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I C S FO R  H O U SE B IL L  NO. 479(JUD)

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A•I
I N IN E T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N
• I! B Y  T H E  H O U S E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M IT T E E( O ffered:|| Referred:

Sponsor(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  G .D A V IS A B IL LFO R  AN A C T  EN TITLED  ,"A n Act relating to civil liability for injuries or death resulting from equine activities."
B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F TH E ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

i ;* Section 1. A S  0 9 .6 5  is amended by adding a new section to read: t
Sec . 0 9 .6 5 .1 4 5 . IM M U N IT Y  F O R  IN JU R IE S  R E S U L T IN G  F R O M  E Q U IN E  

A C n v m E S .  (a ) E xcept as p rovided in (b ) o f  this section, a person , and the personal 
rep resen tative o f  a pe rson , w ho su ffe rs  an in ju ry  o r death resu lting  f ro m  an inheren t

i
r is k  o f  an equine ac tiv ity  m ay not re cove r c iv i l damages from  an equ ine activ ity 
sp onso r, an equine p ro fe ss ion a l, o r  an equine ow ner.

(b ) T h is section does not a ffe c t a c iv i l action f o r  dam ages resu lting  from
(1 )  g ross negligence o r  reckless o r  intentional m isconduct o f  the e q u in e 1

activ ity  sp onso r, equine p ro fess iona l, o r  equine owner, o r  agents o r  em p loyees o f  the
I |

equ ine ac tiv ity  sponso r, equine p ro fe ss ion a l, o r  equine ow ner;
( 2 )  a dangerous latent cond ition  that is know n o r  sh ou ld  have been
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know n  to the equine activity sp onso r, equine p ro fe ss ion a l, o r  equ ine ow ne r and fo r  
which warning s i p s  have not been consp icuously posted i f  the equine activity sponsor, 
equ ine p ro fe ss ion a l, o r  equine ow ne r ow ns, leases, rents, o r  is o therw ise in law fu l

4  (|! possession and con tro l o f  the land o r fac ilities where the in ju ry  o r  in ju ries resu lting in
5  !|
6
7  1

death occu rred ;
( 3 )  fau lty  o r de fec tive  equ ipm ent, tack, o r  a p roduct p rov id ed  by the

equine ac tiv ity  sponsor, equine p ro fe ss ion a l, o r  equine ow ner;
!

8  ( 4 )  the fa ilu re  o f  the equine ac tiv ity  sponsor, equ ine p ro fe ss ion a l, o r
9  ; equ ine ow ne r who p rovided the equine to m ake reasonab le e f fo r ts  to determ ine the

1 0   ̂ a b ility  o f  the in ju red  person to partic ipate sa fe ly  in the equine ac tiv ity  and to sa fe ly
1 1  m anage the equine invo lved  in the equ ine ac tiv ity ;

!|1 2  (5 )  in ju ry  o r death o f  a spectator.
1 3  1 (c ) In  this section,

l| |
1 4  (1 )  "equine" means a horse , p ony , m u le , donkey , o r  h inny ;
15 (2 )  "equine activity" m eans a show , fa ir , com petition , pe rfo rm ance , o r

i j
16  parade in v o lv in g  an equ. ie, equine rid ing , inspecting, eva lua ting , board ing , tra in ing ,
1 7  o r  teach ing ; ;
1 8  (3 )  "equine activity sponsor" means a person w ho p rov ides an equine,
1 9  land , o r  fac ilitie s  fo r  an equine activ ity ;
2 0  ( 4 )  "equine p ro fe ss ion a l" m eans a person who rece ives com pensation
2 1  I f o r  instructing during an equine ac tiv ity , fo r  sponsoring  an equine ac tiv ity , o r  fo r  the
2 2  use o f  an equ ine ;
2 3  ( 5 )  "inherent risk  o f  an equine ac tiv ity " means a danger o r  c rn d it io n
2 4  that is an in teg ra l part o f  an equine ac tiv ity , inc lud ing
2 5  j (A ) the p ropensity o f  an equine to behave in a w ay that m ay
2 6  resu lt in in ju ry , harm , o r  death to a person on o r  around the equ ine ;
2 7  „ (B )  the unp red ic tab ility  o f  an equ ine ’ s reaction  to a sound ,
2 8  ; sudden m ovem ent, o r  u n fam ilia r ob ject, pe rson , o r  o ther an im a l;ii
2 9   ̂ (C ) c o llis ion s w ith  o ther equines, ob jects, o r  a pe rson ; o r
3 0  (D )  the potentia l o f  a person to act in a neg lig en t m anner that

