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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

Com m ittee Substitu te H ouse  Bill 265 
An A ct relating to the export o f  live dungeness crab.

Com m ittee Substitute fo r H ouse B ill 265 is an econom ic developm ent bill. I introduced 

this bill in response to constituents w ho are struggling to  develop a  live  crab m arket in 

British Colum bia. C urrently , i f  you have established an out-of-state live dungeness 

m arket, you are required  by law  to ship  your p roduct through the air. A ir transportation o f  

live crab  is tricky and in m any cases co st prohibitive. A s we all know , there are frequent 

w eather and o ther delay  p roblem s associated w ith  flying in  A laska. T hese problem s don 't 

particularly lend them selves to crab surviving the journey  to the m arketplace. D espite  these 

obstacles, a ir transportation is  the only w ay to g e t live crab to m arkets w hich are m any 

m iles aw ay.

I have constituents w ho are trying to m ake inroads into the British C olum bia live 

dungeness m ark e t R equiring them  to a ir freight their catch to e ither P rince R upert o r 

Seattle has a crippling effect on their ability to capture  a place i r  the grow ing B.C . m arket.

C om m ittee Substitute for H ouse Bill 265 w ould rem ove the "air transportation only" 

restriction when shipping live dungeness crab  o u t o f  state. The bill goes further by 

answ ering concerns about m arine toxins, particu larly  PSP, by not allc w ing "surface 

transportation" to occur in areas w here tire D epartm ent o f  Environm ental Conservation is 

requiring the testing o f  crab  fo r m arine toxins.

T his requirem ent w ill address concerns fo r areas outside o f  Southeast A laska. F o r 

instance, the K odiak fishery tests "hot" nearly  all the tim e requiring crab  to be sectioned 

and the viscera rem oved. T here  are no  o ther areas in the state w here dungeness fisheries 

occur in  any significance. T here is a  sm all fishery in the Port M oller area.

IlyJcr • Kctchik:m • Mcycn Chuck • Snxnv.m



A ll the reporting requirem ents arc in place1 for this fishery  to occur. A ll the appropriate 

taxes will be paid  and the catch statistics gathered. In  your packets you will find a 

m em orandum  from  the Legislative R esearch A gency on this subject.

T h is bill w ill allow  fisherm en to  expand their m arkets. It w ill provide an opportunity for 

diversification and is a  good econom ic developm ent bill.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. CS HB265IFSH)

Roviaion Doto: 
Title:

2/22/90
Export of dungenoaa crab

Dept. Affoctod:
"BRU: ___

C om ponent:

Fish and Game
CFMD

Fiaherioa Management
Sponsor:
Requester:

Rop Williams
Houao Fiahorios

Expenditures/R evenues

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. _ 
(Thousands of Dollars)

1941

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0
TRAVEL 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CONTRACTUAL 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0
SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0
EQUIPMENT 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0
MISCELLANEOUS 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0

| CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 3 0 0 0 0 °!
CHANGE IN REVENUES 1 ) 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Roceipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other
TOTAL
Estimate of any current year (FY96) coat: 4 0
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separato pago if nocosaary)

~7ccsc*dP / C ’I n )Paul Laraon Phono: 405-0120
Division: Commercial Fisheries Management and Development Date: 2/22/90
Approvod by Commissioner: Frank Ruo Date: 2/22/90
Agency: Rah and Game f f

Iftav 1 1/951 90fiino.xl«/0BR

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For furthar diitnbution information, call tha Govarnor'a legislative Offic*
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F IS C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
1996 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S SIO N

Revision Date: 
Title:

Sponsor: 
Requestor:

22-Feb-96

BILL NO.

Department Affected:

CSHB 265 (FSH)

Environm ental
E xport o f Live Dungeness C rab C onservation

Environm ental H ealth
Rep. W illiams
Rep. W illiams

BRU: __________________________________
Component: Seafood and  Sanitation Inspections

CO M PO N EN T SER IA L NO. 1936

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 F Y 00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURLS
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 0.0 0.0

©©

0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TO TA L O PERA TIN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

~aoT ~aoT i r o r TToTICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0

W "ooT "ooT W "oolCHANGE IN REVENUES ( OTOj

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipt
1006 GF/MHTIA 
Other

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY96) cost: S 

POSITIONS:

0.0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared by: Janice Adair
Division: Director, Division o f  Environmental Health

Phone: 907-269-7645 
D a te : 2/22/96

U >
V A

^ /A pproved  by Commissioner:__
Agency: Department o f  Environmental Conservation Datc:

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

Page(REV 1/96) f /dl»hue/fijc*Jnol>lnkfonn xli Of I
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F IS C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA 
1995 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision D nte:_________  _________
Title: E x p o rt o fP n n g en css C rnb

BILL NO.

