


From the desk o f 
Representative Jerry Sanders

/ ff a d  1 6 . 1 9 9 6

"Dcox l&liM,

“ 7 io n i y o u  fo x - y o u r  d o  f a t t  n o te  o n  r f 3 4  t i l t  m o x n ln y  O t S t o ic  / ff fo lm .

9  m u lt i e ffa e c ia t e  i t  i f  y o u  c o u ld  td e d u t e  t i l t  x e to lu tlo n  I *  9 ¥ o u te  fu d lc lo o y  
im m e d ia te ly  t o  t ia t  i t  m ill ia v c  a  le t t e r , d o u c e  o f t u a iln y  i t  to  t ie  io d o t  in  t i l t  
y e a x 't  e le c t io n . 9  fe d  a  9 0  d a y  t e t t io n  it  iu f fid e n t  tim e  to  c o n d u c t t ie  S t a t e 't  
iu t in e t t  a n d  c e r t a in ly  c o t t  e ffe c t iv e  d u e  to  d u d n d U n y  ( fo t e n o l " p u u d  ic v c n u c t ,
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Official Business

( A l a s k a  j ^ t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e

Chairman - Econom ic Development Committee
REPRESENTATIVE

J E R R Y  S A N D E R S
District 19

COMMITTEES Labor and Commerce 
Transportation

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H T R 3 4  

90  D A Y  S E S S I O N S

HJR 34 proposes a constitutional am endm ent to reduce the length o f the regular 
session from the existing 121 days to 90 days. I believe that the w ork of the 
Legislature, if organized properly, can be com pleted w ell w ithin this lim it.

The benefits to reducing the session length are substantial. M ost peop le  w ho o w n  a 
business or w ork a job for a salary have difficulty in taking the tim e necessary to 
com e to Juneau to conduct legislative business. Traveling to Juneau to  
com m unicate w ith  us is expensive. The m ore concentrated w e  m ake our 
L egislative session , the sooner w e w ill be hom e to m eet w ith  our constituents face 
to face w ith out exorbitant cost.

R educing the session  length  by one m onth w ill m ake it possib le for m ore people to 
m eet w ith  the representatives from their districts. I think this w ill be a big step in  
the right direction tow ard a true representative governm ent.

It w ill save u s m oney. A t $50,000 per day, a 31 day reduction w ill save the State 
$1.55 m illion .

I understand that opponents o f a reduction in the session length argue that this w ill 
just place m ore pow er in the hands o f the Adm inistration. I heartily disagree. The 
Legislature still has control o f the State's purse strings via the budgeting process. 
A dditionally , w e  as legislators still have the sam e responsibilities even  w hen w e  are 
not in session .

Anchorage 

716 W . 4 lh Ave. 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907) 258-6199

Slate Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801 -1182 

(907) 465-4945



F I S C A L  N O T E

R e v is io n  D a te : 3 / 2 0 / 9 6 ______________________________________________
T it le . C o n s t i tu t io n a l A m e n d e m e n t  R E : d u ra t io n  o f
th e  re g u la r  le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n _________________________________________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A1996 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N B I L L  N O . H JR 3 4
D ep t. A ffe c ted :
B R U : E le c t iv e  O p e ra t io n s

O f f i c e  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r

S p o n s o r :
R e q u e s te r :

R e p re s e n t a t iv e  S a n d e r s
C o m p o n e n t : G e n e ra l a n d  P r im a ry  E le c t io n s

H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O . 22
Expenditures/Revenues

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  9 7 F Y  9 8 F Y  9 9 F Y  1 0 0 F Y  0 1 F Y  0 2
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IP M E N T
L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C L A IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S

2 .2

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 2 .2 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 . 0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

IC H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S T T H E I
F U N D  S O U R C E (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
1 0 0 2  F e d e r a l R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 3  G F  M a tch
1 0 0 4  G F 2 .2
1 0 0 5  G F /P r o g ra m  R e c e ip ts
1 0 3 7  G F /M e n ta l H e a lth
O th e r
T O T A L 2 .2 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 . 0

E s t im a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 9 6 )  c o s t :  $ 0 .0

P O S IT IO N S
F U L L -T IM E 0
P A R T -T IM E 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0

A N A L Y S IS : (A t ta c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  if n e c e s s a r y )
This figure includes the cost o f providing inform ation about this issue in the O fficia l E lection P am phlet as 
required by A S  15 .58 , and the program m ing costs for counting votes cast on the m easure. H ow ever, only 
four m easures can be printed on a single ballot card. If this m easure requires printing an additional ballot 
card, the costs will increase by $53 .4 .

P re p a re d  by : 
D iv is io n :
A p p ro v e d  by

D a n a  L a T o u r
D iv is io n  o f  E le c t io n s

P h o n e :
D a te :

465-5347
3 / 2 0 / 9 6

A p p ro v e d  b y  y -  ^
C o m m is s io n e r : L t. G o v e r n o r  F ra n  U l m t ^ ' T x S ^ .  ,
A g e n c y : O f f ic e  o f  th e  L t. G o v e fo d r

p . D a te : 3 / 2 0 / 9 6

P R E P A R E R  T O  PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES T O  GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office

(Rev 11/95) 96risnot.xls/DBR Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

R e v is io n  D a t e :  ______________________________________________________________
T i t le :  “ P ro p o s in g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t io n  o f
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  re la t in g  t o  t h e  d u ra t io n  o f  a  r e g u la r  s e s s io n ."
S p o n s o r :  R e p re s e n t a t iv e  S a n d e rs _________________________________
R e q u e s t e r :  R e p re s e n t a t iv e  S a n d e rs _________________________________E xp en d itu res/R even u es

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A1996 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N B E L L  N O .  H J R  3 4

D e p t . A f f e c t e d :
> R U :  ___
.C o m p o n e n t :  ___

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a w
C iv i l D iv is io n
G e n e r a l L e g a l S e r v i c e s

C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O . 

(Thousands of Dollars)
2 0 8 7

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  9 7 F Y  9 8 F Y  9 9 F Y  0 0 F Y  0 1 F Y  0 2
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IP M E N T
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C L A IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S

F U N D  S O U R C E (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
1 0 0 2  F e d e r a l R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 3  G F  M a tc h
1 0 0 4  G F
1 0 0 5  G F /P ro g ra m  R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 6  G F /M H T IA
O th e r
T O T A L 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 9 6 )  c o s t : $ 0 . 0

P O S IT IO N S
F U L L -T IM E 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
P A R T -T IM E
T E M P O R A P Y

A N A L Y S IS : (A t ta c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y )
HJR 34 would place a ballot proposition before the voters at the next general election that would amend the 

state's Constitution to reduce the duration of a regular legislative session from 120 to 90 calendar days. If 
enacted, this resolution will not have a fiscal impact for the Department of Law, because it simply places the 
proposition before the voters.