ij
3 1  , may contribu te to in ju ry to the person o r others.
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*  J- c . 2 . T h is A c t app lies to a c iv il action that accrues on  o r  a fte r the e ffe c tive  date o f  this 
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Date of Committee Action= - 3 / / ^
The JUDICIARY Committee considered: HB 479

HOUSE BELL NO. 479 IMMUNITY FOR EQUINE ACTIVITIES

“An Act relating to civil liability for injuries or death resulting from equine activities.”

recommends it be replaced
with the following committee substitute

[ ] add itiona l re fe rra l t o ___________________
f | attached am endm ent(s )

A D O P T S :___________________________________

C om m ittee

__________________________________Le tte r o f  Intent

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F IS C A L  N O T E (s ) : (Dcp0 A P P R O V E S  P R E V IO U S :

[ ] fisca l n o te (s ) ____________________________  f 1 fisca l n o t e ( s ) _____________

[ ] the sam e title  
[ q -a "new  tit le

(DcpVDalc)

[ 1 ze ro  fisc a l no te (s ) [ cK ze ro  fisc a l n o te (s ) C ^ V  3 -

C H A IR ’ S S IG N A T U R E

SIG N IN G  W ITH R E CO M M E N D A T IO N S



STATE EQUINE LAWS
S T A T E L A W

P A S S E D
S I G N S
P O S T E D

R E L E A S E  
W /W A R N I N G

S P E C I A L
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

A l a b a m a Y e s Y e s Y e s

A l a s k a NO

A r i z o n a Y e s No Y e s

A r k a n s a s Y e s Y e s No

C a l i f o r n i a P e n d i n g

C o l o r a d o Y e s Y e s Y e s

C o n n e c t i c u t Y e s No No

D e l a w a r e Y e s

F l o r i d a Y e s Y e s Y e s

G e o r g i a Y e s Y e s Y e s

H a w a i i Y e s NO No

1 I d a h o Y e s No No

I l l i n o i s Y e s Y e s Y e s

! I n d i a n a Y e s Y e s Y e s
i
j I o w a No

' K a n s a s Yes Y e s Y e s

K e n t u c k y P e n d i n g

L o u i s i a n a Y e s Y e s Y e s

M a i n e Y e s NO Y e s

M a r y l a n d No

M a s s a c h u s e t t s Y e s Y e s Y e s

M i c h i g a n Y e s Y e s Y e s

M i n n e s o t a Y e s Y e s No Non-Profit entities 
only

M i s s i s s i p p i Y e s Y e s Y e s Also creates volunteer 
loaunltles

M i s s o u r i Y e s yes Y e s

M o n t a n a Y e s No No

N e b r a s k a P e n d i n g

N e v a d a No

N e w  H a m p s h i r e No

N e w  J e r s e y P e n d i n g

N e w  M e x i c o Y e s Y e s No

N e w  Y o r k P e n d i n g

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a P e n d i n g



O u n l J u  jC .^o'xiViC, JuA.rtO

S T A T E L A W
P A S S E D

S I G N S
P O S T E D

R E L E A S E
W / W A R N I N G

S P E C I A L
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

N o r t h  D a k o t a Y e s No No 1
O h i o No

------1I

O k l a h o m a P e n d i n g !

