


H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
Representative Jeannette James
Chair of House State Affairs Committee
Capitol Building (907) 465-3743 ph
Juneau, AK 99801-2197 (907) 465-2381 fax

STATE OF ALASKA
T H E  A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E

SPONSOR STATEMENT
H B  4 5 7  F i n e s :  u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  

R e p .  J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s  
February 6, 1995

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  LB & A  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s u n s e t  a u d i t s  o n  v a r i o u s  b o a r d s .

C u r r e n t  'a w  a l l o w s  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f p r a c t i c i n g  c e r t a i n  

o c c u p a t i o n s  w i th o u t  a  l i c e n s e  o n ly  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t s .  T h i s  

Bill a l l o w s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  to  i m p o s e  a  c iv il p e n a l t y  if a  

p e r s o n  p r a c t i c e s  o r  o f f e r s  to  p r a c t i c e  a n  o c c u p a t i o n  in  t h i s  

S t a t e  t h a t  is  r e g u l a t e d  u n d e r  T i t le  S e c . 0 8 . 0 1 .

T h e  c iv il p e n a l t y  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  $ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  e a c h  

o f f e n s e .  T h e  Bill a l s o  p r o v i d e s  fo r  e n f o r c e m e n t  

m e c h a n i s m s .



STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E
BILL NO. HB 457

Expenditures/Revenues_______
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S  
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS___________
TOTAL OPERATING

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

Revision Date]   Department: Commerce and Economic Development
Title: An Act relating to the unlicensed practice of  BRU: Occupational Licensing________________
certain occupations for which licenses are required.  Component: Operations___________________________
Sponsor Representative James
Requestor: House State Affairs___________________________________ C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O .  1844

CHANGE IN REVENUES

F U N D  S O U R C E ______________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 General Fund
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other 1091 Designated PR
T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY 96) cost: S  0.0

P O S IT IO N S
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)
HB 4 5 7  authorizes the department to establish a civil penalty fo r unlicensed practice o f  a regulated 
occupation in an amount not to exceed $ 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0 . The bill expands the department's cu rrent en forcem ent 
pow ers fo r  unlicensed activity by providing the civil fine option. New funds are n o t required to  implement this 
bill.

Prepared by: Jennifer Strickler, Administrative OfficCT— _________ Phone: 465-2144____
Division: Occupational Licensing f \ , Date: February 5 .1996
Approved by Commissioner: William L  Hensley ____________________  Date: 1 ' s '

Agency: Commerce and Economic Devetd'pment

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor** Legislative Office
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
D IV IS IO N C r O CCUPATIO NAL LIC EN S IN G

T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

P.O. BOX 110806 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0806 
PHONE: (907) 465-2534 
FAX: (907) 465-2974 
TDD: (907) 465-5437

DATE: January 24, 1996

TO: Walt Wilcox, Aide
Representative Jeannette James

.  ^
FROM: Catherine A. Reardon, Director f

Division of Occupational Licensing 
Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development

SUBJECT: Sunset Extension Bills

JANo  2 4 V
j G

I spoke with Randy Welker, the Legislative Auditor, to clarify a few points 
in his January 17 memo and sunset audits. I hope this information assists 
your effort to incorporate all audit recommendations into the bills.

On page 1 of his memo, Mr. Welker recommends clarifying Alaska Statute 
(AS) 08.71.145 regarding licensure of opticians by credential. Mr. Welker 
explained to me that he suggests amending that statute to specifically 
mention all the requirements in Regulation 12 AAC 30.100. Page 8 of the 
optician audit discusses this suggested language.

On page 2 of his memo, Mr. Welker recommends amending AS 08.20.140 to 
codify the current practice of requiring all chiropractic applicants to take 
the state exam. Repeal of the AS 08.20.140 ana AS 08.20.120(b) will 
achieve Mr. Welker’s goal, because all applicants would then have to satisfy 
the requirements of AS 08.20.12(a).

