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ANALYSIS: (A t t a c h  a s e p a ra t e  p a g e  if n e c e s s a r y )
This bill amends AS 11.41.220(a) to provide that a person commits the crime of assault in the third degree if 
the person, while being 18 years of age or older, causes physiral injury to a child under 16 years of age but at 
least 10 years of age and the injury reasonably requires medical treatment. Assault in the third degree is a class 
C felony. It would be an affirmative defense that, at the time of the alleged offense, the defendant reasonably 
believed the victim to be 16 years of age or older, unless the victim was under 13 years of age at the time of 
the alleged offense. Currently, such behavior would be chargeable as assault in the fourth degree, a class A 
misdemeanor. Although there will be some impact, it should not be significant because prosecutors would use 
their discretion sparingly by bringing felony charges in those egregious cases that warrant tougher nunishment.
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Rick Mi/s In  m l, 
M ill/n r

J a n u a r y  2 4 ,1 9 9 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e  
A l a s k a  S ta te  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801*1182

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B u n d e :

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  H o u s e  Bill 74 , w h i c h  r e l a t e s  
t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  o f  c h i l d r e n  b y  a d u l t s .  T h i s  l a w ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  w i l l  p r o v i d e  p e n a l t i e s  
m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  c r im e  w h e n  a d u l t ' -, w h o  m u s t  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e i r  a c ts ,  i n j u r e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c a n n o t ,  in  m o s t  ca sp s ,  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s .

S in c e re ly ,

K e v in  M . O 'L e a r y  
C h i e f  o f  P o l ic e



T e s t i m o n y  for State Affairs C o m m i t t e e  

b y  Julie J e n s e n  Z a r r

M y  n a m e  is Julie Jensen Zarr and I a m  here today to 2:k for your support in 
passing H o u s e  Rill 74. T h e  current assault law needs to updated.

O n  N o v e m b e r  11, 1994 at 5:30 a m  while delivering the Anchorage Daily N e w s  

m y  14 year old nephew, S h aun Jensen w a s  viciously assaulted b y  3 adult m e n  in 

South Anchorage. S h a u n  lost 2 permanent teeth, suffered neck trauma and w a s  

run over b y  his o w n  s n o w  machine. T h e  law as it reads n o w  only m a d e  

m i s d e m e a n o r  charges against these m e n  possible, not a message w e  want to send 

to thugs that prey on our young.

In 1971 m y  family m o v e d  to Alaska and settled in South Anchorage, it w a s  a 

great place to g r o w  up. W e  felt safe and secure out walking or horseback riding 

anywhere. M y  parents raised three children in Alaska w e  are n o w  running our 

businesses and raising our children here. T h e  Anchorage of the 5 0’s, 6 0’s, 7 0’s 

a n d  8 0 ’s did not have drive by shootings, assaults or r a n d o m  senseless acts of 

violence, the law at that point in time fit, but in 1995 it does not. A S  crimes 

change so mu s t  the laws change m u s t  fit the crimes of 1995 and beyond.

This event brought to light for m e  the need to m a k e  a difference and try to turn a 

negative into a positive, teaching m y  n e p h e w  and 2 children e m p o w e r m e n t  

instead of victimization. A  change in this law will s h o w  that through hard w o r k  

a n d  believing in an idea one person can m a k e  positive impact o n  society. T h e  

outpouring of support from the people of anchorage has also had a healing effect 

o n  Shaun.

Again, I ask for your support in passing H o u s e  Bill 74. I want to thank the 

committee for their attention and support. This bill m u s t  be passed as soon as 

possible, before another y oung m a n  or w o m e n  is victimized as S h a u n  w a s  in 

N o v e m b e r .  T h a n k  you for taking the time to listen to m e  today.
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Anchorage Hick Mystrom, Mayor
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J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B u n d e :

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  a d u l t s  w h o  v i c i o u s l y  b e a t  u p  a  y o u n g  p a p e r b o y  
l e a v i n g  h i m  w i t h  p e r m a n e n t  p h y s i c a l  d a m a g e  c a n  o n l y  b e  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  m i s d e m e a n o r  a s s a u l t .

