


April 5, 1995

Rep. Cynthia Toohey
State Caﬁnol Building
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Dear Representative Toohey:

| want you to know that | appreciate the way in which you handle
meetings. You are a good listener and a good moderator and as a woman |
am 2proud you are in that slot. I'm here today because I'm concerned about
HB226. 1hope it can either be dropped completely or passed with
Robinson's amendment.

| agree with you about the bottom line these days being how much
something will cost. It is my understanding that this-bHt-wlll not cost
the state anything, as people receiving benefits actuallg pay into the
system themselves. In fact, the cost may be less, as domestic partners
with no health insurance when they get sick may not have the means of
paying for their care and so would fall back on public assistance.

| have lived in Alaska for 36 years, am 70 years old, the mother of 4
children and grandmother of 4. | am a Christian and have been married for

47 years to a Christian pastor.

All the rhetoric around HB226 and HB227 is a smokescreen which
unsuccessfully hides the fact that they are both aimed directly at
homosexuals. My hushand and | are parents of 3 heterosexual daughters
and | lesbian daughter and we are equally proud of each of them. We have
come to firmly believe that each was born the way she is. They are all
honest, faith-full, caring contributing adults in this state and it is
unthinkable to me that anyone would want to penalize and ostracize and
legally discriminate against any one of them. Having lived through the
days of Hitler, |am keenly watchful over any attempt to treat one group
of people as outside the protection of the state.

As a Christian, | believe that the Church's stand against homosexuality is
based on a false interpretation of those few Biblical passages which
mention it and that, legislation notwithstanding, eventually the Church

will admit we've been working against God's will on this subject, just as
we did on the subject of slavery ?Iong endorsed by the Church as "the will

of God").
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| beg you to concentrate on the thin?s you are rightly trying to address:
welfare reform bud%et reduction, strengthening families in every way
Possmle. On the lafter, remember that families come in many different
orms, all of which need stren%thenmg if this nation is to survive. Qur
leshian dau?hter has lived faithfully with her partner for 13 years. They
own property together and are mutually re3ﬁon3|ble for each ‘other. This
is a "family" and it in no way undermines the traditional family, in spite
of the stereotype which gives rise to needless and harmful prejudice, kept
alive by inflammatory rhetoric which is leading to an increased level of
violence.  That such a family can be denied the benefits of traditional
families (and in the UAF case, even if they pay for those benefits) amounts
to. gﬂvmg special rights to one group of people: married people! | do not
think the ‘majority of Alaskans feel that the great state of Alaska needs
to %et into this arena, and I'm surprised that Republicans are presentm%
such a bill, when one of the camf)a| N promises was to keep governmen
out of our private lives. Please let HB 227 die completely, and only pass
HB226 if Robinson's amendment is accepted.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Mark A. Boesser
17585 Lena Loop
Juneau, Alaska 99801

(907)789-1445



Testimony urging a NO vote on House Bills Number226 & 227

from the Rev. Mark A. Boesser
Priest of the Episcopal Church
Archdeacon ofSoutheast Alaska
17585 Lena Loop Road.
Juneau. Alaska, 99801

Phone # (907) 789-1445

What these appear to be is a thinly disguised attack against gay and leshian
citizens of Alaska on the part of those who possibly think
~ that homosexuality is sick or wrong,
~ that homosexual activity is evil,
~ that same sex unions should not be legally permitted,
- that gay and lesbhian persons are undeserving ofrespectand protection
from discrimination under the law,

For. disguised though they be, these bills would plainly be discriminatory
against gay and leshian persons and, in my opinion, would be illegal for that
Very reason.

The fact is that there isa growing consensus among medical personnel, serious
Bible scholars and Christian theologians that true homosexuality is neither a
sickness needing to be healed, nor sin needing to be forgiven, ncris it some
kind ofevil bondage from which one needs to be delivered. Rather s
increasingly coming to be appreciated as an orientation, a given, a bestowed
identity, not a self-chosen behavior pattern. A growing body of scientific
research supports the claim that from time immemorial 10 to 15 percent of the
human species come into life with a homosexual stamp of identity.

