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A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

S e n a t o r  R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r

Sponsor Statement 

SENATE BILL 39

Before the House HES Committee 
April 4, 1995

Senate Bill 39 was introduced at the suggestion of Kathleen 
Niles, admissions clerk at the University of Alaska Southeast- 
Sitka. The bill would modify the eligibility requirements of the 
Alaska State Troopers Michael Murphy Scholarship program to 
include certif icate programs.

The wording of AS14.43.300 currently limits the awarding of 
Murphy scholarship loans to students who pursue a d e g r e e  
program in law enforcement, law, probation and parole, 
penology or closely related fie lds. The language prevents  
students in c e r t i f ic a te  programs, such as the Law Enforcement 
C ert i f ica te  Program offered  at the S itka  cam pus,  from 
e l i g i b i l i t y .

The scho larsh ip  revo lv ing  loan fund es tab l ish ed  by the 
Legislature includes a provision allowing forgiveness of one- 
fifth of the loan indebtedness for each one year period of full 
time employment in law enforcement in Alaska. Department of 
Labor stat is t ics  show that 63 percent of Sitka program  
g radu a tes  are curren t ly  em ployed in the state  as law 
enforcement personnel.

The bill carries a zero fiscal note and received unanimous "do 
pass" recom m en d at ion s  from both the HES and Finance  
committees last year before receiving a unanimous vote of the 
full Senate.

SB 39 will potential ly  benefit  Alaska students attending an 
Alaska school with an eye toward employment in Alaska.

DismctA S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N
H v d c r  •  Ketchikan •  K u p r e a n o t  •  Meters Chuck •  P e te rs b u rg  •  Sax
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 
CSSB 36(Ht£SS)-WINN BRINDLE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP LOANS

SENATOR FRED F. ZHAROFF

CS SB 36(HESS), "An Act relating to interest on and repayment of A. W. Brindle 
memorial scholarship loans; and providing for an effective date" was introduced at the 
recommendation of Alec Brindle of Wards Cove Packing Company. The intent of this 
bill is to make the A. W. Brindle memorial scholarship loan program more attractive to 
students seeking post secondary degrees. The Brindle program may be used by 
students statewide-not just those who reside in fishing communities as some have 
perceived-*who are interested in seeking degrees in fisheries, fishery sciences, fishery 
management, seafood processing, food technology or other closely related fields.

The program is funded by contributions from the fish processing industry. Fisheries 
businesses are entitled to a tax credit of not more than five percent of their fish tax 
liability for contributions made during the year to the A. W. Brindle scholarship account.

According to the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, the Brindle 
program is currently being underutilized by students. Although over $1.8 million has 
been contributed to the program by the industry since 1987, a balance of 
approximately $1.4 million remains in the fund. My hope is that by allowing a 
forgiveness provision similar to that of the old student loan program and by fixing a low 
interest rate (5%), more students will take advantage of the A. W. Brindle memorial 
scholarship loan program and seek degrees in fisheries related fields.

SPONSOR STATEMENT ( A P P L I E S  TO SECTIONS 3 - 5



&  U niversity  o f A laska S outheast
J u n e a u  • K e t c h i l n n  S i lic a

MAR 9 Reco

March 5, 1993

The Honorable Robin Taylor
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Taylor:

I am the Admissions Clerk at the University of Alaska Southeast in 
Sitka and am in charge of the recruitment process for the Law 
Enforcement Certificate Program. The University of Alaska Foundation's 
Alaska State Troopers: Michael Murphy Scholarship was recently brought 
to my attention as potentially being available for students applying for 
this program.

I spoke with the contact person for the scholarship, Lieutenant Robin 
Lown of Juneau. He felt that it would be a good idea if this scholarship 
was made available to Certificate students, but advised me to contact the 
Postsecondaiy Commission for restrictions. I spoke with Linda Avery 
from the Commission; she felt that the scholarship was probably for four- 
year degree program students, but that an application from a certificate 
student had never been submitted as a test case.

I would like to promote the eligibility of the Law Enforcement Certificate 
Program for the Alaska State Troopers: Michael Murphy Scholarship. 
The limitations as currently stated in Sec 14.43.300 are "...a Michael 
Murphy memorial scholarship loan may be used only to pursue a degree 
program in an accredited college or university in law enforcement, law, 
probation and parole, or penology, or closely related fields."

B A C K G R O U N D 1332 S«wart AwrxM • SWouAJuk* 99835-MM • (907)T47-«S3 • FAX: 747-3562



S e n a t o r  T a y l o r
P a g e  2

This scholarship is a revolving loan fund, the recipient receiving 
forgiveness of one-fifth of loan indebtedness for each one-year period of 
full-time employment in Alaska in law-enforcement or related field. The 
enclosed brochure states that recent Alaska Labor Department statistics 
show that 63 percent of the Law Enforcement Certificate Program 
graduates are currently employed in Alaska as law enforcement 
personnel and this percentage does not include those working for the 
federal government or outside of Alaska.

