


Representative Vic Kohiing
Sponsor Statement

HOUSE BLL 225

"An Actauthorizing the commissioner of fish and game to issue
permits to possess, import, or export African elep lants.”

HB 225 creates a commercial exhibitor permit system for possession,
import, and export of African elephants.

The problem: Currently, Alaska law does not contain provisions for
allovdng commercial exhibition of elephants on a long-term basis. It
allows traveling circus elephants to stay temporarily under an
educational permit and allows zoo elephants to stay under an annually
renewed educational permit. Even though educational permits have
been used for elephants whose main purpose is exhibition, they are
not actually appropriate for this purpose.

The current law denies legitimate business opportunities to Alaskans.
Legislation is needed to allow the Department of Fish and Game a
mechanism to issue permits for such animals for their intended use
instead of just issuing temporary educational permits as a stop-gap
measure. House Resolution 9, passed in 1994, requested the
commissioner of Fish and Game to grant an extension under a
temporary educational permit for a particular elephant. While this
allowed the elephant to stay in Alaska for a period, it was not a
permanent solution. In addition, the Board of Game has directed
DF&G to develop a temporary commercial permit system, but this still
does not meet the needs of Alaskan residents on a permanent basis.

The solution: This bill allows DF&G to issue permits for African
elephants to persons based on reasonable conditions set by the
commissioner and who meet certain criteria, including: 1)the animal
is intended to be exhibited commercially: 2}adequate facilities exist to
maintain the animal under positive control and humane conditions:
and 3)personal injury and property damage insurance are maintained
in an amount established by the commissioner of fish and game.

The Department of Fish and Game assisted in developing this bill's
language and is not opposed to the bill.

Additionally, the Department of Environmental Conservation enforces
the health aspects of importing animals under a DEC "Import Permit."
DEC must ensure that any elephant entering the state meets all the
criteria of the Federal Animal Welfare Act and meets all health
requirements for international travel. The Commissioner of Fish and
Game, under this bill, would have discretion to assess additional health
requirements. For more information, call Kristie Leaf at 465-2186.
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AMENDMENT
OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE £ 0\J
TO: HB 225
Page 1, line 2:

Delete "African”

Page 1, line 5:
Delete "AFRICAN"

Page 1, line 7:

Delete "African"

_1-



STATE OF ALASKA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

1994

House
Source Resolve No.

HR 9 am 8

Protecting the lifestyle of pachyderms.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

WHEREAS elephants are a form of the labor force, provide entertainment, and are
used for promotional events; and

WHEREAS there is no known documentation that the African elephant transmits
dangerous diseases to mankind; and

WHEREAS the children and other citizens of Alaska should not be deprived of an

opportunity to an education as part of the animal world; and

WHEREAS the state should promote good business relations and enhance educational

opportunities for visitors and residents to experience; and

WHEREAS a particular African elephant (Moxie) has been officially certified and
approved by the United States Department of Agriculture; and

WHEREAS Alaska is the only state in die union that includes elephants on the exotic
animal prohibition list;

BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives respectfully requests the

Governor to ask the commissioner of fish and game to grant a second extension under an



educational permit; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that Moxie, a once orphaned elephant and star of television
and screen, should be permanently exempted from the exotic animal prohibition list; and be
it

FURTHER RESOLVED that any African elephant that enters the state for purposes

of exhibition, entertainment, or education should be excluded from the prohibited list.



AUTHENTICATION

The following officers of the Legislature certify that the attached enrolled resolution, HR 9 am,
was passed in conformity with the requirements of the constitution and laws of the State of

Alaska and the Uniform Rules of the Legislature.

