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IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N IN E T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

B Y  T H E  H O U S E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M IT T E E
Offered:Referred:
Sponsor(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  T O O H E Y , Kelly

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to violations of municipal ordinances and regulations, and to 

civil penalties for violation of municipal ordinances by juveniles."

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 474(JUD)
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3 ! BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
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*  S e c t io n  1 . A S  2 9 .1 0 .2 0 0  is amended by add ing a new paragraph to read:
( 5 4 )  A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0 (e ) (n o tice  o f  o rd inance en fo rcem ent against a

m in o r ).
*  S e c . 2. A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0 (b )  is amended to read:

(b ) The m unic ipality o r an aggrieved person m ay institute a c iv il action against 
a  person w ho v io la tes an ord inance, including a minor as provided in AS 47.10.145. 
In  add ition  to in junctive and com pensatory re lie f, a c iv i l pena lty not to exceed $ 1 ,0 0 0  
m ay  be im posed  fo r  each v io la tion . An action to en jo in  a v io la tion  may be brought 
no tw ith stand ing  the ava ilab ility  o f  any o the r rem edy . On app lication  fo r  in junctive 
r e l i e f  and a fin d ing  o f  a v io la tion  o r a threatened v io la t io n , the superio r cou rt sha ll 
g ran t the in junction . E ach  day that a v io la t io n  o f  an o rd inance continues constitutes
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a separate v io la t ion .
*  Sec . 3 . A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0  is amended by adding new subsections to read :

(e ) The munic ipality shall provide written notice to the com m iss ioner o f  health 
and soc ia l serv ices o r  to the com m iss ioner’ s designee o f  the com m encem ent o f  a c iv il 
en fo rcem en t action fo r  the v io la tion  o f  an ordinance under (b ) o f  th is section against 
a m in o r. U n le ss  the com m issioner and the municipality negotia te an agreement 
m ak ing  o th e r arrangements to satis fy the ob liga tion imposed cn the m un ic ipa lity  by 
this subsection , the municipality m ay p rov ide notice by m ailing a copy o f  the citation 
o r  o ther document setting out the notice o f  the commencement o f  the c iv il en forcement 
action . T h is  subsection applies to hom e ru le  and general law  m un ic ipa lities .

( f )  In  this section, "m ino r" means a person under 18 years o f  age.
*  Sec . 4 . A S  4 7 .1 0  is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec . 4 7 .1 0 .1 4 5 . C IV IL  P E N A L T IE S  F O R  V IO L A T IO N  O F  M U N IC IP A L  
O R D IN A N C E S , (a ) Except as otherw ise provided in this section, the en forcem ent o f  
a  c iv i l pena lty  under AS 2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0 (b ) against a m inor fo r  v io la t io n  o f  a m unic ipa l 
o rd inance sh a ll be heard in the d istrict court in the same m anner as fo r  s im ila r 
a llegation s brought against an adult, except that the m inor’ s parent, guardian, o r  legal 
custodian sh a ll be present at a ll proceedings.

(b ) A llegation s against a m ino r fo r  a c iv il penalty under a munic ipal ordinance 
m ay be assigned to a hearing o ffic e r fo r  reso lu tion , i f  p rov ided  fo r  by munic ipal 
ord inance .

(c ) An action fo r  a c iv il penalty filed  against a m inor under this section does 
not g ive rise  to the righ t to a tria l by ju r y  o r  to counsel appointed at pub lic  expense.

CSHB 474(JUD) -2-
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'-unuimiec: March 1J, 1996 FURTH ER  REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action: 3 / W ? g .

I’he JUDICIARY Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 474

HB 474

VIOLATIONS OF MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES & REGS

‘An Act relating to violations of municipal ordinances and regulations; and amending the definition of the jurisdiction 
of the superior court and the Department of Health and Social Services over delinquent minors to add a further 
exclusion from that jurisdiction for a minor's violation of a municipal ordinance or regulation that is punishable as an 
nfraction or violation, and making a related technical amendment to that jurisdictional definition.”
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STATE OF ALASKA 
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION }
Revision Date: !
Title:

\ F I S C A L  N O T E
BEJ.NO. HB 474

Juvenile infractions

Sponsor: Rep. Toohey 4-
Dept. Affected: Alaska Court System

BRU: Trial Courts_________Component: _________________________Requestor House Judiciary COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 768

Expenditures/Revenues
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 93 FYOO FY 01 , FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICE3 
TRAVEL 
CONTRACTUAL 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LANDS STRUCTURES 
GRANTS & CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS

