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J M a s l t a  j l t a t e  ' j C e g t s l a f u r e

J l a u s e  o f J K e p re s e n ta t i iu 's
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

State Capitol, Room 120 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

(907) 465-4990

Date:

To: Ms, Suzie Barnett, Dir, of Legislative Ethics Committee

From: Tom Me^ei^etfunsel to House Judiciary Committee

Re: Hearing for confirmation of Edith Vorderstrasse/Joseph Donahue

This is confirmation of this morning's discussion. 1 apologize for any 
earlier inconvenience.

We anticipate a hearing for the House Judiciary Committee for 
consideration of reappointment of the above individuals will occur this 
Friday. January 12, 1996, at 1:00 p.m..

To aid the committee. I would appreciate copies of any available resumes 
for Ms. Vorderstrasse and Mr. Donahue and any other pertinent materials. 
A fax would be sufficient and our number is 465-3834.

With respect to your concern about setting up teleconferencing for the 
hearing, I will get in touch with Ms. Vorderstrasse and Mr. Donahue on 
Thursday or earlier on Friday should their testimony be required.



J M a s s k a  J B t a i e  j E I e g t s l a t u r e

JiH ouse a f  ^ R e p re s e n ta t iv e s
House Judiciary Committee

State Capitol, Room 120 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

(907)465-4990

Jan. 9, 1996

TO: Members of the House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Brian Porter, Chairman

RE: Reappointment of two members to Legislative Ethics Committee

I was recently referred a request for reappointment of Mr. Joseph Donahue 
and Ms. Edith Vorderstrasse to the Legislative Ethics Committee. The 
House Judiciary Committee must consider their reappointment.

I am noticing a hearing for this matter for this coming Friday, January 12, 
1996.

Should any committee member have any concerns about the individuals
above, please have your office notify Tom Meyer, counsel for the Judiciary
Committee, at 465-4990.

Attachment, Letter from C.J. Compton



CJwmbw* of:
Allen T. Compton  
Chief Justice

(907 )  2 6 4 -0 60 1  
FAX (907 ) 2 7 6 - 5 6 0 8

3 0 3  K  Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

9 9 5 0 1 - 2 0 8 3

Alaska Supreme (Court

December 18, 1995

Gail Phillips
Speaker of the House
716 W. Fourth Avenue, Suite 620
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133

Drue Pearce
President of the Senate
716 W. Fourth Avenue, Suite 500
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133

Re: Reappointment of Joseph Donahue and Edith Vorderstrasse
to serve on the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics

Dear Madam Speaker Phillips and President Pearce:

Pursuant to AS 24.60.130, I select Joseph Donahue and Edith Vorderstrasse each to serve 
another term as public members of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics commencing 
January 1, 1996.

Sincerely,

Allen T. Compton 
Chief Justice

ATC:dka

cc: Ms. Margie Mac Neille, Chair
Mr. Joseph Donahue 
Ms. Edith Vorderstrasse



Alaska Mate Legislature 
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f  C le r k

O ff ic ia l Business
State Capitol, Rm 214 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
(907) 465-3725

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: January 8. 1996

To: Judiciary Committee

From: Su/i Lowell, Chief Clcrkr  ̂̂  "

Subject: SelecL Committee on Legislative Ethics

Speaker Phillips referred the following appointments to the Judiciary Committee: 

S E L E C T  C O M M IT T E E  O N  L E G IS L A T IV E  E T H IC S  

Reappointment of Joseph Donahue 

Reappointment of Edith Vorderstrasse 

Attached is the letter from Chief Justice Compton appointing the members above.

Attachment as noted.



RESUME SUMMARY 
Joseph P. Donahue

P. O. B o x  1736 
Kenai, A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 1

T e l e p h o n e s :  (Home) 9 0 7 - 2 8 3 - 8 0 5 1  ( B u s i n e s s / f a x )  9 0 7 - 2 8 3 - 7 7 5 0

E x p e r i e n c e :
P r i v a t e  c o n s u l t i n g  b u s i n e s s  for f o u r  years, s p e c i a l i z i n g  
in t r a i n i n g  on B o a r d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  grants, 
b u s i n e s s  p l a n n i n g  and d e v e l o p m e n t .  T w e n t y  five y ears 
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  in s u p e r v i s o r y ,  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  and p o l i c y  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
I n t e r i o r ,  B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s .  T e c h n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
in A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  R e a l  E s t a t e  & N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  M a n a g e m e n t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t i o n ,  P o l i c y  
D e v e l o p m e n t  and L i a i s o n  f u n c t i o n s .