C o r r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n e q u i t y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p  p r i o r i t i e s  i n  
t h e  M a y o r ' s  1 9 9 5  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o g r a m .  H o u s e  B i l l  7 4  
r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  t o w a r d  m a k i n g  s i m i l a r  c r i m e s  
s u b j e c t  t o  f e l o n y  p r o s e c u t i o n .  W e  s u p p o r t  y o u r  e f f o r t s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  a n d  m a y  o f f e r  c o m m e n t s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t h e  b i l l  
m o v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o m m i t t e e s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  u t m o s t  
i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  A n c h o r a g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

" L a r r y  D .  C r a w f o r d  
M u n i c i p a l  M a n e f g e r
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f e l o n y  c h a r g e s  i n  c a r r i e r  a s s a u l t
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'Msmoroparur
VHov* man tew w d of beatinx up * 
t-TKNiid uawspopar dalhrrry 007 la 

1 b n *  boot charged with crtml- 
nUwhkf cad tooxtb-dafroe assault —

r*.
JttcloD Herding. 10. Matthew Rios. 31, 
ad BCIy ICuwk Jr.. 30. are accused of 

raml&g m r  Shaun Jenson with a enow- 
flacjehhxc cod jmochlag him twice In tha tax* beion cftaaing him away from Har-

DUPATCHi ALASKAi Dump overflows with snow/ C-/

c

A n c h o r a g e  D aily  N e w s SECTION (

dlflf’a South Anchorage boms.Inc* soui 
Harding and Maxoch alto warm charged 

with undcnyr* drinking.
Twnan an Wghttvgradar at Polar Alter- 

nsttrc School. suffered a bruised neck and 
lost his two {root teeth ha the attack.
According to court documents, the three 

men had bean drinking and playing pool 
at Maxoch’* bouse tha morning of tho 
attack.
About 840 a.m.. they decided to drive 

to a cabin in Hope owned by Rice’ father.

They split op and planned to regroup at 
Harding's house on Notak Place Just off 
Huffman Road.
Jensen delivers pecan In tha area on 

Ms anowmachlne, and whan be saw a oar 
pull cp to Harding's house be figured ha 
would give tbe parson his paper.
Instead, Harding arensed Jensen of 

driving his snow machine in tha yard and 
than Jumped on the boy, ImorUng him to 
the ground, according to court documents. 
Maxoch and Harding then bald Jamn

down while Rios ran over hie leg fyt toot 
with the snowmachlne. j
Jensen Mid In an interview after t&4 

attack that be oould amell alcohol on then 
breath ao they jerked his bead back rnd 
forth trying to rip off Ms hairnet ;

One of them finally undid tha hobnail 
and Harding punched the boy twice In thl 
face, knocking one tooth out oocnplrtalj

rtsaw ete fags O*. ATTACS1

/ / I T T A C K :  M e n  f a c e  c h a r g e s  i n  a s s a u l t  o n  c a r r i e r
Continued bon Pag* C-1 !

and leaving the other dan­
gling by 0 thread, accord­
ing to court documents.

Assistant District Attor­
ney Kevin Fitzgerald said 
Wednesday that he wanted 
to charge the m e n  with a 
more serious crime of felo­
ny assault.

Criminal mischief and 
fourth degree-assault art 
both misdemeanors, pun- • 
Ishable by up to a year la 
jail and a $6,000 fine.

Charging the three m e n  
with a felony would have 
required that a deadly, 
weapon be Involved or that 
Jensen be hurt more scri-

“If he’d had his two 
front teeth knocked out 
with a bat, then w e  could 
have done It," Fitzgerald 
said.

As ft was, the two teeth 
aren’t on the same scale as 
a police officer being 
slashed in tbe cheek with a . 
knife —  another recent case 
where the person was 
charged with second-degree 
assault, he said.

H e  added that while the 
snowmachlne could be con­
sidered a deadly Weapon; 
Jensen wasn’t hurt when 
they ran him over with It-.

‘This was a cowardly' 
act: Three men ganging upr 
on n vonnf h/n* *-•

the level of a felony," he
said.

Jeff Jensen, Shaun's fa­
ther, said he s angry the 
men w o n’t face more seri­
ous charges and wants the 
law changed so those who 
attack juveniles are auto­
matically charged with a 
felony. • 1

"I’m  absolutely upset,” 
he said. "I don't feel the. 
punishment or the charge

*. ̂ fits the crime at all.”
■ Jensen said his son has 

• suffered psychological 
.damage from the attack 
and will need surgery to 
replace the two front teeth 
he lost. ’ ' . :

:V' "I think these .guys are 
”, going to get off with a 
" hand slap, and If these kids 
are allowed to get off easi­
ly, It will happen again,” 

;vhe*ald. C  • *: :



P o l i c e  q u e s t i o n  3  m e n  

i n  a t t a c k  o n  p a p e r b o y
By S.J. KOMARNITSKY
Daily News reporter

A  14-year-old boy deliv­
ering newspapers in a 
South Anchorage neighbor­
hood was attacked Friday 
by three m e n  w h o  pushed 
him to the ground, ran 
over him with a snowma- 
chine and punched out his 
two front teeth before flee­
ing the area.

