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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 198(STA)

rN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY  THE HOUSE STATE A i7FAIRS COM M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

, Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES ELTON, Robinson, Daviesi
A BILL

I
FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDi i

!
"An Act relating to absences from the state for purposes of eligibility for j

permanent fund dividends to care for a terminally ill parent, spouse, sibling,
I

child, or stepchild; to care for a parent, spouse, sibling, child, or stepchild withi

a critical life-threatening illness whose treatment plan, as recommended by the
I !I

attending physician, requires travel outside the state for treatment at a medical 

specialty complex; and to settle the estate of a deceased parent, spouse, sibling, 

child, or stepchild; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
I
I

* Section 1. FINDINGS AND INTENT. The legislature finds that care of a terminally ill 

individual by a member of that individual's immediate family is a socially beneficial and, in 

this time of escalating health care costs, economically efficient measure. It is the intent of the 

i leg is la te  to provide support to the families in this state during times of bereavement and to 

encourage residents to provide personal care for terminally ill family members.
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1 * Sec. 2. AS 43.23.095(8) is amended to read:

2 (8) "state resident" means an individual who is physically present in the

3 | state with the intent to remain permanently in the state under the requirements of

4 AS 01.10.055 or, if the individual is not physically present in the state, intends to

5 | return to the state and remain permanently in the state under the requirements of

6 AS 01.10.055, and is absent only for any of the following reasons:

7 (A) vocational, professional, or other specific education for

8 which a comparable program was not reasonably available in the state;

9 (B) secondary or postsecondary education;

10 (C) military service;

11 (D) medical treatment;

12 (E) service in Congress;

13 (F) other reasons which the commissioner may establish by

14 , regulation; [OR]

15 j (G) service in the Peace Corps;

16 (FT) to  c a re  fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l’s te rm in a lly  ill p a r e n t  sp o u se .

17 ! sibling, child, or stepchild;

18 (I) to settle the estate of the individual’s deceased parent.

19 j spouse, sibling, child, or stepchild: or |

20 (J) to care for a parent, spouse, sibling, child, or stepchild

21 with a critical life-threatening illness whose treatment plan, as '
„! i

22 recommended by the attending physician, requires travel outside the state

23 for treatment at a medical specialty complex:

24 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect January 1, 1997.
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CSHB 198 (STA) 
PFD Bereavement Absence

S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t

C SH B  198 adds th ree a llow ab le  absences to  re s idency d e te rm ina tio n s  unde r the
pe rm anen t fu n d  d iv id e n d  p ro g ram :

(1 ) fo r  the pu rpose ca ring  fo r  a fa m ily  m em ber w ith  a c r it ic a l,  l i f e -  
th re a te n in g  i l ln e s s ;

(2 ) fo r  the pu rpose o f  ca rin g  fo r  a te rm in a lly  i l l  fa m ily  m em ber,

(3 ) fo r  the purpose o f  s e ttlin g  the estate o f  a deceased fa m ily  mem ber.

F am ily  m em ber is  de fined  in  the b i l l  as "p a ren t, spouse, s ib lin g , c h ild , 
o r s te p -c h ild . "

Care o f  a c r i t ic a l ly  o r te rm in a lly  i l l  fa m ily  m em ber is  an im p o r ta n t fa m ily  
re s p o n s ib ility  w ith  bo th  fa m ily  and soc ie ta l b ene fits . F am ily  care p ro v ide s  the
o p p o rtu n ity  to  express the lo ve  and suppo rt necessary to  ease the pa in  o f  a
person 's most d i f f ic u l t  days and weeks o f  l ife .  Care p rov ided  by  fa m ily
m em bers low e rs  the cos t o f  hea lth  care fo r  in d iv id u a ls  w ho w ou ld  o the rw ise  be 
in s titu t io n a liz e d , and thus low ers hea lth  care costs fo r  soc ie ty . S e ttlin g  the 
estate o f  a fa m ily  m em ber is one o f  the unavo idab le  and burdensom e du ties 
im posed b y  death . A laskans who unde rtake  these d i f f ic u l t  fa m ily  
re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  shou ld  n o t be pun ished  f in a n c ia l ly  b y  lo s in g  th e ir  pe rm anen t
fu n d  d iv id e n d s .

I i  is unknow n  at th is  tim e  how  m any A laskans m ig h t app ly fo r  a "bereavem ent
absence" because the agency has no t recorded th is  da ta from  past a p p lica tio n s .
I f  the num ber o f  persons absent fo r  th is  reason is sm a ll, i t  w i l l  have a
n e g lig ib le  e ffe c t on the amount o f  the perm anent fu nd  d iv id e nd . C SH B  198 has
no e ffe c t on the genera l fund ; there are no a d d it io n a l p rocess ing costs
a n tic ip a te d  by the Perm anent Fund D iv id e n d  D iv is io n .

C SHB  198 is supported by the Am erican  A ssoc ia tio n  o f  R e tired  Persons, the 
A la ska  G e r ia tr ic  Exchange N e tw o rk  (A G E N E T ), and the A laska  W om en 's Lo bb y .

---------------------------- A i.aska House of Representatives----------------------------
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Fiscal Note Analysi *
House Bill 198

D e p a r tm e n t  of R evenue
P e rm a n e n t  Fund  Dividend Division

This bill amends the Definitions section of AS 43.23.095(8) by adding two 
additional allowable absences to the list of absences allowable for purposes of 
qualifying for a Permanent Fund Dividend. The proposed additional absences are: 
caring for the individual's terminally ill parent, spouse, sibling, child, or step-child; 
and absence from the state to settle the estate of the individual's deceased parent, 
spouse, sibling, child, or step-child. The effective date of this bill is January 1, 
1996.