Passed by the House April 18, 1994 /

L yi'xX o/
Ramona L. Bames, Speaker of the House

ATTEST:

Suzi Lowell, Chief Clerk of the House
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FISCALNOTE

Title: African elephant exhibition permit
Sponsor: Representative Kohring
Requester: House Resources

Expenditures/Revenues

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 00 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES (1024) 0.0 00
FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 00 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY95) cost: S 0.0
POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: Wayne Regelin. Acting Director

Division: Wildlife Conservation A
Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Fish and Game

Dept. Affected:
'‘BRU:

BILLNO. HB 225

Fish and Game
Wildlife Conservation

Component: Wildlife Conservation

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 473

FY 98

00
00
00

(Thousands of Dollars)

ooo

00

00 00
0 0
0 0
0 0

Phoney 465-4192
Date: 3/21/95
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TELEPHONE (.607) flfld <1702 PAX (907) 696-})eT0

y&uiMali-&xgfe 3Ua&t CAam~&c  dantmence

11401 OLD QLENN HIGHWAY, SUITE 1IL'¢\

PO, BOX 770363
EAGLE RIVER. ALASKA 99677 AQLE RIVER. ALASKA W57

"Jiau at Atony Jlow

March 3, 1995

TO: Senator Rick Halford
Senator Randy Phillips
Representative Vic Kohring
Representative Pete Kott
Representative Ed Willis

RE: Moxie The Elephant

Attached is a letter dated June 9, 1994 to former
Commissioner of Fish & Game, Carl Rosier, which states that
the Chamber supports legislative efforts which would allow
Moxie to remain here as a year-round resident.

It is now our understanding that the only way that Moxie can
remain iIn the State iIs to change the existing laws. We wish
to reiterate our support for this effort and ask your
assistance in this matter.

Dennis Johnson
President
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"Ttaot *4 Many Ifteead"

June 9, 1994

Commissioner Carl Rosier
Department of Fish & Game
PO Box 25526

Juneau, AK 99802

Dear Commissioner Rosier,

In July, the Chugiak-Eagle River Chamber of Commerce held the 9th annual
Bear Paw Festival. Moxie the elephant was a participant at the Festival
and was a wonderful attraction and great educational opportunity for the
general public,

We applaud the temporary permit issued by your Department which allows
Moxie to remain in the state and his owner to vend for rides. We also
support a change in the law which would allow this to become a permanent
condition with the provisions that:

1. restrictions could occur if a real health hazard
exists to Alaska wildlife

2. permits are issued only to individuals or entities
that can demonstrate the capability of properly caring
for the animal

We appreciate your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

President

ccC: Senator Rick Halford
Senator Randy Phillips
Representative Pat Carney
Representative Pete Kott
Representative Ed Willis



Making a case for keep

When | was 10years old lhe Bamum & Dai-
ley Circus came to my hometown of Wichi-
ta, Kan. Vemon Duffy, a trainer and handler
for the circus, made it possible for me to ride
the elephant, Ruthie.

She was so special to me and gentle as she
lifted me up with hertrunk, I fell in love with
her instantly. | was ready to run away with
the circus, so 1could ride my Ruthie every
day.

Looking back to that day 50 yerrs ago, |
can only guess how much Moxie means to
the James Clement family.

Since Moxie was orphaned and taken in by
the Clements, he has been given much care
and love. Me is an important part of their
family unit.

On the Fourth of July holiday last summer
| looked up Moxie especially to watch him
with the children. He was at the fireworks
stand in Houston. What memories it all
brought back.

| spoke briefly with Mr. Clement and asked
him now could | help keep Moxie in the state.
He said: Gel in touch with your legislators.
Write letters. We need abill passed that will
allow us to keep him.

| felt ashamed that our legislators had not
passed the biiLalrud)bHaw,can those in
power be so cold to put this.fine*family
through such torment for th.'ir magnificent
stand for Moxie?

I wonder what happened to those in pow-
er who cared for the rights of the people. The
recent refusal of the Board of Game to put

Nancy R. Binder

Moxie on the clean list is unbelievable. We
have other animals on the clean list — for
example, the chimpanzee which is adose rel-
ative to man and more capable of carrying
diseases.

