


Rep. Cynthia Toohey 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Dear Representative Toohey:

I want you to know that I appreciate the way in which you handle
meetings. You are a good listener and a good moderator and as a woman I
am proud you are in that slot. I'm here today because I'm concerned about
HB226. 1 hope it can either be dropped completely or passed with
Robinson's amendment. . ,  r f- .
I agree with you about the bottom line these days being how much ->
something will cost. It is my understanding that tbis-bHt-wlll not cost
the state anything, as people receiving benefits actually pay into the 
system themselves. In fact, the cost may be less, as domestic partners 
with no health insurance when they get sick may not have the means of 
paying for their care and so would fall back on public assistance.

I have lived in Alaska for 36 years, am 70 years old, the mother of 4 
children and grandmother of 4. I am a Christian and have been married for 
47 years to a Christian pastor.

All the rhetoric around HB226 and HB227 is a smokescreen which 
unsuccessfully hides the fact that they are both aimed directly at 
homosexuals. My husband and I are parents of 3 heterosexual daughters 
and I lesbian daughter and we are equally proud of each of them. We have 
come to firmly believe that each was born the way she is. They are all 
honest, faith-full, caring contributing adults in this state and it is 
unthinkable to me that anyone would want to penalize and ostracize and 
legally discriminate against any one of them. Having lived through the 
days of Hitler, I am keenly watchful over any attempt to treat one group 
of people as outside the protection of the state.

As a Christian, I believe that the Church's stand against homosexuality is 
based on a false interpretation of those few Biblical passages which 
mention it and that, legislation notwithstanding, eventually the Church 
will admit we’ve been working against God's will on this subject, just as 
we did on the subject of slavery (long endorsed by the Church as "the will 
of God").
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I beg you to concentrate on the things you are rightly trying to address: 
welfare reform, budget reduction, strengthening families in every way 
possible. On the latter, remember that families come in many different 
forms, all of which need strengthening if this nation is to survive. Our 
lesbian daughter has lived faithfully with her partner for 13 years. They 
own property together and are mutually responsible for each other. This 
is a "family" and it in no way undermines the traditional family, in spite 
of the stereotype which gives rise to  needless and harmful prejudice, kept 
alive by inflammatory rhetoric which is leading to an increased level of 
violence. That such a family can be denied the benefits of traditional 
families (and in the UAF case, even if they pay for those benefits) amounts 
to giving special rights to one group of people: married people! I do not 
think the majority of Alaskans feel that the great state of Alaska needs 
to  get into this arena, and I'm surprised that Republicans are presenting 
such a bill, when one o f the campaign promises was to keep government 
out o f our private lives. Please let HB 227 die completely, and only pass 
HB226 if Robinson's amendment is accepted.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Mark A. Boesser 
17585 Lena Loop 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

(907)789-1445



f r o m  t h e  R e v . M a r k  A . B o e s s e r  
P r i e s t  o f  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  
A r c h d e a c o n  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A la s k a  
1 7 5 8 5  L e n a  L o o p  R o a d .
J u n e a u .  A la s k a ,  9 9 8 0 1  
P h o n e  #  ( 9 0 7 )  7 8 9 - 1 4 4 5

W h a t  t h e s e  a p p e a r  to  b e  i s  a  t h i n ly  d i s g u i s e d  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  g a y  a n d  le s b ia n  
c i t i z e n s  o f  A la s k a  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  p o s s i b ly  t h i n k  

~ t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  i s  s i c k  o r  w r o n g ,
~ t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  e v i l ,
~ t h a t  s a m e  s e x  u n i o n s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  l e g a l ly  p e rm i t t e d ,
-  t h a t  g a y  a n d  le s b ia n  p e r s o n s  a r e  u n d e s e r v in g  o f  r e s p e c t  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  

f r o m  d i s c r im i n a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  la w ,

F o r .  d i s g u i s e d  t h o u g h  t h e y  b e , t h e s e  b i l l s  w o u ld  p l a i n l y  b e  d i s c r im in a t o r y  
a g a i n s t  g a y  a n d  le s b i a n  p e r s o n s  a n d ,  in  m y  o p in io n ,  w o u ld  b e  i l le g a l  f o r  t h a t  
v e r y  r e a s o n .

