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IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N IN E T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SE SS IO N

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsor(s): S E N A T O R  E L L I S

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  

”A n  Act requiring criminal background checks before certain persons m a y  be 

employed in a nursing h o m e  or assisted living facility; and prohibiting the 

hiring or retention of certain nursing h o m e  and assisted living facility employees 

convicted of specified offenses.”

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. A S  18 .20  is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 18 .20 .302 . C R IM IN A L  B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K  FO R  E M P L O Y E E S , (a )

I
A  nursing fac ility  m ay not em p loy  an ind iv idua l in a paid position that the departm ent 
has determ ined is covered  by this section , according to its regu la tions, un less the 
ind iv idua l, b e fo re  beginning em p loym en t,

(1 )  provides to the fac ility  a sworn statement as to whether the individual 1
has been convicted o f  an o ffen se  described in (c ) o f  this section;

(2 )  p rov ides to the fac ility  the results o f  a nam e-check c rim ina l
backg round investigation that was com pleted by the Departm ent o f  Pub lic  S a fe ty  no J
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m ore than 3 0  days be fo re  the ind iv idua l is hired; and
(3 )  subm its to the fa c ility  tw o fu l l sets o f  the individual's fingerp rin ts.

(b ) W itn in  3 0  days a fte r em p loy ing  an ind iv idua l in a paid position , nursing 
fa c ility  sh a ll submit to the Departm ent o f  Pub lic Safety the fingerprints obtained under
(a ) (3 )  o f  this section. The Departm ent o f  Pub lic Sa fe ty sha ll submit the fingerp rin ts to 
the Federa l Bureau o f  Investigation fo r  a national c rim ina l h istory record check. W hen 
the resu lts are received, the departm ent sha li advise the fa c ility  o f

(1 )  the date on which the fingerprin t background check was com pleted ;
and

(2 )  whether the check shows that the individual has committed an o ffense 
described in (c ) o f  this section.

(c ) A  nursing fac ility  m ay not hire o r  retain an em p loyee who has been 
convicted o f  an offense listed in the department’ s regulations as being an o ffense covered 
by this section.

*  Sec . 2 . A S  4 7 .3 3  is amended by adding a new section to artic le 1 to read:
Sec. 4 7 .3 3 .1 0 0 . C R IM IN A L  B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K  FO R  E M P L O Y E E S , (a ) 

A n  assisted liv ing hom e may not em p lo y  an ind iv idua l in a paid position that the 
app licab le  licensing agency has determ ined is covered by this section, accord ing to its 
regu la tions, unless the ind iv idua l, be fo re  beginning em p loym ent,

(1 )  p rovides to the home a sworn statement as to whether the ind iv idua l 
has been convicted o f  an o ffen se  described in (c ) o f  this section ; and

(2 ) provides to the home the results o f  a name-check crim inal background 
investigation that was com pleted by the Departm ent o f  Pub lic  Sa fe ty no m ore than 3 0  ! 
days b e fo re  the individual is hired; and

(3 )  submits to the home tw o fu ll sets o f  the individual's fingerp rin ts .
(b ) W ith in  3 0  days afte r em p loy ing  an individual in a paid position , an assisted

liv in g  hom e shall subm it to the Departm ent o f  Pub lic Sa fe ty  the fingerprints obtained 
under (a ) ( 3 )  o f  this section. The Departm ent o f  Pub lic  Sa fe ty sha ll subm it the 
fingerp rin ts to the Federal Bureau o f  Investigation fo r  a national crim ina l h isto ry record 
check. W hen the resu lts are received, the department sh a ll advise the hom e o f

(1 )  the date on which the f i \  .mprint background check was com p leted ; ;
and
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(2 ) whether the check shows that the individual has comm itted an o ffense 
described in (c ) o f  this section.

(c ) A n  assisted liv ing  hom e m ay not h ire o r retain an em p loyee w ho has been 
convicted  o f  an o ffen se  listed in the regu la tions o f  the app licab le licensing agency as 
being an o ffe n se  covered by this section.