It has already been established that Moxie
is not genetically related to any wildlife here
to be athreat anyway. He could not exchange
infections with farm animals either.

So what is the real excuse? There is no
excuse whatsoever lo delay any longer the
placement of Moxie on the dean list. Tnere is
always room for another animal on the dean
list if there is profit or power for someone.

Other animals are let into the state for pur-

oses of profit like llamas and alpacas. Alas-
Ea is the only state that does not allow ele-
phants on its clean list (with the exception of
those elephants in the zo0).

| asked Mr. Clement how he ever trained
an African elephant since | had heard they
were very difficult train. He said: Very care-
fully. Because they are high-strung | must
take it easier. The way to Moxie is through
his stomach.

Ing Moxie

Mr. Clement has worked with 80 elephants
in 14 years. A very important ->art of nis life
has been involved with elephants. He first
came to Alaska with Moxie in 1988 on a tour.

James Clement has a dream. He came here
with adream that is being shot down. Instead
of working on his dream he is writing letters.

His dream is to have an arctic drcus where
local talent could participate. His plans
include operations in small towns as well as
the large ones.

| have contacted some of our Mat-Su Bor-
ough legislators and borough politicians.
Some have indicated they will work on Mox-
ie's behalf. Rep. Vic Kohring told me he feels
inclined to introduce abill that would allow
exotic pets and animals, of which category
Moxie is considered. He would pattern it on
a resolution passed last year in the Legisla-
ture.

1lsay put it to a public vote. Put it on the
ballot. Let us hear from the people them-
selves. Those who live near Moxie. Those
whose children have ridden Moxie.

There are many of us who enjoy, and
would like lo continue lo enjoy, the appear-
ances of Moxie throughout our state, | le has
become asymbol of the greatness that can be
found in this last frontier. This is where some
people come to do great things. ,

Nana/ R. Binder resides in Chuviak in lhe win-
ter and calls Houston her home in the summer
months.
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March 14,199

A

?ltjantgaucaﬂaska 99801-1182
RE: House Bill 225 Regardling Private Ownersnip of Elephants
Dear Representative Kohring,
Inthelastco (ears JarresandMarceIIqurnentsele  Moxie, hes participated in
| 5
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I I cases |
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From our perspective, We 0o not see any |de rcmznso aska.

Sincerely yours
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

1]k
Lngergn 870515 State Capit |ge$|%i'on:
0. Box . ate Capitol Buildin
Wasilla, Alaska 99687 \ wZr) Juneal, Alaskap99801-1185
(907) 373-7600 907) 465-2186
Fax (907) 465-3818
REPRESENTATIVE VIC KOHRING
DISTRICT 26

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Joe Green
Chair, House Resources Cor

From: Representative Vic Kohring

Date: March 7, 1995

Re: Request for Hearing

House Bill 225, Permits for African Elephants

| respectfully request a hearing on House Bill 225 in the House
Resources Committee. This bill authorizes the commissioner of fish
and game to issue permits to possess, import, or export African
elephants. | believe the bill proposes a reasonable system for allowing
elephants to stay in Alaska for commercial exhibition purposes based
on certain health, safety, and liability criteria.

Attached please find a copy of the bill, a sponsor statement on the bill,
House Resolution 9 resolution which passed unanimously last session,
and other letters of support.

Thank you for your consideration.

Wasilla « Fairview Loop ¢ Eklutna * Peters Creek



To:
From:
Date:

Re:

Alaska State Legislature
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.O. Box V
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

REPRESENTATIVE VIC KOHRING

465-2186

MEMORANDUM

All Legislators
Representative Vic Kohring
March 7, 1995

House Bill 225, Permits for African Elephants

| have introduced a bill which authorizes the commissioner of fish and
game to issue permits to possess, import, or export African elephants.

Currently, Alaska law does not contain provisions for allowing
commercial exhibition of elephants on a long-term basis, it only offers
temporary educational permits. While the House unanimously passed a
resolution of support last session, this offered only a temporary permit
extension. House Bill 225 proposes a permit for commercial
exhibition on a year-round basis, while also requiring conditions to
ensure the safety and health of the animal and the public.