T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  g r o w in g  c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g  m e d ic a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  s e r i o u s  
B i b le  s c h o l a r s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  t h e o lo g i a n s  t h a t  t r u e  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  i s  n e i t h e r  a  
s i c k n e s s  n e e d in g  to  b e  h e a le d ,  n o r  s i n  n e e d in g  to  b e  f o r g iv e n ,  n c r  i s  i t  s o m e  
k i n d  o f  e v i l  b o n d a g e  f r o m  w h ic h  o n e  n e e d s  t o  b e  d e l i v e r e d .  R a t h e r  is  
i n c r e a s i n g ly  c o m in g  to  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  a s  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a  g iv e n , a  b e s t o w e d  
id e n t i t y ,  n o t  a  s e l f - c h o s e n  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n .  A  g r o w in g  b o d y  o f  s c ie n t i f i c  
r e s e a r c h  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c la im  t h a t  f r o m  t im e  im m e m o r i a l  1 0  t o  1 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
h u m a n  s p e c ie s  c o m e  in t o  l i f e  w i t h  a  h o m o s e x u a l  s t a m p  o f  i d e n t i t y .
I n s o f a r  a s  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  h i s t o r i c  h u m a n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e n  e v e n  c o m p a s s i o n  is  n o t  
a d e q u a t e  a s  a  s o c i e t a l  s t a n c e  t o w a r d  th e  g a y  c o m m u n i t y .  W e  m u s t  m o v e  to  
i n c lu d e  ju s t i c e  a s  w e  h a v e  d o n e  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  w o m e n  a n d  b la c k s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  
h u m a n  b e in g s  w h o s e  i d e n t i t y  w e  h o n o r .

H o m o s e x u a l  p e r s o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a v e  a  f u l l  a n d  e q u a l  c la im  w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  
p e r s o n s  u p o n  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  d i s c r im i n a t i o n  o f  b o t h  c h u r c h  
a n d  s o c ie t y .  I f  la w s  a r e  t o  b e  p a s s e d ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  t o  t h e  e f fe c t  t h a t  s u c h  
p r o t e c t i o n  b e  p r o v id e d  in  a c t u a l i t y  a n d  n o t  f u r t h e r  c o m p o u n d  th e  a l r e a d y  
h a r m f u l  a n d  p r e ju d i c i a l  v ie w s  t h a t  c a u s e  t h i s  s e g m e n t  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  s u c h  
u n d e s e r v e d  p a in . .

I  u r g e  y o u  to  v o t e  N O  o n  H o u s e  B i l l s  # 2 2 6  &  # 2 2 7 .

T e s t i m o n y  u r g i n g  a  N O  v o t e  o n  H o u s e  B i l l s  N u m b e r  2 2 6  &  2 2 7

M a r k  A . B o e s s e r



M E N D E L  & H U N T IN G T O N  A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W
8 4 5  "K “ S T R E E T  

A N C H O R A G E ,A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 1

T E L E P H O N E  ( 9 0 7 )  2 7 9 - 5 0 0 1  
FAX ( 9 0 7 )  2 7 9 - 5 4 3 7

A L L IS O N  E . M EN DEL .P /W W E fl 
L A W R E N C E  E . M E N D E L .PARTNER 
K A R L A  F . H U N T IN G T O N .PARTNER 
L Y N D A  A . L IM O N ,ASSOCIATE

April 4 , 1995

H ono rab le  R ep . Rob inson 
H ouse o f  Representatives 
Juneau, A K  99801

R E : H B -2 2 6  &  H B -2 2 7

D ea r Rep resen ta tive R ob inson :

I am w riting to you  to  u rge y ou  N O T  to  suppo rt H ou se  B ills  2 2 6  and
227 .