R ; ,
o

O C to rP re p a re d  b y : 
D iv is io n :

R ic h a rd  I. P e g u e s .  D i r e c t o r  _________  r \ ______________________
A d m in is t r a t iv e  S e t v f c e s f t f r i ^

is s io n e r :____________________ B ru c e  M . B o t e lh o . f f i t o r n e v  G e n e ra lA p p ro v e d  b y  C o m m is s io n e r  
A g e n c y :

P h o n e . .
D a t e : .

D » te :

4 6 5 - 3 6 7 2
3 / 2 1 / 9 6

3 / 2 1 / 9 6
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a w

PREPARER TO  PROVIDE A LL  DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR 'S LEG ISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call tho Governor’s Legislative Office

(Rev 10/94) 96fisno.\ls/DBR Pago 1 of 1



STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

N O . __________
B IL L  V E R S IO N : H J R  3 4
P U B L IS H  D A T E :

Revision D a t e : ____________________________ D epartm ent A ffected: Legislative Affairs A gency
Title: Proposing an am end m ent to the__________  BR U : _____________Legislative Council_______
Constitution of the S ta te  of A laska  relating to the duration..._________ ________________________________________
Sponsor: R epresenta tive  S anders__________________  Com ponent: Session Expenses________
Requestor: R epresentative S and ers__________________  _____________Salaries & A llow ances

C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O :

Expenditures/R evenues: (T housands of Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G FY  97 FY 98 FY  99 FY  00 F Y  01 F Y  02
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S -1 ,1 4 0 .0 -1 ,1 4 0 .0 -1 ,1 4 0 .0 -1 ,1 4 0 .0 -1 ,1 4 0 .0 OoI

T R A V E L -75 .0 -75 .0 -75 .0 -7 5 .0 -7 5 .0 -75 .0
C O N T R A C T U A L -2 4 0 .0 -240 .0 -2 4 0 .0 -2 4 0 .0 -2 4 0 .0 -240 0
S U P P L IE S -30 .0 -30 .0 -3 0 .0 -3 0 .0 -3 0 .0 -30 .0
E Q U IP M E N T -1 5 .0 -15 .0 -1 5 .0 -1 5 .0 -1 5 .0 -15 .0
LA N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C L A IM S
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,500 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0

C A P IT A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

R E V E N U E  F U N D  S O U R C E 0 0 0 0 0 0

F U N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollars)
G E N E R A L  F U N D -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,500 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  F U N D  S O U R C E
T O T A L -1 ,500 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0 -1 ,5 0 0 .0

P O S IT IO N S :
F U L L -T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
P A R T -T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

E stim ate of current y e a r im pact:
A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a se p a ra te  p ag e  if necessary)

HJR 3 4  would am end th e  Constitution of the S tate  of Alaska by limiting the regular session to 90  days.
The  daily cost of a legislative session is $5 0 ,0 0 0 . A 90  day session would decrease  th e  cost of a regular 
session by $ 1 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

Prepared By: K arla Schofield , D eputy D ire c to r^ ^ t_ < 2u_£Lv f v  L a P hone: 4 6 5 -3 8 5 2
Division: Adm inistrative Services / i\ D ate : 3 / a i l q &

Approved By: P am ela  A. V arn i, Executive Director ’( i m h J W o J w
l I

I 1
Agency: Legislative Affairs Agency D ate: 7> \> \ \qL ,

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. F inance. Legislative Sponsor. Requestor, O M B , G o v . , & Im pacted  A gency(ies).
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Alaska State Legislature

L egislative R esearch A gency

P.O . Box Y 
Juneau, A K  99811-3100 

Phone: (907) 105-3991 

Fnx : (907) 163-3331

November 8 ,  1991

MEMORANDUM

TO: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Eugene K u b in a

FROM: Gordon S . H a r r is o n ,  D i r e c t o r 0
RE: The Case F o r and A g a in s t  a 90 -D ay L e g is la t i v e  S e s s io n

You asked f o r  a b r i e f  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  p ro s  and cons o f  a 9 0 -d a y  l i m i t  t o  th e  
le n g th  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n s .

A rgum en ts  Fo r a 9 0 -d a y  S e s s io n

L e g is la t o r s  c o n s t r a in e d  to  an an nua l s e s s io n  o f  90 days w i l l  p re sum ab ly  w o rk  
f a s t e r  and m ore p r o d u c t iv e ly  th a n  th e y  do u n de r a 1 2 0 -d a y  l i m i t .  Those 
p e o p le - - l e g is la t o r s  and n o n le g is la t o r s  a l ik e - -w h o  s u p p o r t  a 9 0 -d a y  l i m i t  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  a good d e a l o f  t im e  i s  w as te d  d u r in g  th e  s e s s io n :  f o r  e xam p le , 
c om m itte e s  h o ld  to o  many h e a r in g s ;  l e g i s l a t o r s  " s i t  on " l e g i s l a t i o n  to o  lo n g ;  
s t a f f  p roduce  to o  much in fo rm a t io n  and to o  many amendments and c om m itte e  
s u b s t i t u t e s  t o  b i l l s ;  and e v e ry o n e  d e v o te s  to o  much t im e  t o  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  
u n im p o r ta n t l e g i s l a t i o n  and p e t t y  b ic k e r in g .  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h i s  l i n e  o f  
a rg um en t, th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  s t a t e  can be t r a n s a c te d  more e f f i c i e n t l y  th a n  i t  
1s now, and a 9 0 -d a y  s e s s io n  l i m i t  w ou ld  compel th e  n e c e s s a ry  e f f i c i e n c y .

Fewer days in  s e s s io n  w ou ld  c o s t  le s s .  L e g is la t o r s '  p e r d iem  and s e s s io n  s t a f f  
s a la r ie s  w ou ld  be re d u c e d . The d i r e c t o r  o f  a d m in is t r a t iv e  s e r v ic e s  o f  th e  
L e g is la t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency e s t im a te s  t h a t  120 -day s e s s io n s  now c o s t  
a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  p e r  d a y . C u r t a i l i n g  s e s s io n s  by 30 days  c o u ld  t h e r e f o r e
save som e th in g  i n  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  $ 1 .5  m i l l i o n  p e r y e a r .

A ls o ,  a s h o r te r  s e s s io n  w ou ld  make l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v ic e  le s s  d i s r u p t i v e  t o  many 
l e g i s l a t o r s  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  m us t be u p ro o te d  and b u s in e s s e s  t h a t  m ust be 
l e f t  b e h in d  f o r  th e  s e s s io n .  I t  may be a rg u ed  t h a t  a 9 0 -d a y  s e s s io n  m ig h t make 
l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v ic e  f e a s ib le ,  o r  a t  le a s t  more a p p e a lin g ,  t o  many p e o p le  who
ca n n o t d e v o te  f o u r  m on ths p e r  y e a r  t o  s e s s io n s  in  Juneau .