E x p e r t i s e :
G e n e r a l  e x p e r t i s e  on f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y ,  budget, 
a n d  systems, w i t h  s p e c i a l  k n o w l e d g e  of D e p a r t m e n t  of 
I n t e r i o r  and B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s .  S p e c i a l  k n o w l e d g e  
of A l a s k a  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  issues, l e g i s l a t i o n  and 
po l i c y .  E x p e r t i s e  o n  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  issues, l e g i s l a t i o n  
a n d  p o l i c y  f r o m  o v e r  20 y e a r s  w o r k i n g  on A l a s k a  issues.

E d u c a t i o n :
B a c h e l o r  of S c i e n c e  - A g r i c u l t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  M o n t a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Bozeman, M o n t a n a  - 1966

T r a i n i n g :
E x t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  in s u p e r v i s i o n  & m a n a g e m e n t ;  real 
e s t a t e ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a n a g e m e n t ;  
c o n t r a c t  and g r a n t  m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  e x e c u t i v e  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u s i n e s s  p l a n n i n g  a n d  g r a n t  w r i t i n g .  
- C o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i s t i n g  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t -

A w a r d s :
H i g h  S c h o o l  V a l e d i c t o r i a n ,  C e r t i f i c a t e  of S p e c i a l  
A c h i e v e m e n t  (1974), L e t t e r s  of C o m m e n d a t i o n  (1974, 1977, 
1980, 1982), W h o ' s  W h o  in t h e  W e s t  ( 1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 7 ) ,  F e d e r a l  
E m p l o y e e  of the Ye a r  A w a r d  ( J u neau 1979), S u p e r i o r  & 
O u t s t a n d i n g  P e r f o r m a n c e  M e r i t  A w a r d s  (1984- 1 9 8 8 ,  1990)

M i s c e l l a n e o u s :
M a r r i e d ,  2 g r o w n  children, no m i l i t a r y ,  e x c e l l e n t  health, 
Born: 12/14/43. P r e v i o u s  y o u t h  leader, S c h o o l  B o ard
m e m b e r ;  S t a t e  Real E s t a t e  A p p r a i s a l  Board, K e n a i  L i o n s  
C l u b  & C h a m b e r  of Comme r c e ,  C h a i r - S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
E t h i c s  C o m m i t t e e ,  Assoc. M e m b e r  C o m m o n w e a l t h  North.

R e f e r e n c e s :

( A v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t - S e e  C l i e n t  Lists)



C A P P E R  O B JE C T IV E

WORK H ISTORY

F d i t h  A nne  V o r d e r s t r a s s e  
home

166 7  O K P Ik  STREET 

BOX 2 14  
BARROW, ALASKA 9 9 7 2 3  

8A R R 0W , AK 9 9 7 2 3  

HOME 9 0 7 - 9 5 2 - 2 0 1 0

CONTINUE 10 EM P lO Y LOCAL R ES ID EN TS  IN  MEANINGFUL 
JOBS IN  THE F IE L D  OF CONSTRUCTION AND TO U R ISM . 
ENJO Y ING  AND R A IS IN G  OUR F A M IL Y .

OWNER

BORDER V EN TU R ES (Feb  1 9 7 8  - P r e s e n t )
BOX 214

BARROW,AK 9 9 7 2 3  
BARROW, AK 9 9 7 2 3  

SU PER V ISO R : SELF-EMPLOYED 
PHONE »■ 9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 2 0 1 0  
PAYRATE : N/A 
ADM IN ISTRATOR

PA YRO LL , BUDGET , INSURANCE CO M PLIANCE , S U P E R V IS IO N  
OF JOB SU PER IN TEN D EN T , B ID D IN G , B IL L IN G , H IR IN G .