I am opposed  to H B -2 2 7  because it is unnecessary and a waste o f  the 
leg is la tu re ’ s time. The State has a c lea r p o licy  o f  not issuing m arriage licenses 
to same-sex coup les, and that seems un like ly  to change in the near fu tu re , 
there are p len ty o f  real issues f o r  you  to dea l w ith , w ithou t creating nonissues.

The on ly  puqDose I  can see in this b ill is, un fo rtuna te ly , the usual 
pu rpose in gay-bashing. It  has p roved  to  be a re liab le  means o f  garnering 
conse rva tive support, and o f  sp lin tering the com m unity in new ways. I  am  
ve ry d isappoin ted at this cyn ica l use o f  som e p e op le ’ s em otiona l reactions to  
the subject o f  hom osexua lity  f o r  the pu rp ose  o f  po litica l gain. I  hope you  w ill 
not be a party to  it.

I am opposed  to H B -2 2 6  fo r  the same reasons, and because the bill is 
genera lly  ill-conceived . I op p ose  chipping aw ay at the Hum an R igh ts Act to  
deny p ro tec tion  to certain d is favo red  g roup s  in certa in  situations. This is 
com p le te ly  con tra ry  to the pu rp ose  o f  g iv ing  equal righ ts to everyone . It  is a 
ve ry  dangerous precedent. Fu rth e r, there is n o  evidence that perm itting health 
o r  o th e r benefits to  be extended to the fam ilies o f  a ll em p loyees is detrim ental 
to  the pub lic g o od . There is n o  evidence o f  a negative financia l impact on  the 
state. Fu rther, treating em p loyees eq ua lly  and fa ir ly  tends to  increase 
p roductiv ity  and em p loyee lo ya lty .

I u rge you  not to underestim ate the num ber o r  in terest o f  gay and gay- 
friend ly  vo te rs . I am gay, I  v o te  in eve ry  e lec tion , I  donate to  candidates and 
causes, and I am active po litica lly . B ecause  o f  the hostility  which bills lik e  
these express, gay vo te rs are lik e ly  to  be low -p ro fi le . That does no t mean we 
are not ou t here in numbers y o u  m ay not expect, and in p laces you  might not 
expect. S om e o f  y o u r best friends m ight be gay, and you  m ay not kn ow  it.
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W e are not m onsters who can be identified at a glance. W e  are voters and 
citizens ju s t like you .

S incere ly ,

M E N D E L  &  H U N T IN G T O N
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H U M A N  R I G H T S  C O M M I S S I O N
SCO A STREET. SUITE SOS 
ANCHCRAGc. ALASKA 99501-3659 
PHONE: iS07) 27A-A692 /  275-7.17A
TTY/TOD: ,907) 276-3177 
FAX: 1907) 273-5588

M a rc h  1 4 ,  1 9 9 5

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P e t e  K e l l y
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  N o rm a n  R c k e b e r g
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
M a i l  S t o p  3 1 0 1
J u n e a u ,  A k . 9 9 3 0 1 - 1 1 3 2

R E : H o u s e  3 i l l  2 2 6  a n d  H o u s e  B i l l  2 2 7

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  K e l l y  a n d  R o k e b e r g :

L a s t  w e e k ' s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e l l y ' s  a i d e ,  B r u c e  C a m p b e l l ,  
c o n t a c t e d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  i n d i c a t e d  c h a t  
y o u  w o u ld  a p p r e c i a t e  k n o w in g  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  p o s i t i o n  o n  H o u s e  3 i l l s  
2 2 6  a n d  2 2 7 ,  a n d  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  C o m m is s io n  m i g h t  h a v e .  
A t  i t s  m e e t i n g  o n  M a rc h  9 a n d  1 0 ,  1 9 9 5 ,  i n  A n c h o r a g e  t h e  C o m m is s io n  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  r e v i e w e d  t h e  b i l l s  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
m o t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  H o u s e  3 i l l  2 2 6 :

M o t i o n :  T h e  C o m m is s io n  s u p p o r t s  H o u s e  3 i l l  2 2 6  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
c h a n g e :  t h e  t e r m  ' b e n e f i t s '  b e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  a s  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  
b e n e f i t s .