A rgum ents A g a in s t  a 9 0 -d a y  S e s s io n

The m ain a rgum en t a g a in s t  s h o r t  s e s s io n s  i s  t h a t  bad l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  more l i k e l y - "  
t o  r e s u l t  from  th e  h u r r ie d  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  com p lex  p o l ic y  is s u e s .  O pponen ts 
o f  a s h o r te r  s e s s io n  do n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t im e  i s  w as ted  d u r in g  a 120 -day  
s e s s io n . W h ile  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p ro c e s s  may n o t be as r i g o r o u s ly  e f f i c i e n t  as
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t
Representative Kubina
November 8, 1991

Page 2

a w e l l - r u n  b u s in e s s ,  t h e  o b je c t i v e  o f  g o v e rn m e n t i s  n o t  e f f i c i e n c y  b u t  good  
la w s  and w is e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .  C o n te m p o ra ry  s o c ie t y  i s  c o m p le x , and a t te m p ts  t o  
f i n d  r a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  s o lu t io n s  t o  s o c ia l  i l l s  i s  t im e - c o n s u m in g .  The 
s o c ia l  and e c o n o m ic  c o s t  t o  A la s k a  o f  i l l - c o n c e i v e d ,  p o o r l y  c r a f t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  f a r  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  in c o n v e n ie n c e  t o  some l e g i s l a t o r s  and th e  
c o s t  t o  th e  s t a t e  o f  1 2 0 -d a y  s e s s io n s .

O p p o n e n ts  o f  a 9 0 -d a y  s e s s io n  a rg u e  t h a t  l e g i s l a t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  u n d u ly  
c o n s t r a i n e d - - i n  t im e ,  f r e q u e n c y  o f  m e e t in g ,  f i n a n c i a l  and s t a f f  r e s o u r c e s - - a r e  
w eak v i s - a - v i s  t h e  e x e c u t iv e  b ra n c h . L e g is la t o r s  w o r k in g  i n  an e n v ir o n m e n t  o f  ^  
c o n s t r a i n t  a re  u n a b le  t o  m a s te r  c o m p le x  s u b je c t s ,  and c o n s e q u e n t ly  t h e y  m u s t ' 
d e f e r  t o  th e  o p in io n s ,  d a ta  and a n a ly s e s  o f  th e  g o v e r n o r  and h i s  s t a f f .  A ls o ,  
a c c o r d in g  t o  t h i s  a rg u m e n t, l e g i s l a t o r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  t im e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s tu d y  and 
f u l l y  u n d e rs ta n d  p o l i c y  Is s u e s  te n d  t o  be o v e r l y  d e p e n d e n t upon  t h e i r  own 
p r o f e s s io n a l  s t a f f  and l o b b y i s t s  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  and id e a s .

C onm en t

The  d e le g a te s  t o  t h e  A la s k a  C o n s t i t u t io n a l  C o n v e n t io n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c r e a te d  a 
s t r o n g  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o u n te r b a la n c e  a s t r o n g  g o v e r n o r .  T he y  p o in t e d l y  a l lo w e d  
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  m ee t a n n u a l ly  i n  s e s s io n s  o f  u n l im i t e d  l e n g t h .  The 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  was amended 1n 1984 t o  l i m i t  s e s s io n s  t o  120 d a y s .  My im p re s s io n  
i s  t h a t  th e  am endm ent i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e g a rd e d  as a p o s i t i v e  s t e p :  i t  d id  w r in g  
w a s te d  t im e  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p ro c e s s  and e n fo r c e d  some e f f i c i e n c y  m easu re s  
w i t h o u t  u p s e t t i n g  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l b a la n c e  b e tw een  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  and  e x e c u t iv e  
b r a n c h e s .

The q u e s t io n  now i s  w h e th e r  a f u r t h e r  r e d u c t io n  o f  th e  s e s s io n  le n g t h  w i l l  
c r i p p l e  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  as an i n s t i t u t i o n .  On t h i s  q u e s t io n  p e o p le  o f  good  
w i l l  may d is a g r e e .

I  h o pe  t h i s  b r i e f  d is c u s s io n  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  y o u r  p u rp o s e s .  I  w i l l  be
p le a s e d  t o  a n a ly z e  th e  is s u e  a t  g r e a t e r  le n g th  i f  d e s i r e d .

MAR-18-1996 14=34 9074654844 P. 12



1 9 8 9  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  D A T E S

\ S c h e d u le d T im e  L im it (D ays )
t o R e g u la r S p e c ia l
C o n v e n e S e s s io n S e s s io n

A la b a m a ......................................................... F e h  7 3 0 1 2
A la sk a  ............................................................ J a n . 9  i l ]  > 2 0 a 3 0
A r i z o n a ......................................................... J a n . 9 N o n e N o n e
A rk a n s a s  ...................................................... J a n . 9 6 0 a b
C a l i f o r n i a ...................................................... J a n . 2 N o n e N o n e

C o l o r a d o ...................................................... J a n . 4 N o n e N o n e
C o n n e c t i c u t ................................................ J a n . 4 J u n e  7 N o n e
D e la w a r e ...................................................... J a n . 1 0 J u n e  3 0 N o n e
F lo r i d a ............................................................ A p r. 4 6 0 a 2 0 a
C e o r g i a ......................................................... J a n . 9 4 0 4 0C

H a w a i i ............................................................ J a n . 1 8 6 0 a 3 0 a
I d a h o ............................................................... J a n . 9 6 0 2 0
I l l i n o i s ............................................................... J a n . 11 N o n e N o n e
In d ia n a ............................................................ J a n . 3 6 1 3 0
I o w a ................................................................... J a n . 9 N o n e N o n e

K a n s a s  ............................................................ J a a  9 9 0 a N o n e
K e n tu c k y  ...................................................... N o  r e g u la r  s e s s io n
L o u is ia n a ...................................................... A p r. 1 7 6 0 d 3 0
M a in e ............................................................... D e c  7 . 1 9 8 8 J u n e  2 1 3 N o n e
M a r y la n d ...................................................... J a n . 11 9 0 a 3 0

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ......................................... J a n . 4 N o n e N o n e
M ic h ig a n ...................................................... J a n . 11 N o n e N o n e
M in n e s o t a ................................................... J a n . 3 1 2 0 e N o n e
M is s is s ip p i ................................................... J a n . 3 9 0 N o n e
M is s o u r i ......................................................... J a n . 4 J u n e  3 0 N o n e

M o n t a n a ...................................................... J a n . 2 9 0 a N o n e
N e b r a s k a ...................................................... J a n  4 9 0 a N o n e
N e v a d a ......................................................... J a n  1 6 6 0 2 0
N ew  H a m p s h i r e ...................................... J a n . 4 4 5 1 5
N ew  J e r s e y ................................................ J a n . 1 0 N o n e N o n e