Shaun Jensen, an eighth- 
grader at Polar Alternative 
School, suffered a bruised 
neck and oermanently lost 
two teeth. The attackers 
were identified as Jason I. 
Harding, 20; Billy Mazoch 
Jr., 21; and Matthew R. 
Rios, 21.

State troopers said Har­
ding apparently was the 
one who punched Jensen. 
All three were being ques­
tioned late Friday and 
could face assault charges, 
Sgt. Greg Tanner said. The 
three live near one another 
with-Mheir parents, and 
Harding lives at the home 
where the attack occurred.

Resting at his home Fri­
day afternoon, Jensen said 
he was driving his snow- 
machine down Norak Place 
just off Huffman Road 
when he saw a car pull up 
to a home he delivers to 
and a m a n  get out. "I

Please see Back Page, TEETH 
*  *

F ^ T H :  P a p e r b o y  l o s e s  p a i r  in  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  a t t a c k
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|ht, 'Oh, m a ybe some- 
home, I'll give them 
paper.' ”
‘.ead as he strode up 
e man, he was attack-

*sen said the m a n  
e him d o w n  and 

screaming at him 
driving through the 
—  something he said 
in't do. The m a n  then 
over h i m  with the 
machine, he said.

o other -men then 
led from the car and 
d trying to pull his 

off, he said. The 
a r said he could 

.lcohol on their
* as they jerked his 
oack and forth trying 
T.ove the helmet.

‘•ally, one of them un- 
'•e strap, and another 
Punched him twice, 
:?ing one of his front 
and leaving another 
•'•s by a thread.

Jensen said he took off 
running with one of his 
teeth in his hand.

Shaun’s dad, Jeff Jen­
sen, said that when his son 
showed up at the door, 
screaming and missing two 
teeth, he was so enraged he 
picked up his gun and 
drove over to the Har­
dings’ house.

He said he parked in 
front of the driveway, 
blocking the two vehicles 
in it. While he was there, a 
w o m a n  he identified as 
Harding's mother walked 
out with one of her sons.

He said he tried to talk 
to the w o m a n ;  but she 
started yelling at him that 
she was going to be late for 
work, and that he would 
have to pay her salary if 
she was. The two got in 
separate cars and drove 
through snowbanks around 
his truck, Jensen said.

"It happened right in 
her driveway," he said. 
"But it seemed more im­

portant to her to get to 
work than see if someone 
needed help."

He said he later spoke 
with Harding’s dad, w h o  
seemed more concerned 
about the attack. A n d  he 
also spoke briefly with Ri­
os’ mother, who seemed 
shocked her son could be 
involved.

Neither m a n’s parents 
would talk to a reporter 
Friday.

But Billy Mazoch’s fa­
ther, also named Billy, 
said he had been told his 
son was Involved.

"At this point, all I 
know is Mr. Harding and a 
trooper came over and 
woke m e  up this morning," 
he said. "Supposedly there 
was a fight and a boy got 
his teeth knocked out. I 
was also told m y  son didn’t 
do the knocking out, and 
all three pushed a little 
bit."

He said he hadn’t been 
able to talk to his sotr, and

wasn’t sure If what was 
said was true.

Jeff Jensen said he 
hoped the men would be 
brought to justice. As he 
spoke, a constant stream of 
relatives, Including grand­
parents and younger cous­
ins, filtered into the home 
to visit Shaun, who was 
sitting on a couch.

M a n y  hugged him, while 
others ventured to a near­
by table to look at a plastic 
bag containing his missing 
teeth. Doctors told the 
boy’s parents the teeth 
were broken at the bone 
and can't be reattached. 
His father joked about him 
not losing the teeth to 
hockey, his favorite sport.

"If it was a puck, we 
could understand that," his 
father said. "But this."