M o t i o n  3 v :  C o m m i s s i o n e r  H a m i l t o n ;  S e c o n d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  D y s o n .
M o t i o n  p a s s e d  u n a n im o u s l y .

T h e  C o m m is s i o n  t a k e s  n o  p o s i t i o n  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  2 2 7  b e c a u s e  i t  
d o e s n ' t  d i r e c t l y  e f f e c t  A . S .  1 8 . 3 0  e t  s e e .  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  
e n f o r c e m e n t  s t a t u t e .  T h e  c u r r e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t a k e n  t h i s  
p r a c t i c e  w h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .

I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  e i t h e r  me a t  7 4 5 - 3 2 6 2  o r  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  P a u l a  M. H a l e v  a t  1 - 9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 7 4 7 4 ,  e x t e n s i o n  2 4 1 .

S i n c e r e l y

E d n a  D e V r i e s ,  C h a i rm a n

01-A4LH
HUMAN R IG H T S  C O M M IS S IO N Toll Free 

In Alaska (800)478-4692 
TTY / TDD Only (800)478-3177

P O S I T I O N



3181 Amelia AV. 

Fairbanks. .AX 99709 

14 January 1995

Representative Pete Kelly Staxe Capitol Juneau. .AX 99801-118Z
Dear Mr. K e lly

The recent decision by Judge Greene m Fairoanks saving that unmamed couples are entitled to the 
same benefits as accorded to mamed coupies opens Pandora's box to litigation and regulation 
wnung aoout wno is and who is not entitled to family benefits. More imcortant. I view the 
decision as another step in the dissolution o f  the fabric that hoids our society together.

The next generation o f  responsible citizens should be recruited from the stable families formed by 
committed heterosexual couples. The conunuanon o f  our society is dependent on the formation o f  
ramilies.

W e have ail lamented the social ills that have accompanied the breakdown o f  family life. The State 
therefore has a compelling interest in formation o f  ramilies. and is thereby justified in adopting 
policies that provide special benefits to tradinonal families. I would therefore urge the adoption o f  
legislation that cleariv states that spousal benefits fo r any state employee shall apply to only those 
who are legally mamed. I would further urge that no unmamed person may use the state courts to 
sue fo r fam ily benefits.

According to the January 13 News Miner article Judge Greene referred to che precedent set by an 
Equal rights Commission ruling that landlords cannot refuse to rent to unmamed cohabiting 
heterosexual couples. I would further urge that adopoon o f  legislation asserting the unconditional 
rights o f  landlords to evict o r refuse to rent to unmarred heterosexual partners.

Please do not construe this letter as being ann-homosexual. I have backed homosexual rights. My 
interest in writing this letter is that I think it is dme fo r us to send a message to the coming 
generation that the formation o f  families is good, and promiscuity and having children out o f  
wedlock is bad.

1 thank you fo r your conside,anon.

Sincerely vouis,

Daniel W. Swift

S U P P O R T



A LA SK A  
CIVIL L IB E R T IE S  U N IO N
A n  Affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union 

P. O. Box 2018-14 Anchorage, A K  99520-1844 
Phone: 1-907-258-0044 Fax: 1-907-258-0288

M a rc h  2 0 , 1 9 9 5

T h e  H o n o r a b le  B r i a n  P o r t e r  
C h a i r ,  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m it t e e  
A la s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  - R o o m  1 1 8  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  P o r t e r :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  A la s k a  C iv i l  L ib e r t i e s  U n io n  (A k C L U )  to  
e x p re s s  o u r  o p p o s i t io n  to  H o u s e  B i l l  2 2 7 .