*  Sec . 3. A S  4 7 .3 3 .9 2 0  is amended to read:
Sec. 4 7 .3 3 .9 2 0 . R E G U L A T IO N S . The com m iss ioner o f  health and soc ia l 

services and the com m issioner o f  adm inistration each m ay adopt regulations to carry out 
the p rov is ion s  o f  this chapter, inc lud ing regu lations regarding licensure and renew al 
requirements, license app lication and renew al procedures; app lication and license fees; 
types, du ration , renewal, and trans fe rab ility  o f  licenses; sta ffing  and hom e operation 
standards; and variances to licensure and operating standards. Regulations adopted under 
this chap ter m ay p rov ide fo r  the w a ive r o r  m od ification  o f  the requirements o f  this 
chapter fo r  homes w ith few er than six residents excep t th a t the reg u la tio n s  m ay  no t 
p ro v id e  f o r  w a iv e r o r  m od ific a tion  o f  the re q u irem en ts  o f  A S  4 7 .3 3 .1 0 0 .

* Sec . 4. A P P L IC A B IL IT Y , (a ) A S 1 8 .2 0 .3 0 2 (a ) and (b ), added by sec. 1 o f  this A ct, and 
A S  4 7 .3 3 .1 0 0 (a )  and (b ) , added by sec. 2  o f  th is Act, app ly  o n ly  to persons hired on o r  a fte r 
the e ffe c t iv e  date o f  this A c t and m ay not be construed to m od ify  a co lle c tive  barga in ing 
ag reem ent in e ffe c t on  the e ffe c tiv e  date o f  this Act.

(b ) A S  1 8 .2 0 .3 0 2 (c ), added by sec. 1 o f  this Act, and A S  4 7 .3 3 .1 0 0 (c ) , added by sec. 
2  o f  th is A ct, do not app ly  to convictions f o r  o ffen ses that w ere com m itted b e fo re  the * 
e ffe c tiv e  date o f  this Act i f  the o ffen se  was com m itted  by a person who was h ired b e fo re  the 
e ffe c t iv e  date o f  th is Act.

(c )  N otw ithstand ing  (a ) and (b ) o f  th is section , un til the e ffe c tive  date o f  new 
regu la tions adopted to im p lem ent this Act, regu lations that are in e ffec t on the e ffe c tiv e  date 
o f  th is A ct rem ain  en fo rceab le  to the extent that they pertain to retention o r  nonre ten tion o f  
an adm in is tra to r o r  care p rov id e r in an assisted liv in g  hom e based on c rim ina l o ffen ses

in the regu la tions.
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Date R e fe rre d  to Comm ittee : A p ril 1 9 ,1 9 9 6 F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :

Date o f  Comm ittee Action:

T he J U D IC IA R Y  Comm ittee considered: 

C S F O R  SEN A TE  BELL  NO . 2 9 6 (JU D )

C SSB  296 (J

N U R S IN G  H O M E  & A SSTD  L IV IN G  E M P L O Y

“ An A ct requ iring  c rim ina l background checks be fo re  certain persons m ay be employed in  a nu rsing  hem e o r  assi 
liv in g  fac ility ; and proh ib iting the h iring  o r  re ten tion o i certa in  nu rsing  home and assisted liv in g  fa c ility  empl<>
convicted o f  specified offenses.”

recommends it be replaced nr? / /TL, I ] the same title
with the following committee substitute ,/ q  /// ~)/y f u ^ ' b j  [  <3-ertiew title

[ J add itional re ferra l t o __________________________ C o m m ittee
[ 1 attached  am en d m en t(s)

A D O P T S :__________________________________ L e tte r  o f  In ten t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F IS C A L  N O T E (s): {Dep0 A P P R O V E S  P R E V IO U S :