Shaun said he hoped his 
attackers would have to 
spend a long time in jail. 
But first, he said: “I’d like 
to ask them why they did 
it." A
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Carrier assault
The search fo r  justice con tinues

T h e  p a p e r b o y  lost his tw o  f ro n t  te e th  a n d  t o o k  u 
b r u i s i n g  In th e  N o v e m b e r  e a r ly -m o rn in g  e n c o u n t e r  
W h ile  14-year-old S h a u n  J e n s e n 's  a l le g e d  a s s a i l a n t :  
w e re  r a p id ly  ap p reh en d e d ,  ju s t ic e  in th e  c a s e  r e m a in :  
e lu s iv e .

The three young men arrested and accused o: 
pounding Shaun and running over him with c 
snowmachine face only misdemeanors. Prosecutor: 
say that if the perpetrators had used a deadly weapor 
or the boy had been hurt more seriously, a toughe: 
charge would have followed.

“This was a cowardly act: Three m e n  Ganging up 
on a boy to beat him up," said Assistant Distrir 
Attorney Kevin Fitzgerald, “But it doesn’t rise to the 
level of a felony."

Public outrage has not subsided since the 
prosecutors’ decision. Alaskans rightly feel that mer. 
w h o  m a k e  unprovoked war on a boy —  and leave the 
boy facing reconstructive dental work during hie 
teen-age years —  deserve the lash of the law.

What can prosecutors do if they’re unable to bring 
felony charges? They can vigorously argue their case 
and ask for the m a x i m u m  misdemeanor sentence i: 
the defendants are convicted. That’s a year in jail anc 
a $5,000 fine for each of the two Class A 
misdemeanors two of the defendants face, a penalty 
sure to jerk them to attention.

What can Alaskans do? Those familiar with the 
defendants can appear at sentencing to tell the judge 
what they kn o w  about the men. If the m e n  have 
endangered others before, the judge should k n o w  
about it. H e’s empowered to take such testimony intc 
consideration while weighing sentencing possibilities. 
• Meanwhile, the Alaska Legislature should take a 
look at this case and related cases in which it seems 
impossible to Impose felony charges on those w h o  
have committed brutal acts.

Perhaps lawmakers will find a new w a y  to address 
some but not all of the cases that fall through the 
cracks. Perhaps lawmakers will find they cannot 
tailor the law to fit every outrageous case. But in the 
process of exploration, these lawmakers definitely 
will experience firsthand the pain the justice system 
delivers to victims when it can't deliver justice to 
criminals.



On November 11,1994 at 5:45 a.m. Shaun Jensen a 14-yr. old paperboy 
was assaullted in South Anchorage by three men, have any arrests been made, 
or follow up done to assure us that these men have been punished?!!!! NO. 
and we are outraged!!! The undersigned want to express their unhappiness, 
outrage and confusion over the inaction concerning this assault!!! How dare 
the authorities ignore this case and let these men roam free after commiting 
this brutal attack !! What wiil it take the loss of a li fe?

Let's change the way wo handle and procecute the crimes agajnst our children!!!

T o  W hom  it M ay C oncern ,
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On November 11,1994 at 5;45 a.m. Shaun Jensen a 14-yr. old paperboy 
was assaullted in South Anchorage by three men. have any arrests been made, 
or follow up done to assure us that these men have been punished?!!!! NO, 
and we are outraged!!! The undersigned want to express their unhappiness, 
outrage and confusion over the inaction concerning this assault!!! How dare 
the authorities ignore this case and let these men roam free after commiting 
this brutal attack !! What will it take the lose of a li fe?

T o  W hom  it M ay C o n cern ,

Let's change the way we handle and prccecute the crimes against our children!!!
£ / >  p  i r f i  £ 1  /  r C O O r f O 0 /p /O ( J ( f ^
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To Whom it May Concern,

On November 11,1994 at 5;45 a.m. Shaun Jer.sen a 14-yr. old paperboy 
was assaullted in South Anchorage by three men, have any arrests been made, 
or follow up done to assure us that these men have been punished?!!!! NO, 
and we are outraged!!! The undersigned want to express their unhappiness, 
outrage and confusion over the inaction concerning this assault III How dare 
the authorities ignore this case and le* these men roam free after commiting 
this brutal attack I! What will it take the lose of a li fe?

1 ^s change the way we handle and procecute the crimes against our children!!!
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TO WHOM IT DOES CONCERN

T h e  undersigned want to express to you their unhappiness, outrage and 

confusion over the recent brutal attack and inaction concerning an assault on 

a paper boy in south Anchorage on N o v e m b e r  9, 1994 at 5:45am.