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  w e  se e  n o  s t a t e d  re a s o n  o r  r a t i o n a le  f o r  t h i s  le g is la t io n .  
T h e r e  a r e  n o t , n o r  h a v e  t h e r e  e v e r  b e e n , le g a l m a r r i a g e s  c o n d u c te d  in  th is  s t a t e  
b e tw e e n  o t h e r  t h a n  w o m e n  a n d  m e n . W e  a s k : w h y  is  th e  L e g i s la t u r e ,  a t  a  t im e  
w h e n  w e  th o u g h t  “ le s s  g o v e r n m e n t ”  w a s  p r e f e r a b le ,  e x p e n d in g  s t a t e  fu n d s  o n  a  b i l l  
t h a t  a t t e m p t s  to  r e p a i r  a  p r o b le m  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  e x is t ?

S e c o n d ly , th e  s u g g e s t io n  -- b y  th e  b i l l ’s  s p o n s o r  b e fo re  th e  H o u s e  H e a lt h ,  
E d u c a t io n  a n d  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  C o m m it t e e  -- t h a t  th e  R e v i s e r  o f  S t a t u t e s  e r r e d  in  
1 9 7 4  w h e n  h e  m a d e  th e  m a r r i a g e  s t a t u t e  g e n d e r - n e u t r a l ,  like all other state 
statutes, is  w i t h o u t  m e r i t .  T h e  o n ly  p o s s ib le  r e a s o n  not t o  le a v e  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
A S  2 5 . 0 5 . 0 1 1 ( a )  g e n d e r - n e u t r a l  is  t o  a l lo w  f o r  d is c r im in a t io n  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  s e x , 
s o m e th in g  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  s p e c i f ic a l ly  v o te d  n o t  t o  a l lo w  in  1 9 7 2 , 
w h e n  t h e y  a m e n d e d  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  to  p r o h ib i t  d i s c r im in a t io n  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  s e x .

W e  f u r t h e r  b e lie v e  t h a t  e n a c t in g  le g is la t io n  s u c h  a s  th is  e s s e n t i a l ly  b e g s  f o r  
l i t ig a t i o n .  A g a in  w e  a s k :  w h y  is  th e  L e g i s la t u r e  w i l l i n g  to  r i s k  e x p o s in g  th e  s t a t e  
to  c o s t ly  la w s u i t s ?

T h e  A k C L U  c e r t a i n ly  s u p p o r t s  le g a l r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  le s b ia n  a n d  g a y  
r e la t i o n s h ip s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  r i g h t  to  m a r r y .  I n  o u r  o p in io n , s u c h  re c o g n i t io n  is  
im p e r a t  iv e  f o r  th e  c o m p le t e  e q u a l i t y  o f  le s b ia n  a n d  g a y  in d iv id u a ls .



P a g e  2 - R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  P o r t e r  - M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 9 9 5

H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h is  c o m m it t e e  is  n o  d o u b t  a w a re ,  n o  s t a t e  r e c o g n iz e s  a  m a r r i a g e  
b e tw e e n  p e o p le  o f  th e  s a m e  s e x . W h i le  w e  b e lie v e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a r g u m e n t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  to  a l lo w  s a m e -s e x  m a r r i a g e s ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  F i r s t  
A m e n d m e n t  r i g h t  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  a s s o c ia t io n , t h e  r i g h t  to  p r iv a c y ,  a n d  th e  r i g h t  to  
e q u a l p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  la w s , n o  s t a t e  s u p re m e  c o u r t  h a s  u p h e ld  a  f i n a l  c h a l le n g e  b y  
a  s a m e -s e x  c o u p le  to  a  m a r r i a g e  lic e n s e .

T o  d a te , th e  s t a t e  c o u r t s  h a v e  h e ld  t h a t  th e  c o u p le s  d id  n o t  h a v e  a  r i g h t  to  
o b t a in  a  lic e n s e  b e c a u s e  th e  d r a f t e r s  o f  th e  a p p lic a b le  le g i s la t i o n  c o n te m p la t e d  
h e t e r o s e x u a l m a r r i a g e s  o n ly .  I n  H a w a i i ,  t h i s  is s u e  is  p r e s e n t ly  b a c k  b e fo r e  a  lo w e r  
c o u r t ,  o n  r e m a n d  f r o m  th e  s t a t e ’s  s u p re m e  c o u r t .  T h e  U .  S . S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  
n e v e r  e x p l i c i t ly  r u le d  o n  t h i s  q u e s t io n .