Department Affected:

HB265

Environmental
(^onfiervation

Sponsor: R ep. W illiam i
R equestor

Rep. will
flBTgH'

BRU: E nvironm ental H ealth
Component: Seafood/Sanitation Inspection!

COMPONENT SERIAL NO- 1936

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY  96 FY 97 F Y 9 8 FY  99 FYOO FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 O.o 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TO TA L O PER A TIN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

w n w !M E ~taOlCAPITAL EXPENDITURES a o r a o r

w 1 W ~ e i(CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I w m

1002 Ptdcnl RectipU
1003 GF Mr.tcti
1004 GF
1005 QF/Progrun Receipt
1006 GF/MHT1A 
Other

■ - , o 0.0 0.0 0.0 ■ 0.8 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.O
0.0 6.0 6.6 6.0 6.6 “ 6.6
0.8 0.0 u'.o 0.0 0.0 0.0
6.0 "  M 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6
0.0 0.0 0.0 O.o 0.0 8.6

tOTAL OH 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0

Eitlnateorany wrrtBt>tir(FY95)<cil: S 0.0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 b 8 ■ 0 0 6
6 0 0 0 0 0
0 6 0 6 6 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if ncccMtry.)

HB 265 allows the shipment of Dungeness crab by any mesns of transportation such as truck, boat, air, etc.

Prepared by: Larry Jon es^  ____________________
Division: Director. Division o f  Administrative S erv ice r

Phone
Date:

465-5010
3/24/95

A pprovedW X om m issioner: . _____
Agency. TJepartment oTEflvlrdiirnental Conservation /

PREPARER TO r ROVIUK ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
I ’or Ruther distribution Information, call the Governors Legislative Office

(REV 1/95) Pago

Date:
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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:
Title:

STATE OF ALASKA
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B ILL NO. HB 265

Export o f Live Dungeness Crab
Dept. A ffec t Fish and Game 
BRU: CFMD
Component: Fisheries Management

Sponsor:
Requester:

Rep. Williams
House Special Committee on Fisheries

Expenditures/Revenues

.COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 
(Thousands of Dollars)

1941

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 9 6 FY 9 7 FY 9 8 FY 99 FY 0 0 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
TRAVEL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
CONTRACTUAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
SUPPLIES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
EQUIPMENT 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0  I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1 0 0 2  Federal Receipts 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
1 0 0 3  GF Match 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
1 0 0 4  GF 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
1 0 0 5  GF/Program Receipts 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
1 0 0 6  GF/MHTIA 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
Other 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
Estimate o f any current year (FY 95 ) cost: $ 
POSITIONS

0.0

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

PREPARER TO  PROV IDE ALL D ISTR IBUT IO N  CO P IES  TO  G O VERN O R 'S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, coll the Governor's Legislative Offico

(Rov 10/94 ) 95fisno.xls/DBR Pngo 1 of 1



/ TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

D E P T .  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O N S E R V A T I O N
D IV IS IO N  O F  E N V IR O N M E N T A L  H E A L T H  
D IR E C T O R ’S O F F IC E  
555 C O R D O V A  S T R E E T  
A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99501

T e lep h o n e : (907) 269-7644 
F a x :(9 0 7 )  269-7654

January  23, 1996

The H onorable Bill Williams 
H ouse o f  Representatives 
Room  128, Capitol Building 
Juneau, A laska 99801

D ear R epresentative Wi liams:

This letter is in response to  your request that w e  provide you w ith a sum m ary o t D E C ’s 
recent actions relating tc the testing o f  crab viscera fo r P SP .