On page 2 of his memo, Mr. Welker recommends that the Legislature 
amend the optician statute to clarify whether employees of optometrists who 
provide optician services must be licensed opticians. This is a subject of 
substantial controversy between op' ometrists and opticians. The Division of 
Occupational Licensing believes that the current law reauires optometrists’ 
employees to be licensed opticians; however, directly adaressing the issue in 
statute would certainly resolve the ongoing dispute.

Finally, Mr. Welker’s memo recommends amending the law to give the 
Division of Occupational Licensing authority to impose civil fines for 
unlicensed activity. Mr. Welker explained that he is recommending this 
authority be granted for all division licensing programs, not just the opti­
cian program. The creation of a new section in AS 08.01 modeled after 
AS 08.48.295 (architects, engineers and land surveyors) would achieve this 
goal. Licensing boards should impose the fines in programs which have 
boards. The division should impose fines in programs it directly 
administers.

CAR/cwl840.oi
012496a
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E
L E G I S L A T I V E  B U D G E T  A N D  A U D I T  C O M M I T T E E

Division of Legislative Audit

P.O. Box 113300 
Juneau, AK 99811-3300 

(907)465-3830 
FAX (907) 465-2347

M E M Q-RA N D U M

T O : The Honorable M ark Hanley 
The Honorable Richard Foster 
Co-Chairs, House Finance Committee

F R O M : Randy S. Welker
Legislative Auditor

D A T E : January 17, 1996

R E: Sunset Audits

The Legislative Budget and A udit Committee has released the enclosed sunset audit reports 
on the Board o f Dispensing Opticians, the Board o f Chiropractic Examiners, and the Board 
o f  Examiners in Optometry.

I would like to take this opportunity to  provide the following comments on the legislation 
you have before your committee on each board.

Board of Dispensing Opticians (HB.382)
W e have recommended that the term ination date o f the board be extended to June 30, 2000 as 
provided for in House Bill 382.

W e are also recommending certain statutory changes regarding licensing by reciprocity and 
credentials. In Recommendation No. 1, we support the repeal o f  AS 08.71.150. This section 
is essentially irrelevant and serves to  provide legal support for applicants who have been 
rejected and are predisposed to legally challenging the board’s decision.

A lso in Recommendation No. 1, we suggest that AS 08.71.145 should be clarified to  provide 
that a  person licensed in another state w ith requirem ents and s tan d a rd s  essentially  
equ ivalen t to those o f A laska shall be  issued a  license in Alaska without examination. Such 
language would reflect the current standard being utilized by the board and provide a 
stronger statutory basis for those standards.



The Honorable Mark F  'ey - 2 - January 17, 1996
The Honorable Richard Foster 
Co-Chairs, House Finance Committee

Bflaid of,Chiropractic Examiners (HB .404)
O ur audit conclusion recommended a four year extension o f this board until the year 2000. 
This is one year sooner than the date contained in House Bill No. 404.

We are also recommending the legislature consider modifying AS 08.20.140. This statute 
provides a process by which applicants may be licensed as chiropractors without taking the 
state examination if they are licensed in another jurisdiction that has requirements equivalent 
to Alaska. The board has determined that no other jurisdiction has requirements essentially 
equivalent to those o f  Alaska. This has rendered the licensure by credentials statute 
meaningless.

Statutory amendment should codify current practice, thereby providing clear notice o f the 
licensing requirements and standards.

Board o f  Examiners.in-QptQmetrv.fHB-40S)

We are recommending that the board be extended to June 30, 2002. Additionally, we are 
recommending several changes to the optometry statutes.

First, we suggest the repeal o f AS 08.72.150 which establishes an administrative deadline for 
submitting applications to the Division o f  Occupational Licensing. We believe this deadline 
should be set by the board and the division through regulation.

Next, we recommend the repeal o f  the license requirements relating to branch offices (AS 
08.72.125). It appears that the conditions and concerns that originally gave rise to branch 
office licensing no longer exist.

We are also recommending the repeal o f  language relating to health and visual acuity 
requirements for licensure. AS 08.72.140 and AS 08.72.181 contain unreasonable and 
potentially discriminatory requirements.