B e c a u s e  A la s k a ’s  p r e s e n t  la w  h a s  p r e s e n t e d  n o  r i s k  o f  a l lo w in g  s a m e -s e x  
m a r r i a g e s  ( a n  e v e n t  o f  a p p a r e n t  c o n c e rn  to  th e  b i l l ’s  s p o n s o r ) ,  b e c a u s e  r e m o v in g  th e  
s t a t u t e ’s  g e n d e r - n e u t r a l  la n g u a g e  c a n  o n ly  b e  d o n e  so  in  th e  n a m e  o f  d i s c r im in a t io n  
( s o m e th in g  th e  s t a t e  m u s t  b e  o p p o s e d  to ) , a n d  b e c a u s e  a m e n d in g  th e  m a r r i a g e  
p r o v i s io n s  w i l l  o n ly  in v i t e  la w s u i t s  (n o t  d is c o u ra g e  th e m ) , w e  u rg e  th e  L e g i s la t u r e  
to  d e fe a t  p a s s a g e  o f  t h is  b i l l .

W e  a s k  a g a in :  in  t h i s  a g e  o f  d w in d lin g  fu n d s ,  w h y  a r e  s t a t e  r e s o u r c e s  b e in g  
s p e n t  to  f ix  w h a t  a i n ’ t b r o k e ?

R e s p e c t fu l ly  y o u r s ,

R a n d a l l  P . B u r n s  
E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r

cc: A k C L U  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
M a r g a r e t  W . B e r c k
A l l  m e m b e r s ,  A k C L U F  L i t i g a t io n  C o m m it t e e
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Representative B rian  Porter:

1 w ou ld like  to share m y thoughts on H B -2 2 6  and H B -2 2 7 , cu rren tly be fo re  you fo r  
consideration. I am quite suddencd, though not surprised to see these b ills  introduced 
and discussed; it seems there w ill a lways be those who seek to conso lidate their own 
positions o f  pow er by denying equal benefits to others. In the past it has been women 
and people o f  c o lo r , now  it is heterosexual people who choose to remain outside the lega l 
structure and lesbian women and gay men who do not even have the op tion o f  becom ing 
part o f  the lega l structure. Regard less who is affected, it is w rong to deny the fu l l 
benefits o f  a society to its fu lly  participating members.

It is c lea r thut recent (he decision against the Un iversity  o f  A laska fo r  w ithhold ing health 
benefits and the State o f  Hawaii a llow ing  same sex marriages are the basis fo r  these tw o 
b ills  even though proponents o f  these b ills  say their position is not aimed at any 
particu lar group. Their actions are c lea rly  focused on nun-married heterosexual peop le 
and lesbian women and gay men, e ll groups that remain outside the p reva len t power 
structure. R egard less o f  these groups choices o r orientations, it is w rong to restrict their 
choices to have the fu l l liv es we a ll deserve.

Thank you fo r  you r time.

A rtem is BonaDeu 
B o x  2 2 5 8 2  
Juneau, A K  9 9 8 0 2
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Committee for Equality 
P O  B ox 34202 
Juneau , AK 99803

CFE is a statewide organization 
Call Sara Bo'.sscr in Juneau at 
58G-S230 (w); 789-9601 (h); 
789-7450 (home fax).

Representative B rian  Porte r 
M em ber, House S ta le  A ffa irs  
A laska Legislature

M arch 9 , 1 9 95

R e ;_ H B - 2 2 7  D is c r im in a te s  o p  th e  b a s is  o f  g e n d e r .
P le a s e  s to p  it  in  H ou se  A f f a i r s .

Deat Representative Porte r:

I am  w riting against H B -2 2 7 , to  urge you to stop it in  y o u r comm ittee, because I  b e lie v e  It 
i l le g a l ly  d is c r im in a te s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  g e n d e r .