In  early October, 1995 our Food Safety Lab com piled the results o f  the viscera testing that 
had been conducted over the past 2 years. It w as clear th a t during the  w inter m onths in Southeast 
and the  B ering Sea, PSP  is no t a problem  in crab v iscera. W e took  th a t inform ation to  FD A  for 
their concurrence. W ith it, w e w ere able to  suspend th e  w in ter PSP  testing  o f  crab viscera in 
these tw o  areas. The testing is still required in and around  Kodiak.

I ’ve enclosed a copy o f  the press releases we issued  on tbi<= topic. They outline the 
timelines for which the testing is not required as “w inter” varies betw een the tw o  areas. As y o u ’ll 
note, and I  think it’s im portant to  point out, w e will b e  doing “spot” m onitoring to  be sure the 
PSP levels aren’t on the rise. I f  w e find increases, th e  P S P  testing requirem ent w ould be 
reinstated.

P lease let m e know  if  you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jan ice Adair 
D irec to r

JA/la (g:\ch\PSP.WlLLIAMS)

Enclosures 
cc: MicM ichele Brow n, Acting Com m issioner 

Shari Kochman, G overnor’s Legislative Office

printed on recycled paper b y C.D.



ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONS. «  907-465-5169 K011/3/95 TTrrr

DEC N E W S  R E L E A S E

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Environmental Health Division
555 Cordova S t  5th Floor
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Phone: (907) 269-7501 Fax: 269-7610

N ovem bers, 1995 Contact: Manny Soares or Mike Ostasz, DEC Anchorage

CRAB MONITORING PROGRAM REVISED FOR SOUTHEAST ALASKA

W eekly sam pling of S o u th e a s t Alaska com m ercial c rab  fo r  paraly tic  shellfish po ison  (PSP) is 
no lo n g er required  of p ro cesso rs , following review  o f tw o  y ea rs  w o rth  of lab d a ta  by  th e  
D e p a rtm e n t of Environm ental C onservation .

"W e can  lift th is requ irem en t from  p ro c e sso rs  fo r  th e  tim e being, and  will do period ic  te s tin g  
to  en su re  the  levels rem ain low,” sa id  Jan ice Adair, D irec to r of DEC's Division of 
Environm ental Health. "If levels go  back up, w e will likely need  to  re in s ta te  the  w eekly  
m onitoring  to  ensure unsafe p ro d u c t isn’t  being so ld .” Adair said th a t  the  change app lies  to  th e  
c rab  fishery  b e tw een  O c to b er 1 -  March 3 1 .

W idespread  te s tin g  of crab  for PSP w as in itia ted  sev e ra l y ea rs  ag o  to  m e e t federa l req u irem en ts  
w hen  th e  toxin  w as found in th e  v iscera  o f com m erc ia lly -caugh t c rab . T esting  will con tinue  in 
o th e r  p a r ts  of the  s ta te  w here tox in  levels rem ain  high.

DEC rev iew ed  th e  PSP d a ta  for c rab  from  S o u th e a s t  Alaska, fo r a tw o ye^r period , to  re -ev a lu a te  
th e  a p p ro p ria te n ess  of the  fa ll/w in ter m onitoring re q u ire m e n t T his work by th e  Palm er 
L abora to ry  show ed th a t  levels now  are and have  b e e n  well w ithin th e  r :tion lim its, w ith  little o r 
no d e tec tab le  toxin.

(
The change in the m onitoring p ro g ram  applies to  all sp e c ie s  o f c ra b  cau g h t in S o u th e a s t Alaska, 
and  allow s th e  sale of crab  w ith th e  v iscera in ta c t, in live o r  w hole-cooked  form .

crabPSP11/3/95.rel



DEC N E W S  R E

A laska Department o f  Environmental 
Environm ental Health Division 
555  Cordova St. 5th F loo r 
Anchorage, A laska 99501 
Phone : (907) 269-7501 Fax : 269-7510

D e c e m b e r  26 , 1 9 9 5  C o n ta c t :  M ike O s t a s z  sh e l l f ish  c o o r d in a to r
(907) 269-7638 or 

M an n y  S o a r e s ,  m a n a g e r ,  S e a f o o d  p ro g ra m  
(907) 269-7640

REV ISED  O PIL IO  T A N N E R  C R A b  
M ONITORING P R O G R A M  F O R  B E R IN G  S E A

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  of E n v iro n m en ta l  C o n s e r v a t io n  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t ,  e f fec t iv e  
im m ed ia te ly ,  w eek ly  P S P  c ra b  s a m p l in g  o f  O pilio  T a n n e r  c r a b  f ro m  th e  
B ering  S e a  is no  lo n g e r  req u ire d  by  s e a f o o d  p r o c e s s o r s  for th e  p e r io d  of 
J a n u a r y  1 5 ,1 9 9 6 ,  until th e  c lo s e  o f  th a t  f i s h e ry  b y  t h e  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
Fish a n d  G a m e .