S p e c i a l  A s s t ,  t o  S u p t .
N o r t h  S lo p e  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l D i s t r i c t ( O c t  1 994  - P r e s e n  
Box 1 69

B a r r o w ,  AK 9 9 7 2 3
S U P ER V ISO R : S u p t .  L e la n d  D is h m a n  

PHONE # :  9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 5 3 1 1  
PAYRATE: 5 4 0 0 .0 0  p e r  m o n th
l i a s o n  f o r  10 s c h o o l  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s ,  p u b l i c  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  b u d g e t  
c o m m it t e e  m em ber f o r  NSBSD a t  N 5 B ,

C u s to m e r  S e r v ic e  A g e n t
A la s k a  A i r l i n e s ( F e b  1 993  S e p t  1 9 9 4 )

Box 9 3 0
B a r r o w ,  AK 9 9 7 2 3  

S U P ER V ISO R : J e a n e t t e  C ook  

PHONE # :  9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 8 8 2 1  
PAYRATE : 1 1 .4 2
t i c k e t i n g ,  m a k in g  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  w e ig h t  & b a la n c e  

o f  f l i g h t s ,

COMMITTEE SECRETARY

STATE OF A LA S K A (J an  1 988  - May 1 9 8 8 )

ALASKA STATE CAPITOL BLDG 

JU N EAU , AK 9 9 8 0 2
S U P ER V ISO R : HONORABLE REPRESENTATIVE E IL E E N  MACLEAN 

PHONE # :  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 * 4 5 2 5  

PAYRATE : 1 2 .0 0  AN HOUR
SCHEDULING D A IL Y  A C T IV IT IE S  Or R E P . MACLEAN 
RESPO NSIBLE  FOR M INUTES OF COMMUNITY AND REG IONAL



A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S .

EDUCAT IO N

•K I L L S  & INTERESTS

R F F E R E N C E S

O F F IC E  MANAGER
BARROW U T IL IT IE S (  M ar 1 974  - S e p t  1 9 8 2 )
POUCH 4 4 4 9  

8A R R 0W , AK 9 9 7 2 3

S U P E R V IS O R : SHELDON TE IG LA N D  

PHONE # :  9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 6 1 6 6  
PAYRATE ' 2 2 . 0 0

SUPERV ISO N  OF O F F IC E  PERSONNEL 

SECRETARY

P A C IF IC  A R C H ITEC TS  AND E N G IN E E R S (O c t  1 9 7 3  - M ar 1 9 7 4 )  
NARL

BARROW, AK 9 9 7 2 3  

S U P E R V IS O R : J IM  DALTON 

PA YRA TE : 3 . 7 5  AN HOUR 

O FF IC E  T Y P IN G  AND F IL IN G

U N IV E R S IT Y  OF ALASKA F A IR B A N K S (J a n  1 9 7 3  - May 1 9 7  

F A IR B A N K S , AK 9 9 7 0 1  

GPA : 2 . 5 0  - S C A L E : 4 . 0 0  
V A R S ITY  BASKETBALL

WEST ANCHORAGE H IG H (S e p t  1 9 7 2  - J a n  1 9 7 3 )

ANCHORAGE, AK 9 9 5 0 3  

H IG H  SCHOOL D IPLOM A 

GPA : 3 . 0 0  - S C A LE : 4 . 0 0  
INVOLVED  IN  N A T IV E  YOUTH GROUP

M T . EDGECUM8E H IG H  S C H O O L (S ep t 1 9 7 0  M ay 1 9 7 2 )

S IT K A , AK
GPA : 3 . 5 0  - S C A LE : 4 . 0 0

HONOR DORM
CHEERLEADER

VA R S ITY  BASKETBALL

CENTRAL CO UNC IL DORM

SOPHMORE HOMECOMING PR INC ESS

BARROW D A Y  SCHO OL(ES J a n  F e b  M a r A p r

BARROW, AK 9 9 7 2 3  

MADE HONOR ROLL

M em ber o f  S e le c t  C o m m it t e  o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  E t h i c s ,  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  B U EC I , C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  NSB P e r s o n n e l  

8 o a r d ,  NSB B u d g e t  C o m m it t e e ,  NSB I n v e s t m e n t  C o m m it
t e e .  E n jo y  s p o r t s ,  s k i i n g ,  b a s k e t ,  v o l l e y  & s o f t ­

b a l l .  im p r o v i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  c o m m u n it y  i n v o l v e m e n t .