W hy docs H B  2 2 7  discrim inate i lle g a lly  on the basis o f  gender? It ’ s true that both men and women 
are a llow ed  to  m a rry , so  it ob v iou s ly  doesn ’ t d iscrim inate in  that aspect. H ow eve r, i f  a  person docs 
choose to seek a lega l marriage license from  the state, under H B -2 2 7  that person w ou ld  be fo rced  to 
choose o n ly  a  person o f  the opposite gender f o r  that contract, o r  be denied the state’ s license. 
L im it in g  th e  m a r r ia g e  lic en se  a p p lic a n t ’ s c h o ic e  t o  o n ly  o n e  g e n d e r  is  o b v io u s  
g e n d e r  d is c r im in a t io n .

T o  fo rc e  a  p e rs o n  to  d is c r im in a te  on  th e  b a s is  o f  g e n d e r in  o r d e r  t o  re c e iv e  a  s ta te  
s e rv ic e  o r  b e n e f i t  v io la t e s  s ta te  law .

There fo re , I be lieve you , the leg isla tu re and the pub lic w ou ld  be best served by stopp ing this b ill 
be fo re it goes any further. It w ou ld  ce rta in ly be a h o tly  debated b ill i f  it d id  en ter the pub lic  process, 
and I urge you  to avo id  that since it in the end I be lieve it w ou ld  o n ly  g o  to the courts fo r  reso lu tion . 
Furtherm ore , 1 be lieve leg is lative passage w ou ld  be overturned by the courts fo r  the reasons 
discussed above. A la ska  has had to o  m any b ills  pass that turned ou t to  fa l l short f j f  m eeting state 
law . Such an em o tiona lly  charged issue as this shou ld  no t have to  face such a dead-end path.

C erta in ly it is true that same-gender legal m arnage is not the norm  in A laska  (n o r  anyw here e lse to 
date), and it is true that peop le have m any and m ixed op in ions about such a  possib ility . B u t this b ill 
w on ’ t reso lve that scenario. Because whether o r  not H B -2 2 7  passes, it is o n ly  a  m atter o f  lim e until 
som e citizens in A laska  d o  challenge the a m e n t  state practice o f  denying m arriage licenses on  the 
basis o f  gender. Passage o f  H B -2 2 7  w on ’ t stop  those lega l pursuits. And o n ly  the cou rts w ill 
determ ine the fin a l outcom e, as the cou its w ou ld  have to determ ine whether o r  not this b ill is law fu l 
in the face o f  its d iscrim inatory stance.

S o , the question o f  same-gender m arriage w ill ce rta in ly  som e day rise — the qucsUon is d o  you  want 
the leg islature to lead the charge w ith a  b ill that I believe w ill be o v e r ru led by the courts, o r  w ou ld 
you rather let the action g o  d irectly  from  public individuals to the courts?

I  b e lie v e  th e  le g is la tu r e  s h o u ld  le a v e  A S  2 5 .0 5 .0 1 1  a lo n e , and q u ic k ly  abandon H B - 
2 2 7 . The public discussion o f  who can en jo y  leg a l m arriage, w ith a ll the benefits it p rov ides, shou ld 
be le ft to  the courts. T h e  le g is la tu r e  s h o u ld  sp e n d  its  s h o r t  1 2 0  d a y s  s o lv in g  g e n u in e  
p r i o r i t y  issu es l ik e  th e  b u d g e t , h e a lth  c a re , e c o n om ic  s t a b i l i t y ,  w e lf a r e  c o n c e rn s , 
e tc  — a n d  n o t c o n su m e  Its  a n d  th e  p u b l i c ’ s t im e  w ith  th is  d i s c r im in a t o r y  
le g i s la t i o n .

T han k  you ,

Sara Boesser, B oa rd  Member

cc Bruce B o ic lbo . A tto rney General 
House Stale A ffa irs  members 
B il l  Sponsors


