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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 198(STA)
N THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE HOUSE STATE AIiFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES ELTON, Robinson, Davies
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED i
"An Act relating to absences from the state for purposes of eligibility forj
permanent fund dividends to care for aterminally ill parent, spouse, sibling,
child, or stepchild; to care fora parent, spouse, sibling, child, or stepchildwithi

a critical life-threatening illness whose treatment plan, as recommended by theI

attending physician, requires travel outside the state for treatment at a medical
specialty complex; and to settle the estate of a deceased parent, spouse, sibling,

child, or stepchild; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
I

* Section 1. FINDINGS AND INTENT. The legislature finds that care of a terminally iIII
individual by a member of that individual's immediate family is a socially beneficial and, in
this time of escalating health care costs, economically efficient measure. It is the intent of the
legislate to provide support to the families in this state during times of bereavement and to

encourage residents to provide personal care for terminally ill family members.
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* Sec. 2. AS 43.23.095(8) is amended to read:
(8) "state resident"” means an individual who is physically present in the
state with the intent to remain permanently in the state under the requirements of
AS 01.10.055 or, if the individual is not physically present in the state, intends to
return to the state and remain permanently in the state under the requirements of

AS 01.10.055, and is absent only for any of the following reasons:

10
11
12

(A) vocational, professional, or other specific education for
which a comparable program was not reasonably available in the state;

(B) secondary or postsecondary education;

(C) military service;

(D) medical treatment;

(E) service in Congress;

(F) other reasons which the commissioner may establish by
regulation; [OR]

(G) service in the Peace Corps;

(FT) to care for the individual’s terminally ill parent spouse.
sibling, child, or stepchild;

() to settle the estate of the individual 3 deceased parent.
spouse, sibling, child, or stepchild: or

(J) to care for a parent, spouse, sibling, child, or stepchild
with a critical life-threatening illness whosetreatment plan, as °
recommended by the attending physician, requires traveloutsidethe state

for treatment at a medical specialty complex:

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect January 1, 1997.

CSHB 198(STA) 2-

New TexC Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



CSHB 198 (STA)
PFD Bereavement Absence

Sponsor Statement

CSHB 198 adds three allowable absences to residency determinations  underthe
permanent fund dividend program:

(1) for the purpose caring for a family member with a critical, life-
threatening illness;

(2) for the purpose of caring for a terminally ill family member,
(3) for the purpose of settling the estate of a deceased family member.

Family member is defined in the bill as "parent, spouse, sibling, child,
or step-child."

Care of a critically or terminally ill family member is an important family
responsibility with both family and societal benefits. ~ Family care provides the
opportunity to expressthe love and support necessary to easethe pain of a
person's most difficult days andweeks of life.  Care provided byfamily
members lowers the cost of health care for individuals who would otherwise be
institutionalized, and thus lowers health care costs for society. Settling the
estate of a family member is one of the unavoidable and burdensome duties
imposed by death. Alaskans who undertake these difficult family
responsibilities should notbepunished financially by losing their permanent
fund dividends.

li is unknown at this time how many Alaskans might apply fora "bereavement
absence" because the agency has not recorded this datafrom past applications.

If the number of persons absent for this reason is small, it will have a

negli%;ible effect on the amount of the permanent fund dividend. CSHB 198has
no effect on the general fund, there are no additional processing costs

anticipated by the Permanent Fund Dividend Division.

CSHB 198 is supported by the American Association of Retired Persons, the
Alaska Geriatric Exchange Network (AGENET), and the Alaska Women's Lobby.
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FISCAL NOTE

Dept. Affected: Revenue

Title: Higibility for FPD

Rl Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Component:  Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Sponsar: :
Requestor: ~ House State Affairs

Representatives H-TON Robinson, Davies

COVPONENT RALNO. %8l

Expenditures/Revenues.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES
PERSONAL SERVICES

FYor

TOTAL OPERATING 00

CHANGE IN RRVNUES ()

RUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 G- Match

104G

1006 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other

TOTAL 00

Estimete of any current year (FY96) cost $
POSTIONS

FUL-TIVE

PART-TIVE

TEVPORARY

FY%

(Thousands of Dollars)
FY59 AL

00 00 00 00
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00 00 00 00
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Department of Revenue
Permanent Fund Dividend Division

Fiscal Note Analysi *
House Bill 19

This bill amends the Definitions section of AS 43.23.095(8) by adding two
additional allowable absences to the list of absences allowable for purposes of
qualifying for a Permanent Fund Dividend. The proposed additional absences are:
caring for the individual's termmall\( ill parent, spouse, _3|b_||ng, child, or step-child;
and absence from the state to settle the estate of the individual's deceased parent,
sl%%%se, sibling, child, or step-child. The effective date of this bill is January 1,

The fiscal effects of this bill are minimal and can be absorbed by the PFD Division.
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March 6; 1995

Representative Kim Elton
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182
@]
MR 03

Dear Representative Elton:

This letter is to inform you of the intent of the State
Legislative Committee to support HB 198, entitled PFD
Bereavement Absences. The passage of HB 198 would be a
great assistance to many seniors in Alaska and to other
Alaskans of younger generations as well.

Our intent is to work with you as this bill progresses
through committee hearings.
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'larch 6. 1995

Representative Kim Blton
Capitol Building

Room 112

-Tuneau, Alaska 99611

t)ear Representative Elton:

the Alaska Geriatric Network Exchange (AGENET) is pleased to be
Asked to support HB 198 which would allow Alaskans absence “mm the
iitate to care for a terminally ill family member or settle the
ijatate of a deceased family member.

bombers of AGENET are well aware of the need for Alaskans to care
for family members. We, in managing oenior services across the
iitate. understand the situations described above. We advocate for
Alaskans who have family members outside of Alaska to be able to
care for those individuals so that honor and dignity remain with
tdie terminally ill parson as well as the caregivers as long as
possible.

AGENET members also clearly understand the need to grieve a loved
one and the importance of being able to do so in a proper manner.
)y allowing a "bereavement absence” for Alaskans, individuals would
be able to be with other family members during a relative's death
And be able to be a supportive family members in staying to take
care of estate settlements.

hue to the geography and distance for those of us who choose to
live in this beautiful 3tate, it io difficult to even travel to get
t:o family members who are terminally ill. HB 198 would allow
Alaskans to be able take the time and care each of us would want to
Sjive to our loved ones who are sick and dying without suffering
further financial penalties.

Thank you, Representative Elton, for introducing HB 196. It is A
bill that will enhance Alaskans' role in caring for their families
though they may be thousands of miles away.

Patricia Branson, President
AGENET



ALASKA WOMLN'S LOBBY
P.0. BOX 221 56, JUNEAU. ALASKA 99802

POSITION PAPER ON PFD BEREAVEMENT ABSENCES - HB 198

The Alaska Women's Lobby strongly supports the creation of an additional
allowable absence for PFD eligibility.

HB 198 would allow a resident an excused absence for the purpose of caring for a
terminally ill family member and for the settling of the family member's estate
after death.

Many Alaskans have elderly family members living in other states. It is also
fairly common for seriously ill Alaskans to travel out of state for specialized
medical care.lt is very important for the family unit that a person be able to care
for a parent or a spouse who has a serious health condition.

Three quarters of all caregivers for older people are women. The caregiver's
burden is a heavy one. He or she should not have to also suffer the additional

penalty of being denied PFD eligibility.

We believe itis simply good public policy to lend support to families by
encouraging rather than discouraging residents to provide personal care for
terminally ill family members.

We urge the passage of HB 198.