Finally, we are recommending the Legislature clarify the statute that relates to the 
supervision and registration requirem ents o f  unlicensed individuals employed by opticians 
and optometrists.

We would respectfully request that the House Finance Committee consider amending the 
bills before you to address the issues summarized above regarding these specific boards.

Additionally, on a broader basis, we believe that the Division o f Occupational Licensing 
would benefit from statutory authority to impose civil fines for unlicensed activity. This 
would apply to all professions under its jurisdiction. We provide a brief discussion o f  the

ALASKA STATE LBOULATUHH IXVSION OP UX2SIATTVB AUDCT
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C o-C hairs, House Finance Committee

issue in Recommendation No. 2 o f the audit on the Board o f Dispensing Opticians. If an 
appropriate vehicle is available to accommodate this measure, we believe the division will 
im prove in the efficiency and cost effectiveness o f enforcement activities.

W e are available to assist you in analyzing the boards currently under sunset review. Please 
feel free to contact me at any time.

ALASKA STATS LfiGUlATVXB division op uwuLvnvB audtt



H O U S E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  S T A N D I N G  C O M M I T T E E  
J a n u a r y  16, 1996 

8:00 a.m.

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e a n n e t t e  James, C h a i r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c o t t  Ogan, Vi c e  C h a i r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Joe G r e e n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ivan Ivan 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  P o r t e r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r e n  R o b i n s o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ed W i l l i s

M E M B E R S  A B S E N T

A l l  m e m b e r s  present.

C O M M I T T E E  C A L E N D A R

* H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 382
"An A c t  e x t e n d i n g  the t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  of the B o a r d  of D i s p e n s i n g  
O p t i c i a n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

- P A S S E D  O U T  O F  C O M M I T T E E

* H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 404
"An A c t  e x t e n d i n g  the t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  of the B o a r d  of 
C h i r o p r a c t i c  E x a m i n e r s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

- P A S S E D  O U T  O F  C O M M I T T E E

* H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 405
"An A c t  e x t e n d i n g  the t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  of the B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  
in O p t o m e t r y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

- P A S S E D  O U T  O F  C O M M I T T E E

* H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 71
"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the l o c a t i o n  of the c o n v e n i n g  of the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  in r e g u l a r  session; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e ."

- P A S S E D  O U T  O F  C O M M I T T E E  

(* F irst p u b l i c  hearing)

P R E V I O U S  A C T I O N

HOUSE STA COMMITTEE - 1 - 0 1 / 1 6 / 9 6



BILL: HB 382
S H O R T  TI T L E :  E X T E N D  B O A R D  OF  D I S P E N S I N G  O P T I C I A N S  
S P O N S O R  (S) : R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ( S )  J A M E S

J R N - D A T E J R N - P G A C T I O N
1 2 / 2 9 / 9 5 2366 (H) P R E F I L E  R E L E A S E D
0 1 / 0 8 / 9 6 2366 (H) R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  - R E FERRAL(S)
0 1 / 0 8 / 9 6 2366 (H) S T A T E  A F F A I R S
0 1 / 1 6 / 9 6 (H) S T A  A T  0 8 : 0 0  A M  C A P I T O L  102

BILL: HB 404
S H O R T  TIT L E :  E X T E N D I N G  B O A R D  O F  C H I R O P R A C T O R S  
S P O N S O R  (S): L A B O R  Sc C O M M E R C E

J R N - P G  A C T I O N
2392 (H) R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  - REFERR A L ( S )
2392 (H) S T A T E  A F F A I R S

(H) S T A  A T  0 8 : 0 0  A M  C A P I T O L  102

J R N - D A T E  
0 1 / 0 9 / 9 6  
0 1 / 0 9 / 9 6  
0 1 / 1 6 / 9 6

BILL: HB 405
S H O R T  TI T L E :  E X T E N D  B O A R D  O F  O P T O M E T R I S T S  
S P O N S O R ( S ) : L A B O R  & C O M M E R C E