’ N ew  M e x ic o ................................................ J a n . 1 7 6 0 3 0 c
N ew  Y o r k ...................................................... J a n . 4 N o n e N o n e
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ...................................... J a n . 11 N o n e N o n e
N o r t h  D a k o t a ......................................... J a n . 1 0 8 0 f N o n e
O h i o ............................................................... J a n . 2 N o n e N o n e

O k la h o m a ................................................... J a n . 3 9 0 N o n e
O r e g o n ......................................................... J a n . 9 N o n e N o n e
P e n n s y lv a n i a ............................................ J a n . 3 N o n e N o n e
P u e r t o  R i c o ............................................... J a n . 9 A p r. 3 0 a 2 0
R h o d e  i s la n d ............................................ J a n . 3 6 0 6 0

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ...................................... Jan . 1 0 4 0 4 0
S o u t h  D a k o t a ......................................... J a n . 1 0 4 0 N o n e
T e n n e s s e ................................................... J a n . 1 0 9 0 5 0
T exa s  ............................................................ J a n . 1 0 1 4 0 3 0
U t a h ............................................................... . J a a  9 4 5 3 0
V e r m o n t ...................................................... J a n . 4 N o n e N o n e

V i r g i n i a ......................................................... J a n . 11 6 0 a ,g 3 0
W a s h in g t o n ............................................ J a n . 9  , 4 0 5 3 0 h
W e  s t  V i r g in ia ......................................... J a n . 11  6 0 a N o n e
W is c o n s in .................................................. . u n d e te rm in e d N o n e N o n e
W y o m in g .................................................. J a a  1 0 4 0 N o n e

u> v jy  be encoded ID Prrlimifsary session convenes in Oct fo'.lcwrvg e'ec
tt» 15 Oars aftpf ddoovit o f suDiecrs on governor's can tion of mcmters for organizational curacies 0<il in
IcJ Legislature cumen.ng itself — 10 day limit. t reduction oer mitred
Id) 60 legislative divs wittsn 85 calendar dJvt I9> limited to !0 diys
le) limitrd to 120 legislative cars during 2 war Dcnod ihl legislature mar convene itself vv.tts unlimited sots
Must »d)0um tv Mjv 22.1989 Itct agenda
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le g is la t iv e  O pe ra tion s , O rg an iz a t io n , and  
Procedures

The increase in the capacity and w illingness 
of leg is la tu res to deal with m odern societal 
problems has involved more than  changes in 
patterns o f representation. Leg is la tive o rgan i­
zation and procedures are constantly evol vtng. 
Many legislatures regu larly review the ir struc­
tures and procedures, often th rough a Ru le s 
Committee o r  on in terim  study. M any pro­
cedural changes in recent years have had the 
objective e ither ofopeningand fo rm aliz ing  the 
process and providing more in formation to both 
the publ ic and members of the legislative body, 
o r o f more effectively using leg is la tive  time.

Concern about leg islative use o f  tim e has 
been motivated by a t least two issues: How 
much time should a leg is la tu re spend in ses­
sion, and should it be considered ‘ 'fu ll-tim e" o r 
"part-tim e" in  nature? And, how can the leg­
islature most effectively use the tim e availab le 
and avoid the end-of-scssion logjam tha t occurs 
in many states7

L e n g t h  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n s
Twelve states place no lim it on  session 

length, while 32 operate with constitu tiona l 
lim its (two o f these, Colorado and Kansas, lim it 
only the second year), and six states (A rizona , 
Iowa, Nevada, Rhode Island, Tennessee and 
Vermont) have statutory or indirect lim itations 
jased on cutoffs in legislator's sa la ries  o r per 
liem  expense payments.
The argument about session lim itations often 

s couched in terras o f preserving the "citizen”  
la tu re  o f state legislatures, as opposed to 
leveloping “ p ro fessiona l"o r fu ll-tim e  leg is la ­
t e s  on the congressional model. T he re  is no 
luestion that the amount o f time spent in  ses- 
ion and the level o f compensation a ffect the 
omposition o f the membership o f the leg is la ­
t e  bodies. Many argue it is desirab le that the 
iredominant occupation o f members o f the leg- 
slature not be that o f “ legislator," but tha t leg- 
slative bodies represent a broad spectrum  o f 
ocations. However, the growing demands on 
la te  legislatures and the greater leg is la tive  
ole in policy in itia tion , budgeting and p ro ­
ram  oversight have increased the pressure on 
jg islative tim e
The 1930s and 1970s were a time o f e lim ina- 
on o r re laxation o f the lim its on leg is la tive  
issions. More recently, however, the re  has 
cen a mixed response to the question o f scs- 
on length. In 1984, A laska adopted a 120^ ay  
m it, replacing its previously un lim ited  eeB- 
ono. In  1982, Colorado adopted a lim it  o f 140 
ays fo r the second year o f the session, and in 
381, Washington included session lim itations 
hen it  moved from biennial to annua l ses- 
ons. In 1984, U lah  lengthened its sessions by

)  T h e  B o o k  o f  th e  S la t e s  1 9 8 8 - 8 9
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ten days per b ienn ium  when it changed from  
n 60-day (firs t year) 20 day (second year) system 
to 45  days per session. New Hampshire adopted 
annua l sessions effective in 1986 . Severa l le g ­
is la tu res , no tab ly  A rizona and Iowa, have 
lim ited  the ir sessions by leg is la tive ru le  o r 
statute. Movements to  adopt more restric tive  
session lim its  surface period ica lly . M ichigan 
has experienced several attempts to lim it  ses­
sions. M ontana held annua l sessions fo r one 
biennium in the 1970s. then returned to a b ien­
n ia l schedule. C o lo rado is considering fu r th e r 
lim ita tion s on session days and there  is  a 
serious proposal in  New Ham pshire to re tu rn  
to  b ienn ia l sessions.

“ F u l l  t im e "  L e g is la tu re s  and  L eg is la to rs

W hethe r a leg is la tu re  is fu ll time in n a tu re  
gene ra lly  can be measured by factors such as 
tim e spent in session, level o f compensation and 
occupational self-defin ition o f members. M ore ­
over, fu ll-t im e  leg is la tu res are lik e ly  to have a 
pattern b f considerable leg is la tor time spent in 
d istric t offices and a h igh  p rio rity  placed on 
constituent service functions.