O r e g o n Y e s No Y e s knnxifittei apply to add! 
pirtiopania

P e n n s y l v a n i a P e n d i n g i
R h o d e  I s l a n d Y e s Y e s Y e s

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a Y e s Y e s Y e s
1

South D a k o t a Y e s Y e s No

T e n n e s s e e Y e s Y e s Y e s

T e x a s Y e s Y e s Y e s 1

U t a h Y e s No NO

V e r m o n t P e n d i n g

V i r g i n i a Y e s No Y e s j
W a s h i n g t o n Y e s No No I

W e s t  V i r g i n i a Y e s No *No Participants must sign 
statsesnt.

W i s c o n s i n Y e s N o No 1

W y o m i n g Y e s No No 11
1

T O T A L S P A S S E D :  3 5 P EN D ING :  9 NO: 6
I
1
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SU a t fk a  ib t a t c  ^ le g i s la t u r e
Interim:
145 Main Street Loop #223 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 (9 0 7 ,283-7095 
(907) 283-3075 (fax)
(907) 262-7574(h)

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  L .  D a v i s

Session:
State Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99801 
(907)465-2693 
(fax )(907)465-3835

S PO N SO R  S T A T E M E N T  

HB 479
" A n  A c t r e l a t i n g  to  c iv il l i a b i l i ty  f o r  i n ju r i e s  o r  d e a th  

r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  e q u in e  a c t i v i t i e s . "

H B  479 is  in t e n d e d  to  p ro v id e  o w n e r s  and  h a n d le r s  in  the e q u in e  
p r o f e s s io n  e x t r a  p r o t e c t io n  f r om  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  l a w s u i t s .  T h e  
r e a s o n in g  b e h in d  th i s  p ro p o s i t io n  i s  tha t h o r s e s  and  r e la t e d  a n im a l s  
c a n  be  u n p r e d i c t a b le  in  th e i r  b e h a v io r .  T h i s  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  i s  an 
in h e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  som e  d o m e s t i c  a n im a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  e q u in e s  
b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  s i z e  an d  s p e c i f i c  u t i l i z a t i o n  fo r  h um an  a c t i v i t i e s .

A  h o r s e  th a t i s  c a r r y in g  a r id e r  c an  be e a s i l y  sp o o k e d  b y  a n u m b e r  o f  
e v e n t s .  I f  th e  r i d e r  i s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  th row n  f r o m  the h o r s e ,  th e  
o w n e r  o r  t r a in e r  m a y  no t be d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  a c c id e n t .
T h i s  w o u l d  be t r u e  a s  lo n g  as the o w n e r  o r  t r a in e r  h a s  c a r e d  f o r  and  
t r a in e d  the  e q u in e  in  the  b e s t  p o s s ib le  m ann e r .

O b v i o u s l y ,  the re  a re  a n um b e r  o f  e x c e p t io n s  to th i s  p ie c e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  I f  the o w n e r  ' v  t ra in e r  is n e g l ig e n t  in p r o p e r ly  c a r in g  fo r  
th e  h o r s e  o r  u se s  f a u l t y  e q u ip m en t  ( su ch  as the s a d d le ) ,  t h e y  w o u ld  
n o t  be  im m u n e  to  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y .  T h i s  b i l l  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  o th e r  
e x c e p t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  p la c in g  an o b v io u s l y  in e x p e r ie n c e d  r i d e r  on  a 
h i g h - s p i r i t e d  h o r s e  k n o w n  f o r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  
b e h a v i o r .

P e o p le  w h o  p a r t i c ip a te  in  e q u ' i ie  a c t i v i t i e s  a rc  aw a re  b e fo r e h a n d  o f  
th e  n s k s  i n v o l v e d .  M a n y  o f  the r e s u l t in g  u n fo r tu n a te  a c c i d e n t s  a re 
i n t r i n s i c  in  n a tu re .  T h e re fo re ,  in n o cen t  p a r t ie s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  h e ld  
a c c o u n t a b l e  s im p l y  f o r  c o m p e n s a t io n .