DORCUS THOMPSON 

Box 5 4 9
BARROW, AK 9 9 7 2 3  

9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 6 2 3 1

W a y n e  P a r k i n



G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r ,  B U E C I 

B ox 4 4 9
B A R R O W , AK 9 9 7 2 3  

9 0 7 - 8 5 2 - 6 6 1 6



■House u f ^ R e p re s e n ta t iv e s
H o u s e  ju d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

S ta te  C a p ito l, R oom  1 2 0  
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 S  

(9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -4 9 9 0
J a n u a ry  1 7 . 1 0 0 6

T h e  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m it t e e  h e r e b y  r e c o m m e n d s  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the 
r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  E d i th  V o rd e r s t r a s s e  as a p u b lic  m e m b e r  to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  o n
L e g i s la t i v e  E th ic s  c o m m e n c in g  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 9 f r .

a /  )  s
’  -  / < ■  

______________________________________________  1 . . c - l
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d eR e p r e s e n t a t i v e T o o h c y

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A1 V c z c y R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o e  G re e n

7  / T " >
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v id  F i n k c ls t e i n

______
C h a i rm a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r ia n  P o r t e r



jHoUSC o f ^ R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  State Capitol, Room 120
? J u d i c i a r y  C o m m

J a n u a ry  1 7 , 1 9 9 6

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  J u " eau, ^ f . «  2 ! ™(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 9 9 0

T h e  H o u s e  J u d ic i a r y  C o m m it t e e  h e r e b y  re c o m m e n d s  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  
r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  J o s e p h  D o n o h u e  as a p u b lic  m e m b e r  to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it t e e  o n  
L e g i s la t i v e  E th ic s  c o m m e n c in g  J a n u a ry  1 , 1 9 9 6 .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e T o o h e y

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l V e z e y

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t y e  D a v is

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n

/ . x * y
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i t l^ f T n k e l s t c i n

/Q V^aJxtl
C h a i rm a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  P o r t e r



JM onse o f ^ R e p re s e n ta t iv e s
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

J a n u a ry  1 7 . 1 9 9 6

State Capitol, R o o m  120 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-118 

(907) 465-4990

T h e  H o u s e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e  h e r e b y  re c o m m e n d s  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  
r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  E d ith  V o rd e r s t r a s s e  as a p u b lic  m e m b e r  to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it t e e  o n  
L e g i s la t i v e  E th ic s  c o m m e n c in g  J a n u a ry  1, 1 9 9 6 .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a i l  T o o h c y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o n  B u n d e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l V e z c y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o e  G re e n

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t y e  D a v is  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v id  F i n k e ls t e i n

C h a i rm a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  P o r t e r



. A l a s k a  j i t a t e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

J i u u s t '  o f J tR c p n 's i 'n ta tit ie s  strt*capitoi,Room 120
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

J a n u a ry  1 7 , 1 9 9 6

T h e  H o u s e  J u d ic i a r y  C o m m it t e e  h e r e b y  r e c o m m e n d s  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e
r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  J o s e p h  D o n o h u e  as a 
L e g i s la t i v e  E th ic s  c o m m e n c in g  J a n u a ry

p u b lic  m em b e r 
I ,  1 9 9 6 .

to  th e  S e le c t  C o m m it te e  o n

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a i l  T o o h e y R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o n  B u n d e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l V c z e y R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J o e  G re e n

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B c t t y c  D a v i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e D a v id  F i n k e ls t e i n

C h a i r m a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  P o r t e r
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“not guilty" of ethics vio­
lations. The newsletter 
said last March that two 
ethics complaints against, 
him had been dropped 
while a third “was investi­
gated without finding 
wrongdoing."

Margie Mac Neille, com­
mittee chairwoman, said 
the panel had closed Sand­
ers' case and could not 
bring it up again.
"We’re not in a position 

to reopen it or initiate a 
new complaint.”
Sanders said he would 

not comment Tuesday. 
Mulder said he considered 
the matter over.

“They accepted the cor­
rective action, that chap­
ter's closed,” Mulder said. 
“They found probable 
cause that m y  wife used 
the telephone.”

Mulder said he consid­
ered the ethics finding a 
vindication. In his news 
release last September, 
Mulder said there were no 
meaningful violations and 
that the committee had 
found "no basis for the 
personal allegations.”

On Tuesday, the ethics 
committee agreed to pro­
pose several amendments 
to the ethics law, including 
getting tougher on law­
makers and staff who do 
not comply with commis­
sion opinions.