The leg is la tu res o f C a lifo rn ia , Illin o is , M as­
sachusetts, M ichigan, New Jersey, New Y o rk , 
Ohio, P enn sy lvan ia  and  W isconsin have 
lengthy sessions, re la tive ly  high le g is la to r 
sa la ries and many members whose p rim ary oc­
cupation is " leg is la to r." None o f these states 
have constitutionally-im posed session lim ita ­
tions, a lthough both C a lifo rn ia  and W isconsin 
adopt a systematic schedule o f comm ittee and 
floo r activity , os well as recess periods a t the 
beginning o f  each biennium . Many o f the leg ­
is la tu res which have longer sessions meet on ly  
two o r th ree  days per week, while in  o th e r 
states w ith m oro restricted sessions, five- and 
six-day w ork weeks arc common. Several o f the 
medium-sized states spend as many actual days 
in session os do tho fu ll-t im e  leg is la tu res . 
Twenty-n ine le g is la tu re s  today have the 
authority to convene themselves in special ses­
sion w ithout being dependent on the governor.

The number of leg islators who define the ir oc­
cupation as " le g is la to r"  is increasing. An oc­
cupational survey o f state legislators conducted 
by the N ation a l Conference o f S ta te  L eg is la ­
tures in 1986 found tha t m ore than 60  percent 
o f the leg is la tors in  New York and Pennsy lva­
nia define th e ir occupation as " leg is lator," and 
more than h a lf  the le g is la to r  in  the M idd le 
A tlan tic states Bre fu ll-tim e. The study a lso  in ­
dicated tha t in la rg e r states the number o f

LEGISLATURES

"business owners" who are members o f the leg. 
islnt ure is much sm alle r than it is in the slates 
w ith more lim ited session lengths. Lawyer leg. 
is lators exist in greatest numbers in the South, 
w ith V irg in ia  having the la rgest number (45 
percent). In  u number o f states, members 
engaged in “ education" outnumber those com­
ing from  any other professional background. In ­
d iv idua ls engaged in "ag ricu ltu re ”  s t i ll are 
found in every leg is la tu re but are in  greatest 
number in the ru ra l Midwestern and mountain 
states. In  ran k  order, the la rgest occupational 
c a teg o rie s  a re  "a t to rn e y ”  (1 6  percent), 
"business owner”  (14 percent), " fu ll- t im e  leg. 
is la to r"  (11 percent), “a g ricu ltu ra l occupa­
tions”  (1 0  pcrcent)and "educator" (8  percent).

The category o f fu llt im e  leg is la to r would ex­
ceed 20  percent i f  those who lis t themselves as 
"re tired ," "hom em aker" or "studen t" were in ­
cluded. The increased time demands and com­
p lex ity  o f leg is la tive activ ity as w e ll as s trin ­
gent conflict o f in terest and disclosure laws 
have lik e ly  contributed to the continuing 
decline in lawyer leg is la tors. The number o f 
women and m inorities in the leg is la tu res con­
tinues to increase each b ienn ium . In  1987, 
1,157 o f the 7,461 state leg islators w ere female 
(1 5 .5  percent). The number o f women leg is la ­
tors is highest in New Hampshire, Colorado, 
Maine, Washington and Verm ont. Female 
representation is smallest in A labam a, Kentuc­
ky, Louisiana, M ississippi and Pennsy lvania. 
M inority membership in state legislatures now 
exceeds 400  »5.4 percent).
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6 0 th legislative day
TH E  ALASKA Lcgis 

lature is at the midway point 
today ol its 12M a y  Journey 
in Juneau..

A  number ol state legis­
lature* only meet for 60 day* 
a year —  or every other 
year, in some cases. But In 
Alaska, where the la waking 
job has been transformed by 
the legislators themselves 
into virtually a full-time oc­
cupation, the legislative ses­
sions last for four full 
months every year.

It’s a terrible waste of 
lime and money.

The job could be done an­
nually In hall the time. Most 
of the legislators will pri­
vately admit that, even if 
they won't say It publicly.

We have sung this same 
song many times over the 
years in these columns, and 
it's worth echoing the re­
frain one more time Just as a 
reminder that there Is a bet­
ter way to do things.

FIRST OF all, of course, 
there needs to be a commit­
ment on the part of the le­
gislative leadership to settle 
down to «  disciplined work 
schedule from the very first 
day of the session.

This legislature convened 
lest Jan. 8.

And in all kindness. not 
much has been accom­
plished.

Sure, there have been 
floor sessions and com­
mittee meetings and roll 
cells and bills and resolu­
tions Introduced by the 
score. There has been no end 
of political posturing and 
tugs-ol-war between the ma­
jority and the minority cau­
cuses and between Republi­
cans and Democrats.

But there has been little in 
the wav of productive ac­
complishment.

Nothing, really, worthy of 
two months of very, very ex. 
pensive operations.

In the old days —  and wo 
acknowledge that Issued of 
the territorial past cannot be 
likened to the challenges of

today — Alaska's lawmakers 
handled the legislative func­
tion In Just 90 day*, and ther 
only every other year.

We acknowledge, too, thai 
biennial sessions probably 
make no realistic sense.

But shorter annual ses- 
Klotvs certainly do —  SO day* 
at tbe maximum, and proba­
bly 60 day* every other year 
or so. There art, after nil, 
only a few more than 500,000 
people In Alaska —  and they 
require only eo much law­
making every year. And the 
governor and the admin- 
Istratlon do need time to try 
to run the state, wltlwut the 
legislature demanding their 
constant attention.

WHAT IS going to happen 
now is what happens every 
other year in Juneau.

The legislators are going 
to do everything they have to 
do In the next 60 days.

And the point Is perfectly 
clear to just ebout every­
body but the legislators 
themselves.

They could have skipped 
tbe first 00 days and started 
at what now la the midpoint 
of the session. And the re­
sult* would be exactly the 
same —  without millions of 
dollars being spent on staff, 
travel, tons of paper grind. 
Ing through the legislative 
print shop and all the other 
Items that make the legisla­
tive proces* one of the 
slate's most expensive oper­
ations.

The real fact Is that most 
of the work will bo done In 
the last <5 to 30 days of the 
session —  Ignoring the mad 
frenzy that will turn the leg- 
islatlve chambers and of­
fices into a mini asylum on 
the final two or thee days.

But let's thank heaven for 
smalt tavori. Betore the vot­
ers finally rose up In outrage 
and anger and forced law­
makers to accept a 1'20-day 
limit on the length of the ses- 
alonfl, legislaturea were run­
ning beyond the 160-day 
mark.

A N n in H A rtF
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Aloha, legislators
FOR SOME weekend food 

for thought, we offer a tidbit 
Of Information about the leg­islative process.

Not Alaska’s legislative 
process.Hawaii's.

Down in Iho 60th State, 
where prosperity blooms, there is a 60-day limit on the 
length of the annual legisla­tive session,

And the system works 
very well.

This year, the Hawaiian 
legislature convened on Jan. 
21, a Wednesday, and will ad­
journ — no ifs, onds or buts 
—on April 27, a Monday.