( ] fiscal no te(s)    [ ] fisca l n o t e ( s )  _

[ J zero  fiscal no te(s) ___________________ f ‘̂ K zero fiscal no te(s) S

_______________________________________________________  / / '  5 5  J__________________________________

C H A I R ' S  S I G N A T U R E

S IG N IN G  W ITH  R EC O M M EN D A T IO N S
z
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A M E N D M E N T

O F F E R E D  IN  T H E  S E N A T E  
T O : C S SB  2 9 6 (J U D )

Page 3 , lines 16 - 2 0 :
D e le te  a ll m ateria l and insert:

"*  Sec . 4 . A P P L IC A B IL IT Y , (a ) A S 18 .20 .302 (a ) and (b ) , added by sec. 1 o f  this A ct, 
and AS 4 7 .3 3 .1 0 0 (a ) and ( t ) ,  added by sec. 2 o f  this Act, app ly on ly  to persons h ired on o r  
a fte r the e ffective date o f  this Act and may not be construed to m od ify  a co llec tive  bargain ing 
ag reem ent in e ffe c t on the e ffe c tive  date o f  this Act.

(b ) AS 18 .2 0 .3 0 2 (c ), added by sec. 1 o f  this Act, and A S  4 7 .3 3 .1 0 0 (c ) , added by sec. 
2  o f  this Act, do not app ly to convictions fo r o ffenses that w ere com m itted  b e fo re  the 
e ffe c tive  date o f  this A ct i f  the offense was committed bv a person w ho was h ired b e fo re  the 
e ffe c tiv e  date o f  this Act.

(c )  Notw ithstanding (a ) and (b ) o f  this section, until the e ffe c tiv e  date o f  new  
regu la tions adopted to im plem ent this Act, regulations that are in e ffe c t on the e ffe c tiv e  date 
o f  this Act remain en fo rceab le  to the extent that they pertain to reten tion o r  nonre ten tion  o f  
an adm in istra to r o r care p rov id e r in an assisted liv ing home based on c rim ina l o ffen se s  
described in the regu la tions."

-1-



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

•Si'ti.ilc I li'yllli. lulm.ilion jiuI 
Sik i.tl Svrviu'N Ci'inmilicc

While in 'miwi 
SiiiiiMl.ipiinl. |(m •>
limi.Mii. M.iska WHO I

CM") iin-ro i 
lax; curl Kn-jS2‘)

Drpanmrni ill llivlth and Social 
Strvuvs IlmlRd Nilvoinmillw While n: \mlinriini'

"Id WV'I illi Air Sif. i in 
Aiuhiiranc. Alaska 'i>)s()|

190" I IsK-HIOd 
(*>0“l JsH-ss'l

I (qunmcm t'l Ijw 
ItutlKvi shIh ommiitc-c

S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  2 9 6  ( J U D )

S e n a t e  B i l l  2 9 6  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  a  c r im i n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  t h a t  
w o u ld  i n c lu d e  a  f i n g e r p r i n t  c h e c k  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  
o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  i n  a  n u r s i n g  h o m e  o r  
a s s i s t e d  l i v in g  f a c i l i t y .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C h i ld  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 9 3 ,  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  
V i o l e n t  C r im e  C o n t r o l  a n d  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  A c t  o f  1 9 9 4 ,  s t r o n g l y  
e n c o u r a g e s  s t a t e s  t o  im p le m e n t  t h e s e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  p r o c e d u r e s  
t o  e n a b le  e m p lo y e r s  t o  l e a r n  b e f o r e h a n d  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a n t ' s  
f i t n e s s  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l l  b e in g  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  e l d e r l y  o r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  W e  w o r k e d  c l o s e ly  w i t h  t h e  F B I  t o  a s s u r e  
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  N C P A , P u b l i c  L a w  9 2 - 5 4 4  C r i t e r i a ,  a n d  s t r i c t  
f e d e r a l  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  O u r  b i l l  h a s  r e c e i v e d  s t r o n g  
s u p p o r t  a n d  a p p r o v a l  f r o m  t h e  A c c e s s  I n t e g r i t y  U n i t  o f  t h e  F B I .