A ccord ing  to M anny S o a r e s ,  m a n a g e r  of D E C 'S  s e a f o o d  p ro g ram , th e  a g e n c y  
h a s  ju s t  c o m p le te d  rev iew  of P a ra ly t ic  S h e l l f is h  P o is o n  ( P S P )  d a t a  from  a  

• th ree  y e a r  per iod  for t h e  Bering S e a  c r a b  to r e - e v a l u a t e  th e  w in te r  
m o n ito r in g  re q u i re m e n t .

S o a r e s  s a id ,  "E valua tion  of th e  P S P  t e s t  r e s u l t  d a t a  from  D EC 'S  P a lm e r  
L a b o ra to ry  for th is  t im e  p e r iod  h a s  s h o w n  th e  le v e ls  a r e  well w ith in  th e  
a c t io n  limits, with little o r  no d e t e c t a b l e  tox in . A s  a  re s u l t ,  w e ’v e  
d i s c o n t in u e d  th e  w e e k ly  te s t in g  r e q u i r e m e n t  b u t  will i e s i  p e r io d ic a l ly  to  
e n s u r e  t h e  lev e ls  re m a in  low."

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  a p p l ie s  to Opilio T a n n e r  c r a b  from  th e  Bering S e a  a n d  
a l lo w s  th e  s a le  of c r a b  with th e  v i s c e r a  in ta c t ,  live, o r  w h o le  c o o k e d  form.

i t # *

Post-It"'brand fax transmittal memo 7671 It o f  p o y + 6  ¥

From

Co]
L

Dipt.

Fax?

Phorw *

P»K*>

CrabBS.rel



L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  A g e n c y

Alaska State Legislature
130 Seward Street, Suite 218
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2196

Phone: (907) 465-3991 
Fax: (907) 463-3351

M arch  30, 1995

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R epresentative Bill Williams

FRO M : L inda B rooks
Legislative A nalyst

RE: L iv e  C ra b  E x p o r ts  to  C a n a d a :  R e p o r tin g  R e q u ire m en ts
R esearch R equest 95.171

Y ou p o sed  th is question: i f  Alaska fisherm en could deliver live crab to  Canadian po rts by boat, 
how w ould  the  volum e o f  these  sales be recorded? T h a t is, are there reporting requirem ents that 
w ould a llow  U .S. au thorities to  know  th e  ex ten t o f  the  trade?

Alaska fishermen who export crab must comply with four state reporting requirements, bu t the  data  
co llected  from  those reporting  requirem ents w ould n o t reveal the volum e o f  live crab being
ex p o rted  to  Canada. I t  appears that inform ation abou t the  am ount o f  Alaska crab exported  to
Canada could  be obtainable from  C anadian and U .S . C ustom s data.

S ta te  R e p o r tin g  R e q u ire m e n ts

Alaska fisherm en w ho so ld  crab directly from  their b o a ts  to  processors in Canadian po rts  w ould 
be  c lassified  as "catcher-exporters," and they  w ould have to  comply w ith four state  reporting 
requirem ents:

• Intent to  O pera te  A pplication
• Fish tickets
• P rocessors ' annual reports
• Fisheries business license tax  return

The fisherm en would first file "Intent to  O perate" applications w ith the A laska D epartm ent o f  Fish 
and G am e (A D F& G ). T hey  w ould also  obtain F isheries Business Licenses from  the Alaska 
D epartm ent o f  Revenue. Fisherm en could  not begin to  export crab until AD F& G approved their 
In ten t to  O perate  applications. As a condition for approval, fisherm en would have to  provide



A D F& G  w ith  p ro o f tha t they had met the Alaska D epartm ent o f  R evenue's surety  bond and 
fisheries business license tax  prepaym ent requirem ents.