49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1

1
1

1

TOTAL OPERATING 49.1 j 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1

CAPfFAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005GF/Program Receipts 
1037GF/Mental Health 
Other

49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1

1

TOTAL 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1 49.1 4J.1

Estimate of any current year (FY 96) cost: None >_

P o s it io n s
Fu ll-T im e :
P a r t-T im e 2 .0 2 .0 2 .0 2 .0 2 .0 2 .0
T em porary I 1ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page If necessary)

1See attached fiscal analysis.
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Alaska Court System
Fiscal Analysis
HB 4 7 4

HB 474 amends AS 47.10.010(b), to provide that if a juvenile is cited for a 
noncriminal offense under a municipal ordinance for which a conviction cannot result 
in incarceration or the loss of a valuable license and for which a fine schedule has 
been established under AS 29.25.070(a), the juvenile will be charged, prosecuted and 
sentenced in district court in the same manner as an adult.

It is anticipated that the major municipalities will create infractions specific to 
juveniles, such as curfew infractions. It is also anticipated that municipalities will 
create juvenile infraction substitutes for many existing crimes such as vandalism and 
shoplifting. The citations which are contested will come before the court system. 
Based upon statistics generated during the first two months of Anchorage's complex 
civil curfew system, and the per capita rate at which adults are charged with 
misdemeanors, this note assumes that HB 474 will generate 6000 citations per year 
statewide. Noncontested citations may be paid directly to the municipalities; 
however, defendants may contest citations or enter guilty pleas at court. Thus, many 
persons subject to this section will come before a district judge and/or pay citations 
through the court's accounting system. This note assumes that one-third of juvenile 
citations will be run through the court system; this is the rate at which the courts deal 
w ith  other municipal citations. It should be kept in mind that the rate at which 
juveniles contest citations will depend on the size of fines set by the municipalities in 
the fine schedule.
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Alaska Court System
Fiscal Analysis
HB 474

Personal Services 

Positions

Court Clerk II, range 10A, PPT, 8 months, Anchorage/statewide 

Committing Magistrate, range 22B, PPT, Anchorage/statewide, 3 months 

Overtime for In-Court Clerks at range 12A for additional trials ^

L  ^
{Estimated Total Cost s

I

I

Salary Benefits

516,008

13,815

56,800

3.667

549,08 9

iismi
$22,808, ) 

17,482 

8,800

r
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 474( )
IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N IN E T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SE S S IO N

B YO ffered:Referred:
S p on so rs): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  T O O H E Y , KellyA BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED "An Act relating to violations of municipal ordinances and regulations, and to civil penalties for violation of municipal ordinances by juveniles."BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:* Section 1. A S 2 9 .1 0 .2 0 0  is amended by adding a new  paragraph to read:

( 5 4 )  A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0 (e )  (notice o f  ord inance en fo rcem ent against a
m in o r ).* Sec. 2. A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0 (b )  is amended to read:

(b ) The municipality o r an aggrieved person may institute a c iv il action against 
a person who v io la tes an ord inance, including a minor as provided in A S  47.10.145. 
In  add ition  to in junctive and com pensatory re lie f, a  c iv il pena lty not to exceed $ 1 ,0 0 0  
m ay be im posed  fo r  each v io la t ion . An action to en jo in  a v io la tion  m ay be brought 
no tw ith stand ing  the av a ila b ility  o f  any other rem edy. On app lication fo r  in junctive 
r e l ie f  and a fin d ing  o f  a v io la t ion  o r  a threatened v io la t io n , the superio r cou rt sh a ll 
g ran t the in junction . Each day that a v io la tion  o f  an ord inance continues constitutes
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a separate v io la t ion .
*  S ec . 3. A S 2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0  is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(e ) The m un ic ipa lity sha ll provide written notice to the com m iss ioner o f  health 
and socia l services o r  to the commissioner's designee o f  the com m encem ent o f  a c iv il 
en fo rcem ent action fo r  the v io la tion  o f  an ordinance under (b ) o f  th is section against 
a  m ino r. U n less the com m iss ioner and the m un ic ipa lity negotiate an agreem ent 
m ak ing  o th e r arrangem ents to satisfy the ob ligation im posed on the m un ic ip a lity  by 
this subsection , the m un ic ipa lity  may provide notice by m ailing  a copy o f  the citation 
o r  other document setting out the notice o f  the commencement o f  the c iv il en fo rcem ent 
action . T h is  subsection app lies to home ru le and general law  m un ic ipa litie s .