Representing House District 8s -<MntP ■ 5»erline Funny River Teener I .i0.1’" ' Hor • r’ Sum .• 1



g la s i k a  £ ? ta tc  U r g i g l a t u r e
Interim:
145 Main Street Loop #223 
Kenai. Alaska 0 9611 
(907) 283-7095 
(907) 283-3075 (fax)
(907) 262-7574 (h)

Session:
Slate Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99801 
(907)465-2693 
(fax) (907) 465-3835

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  L .  D a v i s

S E C T IO N A L  A N A L Y S IS  O F  HB 479 
A B IL L  F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

"A n  A c t  r e la t in g  to  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  i n j u r i e s  o r dea th  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  
e q u i n e  a c t i v i t i e s . "

S e c t i o n  1 is  an a d d i t io n  to A S  09.65 s t a t in g  tha t a sp o n so r  o r  
p r o f e s s io n a l  o f  e q u in e  a c t i v i t y  is  no t l i a b l e  f o r  c i v i l  d a m a g e s  tha t 
a r i s e  f r o m  the i n j u r y  o r  d e a th  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  e q u in e  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h i s  s e c t io n  a l s o  o u t l i n e s  the e x c e p t io n s  to  th i s  a c t .  I f  an e q u in e  
a c t i v i t y  s p o n so r  o r  p r o f e s s io n a l  i s  g u i l t y  o f  r e c k le s s  o r  in t e n t io n a l  
m i s c o n d u c t ,  he/she can  s t i l l  be h e ld  l i a b l e  f o r  d am a g e s .  O th e r  
e x c e p t i o n s  a re  the f a i l u r e  to  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  w a rn in g  s i g n s  fo r  a 
d a n g e r o u s  c o n d i t i o n ,  f a u l t y  e q u ip m e n t ,  a l l o w in g  an u n s k i l l e d  
p a r t i c i p a n t  to  b e c o m e  e n g a g e d  in a r i s k y  a c t i v i t y  and the  i n j u r y  o r  
d e a th  o f  a sp e c ta to r .

I n  th e  la t t e r  pa r t  o f  s e c t io n  1, the  k e y  te rm s  are d e f in e d  in  o r d e r  to 
p r o v i d e  c l a r i t y .

S e c t i o n  2 s ta te s  th a t  th i s  a c t  w o u l d  a p p ly  to a l l  c i v i l  a c t i o n s  tha t 
o c c u r  on o r  a f te r  th e  e f f e c t i v e  d a te ,  w h ic h  is  90 d a y s  a f t e r  th e  b i l l  
b e c o m e s  l a w .

Reprc'entine Hmi^e District 8



Interim:
145 Main Street Loop #223 
Kenai. Alaska 99611 
(907)283-7095 
(907) 283-3075 (fax)
(907)262-7574(h)

U lla SU a  £l>tnte l e g i s l a t u r e
1 V,

*- *

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r y  L .  D a v i s

Session:
State Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99801 
(907)465-2693 
(fax) (907) 465-383

M E M O R A N D U M

To : L a b o r  an d  C o m m e rc e  C o m m it t e e

F r o m :  R ep . G a r y  D a v i s

R e : p ro p o s e d  am e n d m en t s  fo r  CS  fo r  H B  479

D a te :  M a r c h  5, 1996

p a g e JJjLS

1). 2 12&13

2 ) . 2 6

3). 2

4). 2

5). 2

1 4

23

30

a m e n d m e n t

d e le te  [o r  o f  a p e rson  w h o  e n g a g e s  
in  an e q u in e  a c t i v i t y  b u t  d o e s  n o t  
r id e ,  t r a in ,  o r  d r i v e  an e q u in e ; ]

