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Sponsor Statement 

House Bill 256

House Bill 256 is a promotional venture to attract Alaskan's and visitors to 
buy fishing licenses and join in the fun of fishing in Alaska. Although the bill 
is primarily oriented towards sport fishing, getting individuals into the act of 
fishing is another way of helping them learn the importance of Alaska's 
fishery resources.

Fishing is Fun Week is a National event with it's own promotional energy. 
HB 256 would bring Alaska into the fun event.

It is the intent of the sponsor of this legislation to increase the participation 
of Alaskan's as well as visitors to Alaska in the appreciation of Alaska's 
bountiful fishing opportunities. HB 256 will get new anglers hooked on 
fishing, and seeks to reel back in those who have gotten away from the 
activity.
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY REPRESENTATIVES KELLY, Austerman 

Introduced: 3/15/9S
Referred: House Special Committee on Fisheries, Resources, Finance

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act authorizing the commissioner of fish and game to establish free sport 
fishing days."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.400 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(c) The commissioner may, by regulation, designate not more than two days 

each year on which a person, whether a resident or nonresident, may engage in sport 
fishing without having obtained a sport fishing license or an anadromous king salmon 
tag.

HOUSE BILL NO. 256

HB0256a -1-
V w  Texc Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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Revision Date: _____________________
Title:

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1995 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

BILL NO. HB256

Dept. Affected: 
BRU:

Fish and Game

sponsor:
Requester:

An Act authorizing the Commissioner of_______
Fish and Game to establish a free sport fishing Component 
Representative Kelly______________ ___________

Division of Soort Fish
Sport Fisheries

House Special Committee on F ish e r ie s  

E xpenditures/R evenues

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

46 4

f OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars!
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 j i
Estimate o f any current yea r (FY95) cost: S 
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Assumptions: Any initial loss of license sale revenue will be compensated by new anglers that result from 
these activities.
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DEPARTMENT OF F IS H  AND GAME 

P O SIT IO N  PAPER

B i l l  N u m b e r :  HB256

S p o n s o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l y

B i l l  T i t l e :  A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  f r e e  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  d a y s .

D e p a r t m e n t  P o s i t i o n :  S u p p o r t .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e s i g n a t e  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  d a y s  e a c h  y e a r  o n  w h i c h  a  
p e r s o n ,  r e s i d e n t  o r  n o n r e s i d e n t ,  m a y  s p o r t  f i s h  w i t h o u t  a  f i s h i n g  
l i c e n s e  o r  k i n g  s a lm o n  t a g .  A  n u m b e r  o f  s t a t e s  h a v e  f r e e  f i s h i n g  
d a y s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  N a t i o n a l  F i s h i n g  W e e k  A c t i v i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  F r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y s  
a l l o w  p e o p l e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t r y  f i s h i n g  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  s o  
w i t h o u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  a  l i c e n s e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n t e n t  i s  t h a t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n g l e r s  i n  A l a s k a  h a v e  t h i s  s a m e  
o p p o r t u n i t y .

