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H ouse  C oncu rren t R e so lu t io n  30  w as in tro d u ced  to send  a s tron g  m essage 
to students, p a ren ts a n d  schoo ls  tha t educa tion  and  sch oo l sa fe ty  a re  top  
p rio ritie s  w ith  the 19 th  L eg is la tu re . C h ild re n  are one o f  the state's m os t 
v a lu ab le  resou rces f o r  the fu tu re  econom ic and  soc ia l w e ll-b e in g  o f  o u r  
state. W e , as e lec ted  le ad e rs  h ave  the re sp on s ib ility  to  sa feg u a rd  th e ir 
fu tu re  to  the best o f  o u r  ab ility .

Education  sh ou ld  be the k e y  concern  o f  a p a ren t send ing  a ch ild  to schoo l, 
ye t the issue o f  sa fe ty  has su rp assed  th is concern . In  1940 , the m a jo r 
p rob lem s in  p ub lic  schoo ls  id en tified  b y  teachers w ere  ta lk in g  o u t o f  tu rn , 
chew ing gum , m ak in g  no ise  in  the c la ss room , ru n n in g  in  the h a lls , cu tting  
in  lin e , litte ring , and  d isob ey ing  the dress code. Educato rs n ow  con sid e r 
the top  p rob lem s to be assau lts b y  studen ts o n  teachers and  o th e r studen ts , 
w eapons in  schoo l, ra c ia l o r  ethn ic attacks, gang d is rup tion s , sh oo tin g s , 
kn ifings , and  d riv e -b y  shootings . W h ile  schoo ls  sh ou ld  be a sa fe  h aven  fo r  
le a rn ing , m any  s tuden ts are b u rd en ed  w ith  in tim id a tion  and  fe a r o f  
v io len ce .

Th is re so lu tion  d ec la re s tha t o u r  ch ild ren  h ave  a rig h t to be p ro v id e d  w ith  
a safe, o rd e r ly , an d  d ru g  free  en v ironm en t in  w h ich they can le a rn , and  
that they have a r ig h t to h igh  academ ic s tanda rd s in  o rd e r to p re p a re  them  
to m eet the cha llenges th ey  w i l l encoun te r in  the fu tu re . O u r  p re sen t 
system , p rog ram s , an d  a ttitudes need to be changed. The cond ition s  that 
a llow  students to  becom e d isen franch ised  need to be id en tified  and  
rew o rked . W ith  the coope ra tion  o f  p a ren ts , educato rs , and  e lected 
o ffic ia ls , w e can a l l w o rk  toge the r to p ro v id e  o u r ch ild ren  the q u a lity  they 
w i l l need and  educa tion  they deserve .
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12825 Lindsey Circle 
Anchorage, Alaska 99516 
March 17, 1996

Representative Joe Green 
State Capitol, Room 2A 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Green:

As a parent of two teenagers, I thank you for introducing House Concurrent 
Resolution No. HCR 30 relating to the rights of public school students. How 
unfortunate it is thr̂ t we must take steps to Insure the rights of our children in 
the public schools, but your resolution is indeed timely and necessary.

HCR 30 focuses on several areas that I have great concerns for: safe schools; 
clearly written, fair and consistent enforcement of discipline policies; the right 
for students to be treated by school staff members in the same manner tho staff 
members wish students to treat them; high academic standards; and teachers 
knowledgeable of the subject matter they teach.

I trust this resolution will pass from Committee without hesitation and look 
forward to seeing it pass in the House in the immediate future.

Please let me know if there is anything I can do to help.

Sincerely,

Marti Hugnes 
(345-8337)

S U P P O R T
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Advocates fo r Alaska'sYouth

March 13, 1996

Representative Joe Green 
State House District #10 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Green:

Thank you for sponsoring a House Resolution which speaks to the rights of 
Alaska's public school students.

The Association of Alaska School Boards (AASB) agrees with the tenets of this 
resolution. Education is a key component to teaching our children to be 
responsible members and positive forces in the Alaskan community and 
economy.

Today’s societal problems are being carried into our schools. Because jf this, 
AASB has established chlid advocacy as one of our top priorities. Our mission 
to promote parental, public, and social service commitment to the shared 
responsibility of educating all children empowers us to address issues that deal 
with the health and safety of Alaska’s children.

During the 1995 AASB Annual Conference our membership adopted several 
resolutions which recommend giving local boards the tools to reduce violence 
and keep our kids free of tobacco and other harmful and addictive drugs. We 
ask for the tools to provide our students a top quality education which will 
prepare them for the challenges of tomorrow. We ask for the tools that are 
necessary to build community wide support for the shared responsibility of 
educating all of Alaska's children.

AASB supports resolutions which guarantee our children the right to a "world 
class” education. Thank you for your commitment to the education and well­
being of Alaska's children.

Sincerely,

Carl F.N. Rose

 -



JOHN&KATHI GILLESPIE 907 343 3333 7*T0T

Kathleen Gillespie
2741 Seafarer Loop 

Anchorage, Alaska 99516
Phone 345-5335/FAX 345-9891To: The Members of the House HESS Committee Date: March 19,1996 RE; HCR 30I support the adoption of HCR 30 as a statement of support for the students in our schools. In many instances, the rights of students to an environment free of fear and intimidation and based on the respect of all members of the school community is not emphasized as it should be. There are a lot of good kids in our schools who need our support and our recognition of their rights to a quality education. I hope you will pass this resolution.



OFFERED IN THE HOUSE TO BY: Robinson, Brice

HCR 30

AMENDMENT #1

PageX  line 

Delete:
3

Insert: ;^nd''(l1l) the right to available resources to atttain a

physically and mentally healthy lifestyle.



1

2345
67
89

10

11

1 21314151617

9-LS1704\C

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 30(HES)IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKANINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY TH E HOUSE H EALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES CO M M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

S ponsors): REPRESENTATIVE GREENA RESOLUTIONRelating to rights of public school students.BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:WHEREAS the State of Alaska spends 2.6 times the national average on public education spending per capita; andWHEREAS education is a key component in teaching our children to be responsible, productive adults; andWHEREAS a well-educated workforce is necessary for the continued growth of Alaska’s economy; andWHEREAS Alaska students’ efforts to achieve academic excellence are increasingly hampered by, among other things, violent and chronically disruptive behavior in the classroom and on campus, a lack of funding directed to basic academics, and instructors who need more training and support;BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature declares that students in Alaska have the following rights:(1) the right to schools that are safe, orderly, and drug free;(2) the right to learn in schools that have clear discipline codes with fair and consistently enforced consequences for misbehavior;
-1- CSHCR 30(HES)



1 (3) the right to available resources to attain a physically and mentally healthy2 lifestyle;3 (4) the right to leam in schools that are free of violent and chronically4 disruptive behavior;5 (5) the right to be treated with courtesy and respect by teachers and staff;6 (6) the right to leam in classrooms that have clearly stated and rigorous7 academic standards;8 (7) the right to leam in well equipped schools that have the instructional9 materials needed to carry out a rigorous academic program;10 (8) the right to leam in schools where teachers know their subject matter and11 how to teach it;12 (9) the right to leam in schools and classrooms where high grades stand for13 high achievement and promotion is earned;14 (10) the right to leam in schools where getting a high school diploma means15 having the knowledge and skills essential for college or a good job; and16 (11) the right to be supported by parents, the community, public officials, and17 business in their efforts to uphold high standards of conduct and achievement.

CSHCR 30(HES)