a )ch an ge  to  re a d ,  " f a u l t y  o r 
d e f e c t i v e  e q u ip m e n t ,  t a c k  o r  
p r o d u c t  p r o v id e d  b y  the e q u in e  
a c t i v i t y  s p o n so r . . . "

d e le t e  e n t i r e  l in e

c h a n g e  to  re a d ,  " fo r  in s t r u c t in g  
d u r in g  an e q u in e  a c t i v i t y ,  fo r  
s p o n so r in g  an e q u in e  a c t i v i t y , o r 
fo r  the u se  o f  an e q u in e . "

c h a n g e  to  re a d ,  " c o l l i s io n s  w i th  
o th e r  e q u in e s ,  o b je c t s  o r p e r s o n s : "

Representing House District 8 
Soldotna, Sterling. Funny River. Cooper Landing. Hope, Moose Pass. Seward



7 ) . 1 9

6 ) .  2  2 0 c h an ge  to re a d ,  "a p e r so n  w h o  
p r o v id e s  an  e q u i n e , la n d  o r  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  an e q u in e  a c t i v i t y ; "

ch an g e  to  re a d ,  " e q u in e  a c t i v i t y  
sp o n so r ,  an  e q u in e  p r o f e s s io n a l ,  & r 
an e a u in e  o w n e r "

" E q u in e  o w n e r "  i s  b e in g  in c lu d e d  to  c o v e r  th o se  p e o p le  w h o  
o w n  e q u in e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  u se  b u t  d o  not p r o v id e  th em  f o r  an  e q u in e  
a c t i v i t y  a s  d e f i n e d  u n d e r  " e q u in e  a c t i v i t y  s p o n so r . "



1996 LEG ISLA T IV E  SESSION
Ravtsion Oito; Department Commerce end Economtc DevoJopmentTWa: Immunity (or Equfne Activities  BRU: Insurance______________________________ _

Component O p e r a t io n s __________________
Sponsor Representative Q. Davis__________________________ _______________________________
Requestor Representative G. Davis__________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL_NO.___________  *354

FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BILL NO. H B  479_____________

EapandtturWRevooues_______________    (Thousands of Do6arg)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 96 i FY 99 FY00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES I
TRAVEL !
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES i
EQUIPMENT :
LAND 4 STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING o o o o o o 0.0 0.0 0.0

I CAPITAL EXPENDTTURES 

[CHANGE IN REVENUES ~

FUND SOURCE_____________________  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Recasts

----------------------------------------------------------------  -------------- ■

1003 GF Match I
1004 General Fund
1005 GF/Program Receipts I
1006 GF/MHT1A
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY 96) cost: $ 0.0

F U L L - T I M E  
P A R T - T I M E  
T E M P O  R A F  v

0  0  0  0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)
No fiscal impact

Joan Brown, Administrative O fficer^-;
Division: Insurance
Approved bv Commissioner William L Hcnsiey / j '  L — L .
Agency: Commerce and Ecu&iomic Development

Phone: 465-2597
Date: 2/13/96 
Date: ’•

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPtES TO GOV E R N O R S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distnbution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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Feb ru a ry  28. 1996

To: H ou se  Labor nnd Commerce Committee 

Dear Sirs:

I regre t tha t I am  unab le  to  nttond the schedu led  teleconference* hear ing oo 
p roposed  H ou se  Bill #*79. U l iU i y l y  BUPUOll lilfc iflH.

W e  own  n riding fadlrty/fnrm on tho Kenai Pcn in tu ln . A good portion of our farm 
in com e com e s  from giv ing riding le s so n s  or ranting ou r ho rse s .  Our farm is  often 
vfcRed b y  local schoo l ch ild ren who a lw ays want to top off the ir v is it with a  ho rse  
ride. I a l s o  have been a  4-H Horae Leader for 14 yea rs .