F r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y s  o f f e r  p e o p l e  w h o  d o  n o t  o r d i n a r i l y  f i s h  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f i s h i n g  w i t h o u t  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  e x p e n s e  o f  
a  l i c e n s e .  A  f r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  N a t i o n a l  F i s h i n g  
W e e k  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  w i n t e r  f i s h i n g  c a r n i v a l s  c a n  s e r v e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  
o r  r e a c q u a i n t  p e o p l e  w i t h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g ;  p e o p l e  w h o  m i g h t  
o t h e r w i s e  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  a  l i c e n s e .  
F r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y s  a r e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  c e n t e r p i e c e  f o r  d e p a r t m e n t  
s p o n s o r e d  o r  a s s i s t e d  a q u a t i c  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  T h e s e  p r o g r a m s  
p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s  o n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  c o n c e p t s  a n d  a n g l e r  e t h i c s  
r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o m o t e  a  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  f r o m  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  
r e s o u r c e s .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  h a v e  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  
d e s i g n a t e  t h e .  d a y s  i n  q u e s t i o n .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  N a t i o n a l  F i s h i n g  
W e e k  o c c u r s  i n  e a r l y  J u n e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a k  o f  m o s t  k i n g  s a l m o n  
f i s h e r i e s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  f i s h e r i e s  a r e  i n t e n s e l y  f i s h e d  a n d  f u l l y  
u t i l i z e d .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  f r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a  
d e r b y - l i k e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  a l r e a d y  c r o w d e d  f i s h e r i e s .  T h i s  m a y  
n o t  b e  a  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  a s  a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n u m b e r  o f  f i s h  m i g h t  
b e  h a r v e s t e d  i n  s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  c o u l d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
c o m p l i c a t e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  t h e  i n t e n d e d  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  
h a r v e s t .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o u l d  l o s e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  l o s s  o f  k i n g  s a lm o n  t a g  s a l e s .  T h o u g h  
t h i s  s c e n a r i o  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  w e  d o  n o t  t h i n k  i t  i s  l i k e l y .  I n  a n y  
e v e n t  i f  s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  c o u l d  c h o s e



t o  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  f r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  p e a k  k i n g  s a lm o n  
f i s h e r y .

I n i t i a l  l i c e n s e  a n d  k i n g  s a lm o n  t a g  s a l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  
l o s t  d u e  t o  a  f r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y  s h o u l d  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  b y  t h e  n e w  
a n g l e r s  t h a t  r e s u l t  f r o m  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .

We f e e l  t h a t  f r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y s  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  m o r e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n g l e r s ,  b u t  c o u l d  a l s o  i n d i r e c t l y  r e s u l t  i n  a  m o r e  
i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c  r e l a t i v e  t o  e t h i c a l  a n g l i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  c o n c e p t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o m o t e  a  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  f r o m  
t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  r e s o u r c e .

C o m m i s s i o n e r 's  S i g n a t u r e :

D a t e :
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National Fishing Week Steering Committee
F ie ld O ffic e : 2944 Pntnc.x Henry Drive. Suite 15 

Falls Church. VA 22044-2926 • 703/532-7730 « Fax 703/241-9717

The following states have provided the dates for their 1994 Free Fishing Day(s). In general, this 
allows the public to fish without a license. Individual states may place some restrictions and other 
regulations may apply. Check with your State Fish and Game Agency or the National Fishing 
Week Steering Committee for specific state information.
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NATIONAL FISHING W EEK JUNE 6-12,1994 
FREE FISHING DAYS

A la b a m a : J u n e  1 1 N e v a d a : J u n e  1 1
A r iz o n a : J u n e  1 1 N e w  H a m p s h ir e : J u n e  4
A r k a n s a s : J u n e  1 0  - 1 2 N e w  Jersey : J u n e  1 1  - 1 2
C a l if o r n ia : J u n e  1 1  &  S e p t  24 N e w  M e x ic o : J u n e  4 &  S epr 24
C o lo r a d o : J u n e  4 * 5 N e w  Y o r k : J u n e  25  - 26
C o n n e c t ic u t : J u n e  1 1 N o r t h  D a k o t a : J u n e  1 1 - 1 2
D e la w a r e : T B A O h i o : J u n e  4 - 5
F lo r id a : J u n e  1 1  - 1 2 O k la h o m a : J u n e  1 1  - 12
G e o r g ia : J u n e  1 1  - 1 2  &  S e p t  24 O r e g o n : J u n e  1 1
I d a h o : J u n e  1 1 P e n n s y lv a n ia : J u n e  4 - 5
I l l in o is : J u n e  1 0  - 1 3 R h o d e  Is la n d : J u n e  4 - 5
In d ia n a : J u n e  1 1 - 1 2 S o u t h  C a r o l in a : J u n e  1 1  - 1 2