J R N - D A T E
0 1 / 0 9 / 9 6
0 1 / 0 9 / 9 6
0 1 / 1 6 / 9 6

J R N - P G  
2392 (H)
2392 (H)

(H)

A C T I O N
R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  - R E F E R R A L ( S )  
S T A T E  A F F A I R S
S T A  A T  0 8 : 0 0  A M  C A P I T O L  102

B I LL: HB 71
S H O R T  TI T L E :  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N S  T O  B E  IN A N C H O R A G E  
S P O N S O R ( S ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ( S )  GREEN, Porter, Bunde, K o h r i n g

J R N - D A T E J R N - P G A C T I O N

0 1 / 0 6 / 9 5 39 (H) P R E F I L E  R E L E A S E D

0 1 / 1 6 / 9 5 39 (H) R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  - R E F E R R A L  (S)

0 1 / 1 6 / 9 5 39 (H) S T A T E  A F F A I R S ,  J U D ICIARY, F I N A N C E

0 1 / 1 9 / 9 5 91 (H) C O S P O N S O R ( S ) s  B U N D E

0 1 / 1 2 / 9 6 2440 (H) C O S P O N S O R ( S ) : K O H R I N G

0 1 / 1 6 / 9 6 (H) S T A  A T  0 8 : 0 0  A M  C A P I T O L  102

W I T N E S S  R E G I S T E R

W A L T E R  WILC O X ,  C o m m i t t e e  A i d e  
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  102 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  
T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 4 6 5 - 3 7 4 3
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  P r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  HB 382, H B  404 and

H B  405.

C A T H E R I N E  R E A R D O N ,  D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s e s

HOUSE STA COMMITTEE - 2 -  0 1 / 1 6 / 9 6



D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t
P.O. B o x  110806
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 8 0 6
T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 4 6 5 - 2 9 7 4
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  T e s t i f i e d  in favor of HB 382, HB 404 a n d  HB
4 05 .

L A R R Y  H A R P E R ,  L i c e n s e d  D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n  
534 W e s t  2 n d  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1  
T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 2 7 6 - 1 0 2 1
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  P r o v i d e d  c o m m e n t s  o n  HB 382.

D E N N I S  EGAN, M a y o r  
C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  of J u n e a u  
155 S o u t h  S e w a r d  S t r e e t  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801 
T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 5 8 6 - 5 2 5 7
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  T e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  HB 71.

J A M I E  P A R S O N S ,  C h a i r  
A l a s k a  C o m m i t t e e  
9218 E m i l y  W a y  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801 
T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 7 8 9 - 3 C 6 0
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  T e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  HB 71.

C H U C K  A C H B E R G E R ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
J u n e a u  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  
124 W e s t  5 t h  A v e n u e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801 
T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 5 8 6 - 6 4 2 0
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  T e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  HB 71.

S E N A T O R  R A N D Y  P H I L L I P S  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  103 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  
T e l e p h o n e :  (907) 4 6 5 - 4 9 4 F
P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  P r o v i u  v_ iients o n  HB 71.

A C T I O N  N A R R A T I V E

T A P E  96-01, S I D E  A  
N u m b e r  0000

T h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  was c a l l e d  to o r d e r  b y  C h a i r  
J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s  at 8:00 a.m. M e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  at the c a l l  to 
o r d e r  w e r e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  James, Ogan, Ivan, Porter, R o b i n s o n ,  
a n d  W i l l i s .  M e m b e r s  a b s e n t  w e r e  Green.