A b u s e ,  n e g le c t  a n d  e x p lo i t a t i o n  o f  v u ln e r a b l e  a d u l t s  i n  n u r s i n g  
h o m e s  a n d  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  r e c e i v i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n t i o n  o n  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  le v e l .  A  " 2 0 / 2 0 "  p r o g r a m  t h a t  f e a t u r e d  h i d d e n  c a m e r a  
f o o t a g e  o f  n u r s i n g  h o m e  a t t e n d a n t s  h i t t i n g  a n d  o t h e r w i s e  a b u s i n g  a n d  
s t e a l i n g  f r o m  r e s i d e n t s  p r o m p t e d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  C r im i n a l s  p r e y i n g  
o n  v u ln e r a b l e  a d u l t s  i n  n u r s i n g  h o m e s  a n d  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  
o u t r a g e s  e v e r y o n e .

A la s k a  h a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f a s t e s t  g r o w in g  s e n i o r  p o p u la t i o n s  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  A s s i s t e d  L iv in g  F a c i l i t i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  r e la t i v e l y  n e w  i n d u s t r y  
t h a t  i s  e x p a n d i n g  r a p i d l y  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h i s  p o p u la t i o n .  W e  
m u s t  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h o s e  u n a b le  p r o t e c t  
t h e m s e lv e s .  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 9 6  i s  a  c r im e  p r e v e n t i o n  b i l l .  T h o s e  m o s t  
l i k e l y  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  s u c h  a b u s e  w i l l  n o t  b e  p e rm i t t e d  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e s e  
f a c i l i t i e s .

1 s i r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  le g i s l a t i o n  t o  s c o p  t h o s e  w h o  
w o u ld  p r e y  o n  t h e  m o s t  h e lp l e s s  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y .



B I L L :  S B  2 9 6  S H O R T  T I T L E :  N U R S I N G  H O M E  & A S S T D  L I V I N G  E M P L O Y E E S

B I L L  V E R S I O N :  C S S B  2 9 6 ( J U D )

S P O N S O R ( S ) : S E N A T O R ( S )  E L L I S

C U R R E N T  S T A T U S :  (H) J U D  S T A T U S  D A T E :  0 4 / 1 9 / 9 6

T I T L E :  " A n  A c t  r e q u i r i n g  c r i m i n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  b e f o r e  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  m a y  

b e  e m p l o y e d  i n  a n u r s i n g  h o m e  o r  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t y ;  a n d  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  

h i r i n g  o r  r e t e n t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  n u r s i n g  h o m e  a n d  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  

e m p l o y e e s  c o n v i c t e d  o f  s p e c i f i e d  o f f e n s e s . "

0 2 / 1 2 / 9 6 2 3 8 5 (S) R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  -  R E F E R R A L ( S )

0 2 / 1 2 / 9 6 2 3 8 5 (S) J U D I C I A R Y

0 4 / 1 6 / 9 6 3 2 6 0 (S) J U D  R P T  C S  5 D P  N E W  T I T L E

0 4 / 1 6 / 9 6 3 2 6 0 (S) Z E R O  F N  T O  C S  ( D H S S )

0 4 / 1 6 / 9 6 3 2 6 0 (S) Z E R O  F N  T O  C S  ( D P S )

0 4 / 1 8 / 9 6 3 3 5 9 <S) R U L E S  T O  C A L E N D A R  4 / 1 8 / 9 6

0 4 / 1 8 / 9 6 3 3 6 0 (S) R E A D  T H E  S E C O N D  T I M E

0 4 / 1 9 / 9 6 3 3 6 0 (S) J U D  C S  A D O P T E D  U N A N  C O N S E N T

0 4 / 1 8 / 9 6 3 3 6 0 (S) A D V A N C E D  T O  T H I R D  R E A D I N G  U N A N  C O N S E N T

0 4 / 1 8 / 9 6 3 3 6 0 <S) R E A D  T H E  T H I R D  T I M E  C S S B  2 9 6 ( J U D )