Io w a : J u n e  1 0  • 1 2 S o u t h  D a k o t a : M a y  2 1  -  22
K a n s a s : J u n e  1 1  - 1 2 T e n n e s s e e : J u n e  1 1
K e n t u c k y : J u n e  4 - 5 T e x a s : J u n e  4
L o u is ia n a : J u n e  1 1  * 12 U t a h : J u n e  1 1
M a in e : J u n e  1 9  &  F e b  20 V e r m o n t : J u n e  1 1
M a r y la n d : J u n e  4 &  1 1 ,  J u ly  4 V ir g in ia : J u n e  4 - 5
M assachu setts : J u n e  1 8 - 1 9 W a s h in g t o n : J u n e  1 1 - 1 2
M ic h ig a n : J u n e  1 1  • 12 W a s h in g t o n , D . C . : J u n e  6 - 12
M in n e s o t a : J u n e  1 1  - 1 2 W est V ir g in ia : J u n e  1 1  - 1 2
M is s o u r i: J u n e  1 1  - 12 W is c o n s in : J u n e  5
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T H E  N A T IO N A L  F ISH IN G  W EEK  S T E E R IN G  C O M M IT T EE  
2944 PA TR ICK  H EN R Y  D R IV E  

SU ITE  15 
FALLS C H U R C H , VA 22044-2926  

(703) 532-7730
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Not all s ta te s  p lanning to sponsor Free Fishing Day(s) have ap p roved  dates and  are listed as 'T3A .'’
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Midnight Sun Hycwtcrs
P .O . B o x  8 10 3 1 ’ 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

PnaM r brand tax transmittal memo 7871 /
/U .

Co. Co.
b*pt. f*!5on» i

Pin#

March 13 ,1993

Dear Sira,
Th e  M id n ig h t  Sun  Ftycastera would like you to consider introducing legislation that 
w ould oflcr individuals an opportunity to fish in Alaska without a fishing license for at 
least two days out o f the year. It appears that many o f  the lower 48 states have such 
provisions tor people in  their stales.
Free fishing days are an important promotional tool across the country, The  purpose of 
free fishing days is to encourage new people to get acquainted with the great sport o f  
fishing. Alaska could promote the excellent fishing opportunities that we enjoy. T ins 
event could also promote tourism ind economic benefits for our state.
The  M id n ig h t  S na  Flycaster* of Fa irbanks Alaska is a nonprofit Flyfishing chib in the 
interior o f  Alaska. Our purpose and desire is to promote and work for the betterment o f  
spon  fishing, to encourage and advocate conservation o f  resources in  our lands, streams 
and lakes and to promote ths education o f  tha public in regards to our wonderful heritage 
o f  sport fishing.
W e w ould Eke to see these days take place during National Fishing Week. Thankyou for 
considering our desire.

Sincerely,

Ronald J. Johnson 
FresidentMSFC
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Flahing I s  s healthy outdoor recreationa l a c t i v i t y  in New York vlilcft grove more popular every year* The reaeona are as many and diverse an the vo te rs where the sport can ba pursued.
hew Tort i s  a sta te t r u ly  r ich In vater resources. The mammoth Great Lakes, sprawling reaches of Long I s la n d 's  coasta l shores, legendary C a ts k i l l  streams, rare splendor of our Finger Lakes, aileB of r ive rs  and t iny  Adirondack ponds a l l  have the ir  btaucyiand each o ffe r unparalle led f ish ing p o ten t ia l .  f
That potencia l in made rea l for present day fishermen by the continuance of Mew fo rk 's  century-old trad i t io n  of aound f i sh e r ie s  management carr ied forward by dedicated p ro fess iona ls . Their e f fo r t s  have resulted In a breadth and scope of f ish ing  opportunity unmatched In the nation. We a lso help people leacn about f ish ing  ao they can enjoy th is  l i fe t im e  recroatlon.
Fishing has a p a r t ic u la r  fasc ination for ch i ldren of a l l  ages. Mindful of th in a f f i n i t y ,  Mew fork makes ava i la b le  to young anglers a formal and enjoyable educational program. The Spcrtf lsh ing Aquatic Resources education Program (SA3EP) uses trained volunteer* to impart to our youth a fee ling for the t ra d i t io n s  of sportf ish lng and so l id  knowledge about conservation, management and wise use of our aquutlc resources. More than 2.1 m i l l io n  anglers 16 years and older and about one m i l l ion  ch ildren enjoy angling in Mev York each year. Cumulatively they f i sh  more than 50 m il l ion days and spend In excess of 52.5 b i l l i o n  annually in pursu it of theic fa vo r i te  fish-