C H A I R  J E A N N E T T E  J A M E S  w e l c o m e d  the c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  b a c k  a n d  the

HOUSE STA COMMITTEE - 3 -  0 1 /1 6 /9 6



a u d i e n c e  to the first 1996 H o use S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  m e eting. 
S h e  p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  h o u s e k e e p i n g  issues. M e e t i n g  t i m e s  w o u l d  be 
f r o m  8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. o n  T u e s d a y s  a n d  T h u r s d a y s ,  a n d  10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. o n  Saturdays, if n e c e s s a r y .  C h a i r  J a m e s  
d e c l a r e d  the m e e t i n g s  w o u l d  start a n d  e n d  on  time. H o w e v e r ,  on 
T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  25, 1996, the S p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  a n d  the 
P r e s i d e n t  of the S e n a t e  w o u l d  be s p e a k i n g  at the A l a s k a  B u s i n e s s  
R o u n d  T a b l e  at 7:00 a.m., therefore, the m e e t i n g  w o u l d  s t a r t  at 
8: 1 5  a.m. She r e m a r k e d  a m e e t i n g  m a y  be e x t e n d e d  in t h e  e v e n t  of 
a h e a v y  s c h e d u l e .  She i n f o r m e d  the c o m m i t t e e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  
t e s t i f i e r s  w o u l d  have a time limit a n d  s u g g e s t e d  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
s p e a k  on  b e h a l f  of a large g r o u p  of t e s t i f i e r s ,  w h e n  p o s s i b l e .
S h e  f u r t h e r  r e m a r k e d  the w i t n e s s  r e g i s t e r s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  at the 
f r o n t  d o o r  a n d  all t h ose w h o  w i s h e d  to t e s t i f y  m u s t  r e g i s t e r .
S h e  s t a t e d  e a c h  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  a c o m m i t t e e  
p a c k e t .  She i n f o r m e d  the c o m m i t t e e  o n  Tu e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  23, 1996, 
t h e r e  w o u l d  be a j o int state a f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .  C h a i r  
J a m e s  f u r t h e r  o u t l i n e d  the r u l e s  b y  w h i c h  the c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  
o p e r a t e .

N u m b e r  0510

C H A I R  J A M E S  r e c o g n i z e d  the p r e s e n c e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Joe Green.

HB  382 - E X T E N D  B O A R D  O F  D I S P E N S I N G  O P T I C I A N S
HB  404 - E X T E N D I N G  B O A R D  OF C H I R O P R A C T O R S
HB  405 - E X T E N D  B O A R D  O F  O P T O M E T R I S T S

N u m b e r  0529

T h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  of b u s i n e s s  to c o m e  b e f o r e  the H o u s e  S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  H B  382, HB  404 a n d  HB 405.

C H A I R  J A M E S  s a i d  she p r e p a r e d  HB 382 a n d  h e r  C o m m i t t e e  Aide, 
W a l t e r  Wilcox, w a s  h e r e  to m a k e  the p r e s e n t a t i o n .

N u m b e r  0544

W A L T E R  WILCOX, C o m m i t t e e  Aide, H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  
r e a d  the s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  for HB 382, H B  404 a n d  HB 405. H o u s e
B i l l  382 e x t e n d e d  the b o a r d  for f o u r  years, HB 404 e x t e n d e d  the
b o a r d  f o r  five years, a n d  H B  405 e x t e n d e d  the b o a r d  f o r  five 
y e a r s .  Mr. W i l c o x  s t a t e d  the b o a r d s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 
o v e r s e e i n g  the l i c e n s i n g  of d o c t o r s  t h a t  w e r e  c o v e r e d  b y  the 
a p p r o p r i a t e  board. T h e  b o a r d  m u s t  b e  exten d e d ,  he stated, if the 
d o c t o r s  w e r e  to be  licensed. He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  the f i s c a l  n o t e s  
i d e n t i f i e d  the c o s t  of the p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  in the 
1 9 9 7  f i s c a l  y e a r  o p e r a t i n g  budget, t h e r e f o r e  n e w  f u nds w e r e  not 
r e q u i r e d .  Mr. W i l c o x  i n f o r m e d  the c o m m i t t e e ,  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  
r a i s e d  in the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  r e g a r d i n g  
s o m e  of the b o a r d s  of w h i c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  f o r t h c o m i n g .
C a t h e r i n e  Reardon, Director, D i v i s i o n  of 0 o u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g
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N u m b e r  0597

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  S C O T T  O G A N  a s k e d  Mr. W i l c o x  to s h a r e  w i t h  the 
c o m m i t t e e  the c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  in the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  
A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e .