W e  are concerned that there is a lack of action in this matter and can not 

understand h o w  these three m e n  are allowed to r o a m  free after committing 

this obvious crime.

H o w  dare the authorities ignore this matter! W h a t  will it take? A  lost life? 

W h a t  has h a p p e n e d  to justice for all?

November 18, 1994



On November 11,1994 at 5;45 a.m. Shaun Jensen a 14-yr. old paperboy 
was assaullted in South Anchorage by three men, have any arrests been made, 
or follow up done to assure us that these men have been punished?!!!! NO, 
and we are outraged!!! The undersigned want to express their unhappiness, 
outrage and confusion over the inaction concerning this assault II! How dare 
the authorities ignore this case and let these men roam free after commiting 
this brutal attack I! What will it take the lose of a li fe?

Let’s change the way we handle and procecute the crimes against our children!!!

T o  W hom  it M ay C o n cern , j
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P u t  e n d  to a b u s e ,  v i o l e n c e

This is the first time I have ever sent 
you an opinion.

I have Just read the article that ap­
peared on the front page of the Metro 
section entitled "No felony charges in 
carrier assault." The incident described in 
this article angers m e  very much.

I found the article interesting because 
of the age of the criminals. I a m  a

22-year-old male and a member of their 
generation. I did not attend college. I a m  
a musician and play in several local 
bands. I also vote, pay taxes, and hold a 
full-time job (which I have had for four 
consecutive years). Maybe I'm an excep­
tion; m y  generation has been stereotyped 
as slacker, lazy, and "grunge." Well, I 
want that stereotype to change.

These males are a disgrace and have

shamed m y  generation. (I refrain from 
using the word men, because m e n  do nor 
gang up three-to-one on 14-year old boys.) 
I hope their actions are not ignored, 
condoned, or coddled. For those w h o  have 
the authority and the obligation to do so. 
it is time to establish a moral boundary 
and say, "This is not acceptable; you are 
not allowed to behave this way; this kind 
of behavior will not be tolerated."

A t t a c k  o n  carrier sh^meftfl ,

I was disturbed after I read the Daily, 
N e w s’ article "Police question 3 m e h  ln^ 
attack on paperboy (Nov. 12)." I was a' 
papergirl for four years y/hen I was young 
and learned valuable lessons, including' 
money management, responsibility fahcr? 
self-dlsdpllne (getting out of bed In the-' 
mornings). M y  eamipga \financed>thai 
boarding of m y  horse and *1-always* hadR 
m y  own spending money.

I can’t even Imagine the effect It would 
have had on m e  to be physically beat up 
while out on m y  route. M y  heart goes out 
to Shaun Jensen. H o w  m a n y  kids will 
n o w  miss out on the benefits of having a 
paper route because of parents afraid for 
their safety (and rightly sc). Look at our 
society. W h o  is gaining and w h o  is losing 
here? W h o  In the ena. will be punished 
more? Shaun Jensen or his attackers? I 
believe the three attackers should be 
punished severely! Their parents also 
should be punished. What shame th* 
should feel for raising chlldrr ''at * 
have like this! They have fail 
most important task in life.

—  Catherh, i

What if these bullies do not receive the 
Justice due them? It will send a negative 
message to the innocent victim, as well as 
to his family, friends, classmates, and the 
sane of our generation. It will prove that 
safety, justice, and freedom no longer 
exist in America.

These males were also charged with 
underage drinking. The article says their 
intention was to travel to Hope. W h o  
knows what disaster or death awaited 
them on the Seward Highway? I a m  
disgusted, saddened. Rid tired of seeing 
friends and peers crushed by alcohol 
abuse and violence, whether by death, 
injury, or trashed lives. M y  plea to those 
in authority is this: Please do all that is in 
your power to put an end to this sense­
lessness.

I believe that Jason Harding, Billy 
Mazoch Jr., and Matthew Rios deserve the 
m a x i m u m  allowable sentence. 1 a m  overly 
willing to do anything I can to help 
change the way people look at m y  genera­
tion and its future.

—  Kristian Rosentrater



Punish assault of paperboy
The three punks that attacked Shaun 

Jenson, the 14-year-old paperboy, must be 
held accountable for their actions. They 
must be punished. They should be made 
an example of. They should be required to 
work his paper route for one year in 
addition to paying 2ll his medical bills 
and something for his pain and suffering. 
I hope young Jenson gets a good attorney.