And midway through the se«lon — if you can believe such radical stuff — the le­
gislators of Hawaii took a mandatory five-day recess. 
It extended fr. m March 17 to March 23, and took all the 
lawmakers back to their 
borne districts and out of the 
pressure cooker for a little exposure once again to the 
reality of life.

HOW’S IT work? Just 
fine, say legislative leaders.Becatiw of the deadlines 
imposed to meet the OCkiay 
requirement, one influential senator from Honolulu says, mem bars of the Hawaii 
House and Senate are forced 
to concentrate on priority is­sues.

They aren’t inundated by 
hundreds and hundreds of 
pieces of legislation, because 
the members know the prac­
tice of papering the record

with campaign bills is coun­
terproductive to an effective session.

At the start of each ses­
sion, the president of the Senate ana the speaker of 
the House — this year, the respective posts are held by 
Sen. Richard S.H. Wong and 
Rep. Richard A. Kawakami 
— sign off on a schedule that everybody abides by until 
adjournment comes.

AMONG OTHER things, these rules provide that no 
new bill can be Introduced 
after the 22nd day of the ses­
sion. Period. End Of discus­sion. In other words, just a 
little more than one-third of the session can be used for bill introduction — and just 
about a full two-thirds for 
consideration of the leg­islation that has been put on the table.

And not all of those bills 
hang around until the very end.

Throughout the 60-day pe­
riod, there are checkpoints 
along the way. I f  bills don't 
clear those hurdles, they’re 
deed ducks,That’s how the major, pri­ority Items get handled in 
due order, with time fo r de­liberation and thoughtful 
consideration.

Why can’t Alaska legisla­
tors get the me-uage that there is a better way to do 
business — and they don't have to reinvent the wheel to 
get there?

MAR-18-1996 14:30 9074654844 P. 09
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ALASKAN OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1919

SHORTENING THE LEGISLATURE

Put' lid on at 75 days
W HEN IT COMES to reforms that would im- prove the way the state of Alaska functions, 

put high on tie list a reduction In the length 
of time the Legislature stays in eeaokn every year.

The new suggestion is for a 75-day limit.Let's endorse that, and urge ail Alukans to think in 
that time frame.

Clearly it will take a voter revolt to reduce the length of 
legislative session, because lawmakers themselves will 
never do bo on their own. They Uke being in session for 
four months each year, and they cultivate the appearance of working full time— complete with full-time staffs and 
offices—tbs other eight months of the year.

And before the people of the state brought enough pro . sure to bear to force a Ubday limit qn the annual ses­
sions, tbe legislators were (Mighted to stay in Juneau for much longer periods of thne—more'than 160 days cn 
three occasions, in fact.

« • . r.
THAT KIND OF time spent legisla ting each year for a half a million pecpte Is a frightful disgrace.
So, too, la 120 dayi each year.
The truth is, and mart legMatoni will privately ac­

knowledge the reality, nothing much is accomplished in 
the first 30 days of any session—and often not much in 00, 
besides a great deal of pasturing and pandering to each 
other's egos.And while the legislators axe in Juneau, dotng whatever 
they do to occupy the time, the wheels of government es­
sentially stop turning.The result is that for th.ro months at the start of every year, the administrative departments of government — 
which are supposed to be running things—drop every­thing else and concentrate on being at the beck and call of 
the lawmakers.Then once the Legislature has adjourned, the adminis­
trative branches of government spend tbe next three 
months trying to figure out what happened to them os a 
result of legislative actions—and changing regulations and whatnot to conform to changes in the law. Not a 
whole lot of progressive actions are accomplished during this part of the year.

By the time the last three months are at hand, the ad­
ministrative offices have to nan getting ready for the next legislative session — spending three months budding their deieneea or trying to concoct arguments In favor of some new program or spending plan.

ITS NO WONDER that the state winds up naningin circles, accomplishing little for the good of the pecpfe— 
but spending an enormous amount of doUms tn the pro­cress.

The governor—whoever tbe governor might be—has. 
little time to develop programs end to effectuate leader­
ship goals. Juneau’s whole attention is on the legislators —not on the administration and the governor, charged by 
the Alaska Constitution to lead and direct the mate's wel­
fare and future.

Walter J. HIckel, who now occupies the governor's of. 
fice, has endorsed die 75-day legislative UmlL He recog- • nixes there is much to be done and that huge challenge* 
ore out there—with great opportunities awaiting if only tbe state could focus on the goals.The one-third-of-year legislative session Indeed can be 
shortened. But H will take action by the voters—speaking 
loudly and with force—to make it happen.

T T

Speaking out

to p e r GmbovrtklClymor
Q. Should the Alaska UgWatare’s L2d-day session be fur­
ther reduced to a 75-day Hmltf

•  "Yes. They need to reduce the length. They're taking 
too long. I think 75 days is sufficient time for them to 
legislate.” —Chi ora Ctymer, Kodiak

‘Yes. I*, takes them too long to make decisions.”
— Nga Lopez, Anchorage

• "Yea. I always feel it takes them too long to mako 
decisions. I think wa need to reduce the session.”

— Sue Grabowrid, Anchorage

MAR-18-1996 14:32 9074S54B44 P. 10
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LEGAL PROVISIONS
Regular sessions Special sessions

Legislature convenes Limitation on Lefislaiurc may Limitation an
^  Sra/r or other jurisdiction Year Month Day length of session (a) Legislature may call determinesubject leniib o j session
Alabama................. Annual Jan.Apr.Feb.

2nd Tues. (b) 3rd Tues. (c.d) 1st Tuei. (e)
30 L in 105 C No Yes (0 12 L in 30 C

Ala»ki.................... Annual Jan.Jan. 3rd Mon. (c) 2nd Mon. (e) 120 C CS) Dy 2/3 vote of members Yes <h) 30 C

Arizona................... Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. (•) By petition, 2/3 members, each house Yes(b) None
Arkamai................ Bicnnial- odd year Jan. 2nd Mon. 60 CUt) No ** Yes (f.i) (j)

California................ (k) Jan. 1st Mon. (d) None No No None
Colorado................ Annual Jan. 2nd Wed. 120 C fly rcqucsl, 2/3 member*, each bouse Yes (h) None
Connecticut . . . . . . . Annual (1) Jan.Feb. Wed. after 1st Mon. (m) Wed. after 1st Mon. (n) (o) Yes (P) (P) None (q)

Delaware................ Annual Jan. 2nd Tues. June 30 Joint call, presiding officers, bolh houses Yes None
Florida................... Annual Feb. Tues. after 1st Mon. (d) 60 C (g) Joint call, presiding officers, both houses Yes 20 C (g)
Georgia................... Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. 40 L By petition. 3/J members, eaeh house Ye.(h) (0
Hawaii................... Annual Jan. 3rd Wed. 60 L (g) Dy pelillon, 2/3 members, eaeh house Yes 30 L (|)
Idaho ..................... Annual Jan. Mon. on or nearest 9th day None No No 20 C
Illlnol*.................... Annual Jan. 2nd Wed. None Joint call, presiding officers, both houses Ye.<h) None
Indiana...... ............ Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. (d,s) odd-61 L or Apr. 30; evcn*30 L or Mar. IS No Yes 30 L or -10 C