MR. W I L C O X  s a i d  he w o u l d  d e f e r  to Ms. R e a r d o n  to a n s w e r  that 
q u e s t i o n .

N u m b e r  0611

C H A I R  J A M E S  a s k e d  Ms. R e a r d o n  to c o m e  f o r t h  a n d  j o i n  t h e m  at the 
t a b l e  for f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  She i n f o r m e d  the c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  
H B  382, HB  404 a n d  HB 4 0 5  w e r e  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  
s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  but t h e y  w o u l d  vo t e  o n  t h e m  s e parately.

N u m b e r  0645

C A T H E R I N E  R E A R D O N ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l opment, t h a n k e d  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  J a m e s  a n d  K o t t  for i n t r o d u c i n g  the t h r e e  b i l l s  
b e f o r e  them. She s t a t e d  the b o a r d s  w e r e  u p  for t h e i r  s c h e d u l e d  
" s u n s e t  p e r i o d . "  The L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  
r e c o m m e n d e d  e x t e n d i n g  a l l  t h r e e  boards, she stated. T h e  f i s c a l  
n o t e s  w e r e  n o t  n e w  m o n e y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w o u l d  need, she a s s e r t e d ,  
b u t  r e f l e c t e d  the o n g o i n g  c o s t  n e e d e d  to run the p r o g r a m s .  Ms. 
R e a r d o n  said, the i s s u e s  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  in the "sunset" a u d i t s  
w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  s t a t u t e  concerns. For example, t h e  B o a r d  
of O p t o m e t r i s t s  a u d i t  s u g g e s t e d  the a p p l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  be 
r e g u l a t e d  b y  d e p a r t m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  statute. T h e  s t a t u t e  
m a n d a t e d  that the a p p l i c a t i o n  mu s t  be r e c e i v e d  15 days b e f o r e  the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  c a u s i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t r o u b l e  in the d e p a r t m e n t .  It 
a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  r e m o v i n g  s t a t u t e  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for b r a n c h  
o f f i c e s ,  a n d  finally, it r e c o m m e n d e d  d e l e t i n g  s o m e  s t a t u t e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  d u e  to t h e  A m e r i c a n s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s  A c t  (ADA) .
T h e  B o a r d  of C h i r o p r a c t o r  E x a m i n e r s  a u d i t  s u g g e s t e d  e l i m i n a t i n g  
l i c e n s i n g  r e c i p r o c i t y  w i t h  o t h e r  states. The B o a r d  of D i s p e n s i n g  
O p t i c i a n s  a u d i t  s u g g e s t e d  e l i m i n a t i n g  one of two s t a t u t e s  that 
a d d r e s s e d  A l a s k a  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t h ose l i c e n s e d  in 
o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h e  a u d i t  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  i n s t i t u t i n g  a c i v i l  fine 
f o r  p r a c t i c i n g  the f i e l d  of o p t i c i a n r y  w i t h o u t  a license. In 
s u m m a r y ,  she stated, t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t s  w e r e  f a v o r a b l e  
t o w a r d s  the b o a r d s .

N u m b e r  0975

C H A I R  J A M E S  t h a n k e d  Ms. R e a r d o n  a n d  o p e n e d  the f l o o r  up for 
d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  q u e s t i o n s .

N u m b e r  0980

was h e re  t o  an sw e r any q u e s t io n s  from  th e  c om m itte e .
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  C A R E N  R O B I N S O N  a s k e d  Ms. R e a r d o n  if the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  be m a k i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  for c h a n g e s  o r  w a s  it 
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the legislature.

N u m b e r  1000

MS. R E A R D O N  s a i d  the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a g r e e d  w i t h  all of the 
s u g g e s t e d  c h a n g e s  as a r e s u l t  of the audits. However, the 
G o v e r n o r  d i d  not i n t e n d  to i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  this year. The 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  was s o l e l y  on e x t e n d i n g  the b o a r d s  at this time.

N u m b e r  1040

C H A I R  J A M E S  a s k e d  if t h ere w e r e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s .  

