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SENATE B ILL NO. 62 BIRTH CERTIFICATES FOR CERTAIN ADOPTEES

"An Act relating to birth certificates for certain foreign bom persons who are adopted."
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Senate  B i l l 62

"An Act relating to birth certificates fo r  certain foreign born persons who 
are adopted."

The purpose o f this b ill is to a llow  foreign-born adoptees who are now 
over the age o f  18 to obtain a birth certificate.

Current law a llow s foreign-born adoptees to have a birth certificate i f  they 
are under the age o f  18 when they apply. However, when this law was
passed in 1982 , there was no retroactive provision included to a llow  those
persons who were already over the age o f  18 at that time to obtain a birth 
certificate. This small group o f A laskans is thereby excluded from  
obtaining a birth certificate, while a ll other adopted ch ild ren , fo reign or 
domestic born, can have one by applying before age 18. These individuals 
are confronted with d ifficu lties and delays when trave ling o r applying fo r 
various programs. They should not be deprived o f  a birth certificate 
sim p ly because they are now too old to apply.

This b ill would remove from  statute 1 8 .5 0 .2 1 1 (b ) which states that a birth
certificate may not be issued i f  the adopted person fo r whom the 
certificate is intended is 18 or more years o f  age when the request fo r the 
certificate is made.

Approxim ate ly h a lf o f  the other states issue birth certificates to foreign 
bom adoptees, A laska being one o f the first to begin the practice.
However, A laska may be the on ly state to have an age restriction. Because
federa l law prohibits a person over the age o f  16 from  being adopted, the 
rem ova l o f this section does not a llow  adults to be adopted and then obtain 
a birth certificate. It simply a llow s those who were adopted as ch ildren ,
but are now over age 18, to be able to obtain a birth certificate.
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L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  A g e n c y

Phone: (907 ) 465-3991 
Fax: (907 ) 463-3351

130 Seward Street, Suite 218
Juneau. Alaska 99801-2196Alaska State Legislature

February 8, 1995

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Lyda Green

FROM: Maureen Weeks
Legislative Analyst

RE: Birth Certificates to Foreign Born Adoptees
Research Request 95.105

You ask whether any state besides Alaska issues birth certificates to adopted persons bom in other 
countries. The answer is that at least half the states, including Alaska, issue such birth certificates. 
Alaska is perhaps the only state which will not issue these certificates to foreign-born people older 
than 18.

George Gay, the chief o f Registration Methods Branch o f the Division o f Vital Statistics in the 
National Center for Health Statistics (Phone: 301/436-8815), reports that at least half the states issue 
birth certificates to foreign-bom people adopted by parents who reside in the state. Alaska may have 
been the first state to do so. Although Alaska is not alone in issuing such birth certificates, our state 
is certainly "unusual" in restricting certificates to foreign-borr; persons who are younger than 18, Mr. 
Gay says. He speculates the language may be an imitation o f federal language which does not allow 
officials to issue copies o f some documents after a foreign-bom person is 18.

Birth certificates to foreign-bom adoptees are "aesthetic" but have little practical value, according 
to Mr. Gay. They can be used to establish a child's age when it is time to enter school, but they 
cannot be used to obtain passports or for other official business, Mr. Gay says. Certificates issued 
years after birth violate the basic principle o f vital statistics registration, which is to register births and 
deaths when they occur and where they occur, he says.

I  hope this information is usefiil to you. I f  you have any further questions please don't hesitate to call 
me.

BACKUP INFORMATION
_____________________________________ FEB 0 9 m
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§ 18.50.211 • • Alaska Statutes § 18.50.211

infonnation is a-prerequisite to the issuance of a final decree in the 
m a tte r . '- -  .

(c) Whenever an adoption decree is amended or vacated, the court 
shall prepare a report on a form prescribed and furnished by the bu­
reau. The report m ust include the facts’necessary to identify the origi­
nal adoption report and the facts amended in the adoption decree 
necessary to properly amend the original report, or the new certificate 
of birth if already established.

(d) Before the 11th day of each calendar month, the court shall 
forward to the bureau reports of decrees of adoption, including those 
vacated or amended, that were entered in the preceding month, to­
gether with the related reports the bureau requires.