Insofar as this represents historic human reality, then even compassion is not
adequate as a societal stance toward the gay community. We must move to
include justice as we have done in the case ofwomen and blacks and all other
human beings whose identity we honor.

Homosexual persons, therefore, have a full and equal claim with all other
persons upon acceptance and protection from discrimination of both church
and society. Iflaws are to be passed, they should be to the effect that such
protection be provided in actuality and not further compound the already
harmfuland prejudicial views that cause this segmentofour community such

undeserved pain..

| urge you to vote NO on House Bills #226 & #227.

Mark A. Boesser
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April 4, 1995

Honorable Rep. Robinson
House ofRepresentatives
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: HB-226 & HB-227
Dear Representative Robinson:

) | am writing to you to urge you NOT to support House Bills 226 and
T,

| am opposed to HB-227 because it is unnecessary and a waste of the
legislature’s time. The State has a clear po_llcr of not issuing marriage licenses
to same-sex couples, and that seems unlikely to change In the near future,
there are plenty of real issues for you to deal with, without creating nonissues.

The only pugDose | can see in this hill is, unfortunately, the usual
purpose in gay-bashing. It has proved to be a reliable means of garnering
conservative support, and of spllnterlng the community in new ways. | am
very disappointed at this cynical use of some people's emotional reactions to
the subject of homosexuality for the purpose of political gain. | hope you will
not be a party to it

| am opposed to HB-226 for the same reasons, and because the bill is
generally ill-conceived. | oppose chipping away at the Human Rights Act to
eny protection to certain disfavored groups in certain situations. This is
completely contrary to the purpose ofgiving equal rights to everyone. It is a
very dan%erous precedent. Further, there is no evidence that permitting health
or other benefits to be extended to the families of all employees is detrimental
to the public good. There is no evidence of a negative financial impact on the
state. ~ Further, treating employees equally and fairly tends to increase
productivity and employee loyalty.

| urge you not to underestimate the number or interest o fgay and gay-
friendly voters. | am gay, | vote in every election, | donate to candidates and
causes, and | am active politically. Because of the hostility which bills like
these express, gay voters are likely to be low-profile. That does not mean we
are not out here in numbers you may not expect, and in places you might not
expect. Some of your best friends might be gay, and you may not know it.
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We are not monsters who can be identified at a glance. We are voters and
citizensjust like you.

Sincerely,
MENDEL & HUNTINGTON



1R 2ZC2EZnSSet«fl 775/7

ANCHERAGG, ALASCR 90501

Cl -

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION PHONE: 1507) 271A-A692/ 275-
TTY/TOD: ,907) 276-3177
FAX: 907) 273-5588

3699
1.17A

March 14, 1995

The Honorable Pete Kelly
The Honorahle Norman Rckeberg
House of Representatives

State Capitol
Mail Stop 3101
Juneau, Ak. 99301-1132

RE: House 3ill 226 and House B ill 227

Dear Representatives Kelly and Rokeberg:

Last week's Representative Kelly's aide, Bruce Campbell
contacted the Commission's executive director and indicated chat
gou would appreciate knowing the agency's position on House 3ills
26 and 227, and any suggestions that the Commission might have.
At its meeting on March 9 and 10, 1995, in Anchorage the Commission

considered the legislation.
The Commissioners reviewed the bills and passed the following

motion with regard to House 3ill 226:

Motion: The Commission supports House 3 ill 226 with the following
tghangfe_:t the term ‘'benefits" be clearly defined as health insurance
enefits.

Motion 3v: Commissioner Hamilton; Second by Commissioner Dyson.
Motion passed unanimously.

The Commission takes no position on House B ill 227 because it

doesn't directly effect A.S. 1830 et see. the Commission's
enforcement statute. The current commission has taken this

practice when considering legislation.