ANNE RAUP / Anettxago Daly Newt
Rep. Cynthia Toohey makes a point during a meeting Tuesday of the Select Committee on 
Legislative Ethics as Sen. Jim Duncan listens.

T O O H E Y :  S u g g e s t i o n  p r o v e s  u n p o p u l a r

! Continued from Page B-1

N o w  the citizen majority is 
7-to-2.

" W e  are literally unba­
lancing the very careful 
balance that was put in 
originally,” Toohey told 
the committee.

But she wouldn’t give 
any examples of the ethics 
subcommittees running in­
to the problem.

Skeptics on the commit­
tee pointed out that a m a ­
jor goal of a n e w  ethics law 
passed four years ago was

1 U 1

to put citizens in charge of 
the process. Also, they not­
ed, the law already re­
quires political balance 
a m o n g  the five citizen 
members, providing that 
no more than two can be 
from the same party.

"It might be more fair, 
3-to-2. I don’t know," said 
Senate President Drue 
Pearce, R-Anchorage, an­
other legislator on the Se­
lect Committee. “ But I 
think what w e  have n o w  is 
working fine."

Toohey raised the pro-

r - i  r  S M .  » V —

posal to see if the Select 
Committee would recom­
mend that the Legislature 
change the ethics law. 
When there was no sign of 
support from the rest of 
the committee, she 
dropped the idea without 
even making a motion.

"This is just something I 
brought up to see if any­
body agreed with me," 
Toohey said in an inter­
view after the meeting. 
"Obviously, nobody did 
and that’s fine.”

C o m p u t e r s  t o p  

$ 9 0 - m i ! l i o n  b o r
By PETER S. GOODMAN
Daily N ew s repo rte r

The Anchorage Assem­
bly on Tuesday got its first 
look at a list of projects 
the school district hopes to 
pay for with $90 million in 
bond issues.

The projects include two 
new school buildings and 
the purchase of more than 
6,000 computers.

The Assembly must ap­
prove the Anchorage 
School District’s list before 
the bond issues go on the 
ballot. If the Assembly 
goes along, voters will be 
asked to approve six dif­
ferent bond issues when 
they go to the polls on 
April 16.

Of the $90 million total, 
about $66 million to $69 
million would come from 
new bond issues. Voters 
would be asked to allocate 
the balance from money 
left over from previous 
bond sales.

The Assembly intro­
duced the list of projects 
with little discussion. It set 
Feb. 6 as the date for a 
public hearing on whether 
to put the issues on the 
ballot.

According to the city’s 
budget office, property 
taxes on a $100,000 home 
would increase by $87.40 if 
the bond issues are ap­
proved.
The biggest item on the 

school district’s list is $35 
million to purchase new 
computers, upgrade the 
district’s 3,450 computers 
and link the machines to 
the Internet. The district 
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Members of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics meet Tuesday morning in the Alaska State Capitol in

E t h i c s  p a n e l  m a y  a s k  f o r  c h a n g e s  i n
By DIRK MILLER
The Associated Press

JUNEAU — The state Legislature’s 
ethics panel says it does not have the 
power to punish lawmakers who do not 
comply or tell the whole story on sanc­
tions levied by the p^nel.

"We have no authority to continue a 
media war with a legislator,” said Joe 
Donahue, a member of the Select Com­
mittee on Legislative Ethics.

As a remedy, the ethics committee 
may propose a change in state law that 
would give the House or Senate a chance 
to further review any cases.

The changes were prompted in part by 
two cases, one involving Rep. Jerry 
Sanders and and the other involving 
Rep. Eldon 7vlulder. The ethics panel

agreed Tuesday tha t 
the Anchorage Re­
publicans had com­
pleted corrective ac­
tions, but members 
say the two la ter 
m isrep resen ted  the 
panel’s findings in a 
n e w s le tte r  and a

press release.
The ethics panel last year found prob­

able cause that Mulder allowed his wife, 
a lobbyist, to use his office phone for a 
private purpose. Wendy Mulder also 
worked as a volunteer in the office, the 
panel said.

The committee asked Mulder to a r­
range for ethics training for any volun­
teer who served more than  four hours

annually in his office ; 
policy restricting non-le; 
state telephones and fax 

In Sanders’ case, tlv 
mined there was prob?1 
law m aker had allowed a 
ployee to seek busines 
p rin t shop.