N u m b e r  1045

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  S C O T  O G A N  a s k e d  if the b o a r d s  h a d  a n y  j u d i c i a l  

p o w e r s .

N u m b e r  1062

MS. R E A R D O N  c i t e d  the B o a r d  of R e g i s t r a t i o n  for A r c h i t e c t s ,  
E n g i n e e r s ,  L a n d  S u r v e y o r s  h a d  the a b i l i t y  to fi n e  up  to $ 5 , 0 0 0  
f o r  u n l i c e n s e d  activity. However, the g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of the 
b o a r d s  d i d  not have j u d i c i a l  power, she said. It w a s  le f t  to the 
c o u r t  s y s t e m  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  p e r c e i v e d  m o r e  s e r i o u s  cases. Ms. 
R e a r d o n  m e n t i o n e d  a g a i n  the d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n s  a u dit 
r e c o m m e n d e d  i n s t i t u t i n g  a c i v i l  fine a u t h o r i t y  for that bo a r d .

N u m b e r  1098

C H A I R  J A M E S  a s k e d  if t h e r e  w e r e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s  a n d  
t h a n k e d  Ms. R e a r d o n  for h e r  time. She c a l l e d  o n  the f i rst 
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t  in Anc h o r a g e ,  L a r r y  Harper.

N u m b e r  1114

L A R R Y  H A R P E R  v i a  A n c h o r a g e ,  L i c e n s e d  D i s p e n s i n g  Optic i a n ,  
t e s t i f i e d  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  to the c o m m i t t e e  the B o a r d  of 
D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s  a n d  the B o a r d  of O p t o m e t r i s t s  ha v e  the same 
" s u n s e t "  e x p i r a t i o n  date.

N u m b e r  1175

C H A I R  J A M E S  a s k e d  Mr. W i l c o x  to respond.

MR. W I L C O X  s a i d  it was his u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the i n t e n t i o n  w a s  to 
s t a g g e r  the e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e s  for the a u d i t  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  w o r k  
l oad. H e  c a l l e d  o n  Ms. R e a r d o n  to r e s p o n d  further.

N u m b e r  1198
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MS. R E A R D O N  s a i d  it w a s  her u n d e r s t a n d i n g  it w o r k e d  that w a y  in 
p r i o r  years. S h e  s a i d  the c h i r o p r a c t i c  e x t e n s i o n  c o u l d  be 
a d j u s t e d ,  h owever.

N u m b e r  1200

MR. W I L C O X  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  o b j e c t i o n  to m a k i n g  t h e m  all the 
s a m e .

N u m b e r  1211

C H A I R  J A M E S  said, that w o u l d  be up to the c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  a s k e d  if 
t h e r e  w e r e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  o r  comments.

N u m b e r  1217

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  O G A N  a s k e d  M s . R e a r d o n  to e x p l a i n  the m a k e u p  of 
the b o a r d s .

N u m b e r  1242

MS. R E A R D O N  s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  five m e m b e r s  o n  e a c h  board. T h e  
B o a r d  of O p t o m e t r i s t s  c o n s i s t e d  of four l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a n d  
o n e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r .  T h e  B o a r d  of C h i r o p r a c t i c  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t e d  
of f o u r  l i c e n s e d  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  a n d  one p u b l i c  m e m b e r .  T h e  B o a r d  
of D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s  c o n s i s t e d  of four o p t i c i a n s  to i n c l u d e  
s o m e  l i c e n s e d  in c o n t a c t s  a n d  s o m e  in specta c l e s ,  a n d  o n e  p u b l i c  
m e m b e r .  T h e  B o a r d  of  D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s  met o n e  t i m e  p e r  y e a r  
to h e l p  k e e p  e x p e n s e s  down, w h i l e  the o t h e r  two b o a r d s  met t w i c e  
a year. T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  arranged, w h e n  need e d .

N u m b e r  1350

C H A I R  J A M E S  a s k e d  if t h e r e  w e r e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s .  

