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Date of Committee Action:

The JUDICIARY Committee considered: SB.320

SENATE BILL NO. 320 NEW SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE FOR DILLINGHAM

“An Act increasing the number of superior court judges designated for the Third Judicial District to provide an

additional superior court judge at Dillingham.”

recommends it be replaced [ 4-the same title
with the following committee substitute BN [ ]anew tide

[ Jadditional referral to Committee
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF LAW o APR 111336
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0300
PHONE:  (907)465-3600
OFFICE OF THEATTORNEY GENERAL FAX: (907)465-2075

April 10,1996

The Honorable Rick Halford
Alaska State Senator

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Halford:

The Department of Law strongly supports SB 320, a bill which creates
anew superior courtjudge position in Dillingham. We believe that creation ofthis
judgeship is essential to our ability to provide adequate criminaljustice services to
the Bristol Bay region.

As you know, | recently traveled to Dillingham with Deputy Attorney
General Laurie Otto and Anchorage District Attorney Ken Goldman. While there
we participated in a public meeting and heard many residents ofthe community
discuss their criminal justice needs. We also met separately with region leaders,
including city officials, school officials, Native leaders, victims' advocates, and
police officials. From all we heard the same message - delivery of criminaljustice
services by those living outside the region simply does notwork. Although most of
our discussions revolved around the need for a resident district attorney, it is clear
that the criminaljustice needs ofthe community will not be met until there is a
resident superior courtjudge.

For example, until there is a superior courtjudge, grandjuries for
felony cases arising in the Bristol Bay and Aleutian Chain regions must be
conducted in Anchorage, and, because thejudges serving this region live in
Anchorage, many motion hearings on these cases are heard in Anchorage. This
means that the district attorney for the region must spend a significant amount of
time in Anchorage handling grandjuries and motion hearings.
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Although we requested in September 1995 that we be allowed to
conduct grandjuries on Bristol Bay cases in Dillingham, this request was tuiped
down by the court system, which concluded “Grand juries require management by a
Superior Courtjudge. Thatwould have to be done telephonically which may be 0K
in some cases, but in most cases is not appropriate. Our grandjuries are convened
in areas served by Superior Courtjudges which makes management ofthe grand
jury that much easier.”

This isnot the only problem created by the lack ofa Superior Court
judge. Because thejudge travels to Dillingham /Naknek only one week a month,
that is the only week available to conduct trials, a period oftime thatis wholly
inadequate. The result ofhaving inadequate time on the calendar is thatwe are
forced to enterinto plea agreements in order to avoid having cases dismissed for
failure to bring a defendant to trial within 120 days. In other words, there are cases
that we cannot pursue at appropriate levels based on the limited court time that is
currently available.

| know you share our beliefthat protecting the public through adequate
prosecution of criminal offenses is a priority for all communities in the state. SB
320 is an important step forward in fully protecting the citizens ofBristol Bay and
the Aleutian Chain.

Please letme or Laurie Otto know ifyou need any additional assistance
in seeking passage ofthis important legislation.

Sincerely yours,

AHruce M. Botelho
Attorney General

cc: BristolBay Times
SenatorRobin Taylor
Senator Lyman Hoffman
Representative Ivan Ivan
Representative Carl Moses
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Senator Lyman F. Hoffman

Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol « Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 « (907) 465-4453

TO: Senator Dave Doniey
Senate- Finance Committee

FROM: Senator Lyman Hoffman
District T

FIE: Senate Dill 520 - New Superior Court Judge For
Dillingham.

DATE: April 12. 1996

Senator Donley,

Thank you for your consideration of Senate Dill 520 - an
integral component in the equitable delivery ofjustice to the people of
Dillingham and the Dristol Day reaion.

The primary objective of Dristol Day residents is to facilitate
the return of their District Attorney. The Attorney General believes
the establishment of a Superior Court in Dillingham partnered with
the return of the District Attorney will provide a more comprehensive
delivery of justice and public protection.

The Court System has provided a trim, yet responsible, fiscal

note and the Court House in Dillingham was originally built with the

eventual acquisition of a Superior Court in mind.

P.O Box 886 = Bethel, Alaska 99559 « (907) 543-3541



Senator
Senate Finance Committee
[€ SB 320, continued

Combined with passage of DD 520, these factore lay the groundwork
for a system that will address the needs of Dristol Day residents
while relieving substantial stress on an overburdened Anchorage
Court system. Ibelieve this is what is commonly referred to as a

"win-win” situation.

Also, the attached letter will further illustrate the fact that
Dristol Day, as a region, will benefit from this action. Although the
Superior Court will be physically located in the City of Dillingham,
people throughout Dristol Day will be provided ajustice system

equitable to other areas of Alaska.