If you have questions, please contact either me at 745-3262 or
Executive Director Paula M. Halev at 1-907-276-7474, extension 241,

Sincerely

Edna DeVries, Chairman

Toll F
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION InAIaska0(800r§Z78-4692 POSITION
01-AdLH TTY/TDD Only (800)478-3177



3181 Amelia AV.
Fairbanks. .AX 99709
14 January 1995

Representative Pete Kelly

Staxe Capitol
Juneau. .AX 99801-118Z

Dear Mr. Kelly

The recent decision by Judge Greene m Fairoanks saving that unmamed couples are entitled to the
same benefits as accorded to mamed coupies opens Pandora's box to litigation and regulation
wnung aoout wno is and who is not entitled to family benefits. More imcortant. | view the
decision as another step in the dissolution of the fabric that hoids our society together.

The next generation of responsible citizens should be recruited from the stable families formed by
committed heterosexual couples. The conunuanon of our society is dependent on the formation of

ramilies.

We have ail lamented the social ills that have accompanied the breakdown of family life. The State
therefore has a compelling interest in formation of ramilies. and is thereby justified in adopting
policies that provide special benefits to tradinonal families. | would therefore urge the adoption of
legislation that cleariv states that spousal benefits for any state employee shall apply to only those
who are legally mamed. | would further urge that no unmamed person may use the state courts to

sue for family benefits.

According to the January 13 News miner article Judge Greene referred to che precedent set by an
Equal rights Commission ruling that landlords cannot refuse to rent to unmamed cohabiting
heterosexual couples. | would further urge that adopoon of legislation asserting the unconditional
rights of landlords to evict or refuse to rent to unmarred heterosexual partners.

Please do not construe this letter as being ann-homosexual. | have backed homosexual rights. My
interest in writing this letter is that | think it is dme for us to send a message to the coming

generation that the formation of families is good, and promiscuity and having children out of
wedlock is bad.

Lthank you for your conside,anon.

Sincerely vouis,

Daniel W. Swift

SUPPORT



ALASKA
CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

An Affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union
P. 0. Box 2018-14 Anchorage, AK 99520-1844
Phone: 1-907-258-0044 Fax: 1-907-258-0288

March 20, 1995

The Honorable Brian Porter
Chair, House Judiciary Committee
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol -Room 118
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Porter:

| am writing on behalfofthe Alaska Civil Liberties Union (AkCLU) to
express our opposition to House Bill 227.

First and foremost, we see no stated reason or rationale for this legislation.
There are not, nor have there ever been, legal marriages conducted in this state
between other than women and men. We ask: why is the Legislature, at a time
when we thought “less government” was preferable, expending state funds on a bill
that attempts to repair a problem that does not exist?

Secondly, the suggestion -- by the bill's sponsor before the House Health,
Education and Social Services Committee -- that the Reviser of Statutes erred in
1974 when he made the marriage statute gender-neutral, like all other state
statutes, IS Without merit. The only possible reason not to leave the provisions of
AS 25.05.011(a) gender-neutral is to allow for discrimination on the basis of sex,
something the people of the State ofAlaska specifically voted not to allow in 1972,
when they amended our constitution to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex.

We further believe that enacting legislation such as this essentially begs for
litigation. Again we ask: why is the Legislature willing to risk exposing the state
to costly lawsuits?

The AKCLU certainly supports legal representation of leshian and gay
relationships, including the right to marry. In our opinion, such recognition is
imperative for the complete equality ofleshian and gay individuals.
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However, as this committee is no doubt aware, no state recognizes a marriage
between people of the same sex. While we believe a variety of constitutional
arguments can be made to allow same-sex marriages, including the First
Amendmentright of freedom of association, the right to privacy, and the right to
equal protection of the laws, no state supreme court has upheld a final challenge by
a same-sex couple to a marriage license.

To date, the state courts have held that the couples did not have a right to
obtain a license because the drafters of the applicable legislation contemplated
heterosexual marriages only. In Hawaii, this issue is presently back before a lower
court, onremand from the state's supreme court. The U. S. Supreme Court has
never explicitly ruled on this question.

Because Alaska's present law has presented no risk ofallowing same-sex
marriages (an event ofapparent concern to the bill's sponsor), because removing the
statute's gender-neutral language can only be done so in the name of discrimination
(something the state must be opposed to), and because amending the marriage
provisions will only invite lawsuits (not discourage them), we urge the Legislature
to defeat passage of this bill.

We ask again: in this age of dwindling funds, why are state resources heing
spent to fix what ain't broke?