The fiscal effects of this bill are minimal and can be absorbed by the PFD Division.
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K i m  E l t o n  
A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l t o n :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  o f  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  s u p p o r t  HB 1 9 8 ,  e n t i t l e d  P F D  
B e r e a v e m e n t  A b s e n c e s .  T h e  p a s s a g e  o f  HB 1 9 8  w o u l d  b e  a  
g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  m a n y  s e n i o r s  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  t o  o t h e r  
A l a s k a n s  o f  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  a s  w e l l .

O u r  i n t e n t  i s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  y o u  a s  t h i s  b i l l  p r o g r e s s e s  
t h r o u g h  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g s .
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AGENET Alaska
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Patricks Bfanac.i 
PraaldanTKodtax 
486-6181 

Fax 486-4503
Dick Vatdt 

Vlca P ms I don t 
Valdez 

835-6032 
Fax 835-2518

Kslhton Caxtar 
Seoratary/Trxaaum

Ancnorege
561-3311 

Fax 561-3312
Valina Eilyaon 
Past President

Homer 
235-7655 

Fax 235-3733
Tad Carlson 

Board
Cfiugiak 
688-2877 

Fax 688-1313
Irving Igtanloo 

Board
Barrow 

1-80CM78-6606 
Fax 852-0372

Pat Janik 
Board
Juneau 

586-6233 
Fax 686-301B
Roaa Flihar 

Board
Dillingham 
8X2-1231 Fax 842-6631

Cyndi Nation 
Board

Farbanka 452-8251 ext. 3162 
Fax 459-3650
Pal Porter 

Board 
Kenei 

283-4158 
Fax 283-6058

' l a r c h  6 .  1 9 9 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K im  B l t o n  
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
Room 112
-Tuneau,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1  

t ) e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l t o n :

t h e  A l a s k a  G e r i a t r i c  N e t w o r k  E x c h a n g e  (AGENET) i s  p l e a s e d  t o  b e  
A s k e d  t o  s u p p o r t  HB 1 9 8  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  A l a s k a n s  a b s e n c e  ‘" m m  t h e  
i i t a t e  t o  c a r e  f o r  a  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  o r  s e t t l e  t h e  
i j a t a t e  o f  a  d e c e a s e d  f a m i l y  m e m b e r .

b o m b e r s  o f  AGENET a r e  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  A l a s k a n s  t o  c a r e  
f o r  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .  We, i n  m a n a g i n g  o e n i o r  s e r v i c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
i i t a t e .  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e .  We a d v o c a t e  f o r  
A l a s k a n s  w h o  h a v e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  o u t s i d e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  
c a r e  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s o  t h a t  h o n o r  a n d  d i g n i t y  r e m a i n  w i t h  
td ie  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l  p a r s o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c a r e g i v e r s  a s  l o n g  a s  
p o s s i b l e .

AGENET m e m b e r s  a l s o  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  g r i e v e  a  l o v e d  
o n e  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  d o  s o  i n  a  p r o p e r  m a n n e r .  
I)y a l l o w i n g  a  " b e r e a v e m e n t  a b s e n c e "  f o r  A l a s k a n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o u l d  
b e  a b l e  t o  b e  w i t h  o t h e r  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  a  r e l a t i v e ' s  d e a t h  
And b e  a b l e  t o  b e  a  s u p p o r t i v e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  i n  s t a y i n g  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  e s t a t e  s e t t l e m e n t s .

h u e  t o  t h e  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  d i s t a n c e  f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  who c h o o s e  t o  
l i v e  i n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  3 t a t e ,  i t  i o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e v e n  t r a v e l  t o  g e t  
t:o f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l .  HB 19 8  w o u l d  a l l o w  
A l a s k a n s  t o  b e  a b l e  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  a n d  c a r e  e a c h  o f  u s  w o u l d  w a n t  t o  
S j iv e  t o  o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  who a r e  s i c k  a n d  d y i n g  w i t h o u t  s u f f e r i n g  
f u r t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  p e n a l t i e s .

T h a n k  y o u ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l t o n ,  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  HB 1 9 6 .  I t  i s  A 
b i l l  t h a t  w i l l  e n h a n c e  A l a s k a n s '  r o l e  i n  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  
t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  b e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s  a w a y .

P a t r i c i a  B r a n s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  
AGENET



A L A S K A  W O M L N ’S  L O B B YP.O . BOX 221 56, JUNEAU. ALA SK A 99802

POSITION PAPER ON PFD BEREAVEMENT ABSENCES - HB 198

The Alaska Women's Lobby strongly supports the creation of an additional 
allowable absence for PFD eligibility.

HB 198 would allow a resident an excused absence for the purpose of caring for a 
terminally ill family member and for the settling of the family member's estate 
after death.

Many Alaskans have elderly family members living in other states. It is also 
fairly common for seriously ill Alaskans to travel out of state for specialized 
medical care.lt is very important for the family unit that a person be able to care 
for a parent or a spouse who has a serious health condition.

Three quarters of all caregivers for older people are women. The caregiver's 
burden is a heavy one. He or she should not have to also suffer the additional 
penalty of being denied PFD eligibility.

We believe it is simply good public policy to lend support to families by 
encouraging rather than discouraging residents to provide personal care for 
terminally ill family members.

We urge the passage of HB 198.


