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A B IL L

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D

"A n  Act re la t in g  to  p a ym en t f o r  em ergency se rv ices re sp on d in g  to c e r ta in  m o to r

veh ic le  acc iden ts ."
I

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :
LO\

*  Sec tion  1. A S<2& 35 0 3 0  is amended by adding a new subsection to read :
(n ) I f  the act fo r  which a person is convicted under th is section c on tribu tes to  

a m o to r veh ic le  acc ident, the c o u n  ^ jm lubrd e r the person  to p a y  the rea sonab le  c o st 
o f  any em ergency se rv ices that responded to the accident, i f  the c on v ic ted pe rson  o r  
the convicted person's in su re r has not a lready paid the cost o f  the em ergency se rv ices.
I f  payment is requ ired under this subsection, the payment shall be made d irec tly  to  the 
em ergency se rv ice and sha ll be equal to the actual cost o f  respond ing  to the acc iden t 
o r the p rev iou s year's annual average cost o f  respond ing to a m o to r v eh ic le  acc iden t, 
w h ichever is higher. In  this subsection , "emergency serv ice" inc ludes a peace o f f ic e r, ■X 
fire  departm ent, am bu lance se rv ice , o r  em ergency m ed ica l techn ic ian .
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HB 10 SPONSOR SfATFMENT

HB 10 is an act that requires DWI offenders convicted of causing a motor vehicle 
accident to pay for the costs of emergency services that respond to the accident.
The problems and associated costs of driving while intoxicated are clear. 
According to national statistics, approximately one-half of all fatal motor vehicle 
accidents involve alcohol. According to the Department of Public Safety 40% of 
all DWI arrests involve repeat offenders. Furthermore, aiCOhol related injuries 
and fatalities cost Alaskans an estimated $68 million per year (Department of 
Health and Social Service, 1985).
HB iO attempts to address these problems in two manners. First, as a deterrent 
to those who drive while intoxicated by raising the financial penalty for doing so. 
By raising the financial burden to mose breaking the law, HB 10 emphasizes the 
seriousness of the crime. Second, this bill shifts the financial responsibility of the 
emergency services that respond to alcohol-related accidents from law abiding, 
tax paying citizens to the convicted DWI offender.
Three states, California, Indiana, and Kansas have similar reimbursement laws.
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This bill amends AS 28.35 to provide that a person convicted of driving while intoxicated, who 

contributes to a motor vehicle accident, be required to pay the cost of any emergency services that responded 
to the accident. Currently, courts have the discretionary power to order reimbursement under these 
circumstances, when a convicted DWI defendant is sentenced. This bill would make reimbursement of 
emergency responders mandatory. There will not be a fiscal impact for the Department of Law, because this is 
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Past President 
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Resolution 95-04

THE ALASKA FIRE CHIEF'S ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS 
HOUSE BILL 10.

WHEREAS, persona driving while intoxicated impact the emergency 
services by increasing call volumes which results in 
increased risk to responders and equipment, hence 
higher operating costs and;

WHEREAS, the Alaska pee.Chiefs Association sees the general law 
abiding citizen paying for these costs and;

WHEREA8, the Alaska Fire Chiefs Association is dedicated to 
reducinglossof life and property,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, 

THE ALASKA FIRE CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION STRONGLY 
SUPPORTS THE PASSING OF HOUSE BILL 10., i  * v »

ADOPTED, THIS 20th  DAY OF MARCH, 1S95.

Billy W. Harris 
President, AFCA



March 16, 1995

FROM:
TO:

RE: House Bill 10 - Payment for emergency services responding to
certain motor vehicle accidents

The Alaska Municipal League is writing in support of HB 10, which would 
require a person convicted of driving while intoxicated and contributes to an 
accident to pay the costs of any emergency services connected with that 
accident.
While we do not have a specific statement addressing this subject in our 
policy statement, municipalities support legislation that would encourage 
people to refrain from driving under the influence and putting innocent people 
in danger. If an unfortunate accident is the result of this type of behavior, we 
agree that the convicted person should pay the cost of emergency services.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 586-1325.

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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SIADD
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

P. O. Box 71167 Fairbanks, AK  99701 (907) 456-3964

D R U N K  D R IV IN G  IS  N O T  A N  A C C ID E N T , IT  IS  A  V IO L E N T  C H IM E .

In 1993, 17,461 people were killed in the United States in alcohol-related traffic 
crashes. It is estimated that 950,000 people were injured in crashes where alcohol was 
present.

Direct costs of alcohol-related crashes are estimated to be S44 billion yearly including 
$6 billion in medical costs. An additional S90 billion is lost in quality of life doe to 
these crash s .
T H E  M IS S IO N  O F  M O T H E R S  A G A IN ST  D R U N K  D R IV IN G  IS  T O  S T O P  
D R U N K  D R IV IN G  A N D  T O  S U P P O R T  V IC T IM S  O F  T H IS  V IO L E N T  
C R IM E .

Rep. John Davies 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
FAX (907) 465-3519

Re: HB No. 10

Dear Representative Davies,

The Fairbanks Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving would like to vc ice it’s 
support for HB No. 10. As I ’m sore you’re aware, the cost of drunk driving to the 
State is phenomenal. While one can never pot a dollar amount on the loss of life or 
injury to a victim, drunk drivers must take responsibility for their actions. HB 10 will 
act as a deterrent to the potential drunk driver. We commend you for your efforts.

I f  I  can provide you with further information, please contact me.

Chapter President
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Vehicle O c c u p a n ts
Drtvor 10,369 46,000 66,000 68,000 180,000
P a ssen g e r 3.994 23,000 28,000 44,000 95,000
Subtour" 14.395 69,000 9 5, COO 111,000 275,000

N on m o to r le t s
Pedestrian 2,736 3,000 3,000 3,000 10,000
Poda lcyc lls t 296 1,000 2,000 1,000 3,000
O ther 34 1,000 *n« 1,000
Subtotal 3,066 4,000 6,000 • 5,000 14,000

T o ta l* ” 17,461 73,000 100,000 116,000 289,000

* Blood alcohal concentration (BAC) of 0.01 gram s per deciliter (g/dl) or g rea te r in the c rash . 
■' Police-reported alcohol involvement in the  crash.

*'* Includes 32 unknown occupBnts that w ere killed.
**"* L ess than SOO,
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J *
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