Respectfully yours,

Randall P. Burns
Executive Director

cc. AkCLU Board of Directors
Margaret W. Berck
All members, AKCLUF Litigation Committee
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March 15.1995
Representative Brian Porter:

Lwould like to share my thoughts on HB-226 and HB-227, currently before you for
consideration. | am quite suddencd, though not surprised to see these bills introduced
and discussed; it seems there will always be those who seek to consolidate their own
positions of power by denying equal benefits to others. In the past it has been women
and people of color, now it is heterosexual people who choose to remain outside the legal
structure and lesbian women and gay men who do not even have the option of becoming
part of the legal structure. Regardless who is affected, it is wrong to deny the full
benefits of a society to its fully participating members.

It is clear thut recent (he decision against the University of Alaska for withholding health
benefits and the State of Hawaii allowing same sex marriages are the basis for these two
bills even though proponents of these bills say their position is not aimed at any
particular group. Their actions are clearly focused on nun-married heterosexual people
and lesbian women and gay men, ell groups that remain outside the prevalent power
structure. Regardless of these groups choices or orientations, it is wrong to restrict their
choices to have the full lives we all deserve.

Thank you for your time.

Artemis BonaDeu
Box 22582
Juneau, AK 99802
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Committee for Equality CFE is a statewide organization
PO Box 34202 Call Sara Bo'.sscr in Juneau at
Juneau, AK 99803 58G-S230 (w); 789-9601 (h);

789-7450 (home fax).

Representative Brian Porter March 9, 1995
Member, House Stale Affairs
Alaska Legislature

Re;_HB-227 Discriminates op the basis of gender.
Please stop it in House Affairs.

Deat Representative Porter:

| am writing against HB-227, to urge you to stop itin your committee, because | believe It
illegally discriminates on the basis of gender.

Why docs HB 227 discriminate iIIePaIIy on the basis of gender? It's true that both men and women
are allowed to marry, so it obviously doesn't discriminate in thatas[;ect. However, if a person docs
choose to seek a legal marriage license from the state, under HB-227 that person would be forced to
choose only a person of the opposite gender for that contract, or be denied the state’s license.
Limiting the marriage license applicant's choice to only one gender is obvious
gender discrimination.

To force a person to discriminate on the basis of gender in order to receive a state
service or benefit violates state law.,

Therefore, | believe you, the legislature and the public would be best served by stopping this bill
before it goes any further. It would certainly be a hotly debated bill if it did enter the1pub||c process,
and | urge you to avoid that since it in the end | believe it would oan go to the courts for resolution.
Furthermore, 1believe qunlslatlve passage would be overturned by the courts for the reasons
discussed above. Alaska has had too many bills pass that turned out to fall short fjf meetln% state
law. Such an emotionally charged issue as this should not have to face such a dead-end path.

Certainly it is true that same-gender legal marnage is not the norm in Alaska (nor anywhere else to.
date), and it is true that people have many and mixed opinions about such a possibility. But this il
won'tresolve that scenario. Because whetherornot HB-227 passes, itisonly a matterof lime until
some citizens in Alaska do challen%e the ament state practice of denying marriage licenses on the
basis of gender. Passage of HB-227 won'tstop those legal pursuits. And only the courts will
determine the final outcome, as the couits would have to determine whether or'not this bill is lawful
in the face of its discriminatory stance.

S0, the_question of same-gender m_arria%e_ will certainly some day rise — the qucsUon is do you want
the legislature to lead the charge with a bill that | believe will be over ruled by the courts, or would
you rather let the action go directly from public individuals to the courts?

| believe the legislature should leave AS 25.05.011 alone, and quickly abandon HB-
221, The ﬁubllc discussion of who can enjoy legal marriage, with all the benefits it provides, should
be left to the courts. The Ie%lslature should spend its short 120 days solving genuine
priority issues like the budget, health care, economic stability, welfare concerns,
etc — and not consume Its and the public's time with this discriminatory

legislation.

Thank you,
cc Bruce Boiclbo. Attorney General

House Stale Affairs members
Sara Boesser, Board Member Bill Sponsors