( 0  In  this section , "m ino r" means a person under 18 yea rs o f  age.
*  S e c . 4. A S 4 7 .1 0  is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec . 4 7 .1 0 .1 4 5 . C IV IL  P E N A LT IE S  F O R  V IO L A T IO N  O F  M U N IC IP A L  
O R D IN A N C E S , (a ) Except as otherwise provided in this section , the en fo rcem ent o f  
a c iv i l pena lty  under A S  2 9 .2 5 .0 7 0 (b ) against a m inor f o r  v io la t io n  o f  a m un ic ipa l 
o rd inance sh a ll be heard in the district court in the same m anner as fo r  s im ila r 
a llegation s brought against an adult, except that the m inor's parent, guard ian , o r  lega l 
custod ian sh a ll be present at a ll proceedings.

(b ) A llegations against a m inor fo r  a c iv il penalty under a municipal ord inance 
m ay be assigned to a hearing o ffic e r fo r  reso lu tion , i f  p rov ided  f o r  by m un ic ipa l 
o rd inance .

(c ) A n action fo r  a c iv il penalty Filed against a m ino r under this section does 
no t g ive rise to the righ t to a tria l by ju ry  o r to counsel appointed at pub lic  expense.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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Slate  C a p ito l Ju n e a u , A K  99801-1182

T O :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  P o r t e r
J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C y n t h i a  T o o h e y  V- A *
D A T E :  M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 9 9 6

R E :  R e q u e s t  f o r  h e a r i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  4 7 4 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  r e g u la t i o n s ;  a n d  
a m e n d i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  
c o u r t  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
o v e r  d e l i n q u e n t  m i n o r s  t o  a d d  a  f a r t h e r  e x c lu s i o n  f r o m  
t h a t  J u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  a  m i n o r ' s  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a  m u n i c i p a l  
o r d i n a n c e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  i a  p u n i s h a b le  a s  a n  i n f r a c t i o n  
o r  v i o l a t i o n ,  a n d  m a k i n g  a  r e l a t e d  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  
t h a t  J u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n "

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t ,  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t h e  a b o v e ­
r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l  b e  s c h e d u le d  f o r  h e a r i n g  i n  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e

A t t a c h e d  h e r e w i t h  a r e :

S p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  
Z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e s  
S e c t i o n a l  A n a ly s i s  
L e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t

I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  o p p o s e  t h i s  b i l l .  T h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  a n d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  
t e s t i f i e d  a g a in s t  i t .

A  t e le c o n f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  L IO  a n d  o n e  o f f - s i t e  i n  A n c h o r a g e  i s  
r e q u e s t e d .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  M a r v e e n  a t  e x t e n s i o n  6 8 2 0  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .  
Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h a n k  „  >u.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  P le a s e  c o n t a c t  
M a r v e e n  C o g g in s  a t  e x t e n s i o n  6 8 2 0  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

I N T E R I M  A D D R E S S :  716 West 4th Avenue, Suite 330, Anchorage, 99501-2133
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Alaska State Legislature
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE CYNTHIA TOOHEY 

DISTRICT 13

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 9V80I-I182

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H O U S E  B I L L  4 7 4

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e *  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  
a n d  a m e n d i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  

a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  o v e r  d e l i n q u e n t  
m i n o r s  t o  a d d  a  f u r t h e r  e x c lu s i o n  f r o m  t h a t  J u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  a  m i n o r ' s  

v i o l a t i o n  o f  a  m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e  o r  r e g u la t i o n  t h a t  i s  p u n i s h a b le  a s  a n  
i n f r a c t i o n  o r  v i o l a t i o n ,  a n d  m a k i n g  a  r e la t e d  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o

t h a t  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n "

W e  h e a r  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  to  im p r o v e  t h e  
j u v e n i l e  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  i n  A la s k a .  D u e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  
s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  b y  J u v e n i l e s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e s s  s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  
i n f r a c t i o n s ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  o f f e r  n o  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  T h a t  i s  t h e  w r o n g  
m e s s a g e  t o  s e n d  t o  a  j u v e n i l e  o f f e n d e r .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  J u v e n i le  o f f e n d e r s  
h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g ly  b l a t a n t  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e i r  o f f e n s e s  w i t h  t h e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  c a n  d o  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  
t h e m .

H o u s e  B i l l  4 7 4  w o u ld  e x p a n d  t h e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  a l l o w  
t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a  v i o l a t i o n  o r  i n f r a c t i o n  o f  a n  o r d i n a n c e  
o r  r e g u la t i o n .  F o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  o r d i n a n c e s  o r  i n f r a c t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  
p u n i s h a b l e  b y  o n l y  a  f i n e .  J u v e n i le s  w o u ld  b e  t r e a t e d  as a d u l t s .