0 4 / 1 8 / 9 6 3 3 6 1 (S) P A S S E D  Y 1 8  N -  E l  A 1

0 4 / 1 8 / 9 6 3 3 6 8 (S) T R A N S M I T T E D  T O  (H)

0 4 / 1 9 / 9 6 3 8 7 3 (H) R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  -  R E F E R R A L ( S )

0 4 / 1 9 / 9 6 3 8 7 3 (H) J U D I C I A R Y



Revision Date: April 18.1996____________________  Dept. Affected: Public Safety_________
Title: An Act requiring fingerprint criminal__________  BRU:__________________________________

checks person employed in nursing home Component: ______________________
Sponsor: Senator Ellis__________________________  ______________________
Requesto Senate Judiciary______________________  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. __________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)________ __________

F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O : C S S B  2 9 6 ( J U D )

1 9 9 5  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

The Department of Public Safety supports fingerprint based criminal history background checks as part of the 
background investigation prior to employment or licensing for sensitive positions who come in routine contact with 
dependent adults. This bill proposes such a requirement for nursing homes and assisted living facilities.

Prepared By: Kenneth E. Bischoff. Director
Division: Administrative Servi

Approved by 
Agency:

Phone 465-4336
Date: April 18, 1996

Date: ^
RontTB L. Otte. Dept, of Public Safety 
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1996' LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E
B I L L  N O .  C S S B 296 ( l u r f t

Revision Data: 
Title:

Health an d  Social Services

llticki’ntiiml Checks fur Nursini* Home/
Assisted l.ivinu Home Employees

Sponsor:
Requestor:

Senator KillsSenate .Inditiarv
Dept. Affacted:_0RU:
Component:
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. #245

See also ( S N t f ) : _____

Medical Assistance Administration 

Certification &  L i c e n s i n g _________

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands o4 Oollsrs)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY97 FY98 FY99 FYOO FY01 FY02
PERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.
TRAVEL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.
CONTRACTUAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.-
SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.
EQUIPMENT 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.
LAND 4 STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANOESIN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Faderal Recaiots
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/F*rogram Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (please speedy)

TOTAL 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0
Estimate of any current year IFY96) cost: 
POSITIONS:

40 .0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
N ursing H om es are already visited annually by the Certification and Licensing Unit. A check for com pliance with this bill cou ld  be done at the annual site visit, thus not adding any additional co st for verification.

Prepared by: Carol I .limnerDivision:
A pproved by C om : A g e n c y :

Phone: 465-3355 Date: 04/16/96
Date:

l>ei):irtnieni n f llenllh  & Social Services

PREPARER TO  PRO VID E ALL DISTRIBUTION C O P IE S  TO  G O V E R N O R S  LEG ISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution inform ation, call the Govonor’s Legislative O ffice
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U .S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  J u s t i c e

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Wtihingion, D. C. 20535

F e b r u a r y  28, 1996

H o n o r a b l e  J o h n n y  E l lis 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a pitol, R o o m  9 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

A t t e n t i o n :  Ms. L y n n  K e n n e y
L e g i s l a t i v e  A i d e

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Ellis:

R e f e r e n c e  is m a d e  to y o u r  fac s i m i l e s  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  23,
a n d  F e b r u a r y  9, 1996, w i t h  e n closures, r e q u e s t i n g  a r e v i e w  of 
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which, if a p p r o v e d  u nder P u b l i c  L a w  
(Pub. L.) 92-544, w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  n a t i o n a l  c r i m i n a l  h i s t o r y  
b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  of n u r s i n g  h o m e  and a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  
em p l o y e e s .  R e f e r e n c e  is a l s o  m a d e  t o  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
b e t w e e n  Ms. L y n n  K e n n e y  of y o u r  s taff and Ms. C o n n i e  A h r e n s  of m y  
s t a f f  of J a n u a r y  26, and F e b r u a r y  9, 1996.