After fishermen satisfied the Department o f  Revenue's requirem ents and obtained approval o f  their 
Intent to  O perate  applications, AD F& G w ould provide them  w ith fish tickets. Fisherm en w ould 
have to  submit com pleted fish tickets for their catches to  A D F& G  before exporting any live crab 
(5 A A C 39.130). Fishermen would record on the tickets w here they caught the crab, the num ber 
o f  po ts used , and the num ber o f  pounds o f  crab sold on  each ticket.

Fish tickets would be a  continuous reporting requirem ent. Fisherm en w ho directly exported  crab 
would com plete  a fish ticket for each catch. Fisherm en "catcher-exporters" also w ould  face tw o  
annual reporting  requirem ents: com pletion o f  an A laska Com m ercial O perator's A nnual R eport 
and a Fisheries Business License Tax return. Both the rep o rt and the  return  w ould have to  be filed 
by April 1 st and w ould  cover all activity from January  to  D ecem ber o f  the preceding year. 
Fisherm en "catcher-exporters" w ould record  on the annual report the am ount o f  crab  caught by 
fishing area and would indicate the price received w hen sold. Tax form s for the  fisheries business 
license tax  w ould be obtained from  the A laska D epartm ent o f  Revenue, and fisherm en "catcher- 
exporters"  w ould be responsible for paying the tax due.

N evertheless, while the  fisherm en "catcher-exporters" w ould  have to  com ply w ith the  different 
sta te  reporting  requirem ents, the data collected through  these reporting requirem ents w ould not 
reveal th e  volum e o f  live crab being exported by A laska fisherm en directly into Canadian ports. 
Fish tickets provide A D F& G  w ith data on the  am ount o f  crab being harvested in various areas o f  
the state so that biologists have the inform ation necessary to  m anage the  fishery. T he fish tickets 
w ou ld  quan tify  the  am ount o f  crab harvested, bu t they  w ould not indicate the geographical 
destination  o f  any crab that was exported and sold out-of-sta te . Likewise, annual processors' 
re p o r ts  and business license tax  returns w ould provide no inform ation about the geographical 
destination o f  live crab exported from  Alaska.

T he S ta te  o f  Alaska w ould have both fiscal and fishery m anagem ent interests in assuring that 
fisherm en "catcher-exporters" complied with the sta te  reporting requirem ents. N orm ally fish 
p rocesso rs handle fish tickets, processors' annual reports, and fisheries business license taxes so 
that fishermen who sell their catches in Alaska are not personally involved in any o f  these  reporting 
requ irem en ts. H ow ever, fishermen w ho act as "catcher-exporters" w ould be  responsible 
them selves for initiating the reporting processes and com plying w ith all requirem ents. Som e 
"catcher-exporters" m ight evade com pliance to  avoid paying the fisheries business license tax; 
o th e rs  m igh t be unaw are o f  the reporting requirem ents. Failure to  submit fish tickets w ould 
nonetheless ham per A D F& G 's ability to  m anage the  fishery properly. Fish and W ildlife officers 
from  th e  A laska D epartm ent o f  Public Safety enforce the  A D F& G  fish ticket regulations, bu t 
fishermen "catcher-exporters" w ho failed to  submit fish tickets w ould only face a $3,000 fine fo r 
a firs t o ffense . In term s o f  fish tax revenues, the am ount lost w ould depend on th e  num ber o f  
"ca tcher-expo rte rs"  w ho  failed to  obtain licenses and to  pay taxes. T he Alaska D epartm ent o f
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Revenue enforces tax laws, but the penalty for first-tim e offenders w ho failed to obtain a  fisheries 
business license w ould only be a $5,000 dollar fine.

U .S. a n d  C a n a d ia n  C u sto m s D a ta

U.S. and Canadian Custom s data offer the best hope fo r tracking the volum e o f  live crab exported  
by A laska fishermen into Canadian ports. The N o rth  American F ree T rade A greem ent has 
eliminated the requirement for fishermen to  file export declarations, bu t im port data  are  still kept. 
Bill Aberle, who works at the Alaska Center for International Business a t the University o f  Alaska, 
explained that Canada and the United S tates exchange im port data w ith each other. T he U nited 
S tates relies upon Canadian import data  to  gauge th e  volum e o f  U.S. exports into Canada. M r. 
A berle  said that the  Canadians' im port data would b e  detailed enough to  track th e  volum e o f  
A laska dungeness crab received in Canadian ports. B ecause airports and seaports are  tracked 
separately, it would also be possible to  discern the am ount o f  crab arriving by vessel. M r. Aberle 
w as only unsure o f  whether o r not live crab could be differentiated from  o ther types such as frozen 
crab.