This violent, unmitigated behavior 
must not and will not be tolerated in our 
community. W e  must stop this kind of 
action now before it gets totally out of 
hand.

Please do your part in the media and 
follow up on this. Pay more attention to 
the things going on here in Alaska. I find 
it hard to believe there have been but a 
lew letters published in regard to this 
assault.

—  Robert Bowling

Attackers deserve worse
I’m  confused and outraged about our 

criminal justice system and h o w  unjust it 
truly is. I’m  referring to the 14-year-old 
Shaun Jensen case. The quote in the paper 
states that it wasn’t a felony because a 
deadly weapon wasn’t used.

Shaun’s neck was badly bruised by one

of these animals tearing at his head while 
another m a n  held him so yet another m a n  
could run over his legs with a snowma- 
chine. Let m e  ask you Mr.. District Attor­
ney, if this isn’t assault with deadly force, 
what the hell is?

These adult men could have broken his 
neck or severed his spine. If that would 
have happened, would w e  be adding a 
charge about equal to, let's say, jaywalk­
ing, to the list of ruthless crimes these 
felons commited and maybe add another 
day of community service to what these 
guys will probably get?

By knocking out his teeth, it’s evident 
they meant business. By tearing at his 
head, it’s evident these m e n  need a hell of 
a lot more than they will get with these 
petty charges. What’s the deal here?

Is it that the criminal lawyers are 
tougher and better and you’re afraid to 
charge these guys with a crime with some 
teeth in it? I’d say no guts ... no glory. 
Take a chance on shoving the rights of the 
innocent down their throats. If w e  don't 
start punishing our society’s criminals 
like they punished Shaun, the day will 
come when w e  tear going to our newrpa- 
per box. — T im  S t u a r t

W h y  does it take numbers to assault a 
defenseless person? In regard to the three- 
m a n  attack on young Shaun Jensen, any­
more, one can look upon society as anar­
chistic. There are gangs which besiege one 
person, while there Is the gun-toter who 
shoots an individual who has no weapon. 
O r  there’s the knife-wielder who stabs an 
innocent victim.
.Savage is what the natives called the 

murderous foreigners. As history was 
written, it erred when it said the wild 
Indians were called savages. The descen­
dants of the true savages have decided to 
prove history was recorded in error. 
Those descendants of foreign lands are 
jumping out of vehicles to attack the 
loner, the homeless drunk, the elderly 
poor on the streets, and the innocent 
pedestrian. The helpless are beaten up, 
shot at, robbed and sometimes murdered 
by several hands.

In villages and on other Native Ameri­
can homelands, the headlines cry the same 
violations: assault, murder, rape, robberyv 
bootlegging, and overwhelming chemiqal 
addictions.

M y  husband and I reared our children^ 
the sons as men; the girls as ladies, their, 
ages range from 37 to 21 years old. We) 
will take the credit for the good they dor 
and w e  will take the blame for their 
failures. A  nation is only as strong as its- 
families, and as it was quoted, "As tha 
twig is bent, so shall the tree grow.” All: 
children have leaders, they are called 
parents or guardians. W e  agree with those 
w h o  say parents are to blame' when 
children become criminals. ,

Shaun Jensen, you are a far better m a n  
than the three savages. M a y  you walk 
without fear, and walk always in peace.

—  Elizabeth A. Wells, director Oree Drumiite Walking Heritage

n | n / 9 H  
'Carrier a t t a c k  a n  o u t r a g e

Talk about overgrown bullies that are 
more than 20 years old and still don’t 
k n o w  the proper way to r ttle problems.
The 14-year-old is just that: 14 years old! 
Only n o w  he has no teeth and has heen 
beaten up. The assailants should do jail 
time. A  parent of one assailant claims, 
"Supposedly there was a fight....” Three 
adults against a 14-year-old kid. Wrong! 
These grown-ups viciously attacked a 
youngster. It is an outrage! These kind of 
creeps need to be taken off the streets for 
the safety of our children.

—  Teresa Werner 
* Kenai



“There are bullets raining all over D.C.1
—  White House spokesman Carl Meyer, saying that 

jhots fired at the White House m a y  have been "Just a 
jtray couple of rounds."

are living at a time when these Incidents of violence 
ta. place not just in cities and communities around this 
country, they take place here in Washington in front of 
the White House."
—  Leon Panetta, White House chief of staff.