N u m b e r  1355

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B R I A N  P O R T E R  m o v e d  that H B  382 m o v e  f r o m  
c o m m i t t e e .  H e a r i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  HB 382 w a s  m o v e d  o u t  o f  the 
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  the a t t a c h e d  f i s c a l  n o t e  a n d  
i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

N u m b e r  1375

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  J O E  G R E E N  s a i d  t h e r e  was d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  c h a n g i n g  
"2000" to "2001" f o r  the B o a r d  of D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s .  He  a s k e d  
if the d e c i s i o n  w a s  to l e a v e  it at "2000."

N u m b e r  1380

C H A I R  J A M E S  s a i d  it w o u l d  r e m a i n  as is b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  a m o t i o n  
m a d e  a n d  no  o n e  o b j e c t e d .
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Number 1390
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  P O R T E R  m o v e d  that HB 404 move from c o m m i t t e e .  
H e a r i n g  no o b j e c t i o n ,  HB 404 was m o v e d  out of the H o u s e  S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  the a t t a c h e d  fiscal note a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

N u m b e r  1405

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  P O R T E R  m o v e d  that HB 405 move from the c o m m i t t e e .  
H e a r i n g  no o b j e c t i o n ,  H B  405 was m o v e d  out of the H o u s e  S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  t h e  a t t a c h e d  fiscal note a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

H B  71 - L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N S  T O  B E  IN A N C H O R A G E  

N u m b e r  1470

C H A I R  J A M E S  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  ne x t  i t e m  o n  the a g e n d a  was HB 71. She 
c a l l e d  o n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Joe G r e e n  to p r e s e n t  his s p o n s o r  
s t a t e m e n t .

N u m b e r  1480

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  J O E  G R E E N  r e a d  the f o l l o w i n g  s p o n s o r  sta t e m e n t .

"HB 71 d i r e c t s  the l e g i s l a t u r e  to m e e t  in the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of 
A n c h o r a g e  b e g i n n i n g  in J a n u a r y  1998. HB 71 does not, a n d  I 
repe a t ,  d o e s  not, p r o p o s e  to m o v e  the capitol.

"A r e c e n t  s t a t e w i d e  survey, a n d  the r e s u l t s  of the 1994 b a l l o t  
i n i t i a t i v e ,  b o t h  i n d i c a t e d  that t h e r e  is c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t a t e w i d e  
s u p p o r t ,  a n d  m a j o r i t y  s u p p o r t  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a n  area, for 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to m e e t  in A n c h o r a g e .  HB 71 d i r e c t s  the 
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l  to a r r a n g e  for a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e e t i n g  place. 
S i n c e  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  the H o u s e  chambers, the l a r g e s t  m e e t i n g  
b o d y  t h a t  w e  h a v e  in t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  are 60 feet b y  52 feet, it 
is not a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a r r a n g i n g  for an a p p r o p r i a t e  m e e t i n g  
p l a c e  w o u l d  p r e s e n t  m u c h  of a pro b l e m .

" W h i l e  c r e d i t  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  to the A l a s k a  C o m m i t t e e  for t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  to m a k e  J u n e a u  a b e t t e r  h o s t  to l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  staff, 
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  c a n  not o v e r c o m e  J u n e a u ' s  r e m o t e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  
l o c a t i o n .  N a v i g a t i o n a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  at the airport, 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  m o r e  a v a i l a b l e  h o u s i n g  
u n i t s  w i l l  a l l  m a k e  J u n e a u  a b e t t e r  c a p i t o l  city. However, n o n e  
o f  t h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i l l  get the m a j o r i t y  of l e g i s l a t o r s  
t o g e t h e r  in a m a j o r i t y  w i t h  the v o t e r s . "

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  G R E E N  a s s e r t e d  t h e  s e t t i n g  t o d a y  w a s  biased. He 
s u g g e s t e d  a m e e t i n g  w a s  in o r d e r  in the A n c h o r a g e  Bowl. In 
c o m p a r i s o n  to the c a p i t a l  move, h e  said, the l e g i s l a t i v e  m o v e  did
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