T h e  A c c e s s  I n t e g r i t y  U n i t  legal s t aff has c o m p l e t e d  its
r e v i e w  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s lation, Senate Bi l l  296, w h i c h  
p e r t a i n s  t o  b a c k g r o u n d  ch e c k s  of p r o s p e c t i v e  e m p l o y e e s  of n u r s i n g  
h o m e s  a n d  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  facilities. The language, if e n a c t e d  
as c u r r e n t l y  drafted, w o u l d  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  Pub. L. 92-544 for 
a c c e s s  t o  FBI c r i m i n a l  h i s t o r y  r e c o r d  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( C H R I ) . W h e n  
e n a c t e d  i n t o  law, a c o m p l e t e  c o p y  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 
r e s u b m i t t e d  f o r  our final review.

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  th i s  matter, 
p l e a s e  do  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  call Ms. A h r e n s  at (304) 625-2864.

Si n c e r e l y  y o u r s

B e n n i e  F. B r e w e r  ( ]
C hief w
P r o g r a m s  S u p p o r t  S e c t i o n  
Criminal J u s t i c e  I n f o r m a t i o n

Se r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n



O L D E R  P E R S O N S  A C T I O N  G R O U P ,  I n c

325 E 3rd. Avt., #300 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2606 
(907) 276-1059 (Toll free 800-476-1059) 
FAX (007) 278-6724

M arch 2 6 , 1996

Senato r Johnny E llis  
A la ska  State Leg is la tu re 
State C ap ito l 
Juneau, A K  99 80 1  -1 1 8 2

D ea r Sena to r E llis :

The O ld e r Persons A c tion  G rou p , Inc. urges you  to support SB  2 1 1 . T h is b ill m akes it a 
c rim e fo r  an ind iv idua l to abuse o r  otherw ise endanger vu lne rab le  adu lts entrusted to 
their care. W hen  law  en fo rcem en t and ju d ic ia l o ffic ia ls  re fuse to prosecute perpetra tors 
o f  abuse because there is no sp ec ific  law  against these acts, we must take action to 
p rec lude repetition o f  these c rim es. S B  211 fu lf i l ls  this need and we s trong ly  urge you  to 
support this leg is la tion

O P A G  a lso  endorses S B  2 9 6  w h ich  requires a fingerp rin t background check b e fo re  
certain persons m ay be em p lo yed  in a nursing hom e o r assisted liv in g  fac ility . E ld e rly  
liv in g  in these fac ilitie s  are p a rticu la r ly  vu ln e rab le  to c rim ina ls who find  ready 
em p loym en t in these fac ilitie s . The requirem ent fo r  a fingerp rin t backg round check is a 
prudent m anagement practice to  p roh ib it persons w ith v io len t o r c rim ina l backgrounds 
from  caring fo r  the e ld e r ly . I u rge you  to support SB  296 .

S ince re ly ,

Sara L . M cC u llough  
President
B oa rd  o f  D irec to rs

&  ^  * * * * *  f



A r c
o f  A n c h o r a g e

T h e

2211-A Area Drive, Anchorage, Alaska 99 '8 (907) 277-6677 Fax (907) 272-2161 March 25, 1996
The Honorable Johnny Ellis Alaska State Legislature State Capitol Juneau, AK
Dear Senator Ellis:I would like to commend you on SB 211 and SB 296. I feel that these bills are extremely important to the welfare and protection of senior citizens within the state of Alaska.After reviewing both bills, there is only one comment that I would like to make regarding these bills. I feel that nursing homes, assisted living homes, and foster care placements should be required to post the numbers that a person can call anonmously if they have been witness to acts of abuse or neglect. These numbers should be posted so both the consumers and the staff have access to the numbers. I have been in some nursing homes recently and have yet to see these numbers. When I asked the staff, I was told that they aren't required to post these numbers. I have noticed that at API the number for Disability Law Center was posted for the consumers. I am not sure if your legislation could "add" this into the language under “Reporting of Abuse" or whether another piece of legislation needs to be drafted. This legislation could then include all of the special needs population.Again, on behalf of the Arc of Anchorage, I would like to commend you on pursuing this much needed legislation. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 277-6677.Sincerely,
John Thomas, Deputy Director