“I think these guys are going to get off with a band 
slap, and If these kids are allowed to get off easily, it 
'will happen again."

—  Jeff Jensen, father of 14-year-old Shaun, who was 
assaulted by three m e n  in their 20s who have been 
cfc'~?ed with misdemeanors Ln the attack.

fraud charges against a president of a 
bank and tnree women Ln the Valley —  
arrests made and suspects in custody. An 
Anchorage Daily News carrier was beaten 
by three men who have been identified, 
yet are they in custody?

The scales of justice need work.
Are people that run that money scam 

more of a danger to society than cowards 
that prey on children? The adults who 
participated in the pyramid did so of their 
o wn volition, forgetting the golden rule, 
nothing in life is free.

Their egos are hurting and their wallets 
are a bit lighter, but they have lost 
nothing that cannot be replaced. The 
paperboy and his family have lost far 
greater things: His teeth and their sense 
of safety in the neighborhood.

The laws say to defraud people of 
money is a felony. The same legal system 
says physical assault on a child by three 
adult m e n  is a misdemeanor. Where is the 
justice Ln our legal system for our chil-* 
dren? o:j3

— Mike Zarr
MORE LETTERS: Readers write. B-«

1 1 -3 0 -9 4
To Editor-Daily News,

SHAME ON THE ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS! The lack of coverage by your 
paper on the story of the assault on your own carrier and the inaction on the authorities 
to arrest or even charge these men is outragousl!

How dare they not take this case seriously and you not keeping the story active until 
action is taken is an insult to this young boy. This 14 yr. old is walking around without 
front teeth, a lack of trust in the people sworn to protect him and the knowlage that 
these men are running free.

In the original story on November 12 it stated these 3 men "could" face assault 
charges!! We must question why after 3 weeks there are no arrests. These men have been 
identified yet they are free, does this sound right to you? What is this inaction saying 
to our young people, where is the justice for Shaun.

The story also quoted Mr Mazock as saying that his son Billy did not Knock the boy's 
teeth out but" that all 3 had pushed the boy around"! Get real Mr. Mazoch ASSAULT is 
ASSAULTI! Would he be so quick to think that the case had it been his child, I think not. 
As a parent he should be outraged that his child could commit this act instead of looking 
for a justification. SHAME ON YOU SIR I

As citizens of Anchorage lets make our outrage known.
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T e s t i m o n y  for State Affairs C o m m i t t e e  

b y  Julie J e n s e n  Z a r r

M y  n a m e  is Julie Jensen Zarr and I a m  here today to ask for your support in 

passing H o u s e  Bill 74. T h e  current assault law needs to updated.

O n  N o v e m b e r  11, 1994 at 5:30 a m  while delivering the Anchorage Daily N e w s  

m y  14 year old nephew, S haun Jensen was viciously assaulted by 3 adult m e n  in 

South Anchorage. S h a u n  lost 2 permanent teeth, suffered neck trauma and was 

run over b y  his o w n  s n o w  machine. T h e  law as it reads n o w  only m a d e  

m i s d e m e a n o r  charges against these m e n  possible, not a message w e  want to send 

to thugs that prey o n  our young.

In 1971 m y  family m o v e d  to Alaska and settled in South Anchorage, it w a s  a 

great place to g r o w  up. W e  felt safe and secure out walking or horseback riding 

anywhere. M y  parents raised three children in Alaska w e  are n o w  running our 

businesses and raising our children here. T h e  Anchorage of the 5 0’s, 6 0’s, 7 0’s 

a n d  8 0 ’s did not have drive by shootings, assaults or r a n d o m  senseless acts of 

violence, the law at that point in time fit, but in 1995 it does not. A S  crimes 

change so m u s t  the laws change must fit the crimes of 1995 and beyond.

This event brought to light for m e  the need to m a k e  a difference and try to turn a 

negative into a positive, teaching m y  n e p h e w  and 2 children e m p o w e r m e n t  

instead of victimization. A  change in this law will s h o w  that through hard w o r k  

a n d  believing in an idea one person can m a k e  positive impact on  society. T h e  

outpouring of support from the people of anchorage has also had a healing effect 

o n  Shaun.