During my frequent conversations with Terry Hoefferle, CEO of
the Dristol Day Native Corporation, he raises an alarming point.
unaer the current system, the region's young people are seeing
criminais - who endanger the lives and safety of local residents -
simply walk away, in many instances, for iack of a proper delivery of

justice. What are our children to make of this message?

Thank you for your attention to this important matte-,
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BRISTOL BAY NATIVE ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 310
DILLINGHAM, ALASKA 99S76
PHONE (907) W2-S357

February 29, 1996
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Senator Rick Halford

Co-Chair Senate Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol {MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Halford:

Several weeks ago, 80 to 90 community members met with Bruce
Botelho, Laurie Otto, and Ken Goldman, to air their concerns
about the need to reestablish the District Attorneys office
here.

Speaker after speaker expressed their concerns that too many
Dillingham cases were being dismissed by the Anchorage
District Attorney"s office. They stated that this practice
does not send the right message because there is little
threat of punishment and no incentive to mend ones ways.

Mr. Goldman suggested that the high dismissal rate was
caused by improperly prepared cases. This was quite a
surprise because we have seen nothing to date to support
this contention. I suspect the truth in the matter lies
elsewhere. When the District Attorney comes to town, he 1is
"extremely busy and very cognizant of airline schedules so he
can get back to Anchorage for the weekend.

We mean no disrespect for the Anchorage office because 1 am
sure they are overloaded with work and short on funding.
However, the impact of not having local prosecutors and
judges will be magnified in future felony cares because
there case dismissal are sending the wrong message.

141 Main Street « P.O. Box 889 « Dillingham. Alaska 99576

City HiD (907) 842-5211 « Finance Department « (907) 80-5225 « PublleWnrta mm(907) 842-0148 « Fix (907) 842-3651
Fite Department (907) 842-2283 =« Ubiary/Museum (907) 842-5610 * Polio: D.partmexit (907) 80-5334 < Senior Cantor (907)842-1231
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while the community®s original intention were to ask for
reinstatement of the District Attorney"s office here/ Mr.
Botelho suggested that justice would be better served to ask
for a Superior Court judge and this would automatically
require a resident District Attorney. I might add that our
courthouse had an office designated for a Superior Court
Judge some fifteen years ago but .it was never occupied.

In the meantime, the population and crime level has
significantly increased.

We are pleased to note that Mr, Botelho"e office is
supporting your bill SB320 and are gratified that you have
taken the time to listen to us. This effort will not only
have a beneficial impact cn Dillingham but, on all of the
communities in Southwestern Alaska.

Thank you again.

Sincerely
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STATE OF ALASKA Gill Version:. 6 370
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) Publish Dale:  7/7.vV »
Revision Oats: Oept. Affected: Alaaka Court System
Title: New superiorcourtjudge tor DIlIHigham BRU: Trial Courts

Component:

Sponeor Senate Finence
Requestor: Senate Judidary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 768
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FYO00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES 201.8 201.8 201.8 201.6 201.8 201.8
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES 2.0 2.0 20 2.0 2.0 2.0
EQUIPMENT 23.0

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS ACLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 226.8 203.8 2038 203.8 203.8 203.8

| CAPTTAL EXPENDm JRES
[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

Fund Source (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 226.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8
1005 GF/Program Fleceipls

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other

TOTAL 226.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8 203.8

Estimate of any current year (FY 96) cost: None

Positions

Full-Time 2.0 ~0 2.0 2.0 2lo 2.0
Part-Time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page 'Lnecessary)

See attached analysis.
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Prepared by: C. S. Christensen Ill, Staff Counsel H $ _ Phone: 264-8228
Agency: Alaska Court System - Date: 04/01/96
1 / /
T v Iyt
Approved by.  Arthur H. Snowden, I, Administrative Director | yy V Dale: 04/01/96

Agency: Alaska Court System ~

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
It:)! PM
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Alaska Court System
Fiscal Analysts
5JL32A

Phif?<nal ?eryjcgs
Position

Superior Court Judge, PFT, 12 months, Dillingham

In-Coort Clerk/Secretary, range/step 12A, PFT. 12 months, Dillingham

Swptigs

Office supplies (or new positions

Equipment (one-time cost!

Desk, chair, filing cabinet and computer equipment for new positions

Total Personal Services

Conversion of public law library to electronic format

Total Equipment

Estimated Total Cost

Salary

*103,590
31,824

Benflfltt

$52,795
13,649

Total

$156,391
45373

201,764

2,000

7,000
16,000

23,000

226,764
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