Iowa...................... Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. (I) By petition, 2/J members, both houses Yes <h) None
Kansas ................... Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. odd-None; cven-90 C (|) Petition to governor of 2/3 members, each houic Yes None

Kentucky .............. niennial- even yr. Jin. Tues. after 1st Mon. (d) 60 L (u) No No None

Louisiana........... Annual Mar.Apr. last Mon. (d.m) last Mon. (1, n) odd-60 L In 85 C; even-30 L In 45 C By pelllti t, majority, each house Yes(h) 30 C

Maine ...... .......... . (k.t) Dec.Jan. 1st Wed. (b)Wed. after 1st Tues. (n) 3rd Wed. of June (f) 3rd Wed. of April (x) Joint call, presiding officers, with content of majority of members of each political party, each house
Yes (h) None

Maryland................ Annua! Jan. 2nd Wed. 90 C (g) By petition, majority, each house Yes 30 C
Massachusetts.......... Annual Jan. 1st Wed. None By petition (v) Yes None

See footnotes at end of (able.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS: LEGAL PROVISIONS— Continued
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Renuhr sessions
legislature convenes Legislature may determine subject

’ Limitation on length of session
State or other jurisdiction Year Month Day length oj session (a) Legislature may callMichigan ................ Annual Jan. 2nd Wed. (d) None No No NoneMinnesota.............. (w) Jan. Tues. after 1st Mon. (m) 120 L or 1st Mon. after 3rd Sat. In May (w) No Yes None

Mississippi.............. Annual Jan. Tues. after 1st Mon. 125 C (g.x); 90 C (g,x) No No NoneMissouri.................. Annual Jan. Wed. after 1st Mon. May 30 ny petition, 3/4 members, each house Yes 30 C (y)Montana.................. Biennial- odd yr. Jan. 1st Mon. 90 L (g) By petition, majority, each house Yes None
Nebraska................ Annual Jan. Wed. after 1st Mon. odd-90 L (g); cvcn-60 L (g) By petition, 2/3 members, each house Yes NoneNevada................... Diennial- odd yr. Jan. 3rd Mon. 60 C (1) No No 20 C (1)
New Hampshire...... Annual Jan. Wed. after Isl Tues. (d) 45 L lly 2/3 vole of members, each house Yes 15 L (t)New Jersey.............. Annual Jan. 2nd Tues. None By petition, majority, each house Yes NoneNew Mexico............. Annual (1) Jan. 3rd Tues. odd-60 C; even-30 C By petition, 3/5 members, each house Yes (h) 30 CNew York .............. Annual Jan. Wed. after 1st Mon. None By petition, 2/3 members, each house Yes (h) NoneNorth Carolina........ (w) Jan. 3rd Wed. after 2nd Mon.(m) None By petition, 3/5 members, each house Yes NoneNorth Dakota......... Biennial- odd yr. Jan. Tues. after Jan. 3, but not later than Jan. II (d) fiO L (?) No Yes None
Ohio...................... Annual Jan. Isl Mon. None Joint call, presiding officers, both houses Yes NoneOklahoma .............. Annual Feb. 1st Mon. (aa) 160 C By 2/3 vole of members, each house Yes (h) NoneOregon................... Biennial' odd yr. Jan. 2nd Mon. None By petition, majority, each house Yes None
Pennsylvania........... Annual Jan. Isl Tues. None By petition, majority, each house No NoneRhode Island........... Annual Jan. 1st Tues. 60 L(l) No No NoneSouth Carolina........ Annual Jan. 2nd Tues. (d) 1st Thurs. in June (g) No Yes NoneSouth Dakota.......... Annual Jan. 2nd Tues, odd-40 L; even-35 L No No NoneTennessee................ (w) Jan. (bb> 90 L <0 By petition, 2/3 members, each house Yes 30 L (I)Texas...................... Biennial- odd yr. Jan. 2nd Tues. 140 C No No 30 C
Utah...................... Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. 45 C No No 3 VVermont.................. (w) Jan. Wed. after 1st Mon. (m) None No Yes NoneVirginia.: ................ Annual Jan. 2nd Wed. odd-30 C (g); evcn-60 C (g) By petition, 2/3 members, each house Yes None

LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS: LEGAL PROVISIONS—C on tln uod

Regular sessions Snceial sessions
1.egnhture convenes

Slots or other jurisdiction Year Month Day
Limitation on length of session (a) Legislature may call

Legislature may Limitation on determine length ofsubject session
Washington .. 
Wot Virginia

Annual
Annual

Jan.
Feb.Jan.

2nd Mon.
2nd Wed. (c.d) 2nd Wed. (c)

odd-105 C; cven-60 C 
60 C (g)

lly vole, 2/) members, each house Yes 30 C
fly petition, 3/5 members, each house Yes (a) None
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South Carolina . 
South Dakota .. 
Tennessee 
Tun .
Utah .........
Vermont.........
Virginia.........

Ai.huuI Jan. Ill Tuci. 60 L (i) No No
none

Annual Jan. 2nd Tuci. (d) III Thun. In June (,) No Yes NoneAnnual Jin. 2nd Tuci. odd-40 L; even-]} L No No None(w) Jan. Cbb) ML(I) 0y petition, 2/3 members, each house Yes 30 L (1) 
30 C

IllennUI- odd yr. Jan. 2nd Tuci. 140 C No No
Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. 45 C No No 30 C<w) Jan. Wed. ificc In Mon, (m) None No YesAnnual Jin. 2nd Wed. odd-30 C (ft); even-60 C(n) By petition, 2/3 members, each house Yes

LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS: LEGAL PROVISIONS—C on tln uod
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Reyilor sessions Special u'uioni
Legislature convenes Legislature may determine subjectStale ur other jurisdiction Year Month Day length of session (a) Legislature may call length of session

Washington............ Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. odd-105 C; even-60 C Uy vote, 2/3 members, each house Yes 30 C
West Virginia Annual Feb.Jan. 2nd Wed. (c.d) 2nd Wed. (e) 60 C (g) Uy petition, 3/5 members, each house Yes (cc) None

Wisconsin............. Annual (dd) Jan. 1st Mon. (m) None No No None
Wjoming................ Annual (1) Jan.Feb. 2nd Tues. (m) 3rd Mon. (n) odd-40 L; even-20 L No Yes None

Oisl. of Columbia...... (ce) Jan, 2nd day None
American Samoa ... Annual Jan.July 2nd Mon. 2nd Mon. 45 L 45 L No No None