Again, I ask for your support in passing H o u s e  Bill 74. I want to thank the 

committee for their attention and support. This bill must be passed as soon as 

possible, before another y o u n g  m a n  or w o m e n  is victimized as S h a u n  w a s  in 

N o v e m b e r .  T h a n k  y o u  for taking the time to listen to m e  today.
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H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  74

IN T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N IN E T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - F IR ST  SESSIO N  

BY  REPRESEN TA T IV E  BUNDE 

Introduced: 1/16/95
Referred : State A ffairs, Judiciary, Finance

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D

1 " A n  A c t  r e la t in g  to  th e  a s sa u lt  o f  c h i ld r e n  b y  a d u lts ."

2  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

3 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  11.41.220(a) is amended to read:

4 (a) A  person commits the crime of assault in the third degree if that person

5 (1) recklessly

6 (A) places another person in fear of imminent serious physical

7 injury by means of a dangerous instrument;

8 (B) causes physical injury to another person by means of a

9 dangerous instrument; or

10 (C) while being 18 years of age or cider

11 (i) causes physical injury to a child under 10 years of age

12 and the injury reasonably requires medical treatment;

13 (ii) causes physical injury to a child under 10 years of

14 age on more than one occasion; [OR]

15 (2) with intent to place another person in fear of death or serious

HB0074a .1- HB 74
,V?* T e x t  Undfirl I DELETED TEXT BRACKETED I

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y



physical injury to the person or the person’s family member makes repeated threats to

cause death or serious physical injury to another person: or . t-

(3) while being 18 years of age or older; causes physical injury to 

a child under 16 years of age but at least 10 years of age and the injury 

reasonably requires medical treatment.

* Sec. 2. A S  11.41.220 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) In a prosecution under (a)(3) of this section, it is an affirmative defense 

that, at the time of the alleged offense, the defendant reasonably believed the victim 

to be 16 years of age or older, unless the victim was under 13 years of age at the time 

of the alleged offense.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 
HB 74

N o v e m b e r  of 1994 w a s  a turning point for one 14 year old A n c h o r a g e  boy. 

W h i l e  delivering newspapers, via his s n o w  machine, early one m o r n i n g  S e a n  

Jensen w a s  viciously attacked b y  3 adults over the age of twenty. T h e s e  “adults” 

held S e a n  while they punched out his t w o  front teeth and ran over h i m  with his 

o w n  s n o w  m a c h i n e  before they chased h i m  h o m e .

S e a n’s three attackers are charged with a misdemeanor. T h e  public is outraged. 

If S e a n  w a s  10 years old or less his attackers w o u l d  be charged with a felony for 

this vicious attack.

H B  7 4  will give prosecutors the ability to charge people over the age of 18 with a 

felony if they cause a physical injury that reasonably requires medical treatment 

to a child between the ages of 10 and 16.

In order to avoid unnecessary felony charges, H B  7 4  provides the prosecutor 

with the flexibility to charge a defendant with a m i s d e m e a n o r  (as they are 

charged under current statute) if the defendant reasonably believes the victim w a s  

16 years of age or older. This provision protects those w h o  should not have a 

felony charge as well as, minimizing the fiscal impact to the state.

T h a n k  y o u  for your positive consideration of H B  74.

SPONSOR STATEMENT
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S U B J E C T :  Sectional Summary of H B  74. (Work Order No. 9-LS0368\A)

T O :  Representative Con Bunde

Attn: Pattie Swenson

F R O M :  Gerald P. Luckhaupt

Legislative Counsel

Y o u  have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill. As a preliminary matter, 

please note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an authoritative 

interpretation of the bill - the bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill amends A S  11.41 220(a)by providing that a person commits assault in 

the third degree1' if the person is 18 years of age or older and causes physical injury that 

reasonably requires medical treatment to a child between the ages of 10 and lO.*

Section 1 of the bill amends A S  11.41.220 by providing a new subsection that provides an 

affirmative defense1 to a prosecution under section I of the bill to a defendant that reasonably 

believes the victim was 16 years of age or older unless the victim was under 13 years of age 

at the time of the offense.

GPL:glc

95-077.gic

1 Assault in the third degree is a class "C" felony punishable as provided in AS 12.55.125.

Recklessly causing physical injury reasonably requiring medical treatment to a child under 10 years o f 
age is punishable as assault in the third degree under AS 11.41,220(a )( 1 )(C )(i).

’ AS 11.81 900 (b )( I ) provides "affirmative defense" means that
(A ) some evidence must bo admitted which places in issue the defense, and
(B ) the defendant has the burden o f establishing the defense by a preponderance o f  the evidence".
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