This is an expensive program. The cost for the 17 week program for Fall 
1992 was over $5000; for the 11 week program, a student could expect to 
spend close to $3750. As an employee who hears the moans and groans 
from those who want to enter the Law Enforcement field and are trying 
to finance this program, the possibility of scholarship help would be very 
encouraging. I would appreciate your consideration of this matter and 
thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Niles 
Admissions

enclosures



M I C H A E L  M U R P H Y  M E M O R I A L  S C H O L A R S H I P  L O A N  F O N DThe Alaska State Legislature has established the Michael Murphy Scholarship Loan Fund for oligible Alaska residents. This scholarship loan is funded by private donations and by voluntary contributions from state employees who may contribute one or more days of annual leave to the fund. The Department of Administration credits the memorial with funds equal to the value of the donated leave and furnishes the employee with a statement reflecting the value of the donation. The statement may be used for income tax purpose*.Funds of up to $1,000 per year are available for undergraduates and graduates who are full-time students pursuing a degree program at an accredited college or university in law enforcement, law, probation and parole, penology, or closely related fields. The loans are non-interest-bearing and, upon degree completion, tha scholarship loan recipient shall receive forgiveness of 20 percent of total loan indebtedness for each one year period he or she is employed full-time in Alaska law enforcement or related fields.Applications must be submitted by April 1 for fell enrollment For further information and applications interested students should contact: lieutenant Robin Lown Alaska State Troopers ATTN: Michael Murphy Scholarship Fund 2760 Sherwood Lane Juneau, AK 92801 (907) 789-2161



Detective D aw n  Augustus, C la ss  o f  1985
□  ADMISSIONS
Enrollment is lim ited lo thirty persons; applications 
arc processed on a first-come, first-served basis. Appli­
cants to the 17 week University Certificate Program 
must submit a high school transcript showing graduation 
or passing GED scores. A ll participants are required to 
meet admission requirements o f the Alaska Public 
Safety Academy which include a thorough background 
check, a valid driver's license, and minimum physical 
requirements. There is no minimum age requirement but 
applicants are advised of the age 21 minimum hiring 
standard of law enforcement agencies.

A ll application materials, including requests for housing 
and financial aids, arc handled through the University o f 
Alaska Soudicast, Sitka Campus. For an application 
packet or additional information write or call: 

ADMISSIONS .AND RECORDS 
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA SOUTHEAST, 

SITKA CAMPUS 
1332 SEWARD AVENUE 

SITKA, AK  99835 
907-747-6653

Notice u l Nondiscrimination
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O f f ic e r  J e f f  Johnson , C la ss  o f  1988

University o f Alaska Southeast 
and Alaska Public Safety Academy



C o u r s e  D e sc r ip tio n s  
| W e e k  1-6 (O p t ion a l ) |

Wriltcn Communication for Law Enforcement 
Completes the requirements of college-level composition, 
with basic writing exercise and classroom discussion based 
on the particular demands of the law enforcement profes­
sion.

Oral Communication 
for Law Enforcement

The unique communication situations faced by law 
enforcement officers arc covered, including interpersonal, 
small group, and public communication skills.

Week 7-17 (Required)
Criminal Investigation

Course covers physical evidence and crime scene investi­
gation, drug identification and case procedures, arson, sex 
crimes, fingerprinting, and investigation practices.

Criminal Justice
Specific instruction is provided in the organization, 
jurisdiction, and role of the Alaska Criminal Justice 
System, the District Attorney’s office and the Public 
Defender’s office. The special role of juveniles is included.

Physical Training 
Course covers physical conditioning, physical mcdiods of 
arrest, baton, and cold water survival.

Police Procedures
Course covers a variety of disciplines including report 
writing, interviews and interrogation techniques, rules of 
evidence, substantive taw, shooting, security checks, 
domestic disputes, and related topics.

Procedural Law
A statutory law course covers individual rights, constitu­
tional safeguards, evidence. Constitutional issues such as 
search and seizure, 5lh amendment and 14th amendment 
arc studied.

T ra ffic  Law Enforcement 
Com so covers preparation of D.W.I. Enforcement, 
dunking drivers and driving, the D.W.I. Statute, issues and 
ilclcnscs. pli.mu.n ology and toxicology, theory and 
<>|' i.nit<n ul the niioM iiii'ler. i n iiilioom  testimony, and 
i ,< |iu p.ii.iiiu ii A n  idem niw'-.luMiioii ii i limi|iies and
|l I I i i |i i i -  IK  llli llld-’d

*e si&uafe

Alaska Public Safely Academy, Sitka, Alaska
□ THE PROGRAM...The Law Enforcement Program is a scvcntecn-wcck program offered cooperatively by the University 
of Alaska and the Alaska Public Safety Academy. The training is accredited by die University jnd meets training require­
ments of the Alaska Police Standards Council and the National Park Service for seasonal rang:rs.

□ EMPLOYABILlTY...Whcn you have successfully completed the Law Enforcement Prog jm, you will be qualified to seek 
employment in a wide variety of law enforcement settings—municipal and village police departments, the
National Park Service, and various other public and private agencies both in Alaska and clrcwhere. Although employment is 
not guaranteed by the program, 63 percent of our graduates are currently working in Alaska as law enforcement personnel. 
Additional numbers have found professional employment outside Alaska and with Federal agencies.

O TRAINING OPTIONS...TIic scveniecn-wcck program is divided into a six week and an eleven week segment. During the 
first six weeks you will complete training in written & oral communications for law enforcement officers. During die final 
eleven weeks you will complete criminal justice classes and physical training.

You may choose to attend eidier die full 17-wcck program or to attend only the final 11-wcck segment. Successful completion 
of either program meets requirements of die National Park Service and Alaska Police Standards Council. The University of 
Alaska Southeast Law Enforcement Certificate is awarded only to those who complete the 17-wcck program with passing 
grades in all classes and a minimum overall grade point average of 2.0. The full 17-wcck program is essential to the overall 
success of many students who need preparation in communications, computer, and study skills, as well as a 'head start’ on 
physical conditioning.
H  IIOUSING...Comfortable housing and a meal plan arc provided at the Alaska Public Safety Academy in Sitka, Residency 
at tin* Academy is optional during, the lits l six weeks Imi mandatory lor all participants during the linnl eleven weeks

•Student•> vlm have s.m .(at lu tily completed college English and speech may request transfer of credit rather than attending