A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n  m e n t a l  r e ta r d a t io nformerly known as the Assooation for Retarded Citizens of Anchorage



2363 Captain Cook Drive Anchorage, Alaska 99517 March 21, 1996
Senator Johnny Ellis Alaska State Legislature State Capitol (MS 3100) Juneau, Alaska 99801*1182

As a senior citizen who has spend many years in Alaska advocating for vulnerable individuals- children, younger adults and now the senior population, I was stunned to learn that we had no laws that made abuse or neglect of the elderly a crime. My father spent seven and a half years at Providence Extended Care Facility and I was ignorant all that time of this fact!!I was heartened to learn that you had introduced SB 211 and SB 296 and pleased that these bills have passed through the Senate Committees. I trust that the House will view them as the very important bills that they are and that we will see them signed into law this session. I would hate to think that as our senior population continues to grow, incidences of abuse and neglect are allowed to continue without some safeguards on those so inclined to abuse, neglect and exploit the elderly.I want you to know how very much I appreciate your caring and concern around important 'people' issues in our very complex world--our children, vulnerable families and adults of all ages. I applaud your efforts and willingness to work on behalf of some of the issues that are not all that popular at this time. I thank you for all that you have done through the years. I know that many of the good things that have happened have happened because you were there.

RE: SB 211 and SB 296



March 12, 1996

h 'c n c ra b le  Johnny  E l l i s
S t a t e  C a p i t c l
J u n e a u , A la k s a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r S e n a t o r  E l l i s :

Thank you  f c r  i n t r o d u c in g  S e n a te  B i l l  2 1 1  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  v u ln e r ­
a b le  a d u l t s  from  a b u se  and n e g le c t .

We have ac kn ow led g ed  t h a t  seme a d u l t s ,  su ch  a s  th e  e l d e r l y  and th e  
h a n d ic a p p e d , a r e  m ore  v u ln e r a b le  th a n  e t h e r s .  SB 211  i d e n t i f i e s  and d e f i n e s  
a c t s  w h ich  e n d an g e r t h e  w e l f a r e  c f  v u ln e r a b le  a d u l t s .  T h is  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  i s  
n e e d e d .

S e n a te  B i l l  2 9 6  i s  c f  e q u a l im p o r ta n c e . L e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  f i n g e r  
p r i n t  c r im in a l  b a c kg ro u n d  c h e c k s  f c r  p e r s o n s  s e e k in g  em p loym ent i n  a  n u r s in g  
home o r  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  i s  b a d ly  n e ed ed . Many r e s id e n t s  i n  n u r s in g  
home o r  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  la c k  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  c c itm un ica te  t h e i r  
n e ed s  c r  f o l l o w  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  c f  t h e i r  c a r e g i v e r .  W h ile  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  
b a c kg ro u n d  c h e c k s  w i l l  n o t  i n s u r e  c om p e te n t c a r e ,  rh e v  w i l l  do much t o  
e l im in a t e  some p o t e n t i a l  r i s k s .

I  s t r o n g ly  s u p p o r t  b o th  S e n a te  B i l l  2 1 1  and S e n a te  B i l l  2 9 6 .