In add it ion  to the econom ic  va lu e  of our b u s in e s s ,  th rough m y con tinued work with 
4-H an d  other kkfs. I con s tan t ly  se e  tho benefits they rece ive b y  hav ing someth ing 
con c tn icW p  to do, ca r ing  for a n d  k iam ing abou t horcec . I havo he lped kkte 
s u c c e s s fu l l y  compete at a  S ta te  level in equ ine events .

A lth o u g h  w e  run a  v e ry  pro fess iona l b u s in e s s  and  I am  coustMntly u p g ra d in g  rny 
e duca t io n  to s ta y  ab re a s t  of new  training methods and  p roduc ts , the fenr o f  n 
‘fr ivo lous ' law su it c re a te s  incred ib le menta. s t re s s .  I o ften find m yse lf  realiz ing how 
much  rfek I am  putting myse lf and m y fam  ly in d ue  to tho 'sue  happy' pub lic

W o  a l s o  c d l  hay  from the farm  and all at our hay  s a le s  fo r  the  la s t  seve ra l yea rs  
h a s  gone  to people the t ra ise  ho rses . 1 don't know if there a re a n y  accu ra te  
n um be rs  on how  m any ho r se s  are in the S ta te but they play an  important part in 
the d ive rs ity  of the economy. Th is is  an  important bill b e c a u s e  it will m ake it ea s ie r  
for o the rs to ge t into the  ho rse  bus ine ss .

Ao d a t e d  in HQ #479. even  lire most docile ho rse  can  b e  unpred ic tab le . I f e d  that 
if the in struc to r or ho rse  owner h a s  done their bea t to e d u c a te  th e  potential rider of 
tho poee ib le  acc iden ts , a n d  the rider choo se s  to ride anyway , they shou ld  shou lde r 
the  respons ib i l i ty  for wha t m ight happen after t t ia l

Sh ir ley  Srf ioRenborg '■
HC 67 Box 250
Ancho r Point, A la ska  90556

(907)567-3487



600 East Railroad Ave 
Wasilla, A K  99654

Re: House Bill No. 479

To W h o m  it m a y  concern:

I respec t f u l l y  request that you support House Bill No. 479 
"Immunity for injuries resulting from Equine Activities."
This is a m u c h  needed addition to Alaska Law to protect 
an i n d u s t r y  that has a propensity for the unpredictabilit y 
of an animal.

However, I should like to suggest that a few amendments be 
c o n s i d e r e d :

Line 6 page 2 and line 14 page 2 appear to be able to be 
combined to s o m e th ing like

the failure of equipment or tack that 
is in poor repair or known to be def ective 
provided by the equine activity sponsor 
or equine professional.

add at the end
unless the injury or death is caused by 
that persons own negligence

change wording to include 
or sponsoring after the word during

add at the end of line 
persons

Also somewhere in this bill should be something about Farriers 
and Veterinarians.

Someone m a y  wish to examine the similar laws of the states 
of W as hington and Color ado and I believe Idaho and Oregon and 
Califorina have them also.

Thank you for taking the time to read m y  concerns and I hope 
to be able to follow this bill through the process.

Sincerely,

Line 13

Line 23 

Line 30
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Farm & Ranch Supplies 
Health F o o d s

281 Aspen Avenue 
Sokkxna, AK 99669 
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FEBRUARY 2i**£96

TO Rep. Gary Davis 
Re: HB 479

I support HB 479 which limits civil liability in equine activities.

When one deals with animals anything can happen, even when every 
precaution is taken

People have to take responsibility for their own participation if the want 
horse owners to share their talents end their horses.

I. and others, have specifically curtailed horse riding lessons, boarding, 
and general neighborly horse activity because of fear of lawsuits. 
Therefore, the possibility of frivolous suits definitely affects direct 
equine business and related markets like feed and tack.

Support HB 479

Yours,

P r esid en t
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