(e) When the bureau receives a report of an adoption, or vacation or 
amendment of an adoption from a court for a person bom in the 
United States but outside the state, a copy shall be made for the 
bureau's fiies and the original shall be forwarded to the appropriate 
registration authority in the state of birth. (§ 17 ch 118 SLA 1960: am 
§§ 1. 2 ch 76 SLA 1P82)

Sec. 18.50.211. Certificate of birth for foreign-born adopted 
person, (a) Subject to the limitation in (b) of this section, the state 
registrar shail issue a certificate of birth for a person bora outside the 
United States whose adoptive parents are residents of the state at the 
time of the aaoption. upon request by the adopted person, or by the 
adopted person s adoptive paren: or guardian that the certificate be 
made, and upon receipt of an adoption report as provided in AS 
18.50.210 together with 

0 e information necessary to identify the original certificate of 
ir

v. xf there is no original certificate of birth, the findings of the 
court under AS 25.23.175. unless the adoption proceeding is com­
menced before August 31, 1982. in which case an affidavit of an adop­
tive parent setting out the true or prooable date and place of birth and 
parentage of the adopted person must accompany the adoption report.

Cd': The state registrar may not issue a certificate of birth under this 
section if the adopted person for whom the certificate is intended is IS 
or more years of age at the time the request for the certificate is made.

(c) A certificate of birth issued under this section shall be in a form 
prescribed by the state registrar and shall state that it is not evidence 
of United States citizenship.

(d) Upon proof of naturalization an amended certificate of birth 
shall be issued under this section that deletes the statem ent that the 
certificate is not evidence of United States citizenshiD. (§ 3 ch 76 SLA 
1982)

AS  1 8 . 5 0 , 2 1 1



P a lmen ,  A la s k a  
Han.ua/Lij 7 , 7 9 95

I n e t  p e c i L u l l y  n e g u e t i  youn h e l p  in g e t t i n g  a B i n t h  C e n t i L i c a t e  Lon 
my to n  B/i ian ,  age. 34.

■ 7 g h u t  l a n d  Ralph, and I ad o p ted  Bn tan Leon iionea when he wat 3 h y e a n t  oL 
age .  iJhen h ip  A d o p t io n  and M a tu na  l i z a t  ion  p a p e n t  wene f i n a l i z e d ,  I 
a t t u n e d  t h e  n e x t  t t e p  wat a (Linth c e n t  if. i c a t e .

I wat t h o c k e d  t o  L ind  t h a t  o u e n - t e a t  a d o p ted  c h i I d n e n  wene n e t  a l lo w e d  
l i n t h  c e n t  iL . ic .a te t  in A l a t k a !  I Lough t  hand Lon y e a n t  t o  make i t  p o t t  i l l e  
Lon t u c h  a d o p t e e t  t o  n e c e iu e  l i n t h  c e n t i L i c a t e t .

I wat t o  t h a n k L u l  t h e  l e g i t l a t i o n  wat e n a c t e d ,  ( I  t t i l l  a n ! ) ,  t h en
d i tm a y e d  t o  L in d  i t  wat n o t  n e t n o a c t i u e .  Bnian wat ouen 73 l y  t h a i  t i n e ,
and and wat n o t  e l i g  i l l e .

Bnian i t  a ueny n e t  po n t  i l l e  A la t k a n  c i t i z e n , a t e l L - c m p  lo ye d  mechanic  
and i n u c k e n .  Tie h a t  l e e n  io ld w h e n  t t o p p e d  a t  t h e  Bonden, t h a t  i t  would
l e  h e l p L u l  t o  haue a l i n t h  c e n t i L i c a t e  w i t h  him.

I haue l e e n  t o l d  t h e  only  way Lon him i o  t e c u n e  a l i n t h  c e n t i L i c a t e  i t  l y  
t h e  leg  i t  l a t u n e  p a t t i n g  a t p e c i a l  l i l l  g l u i n g  him one ,  t h e  l i l l  l e i n g  
tpon tened .  l y  h i t  l o c a l  l e g i t l a i o n t .

In  t h e  p a t i  I have  n o t  l e e n  a l l e  t o  p e n tu a d e  oun l e g i t l a i o n t  i o  do i h i t .
I am a t k i n g  you t o  p l e a t e  c o n t i d e n  i h i t  n e g u e t t .  I t  would l e  a wondenLul
g i L t  Lon h i t  3 5 th  l i n t h d a y !

7hank  you Lon l i t i e n i n g , and I do w i th  you each a ueny  t u c c e t t L u - l  l e g i t - 
l a t i u e  y e a n .

S i n c e n e l y ,

Maxine D e V i l l i t t
H.C04 - 93 OZ
Palmen, A l a t k a  99645
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