T h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  J u r i s d i c t i o n  w o u ld  e n a b le  j u v e n i l e s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e r e  
a r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t o  a l l  w r o n g f u l  a c t s .  T h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  m a y  h e lp  t o  
p r e v e n t  J u v e n i l e s  f r o m  p r o g r e s s i n g  t o  m o r e  s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s .

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  w o u ld  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .



L E G A L  S E R V IC E S

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
M ail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES  
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
130 Seward Street. Su ite 409
Juneau , A laska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M February 10, 1 9 96

SUBJECT: H ouse B i l l  4 7 4 . re la ting  to v io la tions o f  m un ic ipa l o rd inance and 
regu la tions -- sectiona l ana lys is (W o rk  O rde r N o . 9 - L S 1555VC)TO:

FROM: 96

H ou se  B i l l 4 7 4  w as prepared in  response to a request from  the M un ic ip a lity  o f  A nchorage 
to am end state law  re lating to d isposition  o f  o ffenses invo lv ing  m inors. The prem ises fo r  the 
c h an g e s -p ro se cu tio n  o f  m ino rs  fo r  certa in o ffen ses in the same m anner as a d u lt s -  
necessitates a b road e r treatm ent than w hat m ay have o rig in a lly  been intended.

T he b i l l  is best exp la ined  b a ck -to -fron t.

B i l l  sec tion  3 : U su a lly  under state law , when a m ino r is charged w ith v io la t io n  o f  a crim ina l 
o ffe n se  under state o r  m un ic ipa l law , the m inor is not prosecuted but the matter is addressed 
and d isposed o f  under statutes ap p lic ab le  to ju v e n ile  o ffenders . A S  4 7 .1 0 .0 1 0 (b )  lists a set 
o f  excep tions to th is treatment, dec la ring  that fo r  the o ffenses there lis ted , the m in o r w i ll be 
charged , prosecuted, and sentenced in the same m anner as an adult. Th is b ill section expands 
that lis t to inc lude v io la t io n s  o f  o rd inances and regu lations o f  m un ic ipa litie s fo r  which the 
pun ishm en t fo r  the v io la t io n  is o n ly  paym en t o f  a fin e  and im position  o f  no o the r pena lty . 
The in se rtion , in  the b i l l section , on  lin e s  18 and 19 o f  page 2 is a c o n fo rm ing  change.

B i l l  sec tion  2 : T h is  section am ends the p rov is ion  o f  the M un ic ipa l C ode , A S  2 9 , in which 
is set ou t the au tho rity  o f  m un ic ipa litie s to regulate conduct and en fo rce its enactments. Th is 
sec tion  attempts to  d iffe ren tia te  c ircum stances under which one m ay be charged w ith 
v io la t io n  o f  an ord inance w ithou t im pos ing  a corresponding ob lig a tion  on  the m un ic ipa lity  
to p ro v id e  fo r  a ju r y  tria l o r, in  p rop e r circum stances, court-appointed leg a l counse l. The 
d is tin c tion  is d raw n on  the basis o f  w hether the m unicipality's enactment q u a lifie s  o r  does 
no t q u a li fy  as a "m in o r o ffe n se " ; i f  a  m in o r o ffen se , then tria l on  the v io la t io n  need not 
in v o lv e  a ju r y  n o r is there an  ob lig a tio n  fo r  the court to appoint leg a l counse l. The 
characteristics o f  a "m in o r o ffe n se " are iden tified  in a D  ‘.strict C ou rt C rim in a l R u le , R u le  8. 
T h e  am endm en t m ade by th is b i l l sec tion  thus identifies the characteristics o f  a m in o r 
o f fe n s e ; i f  the m un ic ipa lity 's enactm ent meets those characteristics, the m atter m ay be



d isposed  o f  as a m in o r o ffen se  under the app lic ab le  court ru le ; i f  it does not, then a rguab ly  
the de fendan t is en titled  to tria l by ju ry  and, i f  app licab le , court appointed counse l.Bill sec tion  1 : U nde r the state’s Code o f  C rim ina l Procedure, AS 12, g ene ra lly  the c rim ina l 
law s o f  the state app licab le  to m isdemeanors are app licab le a lso to v io lations and in fractions. 
See A S  1 2 .8 0 .0 4 0 . H ow ever, there are excep tions , identified by cross-re fe rence appearing 
in A S  1 2 .8 0 .0 4 0 . T h is  b ill section adds the add itiona l p rovisions o f  b i ll section 2  to the 
c ross-re fe renced  exceptions. The intent is to m ake the point that, as an exception to the state 
law s o th e rw ise  app lic ab le  to v io la tion s and in frac tion s , when a m un ic ipa lity  punishes an 
o rd in an ce  as a v io la t io n  o r in frac tion  and the pun ishm ent qua lifies the conduct's treatm ent 
as a m in o r o ffe n se , the exceptions from  required ju r y  tria l and court appointed counsel app ly .