Guam ................... Annual Jun. 2nd Mon. iff) None No No None
No. Mariana Islands . Annual (*c> (d.gg) 90 L (be) Upon tequcst of presiding officers, both houses Yes(h) IOC

Puerto Rico............. Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. Apr. 30 (g) No No 20 C
U.S. Virgin Islands . Annual Jan. 2nd Mon. 75 L No No ISC

Sources. Slate constitutions anJ statutes.Note: Some legislature} will also reconvene after normal session to consider bills vetoed by governor. Connecticut—if governor vetoes any bill, secretary of state must reconvene General Assembly on second Monday after the last day on which governor is cither authorised to transmit or has transmitted every bill with his objections, whichever occurs first; General Assembly must adjourn sine me not later than three days after its reconvening. Hawaii—legislature may reconvene on 45th day after odjournmenl sine die, m special session, without cull. I.ouisiana—legislature meets in a maximum five-day veto session on the 40ih day after final adjournment. Missouri—if governor returns any bill on or after the fifth day before the last day on which legislature may consider bills (in even-numbered years), legislature au­tomatically reconvenes on first Wednesday following the second Monday in September for a maximum IOC session. New Jersey—legislature meets in special session (without call or petition) to act on bills returned by governor on 45tli day after sine die adjournment of (he regular session; if the second year expires before the 45th day. the day preceding the end of the legislative year. Utah—if 2/3 of the mem­bers of each house favor reconvening to consider vetoed bills, a maximum five-day session is set by the presiding officers. Virginia—legislature reconvenes on sixth Wednesday after adjournment for a maxi­mum three-day session (may be extended to seven days upon vole of majority of members elected to each house). Washington—upon petition of 2/3 of the members of each house, legislature meets 45 days after adjournment for a maximum five-day session.A'ey:C — Calendar dayL — Legislative day (in some states, called a session day or workday; definition may vary slightly, however, generally refers to any day on which cither house of the legislature is in session)(a) Applies to each year unless otherwise indicated.(b) General election year (quadrennial election year).(c) Year after quadrennial election.(d) Legal provision for organizational session prior lo staled convening dale. Alabama—in the year after quadrennial election, on the second Tuesday in January for IOC. California—In the even-numbered, general election year, on fust Monday in December for an organizational session, tcccss until the first Monday in January of the odd-numbered year. Florida—in general election year, 14th day after elec­tion. Indiana—third Tuesday after first Monday in November. Kentucky—In odd-nuinbered year, Tues­day after first Monday in January for 10 L. Louisiana—in year after general election, second Monday

in January, not to exceed 3 L. Michigan—held in odd-numbered year. New Hampshire—in cvcn-numbcrcd year, first Wednesday in December. North Dakota—in December. South Carolina—in even-numbered year, Tuesday after certification of election of its members for a maximum thrcc-day session. West Virginia—in year after general election, on second Wednesday in January. No. Mariana Islands—in year after general election, second Monday in January.(e) Other years.(0 Uy 2/3 vote each house.(g) Session may be extended by vote or members in both houses. Alaska: 2/3 vole for 10-day exten­sion. Arkanoi: 2/3 vote. Florida: 3/5 vole. Hawaii: petition of 2/3 membership for maximum 15-day extension. Kansas: 7/3 vote. Maine: 2/3 vote for maximum 10 L. Maryland: 3/5 vole for maximum 30 C. Mississippi: 2/3 vote for JO C extension, no limit on number of extensions. Nebraska: 4/5 vole. South Carolina: 2/3 vote. Virginia: 2/3 vote for 30 C extension. Wcsl Virginia: 2/3 vote (or if budget bill hat not been acted upon three days before session dull, governor issues proclamation extending ses­sion). Puerto Rico: joint resolution.(h) Only if legislature convenes itself. Special sessions called by the legislature are unlimited in scope in Arizona, Georgia, Maine, and New Mexico.(i) No constitutional or statutory provision; however, legislative rules require that regular sessions ad­journ no later than Saturday of the week during which the 100th day nf the session falls.0) After governor's business has been disposed of, members may remain in session up to IS C by o 2/3 vote of both houses.(k) Regular sessions begin after general election, in December of even-numbered year. In California, legislature meets In December for an organizational session, recesses until the first Monday in January of the odd-numbered year and continues in session until Nov. 30 of next even-numbered year. In Maine, session which begins In December of general election year runs into the following year (odd-numbered); second session begins in next even-numbered year.(I) Second session limited to consideration of specific types of legislation. Connecticut—individual legis­lators may only introduce bills of a fiscal nature, emergency legislation and bills raised by committees. Louisiana—fiscal matters. Maine—budgetary matters; legislation in the governor's call; emergency legis­lation; legislation referred to committees for study. New Mexico—budgets, appropriations and revenue bills; bills drawn pursuant to governor's message; vetoed bills. Wyoming—budget bil's.(m) Odd-numbcred ycais.
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(n) Even-numbered years.(oi Odd-numbered years—not taler than Wednesday after first Monday in June; even-numbered years— not later than Wednesday after first Monday in May.(p) Constitution provides for regular session convening dates and allows that sessions may also be held **. . .at such other limes as the General Assembly shall judge necessary." Call by majority of legislators is implied.(q) Upon completion of business.(r) Limited to 40 L unless extended by 3/5 vote and approved by the governor, except in cases of im- pcachmcnt proceedings.(s) Legislators may reconvene at any lime after organizational meeting; however, second Monday in January is the final date by which regular session must be in protrss.(t) Indirect limitation; usually restrictions on legislator's pay, per diem, or daily allowance.(u) May not extend beyond April 15.(v) Joint rules provide for Ihe submission of a written statement requesting special session by a speci­fied number of members of each chamber.(w) Legal provision for session in odd-numbered year; however, legislature may divide, and in prac­tice has divided, to meet in even-numbered years as well.(x) 90 C sessions every year, except the first year of a gubernatorial administration during which Ihe

legislative session runs for 125 C.(y) 30 C if called by legislature; 60 C if called by governor,(z) No legislative day is shorter than a natural day.(aa) Odd number years will include a regular session commencing on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January and recessing not later than the first Monday in February of that year. Limited con­stitutional duties can be performed.(bb) Commencement of regular session depends on concluding dale of organizational session. Legis­lature meets, In odd-numbered year, on second Tuesday in January for a maximum 15 C organizational session, then returns on the Tuesday following the conclusion of the organizational session.(cc) According to a 1955 attorney general's opinion, when the legislature has petitioned to Ihe gover­nor to be called into session, it may then act on any matter.(dd) The legislature, by joint resolution, establishes the session schedule of activity for the remainder of the biennium at the beginning of the odd-numbered year.(ec) Each Council period begins on January 2 of each odd-numbered year and ends on January I of the following odd-numbered year.(ff) Legislature meets on the first Monday of each month following its Initial session In January. (Kg) 60 L before April I and 30 L after July 31.
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