Furthermore, while Alaska fishermen no longer need to  file export declarations w ith U .S . Custom s, 
they  still have to  stop en route to  Canada at U.S. C ustom s. At U .S. C ustom s the  fisherm en 
"catcher-exporters" would obtain permits that allow them  to  conduct trade  in foreign ports. Upon 
their return from Canada, the fishermen again would be required to s top  at U.S. C ustom s. Alaska 
fisherm en re-entering the state w ould have to  file ca rgo  declarations w ith U.S. C ustom s. D oug 
H arm on, port d irector fo r the U.S. Custom s office in Ketchikan, said that for docum entation 
puiposes, they would generally ask fishermen to produce fish tickets fo r cargo  that they m ight have 
sold in Canada. Although the Ketchikan U.S. Customs office does not track  goods sold in Canada 
on a regular basis, M r. H arm on thought that Iris office m ight be able to  en ter into an  interagency 
law enforcement agreement with the A laska D epartm ent o f  Revenue o r  the  Alaska D epartm ent o f  
P ub lic  Safety to ensure that fishermen "catcher-exporters" w ere com plying w ith sta te  reporting 
requirements for live crab that they sold in Canada. I f  A laska officials wished to  establish such an 
agreem ent, M r. H arm on said they should contact M r. Jensen or M r. B lackm ore in the  U.S. 
C ustom s Enforcem ent Office in Anchorage.

Finally, in addition to  custom s data, A laska fishermen w ho sold live crab in Prince R upert w ould 
have to  obtain permits from  the Prince Rupert Fisheries and Oceans Office. A C anadian fisheries 
official said that each perm it w ould describe the approxim ate w eight o f  the p roduct, w ho the 
product was sold to  and its approxim ate value. The C anadian fisheries official though t his office 
m ight be able to  share such inform ation with the U .S . National M arine Fisheries Office, i f  U .S. 
officials requested inform ation about the  amount o f  A laska dungeness crab being sold in Prince 
Rupert.

W e hope this inform ation is useful to  you. Please do  not hesitate to  call i f  you have further 
questions.

Representative Williams
March 30, 1995
Page 3



PEB-23-96 FRI 17:00 WRANGELL FISHERIES INC. FAX NO. 9078743035 /

WVangeD FISHERIES INC
fc

M l SHAKES STREET, P.O. BOX 90i. WRANGELL, ALASKA £>529

T E L  < 907 )1 74 -3 344  F A X  (9 07 )1 7 4 -3 00 5

FEBRUARY 23, 1996

Representative Bill Williams 
D . Saxman

Osar Sir:

We applaud house bill No. 263 regarding the export of live
Dungeness Crab. As we set to gear up for tha upcoming season we
look forward to seeing this bill become law.

Thanks for your legislation, as it is ridiculous to limit
processors by means of the fashion in which to ship their product.

Please let me know at what stago this bill is in, via return 
fax or call at the above number. All the best

M. Steven Runess 
Assistant Plant Managor

M . STEVEN BUNESS 
Ajuj/m/ FUnl Mjiuier
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LEVI S. D O W  
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D on M unhoven 
FA/ Blue Fin 

P .O .  B O X 6335
Ketchikan, Ak. m  1 0 199:

99901 
(907-225-5328)

Attn: Bill Williams,

W e  a re  in favor of lifting th e  b a n  of shipping live c rab  only via air freight 

in re g a rd s  to A laska  S ta tu e  S e c .  16.10.240.

W e  know this c r e a te s  u n n e c e s s a ry  h a rd sh ip  on the  f ish e rm e n  a n d  their 

m a rk e ts  a n d  only financially benefits  the  airlines.

Lifting the  b a n  would allow fisherm en to c r e a te  a  be tte r  quality  p roduc t  

a n d  would c r e a te  m ore  jobs.

Thank-you,
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