S i n c e r e ly ,

4 1 5  W illo u g h b y  #414 
Ju n e a u , AK 9 9 80 1
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I cannot be a t the 1:30PM hea ring today fo r SB211 bu t want to  express my suppo rt 
o f i t  as w e ll as fo r SE3296. As the mother o f a 42 year o ld  m en ta lly  i l l  daughter 
who w i l l  l i k e l y  need to  be in  an a s s is te d  l i v in g  f a c i l i t y  fo r  the re s t o f her 
l i f e ,  and as one in  th a t age b racke t where I  see c lo se  fr ie n d s  go ing in to  a 
v a r ie t y  o f re t irem e n t homes, I see the need fo r  c lo se  supe rv is io n  o f employees 
in  a s s is te d  l iv in g  f a c i l i t i e s .  The p o te n t ia l fo r  abuse is  g rea t and, as the 
p o p u la t io n  in  Alaska in c re a s in g ly  "g re y s ," i t  is  u rgen t th a t we deve lop s t r i c t  
g u id e - l in e s  and m a in ta in  p roper su p e rv is io n  o f a l l  employees in  both re tirem e n t 
f a c i l i t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  housing the m e n ta lly  i l l .

As P re s id en t o f both AAMI (The ANCHORAGE A ll ia n c e  fo r  the M en ta lly  111) and 
CARTA (C en tra l A laska R e tire d  Teachers) I urge passage o f both SB211 and SB296.

Lo la J . Reed, 831 W. 19th A ve ., Anchorage, AK 99503, (907) 279-3006.

S e n a t o r  T a y l o r :

D is t r ib u t io n :

To: Robin Tay lo r > FAX:19074653922

C o m p u S e r v e  M a i l  ( 9 6 0 3 2 0 1 8 3 6 1 9  1 0 3 6 6 6 . 2 2 0 3  J H Q 7 3 - 2 )  P a g e  1 o f  1



Ms. Jean Williams
HC 02 Box 7470
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 745-4000
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: U Date POM Sent: 03/15/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 17
Subject:
Message: PLEASE SUPPORT THE BILLS TO PROTECT ELDERLY PEOPLE.

Mrs. Louise G Harris
PO Box 874287
Wasilla AK 99687 Phone: 373-3962
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: THIS LAW WOULD BE IMPORTANT FOR PROTECTING VULNERABLE ADULTS IN NURSING HOMES. 

SOME RESIDENTS HAVE BEEN SEVERELY MISTREATED BY EMPLOYEES. PLEASE VOTE FOR 
THIS BILL.

Mr. John L Weisenberger
PO Box 34
Palmer AK 996̂ 5 Phone: 745-3030
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: HOW COULD ANYONE NOT SUPPORT THIS MATTER71 ?!

Mr Kenneth Riley
HC01 Box 6930A
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 746-6299
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: MY WIFE, IDA, AND I SUPPORT THIS BILL.



Mrs. Harriet Z McRae
PO Box 771
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 000-0000
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: I STRONGLY SUPPORT THIS BILL AND WILL APPRECIATE YOUR CONSIDERATION.

Mrs. Wanda P Marrs
PO Box 520
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 745-3313
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: U Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: I SUPPORT BILL 296.

Mr. Horace J Woodworth
PO Box 3556
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 745-4800
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: I SUPPORT SB296.

Mrs. Elouise M Smith
PO Box 765
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 745-3877
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: I STRONGLY SUPPORT SB296. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE.



Mr. Orville C Wertzbaugher
HC02 Box 7826-A2
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 745-2963
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N

Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: I SUPPORT THIS BILL 100%.

Mrs. Rosalinci LC Moffett
HC04 Box 9367
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 745-5421
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: PLEASE SUPPORT THIS BILL ON MY BEHALF.

Mrs. Helen L Dolenc
825 S Diomede
Palmer AK 99645 Phone: 745-3932
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: Y Date POM Sent: 03/21/96 Consitutent: N

Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Supports Distribution: 05
Subject:
Message: PLEASE, PLEASE PASS THIS BILL NOW.

Mr Jimmie Laughlin
Box 878477
Wasilla AK 99654 Phone: 745-3596
Affiliation: Reg. Voter: U Date POM Sent: 03/28/96 Consitutent: N
Bill Number: SB 296 Response: Amend Distribution: 20
Subject:
Message: GIVE ME ONE REASON WHY NOT A BACKGROUND CHECK.


