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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE TOOHEY

TO: HB 274

1 Page 1, lines I - 2:

2 Delete ", including provisions for certain penalties"

3 Page 7, line 3:

4 Delete "and"

5 Page 7, line 6. after "provided":

6 I n s e r ta n d

7 (5) advice to the person being detained that the person has the right

8 to elect whether a proceeding providing court review is open or closed to the public"

9 Page 8, after line 15:

10 Insert a new subsection to read:

11 id) A person who is the subject ot a court proceeding initiated under

12 AS 18.15.136 or 18.15.137 may elect to have the hearing open or closed to the

13 public."

14 Page 9, lines 15 - 16:

15 Delete all material.
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M a r c h  21, 1995

The Honorable Gail Phillips 
Speaker o f the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Speaker Phillips:

Under t le authority o f art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am transmitting a bill 
to update the state's tuberculosis control program to ensure that our statutes expressly  
recognize constitutional requirements when the state must order a person involuntarily 
detained or confined for essential m edical testing or treatment or to protect the public 
health. The bill also makes m iscellaneous amendments to recognize new developm ents in 
the field  and to improve the reporting requirements for a case involving a person with 
tuberculosis.

Tuberculosis is still a serious public health problem in Alaska. Tuberculosis is a disease 
that can be spread through fairly routine contact such as coughing in a confined, crowded 
area. In 1994, tuberculosis was diagnosed in several outbreaks in rural villages in Alaska. 
T uberculosis can be successfu lly  treated, but the treatment requires a patient to take 
medication for six months to 24 months. Since som e patients face lifestyle problems that 
make it difficult for that patient to voluntarily successfu lly  com plete the entire course of 
treatment or to isolate them selves from the public to protect the public health, it is 
som etim es necessary' for orders to be issued and enforced to ensure that the patient is 
fo llow ing the treatment plan or is isolated from the public. If neatm ent is prematurely 
abandoned, a patient's tuberculosis can becom e more resistant to treatment and place the 
public at risk o f catching an even more difficult form o f this disease in the future.

The state's tuberculosis control program and involuntary' detention law s should be revised 
to explicitly  recognize constitutional safeguards required in order to quickly respond to 
tuberculosis incidents and to detain or confine a person if that person is unable or 
unw illing to undergo treatment and is a threat to tire public health. W hik in . Department



of Health and Social Services anticipates that the involuntary detention and com m itm ent 
provisions in the bill will be used only rarely because most people w ill voluntarily take 
treatment and use safeguards when advised by a m edical professional, the bill is 
necessary to allow  a system to be in place to respond quickly in a crisis situation.

I urge your support o f this bill in response to an important public health issue.

i  : i e  H o n o r a b l e  G a i l  P h i l l i p s

M a r c h  2 1 ,  1 9 9 5

P a g e  2

Governor



The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 274

HOUSE BILL NO. 274 TUBERCULOSIS CONTROL

"An Act relating to the state’s tuberculosis control program, including provisions for certain penalties: and 
providing for an effective date."
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