mJ LJ ‘

To give both res idents and nonresidents an opportunity to savor the joys of f i sh in g  in Mew York, we again in v i te  the pub lic to enjoy two free doyo of f ish ing  on June 27-28, 1992. Mo license le required for shiB weekend,allowing f i r s t- t im e  anglers and those who have gotten away from the aport a chanco to wet a l in e  and perhnps ign ite  a l i fe t im e  love a f f a i r .  Good stewardship of our natura l resources i s  an coaler goal to a tta in  when a l l  of our c i t i z e n s  have an appreciation for and a stake in those resources. Fiohing i s  a great place to acarc that linkage. This year we ce lebrate th i s  oDservonce throughout June, beginning with Rational r lah lng Week, June 1-7, and culminating with our free f ish ing days on the l a s t  weekend.
MOW, THEREFOR!!, I ,  Maclo H. Cuomo, Governor of the state of Mew York, 

do hereby proclaim June, 1992, es
FISHING MOUTH

in Hew Tort s t a t s .

J I V E S  under my hand and the 
Privy sea l of the sta te  ac the 
Capitol in the City of Albany 
th is  fourth day of May in tha 
year one thousand nine hundred 
hundred and ninety-two.

BY THE GOVERNOR:

S e c re ta ry  to  the G ove rno r
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A l a s k a  S p o r t f i s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n

P. 0. Box 24-1847 Anchorage, AK 99524-1847

Representative Pete Kelly 
State House 
Juneau, Ak 99801 
Via Pax

Dear Representative Kelly,

We have just been advised of HB 256 which authorizes the Commissioner of 
Fish and Game to establish free sport fishing days.

The Alaska Sportfishing Association (ASA) feels that the bill provides everyone 
the opportunity to take part in one of Alaska's premier activities. It should 
increase the awareness of both Alaskans and our visitors to the sport of fishing 
and the use of our incredible Alaska outdoors.

ASA wholeheartedly supports HB 256 and urges -  .......

Phil Cutler, President
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, chera are ovar ana million anqlers Including
women, children, senior citizens and handicapped, who enjoy 
fishing reservoirs, lakes, pond3, streams and rivers in 
Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, June 7 - 1 3 ,  1993 has been proclaimed as National 
Fishing Week; and

WHEREAS, fishing is an established recreational activity in 
Oklahoma enjoyed by over one million angler3, including
women, children, senior citizens and handicapped; and

WHEREAS, fishing generates more Chan $442 million annually 
to the benefit of local economies; and

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation Commission has 
recognized June 12 and 13 during National Fi3hing Week ae 
"Free Fishing Days" in Oklahoma; J

WHEREAS, of "Free Fishing Days" in Oklahoma, the first
state in the nation to designate' a "Free Fishing Day”
celebration;

NOW THEREFORE, I, David Walters, Governor of the State of 
Oklahoma, do hereby proclaim the week of June 7 - 1 3 ,  1993, 
as

NATIONAL FISHING WEEK

in the State of Oklahoma.
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’AAiZt̂ , (Aja, • *JX' tAe,

AA/ea* Oji? S£a*c£ one.- iAsu/SiSind, rune, AuxneAtuA

ancC , cu u A  o f?  iAic, SAta/ty

ttAAJaAasrux, lAie,'