Last February the par. 
ers to w rite a le tte r of ap 
edging the violation and 
stop the practice. The c 
asked tha t Sanders ke 
items for his p rin t slv 
legislative offices.

But Sanders announcer 
uent new sletter th a t he h

Please see F

Committee cool to idea of reducing citizen ove
By STAN JONES
Daily News reporter

Rep. C ynth ia  Toohey’s 
plan to w ater down citizen 
oversight of ethics complaints 
against legislators got no re­
spect on Tuesday when she 
ran it by the committee in 
charge of the process.

Toohey’s fellow committee 
members didn’t agree with 
her claim that there are too 
many citizens, unfairly tip­
ping the process against legis­
lators and creating a risk that

party politics could contam i­
nate ethics rulings when a 
legislator is accused of un­
scrupulous behavior.

“I kind of resent tha t com­
m ent,” said Edith  V order­
strasse of Barrow, a citizen 
member of the Select Com­
m ittee on Legislative Ethics. 
“ I base my decision on what I 
have heard. . . .  I t’s not based 
on what affiliation you are.”

"I take exception,” said 
Shirley McCoy of Juneau, an­
o th er citizen m em ber. " I

don’t th ink  i t ’s been a prob­
lem in the three years I ’ve 
been on the com m ittee."

Toohey’s argum ent has to 
do w ith the fact th a t the 
nine-member Select Commit­
tee breaks into two seven- 
m em ber subcom m ittees to 
deal w ith complaints against 
legislators, one subcommittee 
for the state Senate and one 
for the House.

The Select Committee has 
five citizen members and four 
legislators, one of whom is

Toohey. The *• 
each have the 
zen members ai. 
tors.

Toohey, an A 
publican, think 
citizens should 
removed from 
m ittees if two 1< 
That would si 
zens in the mil 
subcommittees, 
jority  would bPlease see p
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i c s  panel

agreed Tuesday tha t 
the Anchorage Re­
publicans had com­
pleted corrective ac­
tions, but members 
say the two later 
m isrepresented the 
panel’s findings in a 
n ew sle tte r and a 

press release.
The ethics panel last year found prob­

able cause that Mulder allowed his wife, 
a lobbyist, to use his office phone for a 
private purpose. Wendy Mulder also 
worked as a volunteer in the office, the 
panel said.

The committee asked Mulder to ar­
range for ethics training for any volun­
teer who served more than four hours

annually in his office and establish a 
policy restricting non-legislative use of 
state telephones and fax machines.

In Sanders’ case, the panel deter­
mined there was probable cause that the 
lawm aker had allowed a legislative em­
ployee to seek business for Sanders’ 
print shop.

Last February the panel asked Sand­
ers to write a letter of apology acknowl­
edging the violation and to promise to 
stop the practice. The committee also 
asked that Sanders keep advertising 
items for his prin t shop out of his 
legislative offices.

But Sanders announced in his constit­
uent newsletter that he had been found

Please see Page B-2, ETHICS

ool to idea of reducing citizen oversight
party politics could contami­
nate ethics rulings when a 
legislator is accused of un­
scrupulous behavior.

"I kind of resent tha t com­
m ent," said Edith V order­
strasse of Barrow, a citizen 
member of the Select Com­
mittee on Legislative Ethics. 
"I base my decision on what I 
have heard. . . .  I t’s not based 
on what affiliation you are.”

"I take exception,” said 
Shirley McCoy of Juneau, an­
other citizen m em ber. “ I

don’t think it's  been a prob­
lem in the three years I've 
been on the committee."

Toohey’s argument has to 
do with the fact that the 
nine-member Select Commit­
tee breaks 'nto two seven- 
m em ber subcom m ittees to 
deal w ith complaints against 
legislators, one subcommittee 
for the state Senate and one 
for the House.

The Select Committee has 
five citizen members and four 
legislators, one of whom is

Toohey. The subcommittees 
each have the same five citi­
zen members and two legisla­
tors.

Toohey, an Anchorage Re­
publican, thinks two of the 
citizens should have to be 
removed from the subcom­
mittees if two legislators are. 
That would still leave citi­
zens in the m ajority on the 
subcommittees, but the ma­
jority would be only 3-to-2.

Please see Page B-2, TOOHEY
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