ild life o f A laska, 
under the provisions o f the A laska game law o f Ju ly  1, 1943 (57 Stat. 
301; 48 U .S.C., secs. 192-211), as amended, and under the provisions o f 
the A laska commercial fisheries laws o f June 26 ,1906  (34 Stat. 478; 48 
U.S.C., secs. 230-239 and 241-242), and June 6, 1924 (43 Stat. 465; 48 
U.S.C., secs. 221-228), as supplemented and amended, sha ll be trans­
ferred and conveyed to the State o f A laska by the appropriate Federal 
agency: Provided, That the adm inistration and management o f the fish 
and w ildlife resources o f A laska sha ll be retained by the Federal Gov­
ernment under existing laws un til the first day o f the firs t calendar 
year following the expiration o f ninety calendar days a fte r the Secre­
ta ry  o f the In terio r certifies to the Congress that the A laska State 
Legislature has made adequate provision for the adm inistration, 
management, and conservation o f said resources in the broad national 
interest: Provided, That such transfer sha ll not include lands with­
drawn or otherwise set apart as refuges or reservations fo r the pro­
tection o f w ild life nor facilities utilized in connection therewith, or in 
connection with general research activities re lating to fisheries or 
w ildlife. Sums o f money that are availab le for apportionment or which 
the Secretary o f the In terio r sha ll have apportioned, as o f the date the 
State o f A laska sha ll be deemed to be admitted into the Union, for 
w ildlife restoration in the Territo ry o f A laska, pursuant to section (8) 
(a) o f the Act o f September 2 ,1 9 37 , as amended (16 U .S .C ., sec. 669g -l), 
and for fish restoration and management in the Territo ry  o f A laska, 
pursuant to section 12 o f the Act o f August 9, 1950 (16 U .S.C ., sec. 
777k), shall continue to be availab le for the period, and under the terms 
and conditions in effect at the time, the apportionments £0 * 6  made. 
Commencing with the year during which A laska is admitted into the 
Union, the Secretary o f the Treasury, at the close o f each fiscal year, 
sha ll pay to the State of A laska 70 per centum o f the net proceeds, as 
determined by the Secretary o f the In terior, derived during such fiscal 
year from a ll sales o f sealskins or sea-otter skins made in accordance 
with the provisions o f the Fu r Seal Act o f 1966. In arriv ing  at the net 
proceeds, there sha ll be deducted from  the receipts from a ll sales a ll 
costs to the United States in carrying out the provisions o f the Fu r Seal 
Act o f 1966, including, but not lim ited to, the costs o f handling and 
dressing the skins, the costs o f making the sales, and a ll expenses 
incurred in the administration o f the P rib ilo f Islands, and the



Alaska State Legislature
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

State Capitol 
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House Majority Leader

SPO N SO R ST A  TE M E N T

HB-296, “An Act relating to the authority o f  the State o f  Alaska over fish and game”, 
would codify the primacy o f  the State o f Alaska over the federal government on matters 
concerning the management o f  fish r/'d  game resources. It is a State’s right enjoyed by 49 
other states.

The pow er to manage fish and game was given to the State o f Alaska as a condition o f  our 
becoming a state and as a condition o f  entry into the union. This power cannot be 
abridged or altered, except by mutual agreement o f  the people o f  the State o f  Alaska and 
the federal government.

This bill will give the State o f Alaska a tool with which it can enforce the right o f  the state 
to manage it’s fish and game resources. The bill also provides that state funds cannot be 
used to implement o r enforce federal fish and game regulations.

This bill will send a message to the Congress and people o f the United States that the 
State o f  Alaska or an agency created by the state, will be the only one permitted to 
manage fish and game within the borders o f the state o f  Alaska.
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House Majority Leader

Alaska State Legislature
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State Capitol

M E M O R A N D U M

April 5, 1995

T O : R ep. Bill W illiam s, C o-C hairm an , H ouse R esources C om m ittee

FR O M : R ep. Al Vezey

SU B JE C T  R equest fo r hearing , HB-296.

Please schedule HB-296 for hearing in your committee at your earliest convenience.