Representative Cynthia Toohey
February 10, 1996
Page 2
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Rick Mf/siram. M a y o r

i ii' i k  i: o r  n i i i  m i  n k  i i *.m . .m a .\.m »i : r
February 9, 1996

Representative Cynthia Toohev 
A laska State Legislature 
State Capito l 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Re: H . B . 474

Dear Representative Toohey:

Thank you fo r sponsoring H. B . 474 , regarding the jurisdiction o f  
municipalities over certain juvenile  infractions.

This b i ll o ffers an important re form  to the way in which juvenile crim inal 
activity is addressed.

Attached is an issue summary supporting the need fo r the proposed change.

Thank you  again fo r sponsoring this legislation. I f  we can o ffe r further 
in form ation, please let me know.

Sincere ly,

T im  Rogers
Legislative Program Coordinator



M U N IC IP A L IT Y  O F  A N C H O RA G E  
P U B L IC  SA FE T Y  P A R T N E R SH IP  P R O G R A M  

L E G IS L A T IV E  ISSU ES

Allow municipalities to respond to less serious juvenile behavior by 
expanding its jurisdiction to include the ability to subject juvenile 
offenders to civil infractions and/or mediation

Early intervention has been proven an effective means o f  changing young 
people ’ s attitudes and behaviors. Because the current juvenile justice 
system is overwhelmed with serious offenses and offenders, many offenders 
who begin with low er leve l or less dangerous conduct receive no 
meaningful consequences until they graduate to the higher level.

According to the 1994 Anchorage Police Department Annual Report, 
juven ile  arrests have increased 66%  since 1990. Juvenile offenders have 
become increasingly dangerous and increasingly blatant regarding their 
offenses in the knowledge that the system can do very little to them.

Recognizing this situation, the Municipality o f Anchorage would like the 
ability to respond to less serious juvenile behavior by expanding its 
ju risd iction to include the ability to subject juvenile offenders to civil 
infractions and/or mediation. This w ill allow the juven ile  justice system to 
focus on the more serious criminal acuvity while assuring that juvenile 
offenders o f  less serious offenses receive more immediate consequences fo r 
their actions.

SUPPORT



A ncho rag e
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e

M e m b e rs : H o u s e  C o m m u n ity  &  R eg io n a l A f fa ir s  C om m ittee  
A l A u s te rm a n  &  Iv a n  Iv a n  - C o -C h a irs  
F a x : 1 -9 0 7 -4 6 5 -4 5 8 9

D e a r  C om m it te e  M em be rs :

T h e  A n c h o ra g e  C h am b e r o f  C om m e rc e  C r im e  P re v e n tio n  C om m itte e  h a s  w o rk e d  
w ith  th e  M u n ic ip a lity  o f  A n c h o ra g e  o n  a c r im in a l ju stice package. T h e  c h am b e r 
h a s  p a s s e d  R e s o lu t io n  9 5 / 9 6 -5  s u p p o r t in g  th e  M un ic ip a lity ’s e ffo rts  o n  c r im in a l 
ju s t ic e  re fo rm .

I t  is  o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  that H B  4 7 4  a n d  H B  4 7 5  add re ss  pa rt o f  the c r im in a l 
ju s t ic e  re fo rm  p ackage . W e  w o u ld  l ik e  to  e n c ou ra g e  passage o f  b o th  b i l ls .

W e  ap p re c ia te  the s p ir it  o f  c o o p e ra t io n  b e tw een  the L eg is la tu re  and the 
M u n ic ip a li ty . T he  ch am be r a p p la u d s  y o u r  w o rk  on  reduc ing  c rim e . P le a s e  le t u s 
k n o w  i f  th e  ch am be r can be o r a n y  assis tance .

A g a in , w e  en cou rag e  the p a ssag e  o f  H B  4 7 4  a n d  H B  475. T hank y o u  fo r  y o u r  
c o n s id e ra t io n .

February 28,1996

S in c e re ly ,

C a r o l H e y m a n  
P re s id e n t

cc. R ep re se n  tive  C yn th ia  T o o h e y
B ob  B a ile y , ch a ir , A n ch o ra g e  C h am b e r C rim e  P re ven tion  C om m it te e

441 W est Sth Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alorka 99501*2309 (907) 272*2401 F A X  (907) 272*4117
Founded 19J5
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