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There is no d irect fin anc ia l im pact to the State D epartm en t o f  Education o r the system  o f  pub lic  schoo ls , as a resu lt 
o f  this re so lu tio n , that does not a lre ad y  ex ist. The departm ent has co llected some data re la ted  to students who do 
not attend pub lic  schoo ls  and can p rov id e  som e ana lysis o f  the potentia l long range im pacts shou ld  the am endment 
rece ive vo te r app rova l. G e n e ra lly , the state system  o f  pub lic schoo ls exempts private and re lig iou s schoo ls  from  
statu tory and regu la to ry  c on tro l as w e ll as from  state aid.

I f  cu rren t statutes o r regu la tion s are interpreted o r amended to p rov ide fund ing fo r  p rivate schoo l students s im ila r 
to that p rov ided  to pub lic sch oo ls , then the im pact can be approxim ated based on the cu rren t reporting  o f  private 
schoo l students w ithin each ex isting sch oo l d istric t. U t iliz in g  current district average d a ily  m em bersh ip counts per 
in struc tiona l unit generated by the ind iv idu a l d istric t, it is estimated that add itiona l foundation  support o f  
5 2 1 ,0 0 1 ,6 2 9  m ay be requ ired  (S ch edu le  A ttached ). A dd itiona l costs may be incurred re la ted  to support services 
such as, pup il transportation  and schoo l construc tion .
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Interim:
119 N. Cushman 

Suilc 211 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

907-456-5081

S om e  p riva te  schoo ls  have received funds from  their respective public schoo l districts fo r  
p u p il transporta tion .

T w o  yea rs ago the K ena i Pen insu la B o ro u g h  requested a rou te  extension, to se rve a non 
pub lic  schoo l. T he  D epartm en t o f  Education  w ou ld  not a llow  this extension. D O E  cited 
tw o  c ou it cases; M atthew s vs. Q u in ton , ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  She ldon Jackson vs. the State o f  A laska  
( 1 9 7 2 )  and tw o  A tto rn ey  Genera l's op in ions; R o n  Law rencson  (1 9 7 8 )  and A vrum  G ro ss  
( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  which stated that pub lic m oney cannot be spent fo r  the purposes o f  benefiting 
p riv a te  o r  re lig iou s schoo ls  o r  th ose  schoo ls  which are under sectarian con tro l. The 
Sup rem e C ou rt cited A rtic le  V I I ,  sec. 1. C onstitu tion  o f  the State o f  A laska , in these 
ru lin g s and the A tto rn ey  G enera l op in ions rea ffirm ed the cou rts decision.

A tto rn e y  C ha rlie  C o le  issued a ve rba l ru ling  which agreed w ith the D O E , p rev ious 
A tto rn e y  G enera l ru lings and cou rt cases.

T h e  ac tion precip itated transpo rta tion  fund ing being w ithdrawn from  M on roe  C ath o lic  
H igh  S ch oo l in Fairbanks.

M o n ro e  C a th o lic  H igh S ch oo l then sued the Fairbanks N o rth  S ta r B o ro u g h  Schoo l 
D is tric t. Judge R icha rd  Save li has issued an op in ion in the case uphold ing the pupil 
tran spo rta tion  cost com ing from  the schoo l d istrict budget.

T h e  A tto rn ey  Genera l's o ffic e  has stated that the A laska Suprem e C ou rt ve rba lly  stated 
that i f  this issue w ere to  be b rough t to their attention again, they may ru le  d iffe ren tly  than 
the ru lii g  that w as g iven in the ru ling  fo r  M atthew s vs. Quin ton . S o  far, a ll we have is this 
v e rb a l statement, the cou rt has not acted.

W e  have a statew ide p rob lem  that needs to  be addressed. I f  the A tto rney  G enera l 
op in ion s and past cou rt decisions are a llow ed  to  stand upon appeal, many students now  
attend ing p riva te  o r  re lig iou s schoo ls  m ay have to  leave these private schoo ls and re tu rn  to 
the pub lic schoo l system. Th is in flu x o f  ch ild ren w ill on ly  exacerbate the funding prob lem s 
that a lready exist in a tim e o f  decreasing state revenues.

P r iv a te  schoo ls  in the S tate o f  A laska  m ake a significant contribution to  quality education. 
T h is  a llow s the lim ited financia l resou rces availab le fo r  public education to  be spread 
am ong  few e r students. W e  cannot a ffo rd  to lo se  this va luab le resource.

T h e  essence o f  t his subject is w heiher we, as a leg islature , are going to  a llow  the cou rts to  
de te rm ine h ow  w e a lloca te  lim ited educationa l resou rces o r  i f  the peop le w ou ld  p re fe r that 
e lec ted  o ffic ia ls  determ ine h ow  education is funded. I  have submitted H JR -1 7  in an 
a ttem p t to  so lv e  this p rob lem . This bill seems to me, to  be a reasonab le so lu tion  to  a 
constan tly  occu rring  p rob lem .

W hile  in Session:
Slate Capitol liuilJing 

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 
907-465-3719
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