Attached please find my sponsor statement outlining in more detail
the current problem and the solution offered by House Bill 225.

| encourage your support of this bill and welcome your co-sponsorship.

If you have any questions, please call Kristie Leaf, 465-2195.



Clement 7146-6633

Ms. Marcella
PO Box 874611 To vie I
Distribution Affiliation Reg Voter
Wasilla AK 99687 60 Y
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/06/95 N HB 225 Supports
I SUPPORT HB 225. PLEASE PASS THIS BILL
Ms. Roxanne Landers 746-6864
HCO02 Box 3797 To Vic In I
Distribution Affiliation Reg Voter
Palmer AK 99645 09 Y
Date POM Sont Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/07/95 N HB 225 Supports

MOXIE'S OWNERS ARE RUNNING OUT OF TIME. WE NEED A PUSH ON TO GET THIS LEGISLATION MOVING AND
PASSED. EVERYONE LOVES MOXIE. PLEASE HELP.

Ms. Janet Burts 345-3720
PO Box 221363 To Vic |n I
Distribution Affiliation Reg Voter
Anchorage AK 99522 60 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/09/95 N HB 225 Supports

IAMA MOTHER AND | FEEL THAT MOXIE IS NOT A HEALTH RISK. I HAVE RIDDEN MOXIE, MY CHILDREN HAVE
RIDDEN MOXIE AND | THINK BEING AROUND AN ELEPHANT LIKE THIS 1S EDUCATIONAL FOR CHILDREN AND DO

FEEL THAT MOXIE IS A
HEALTH RISK, ESPECIALLY FOR TB. I'M IN FULL SUPPORT.



376-6907

Mr Walt Fergus
840 Rockside To Vic In I
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Veter
Wasilla AK 99654 51 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/29/95 N HB 225 Supports

I SUPPORT ELEPHANTS INALASKA. | WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE STATE PROVIDE FOR OWNERSHIP
OFELEPHANTS.

My Bert Hall 373-4611
901 No Shore Drive To Vic In |
Distribution Affiliation ~ Reg Voter
Wasilla AK 99654 51 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/29/95 A HB 225 Suppo. s

ITJUST MAKES GOOD COMMON SENSE. ANY PERCEIVED RiSKS ARE EASILY OVERSHADOWED BY THE GOOD
PROVIDED - ESPECIALLY TO CHILDREN.

Ms June Robinette 376-2092
POB 870797 To Vic In I
Distribution Affiliation  Reg Voter
Wasilla AK 99687 47 U
Date POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/29/95 A HB 225 Supports

I DO SUPPORT A PERMIT FOR MOXIE TO LIVE OUT HIS LIFE IN ALASKA AS AN EDUCATIONAL FEATURE FOR
CHILDREN, ESPECIALLY, BUT FOR ALL OF US WHO ADMIRE HIMAND HIS KEEPER.



Thomas R. Wickwire

MAR 2 ft 196

March 24, 1995

Representative Joe Green

Co-Chairman, House Resources Committee
Room 114

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Green:

| happened to see a copy of HB-225 (these days, once you get
a fax, you get anything from any place). I'm not in the wildlife
rr?anagement or z00 business, but | can't see the State interest
ere.

| saw a forum on Public Television recently on what measures
State government must take in the next two to three years in order
to avoid severe damage to Alaska's economy because of shrinking o il
revenues.

How much will it cost the Fish & Game Commissioner to
determine that the requirements are met by the applicant (assuming
he won't just take the apﬁlicant's word for it); how many times per
year; whoy an African elephant, but not a Bengal tiger, kangaroo or
platypus? Did someone in the education field decide that Alaskan
children are missin? an important part of their education by not
seeing an African eflephant?

| just don't get it.

Sincerely,

TRW rbf
C.
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