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CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 26( )

IN  T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K a  

N IN E T E E N T H  L E G ISL A T U R E  - SE C O N D  S E SSIO N

B Y
O ffered:Referred:
Sponsor/s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  IV A N

A RESOLUTION  

Relating to creation of the Public Inebriate Task Force.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

W HEREAS, with passage of the Federal Uniform Alcoholism and Intoxication

Treatment Act of 1971, the State of Alaska adopted the following policy: "that alcoholics and 

intoxicated persons should not be criminally prosecuted for their consumption o f alcoholic 

beverages and that they should be afforded a continuum of treatment that can introduce them 

to, and help them learn new life skills and social skulls that would be useful to them in 

attaining and maintaining normal lives as productive members of society": and

W HEREAS Title 47 of the Alaska Statutes requires that inebriates be taken to the

closest medical facility for screening before placing the inebriates in a public treatment facility 

or if none is available, in a city- or state-owned holding cell for a maximum of 12 hours or 

until their blood alcohol level is less than .10 and the costs of these medical screenings or the 

payment for the medical screenings have never been defined by AS 47; and

W HEREAS local medical facilities are directed to provide medical screening and 

medical treatment to intoxicated persons brought to them by public safety officials or 

emergency service personnel and can expect no remuneration for these services; and

W HEREAS community and state detention facilities, which are already overcrowded,-1- CSHCR 26( )
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must provide protective custody to persons who are taken into custody by community service 

patrols or public safety officials; and k

W HEREAS this federal artd state mandate has placed a significant burden on 

communities, especially those rural communities that do not have a continuum of treatment 

services available to effectively address this problem; and

W HEREAS this policy has created a public safety issue that results in an inordinate 

burden on local public safety officials to protect these individuals; and

W HEREAS, if this public safety issue is ignored, municipalities face significant legal 

liability issues;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State legislature establishes the Public Inebriate 

Task Force in order to develop and recommend to the legislature a plan for treatment and 

services for intoxicated persons and persons incapacitated by alcohol; and be it 

FU RTH ER RESOLVED that the task force shall

(1) evaluate federal law and state statutory and regulatory language relating to 

the protective custody provisions of AS 47;

(2) identify methods that may be implemented to minimize use of the 

protective custody provisions o f AS 47;

(3) identify methods that may be implemented to maximize opportunity for

treatment;

(4) determine costs to communities, public health facilities, and detention

facilities;

(5) determine other costs related to the protective custody provisions of AS 47;

(6) evaluate and determine methods to utilize community solutions;

(7) evaluate policy that will organize and allow state departments to work 

collaboratively to solve this problem; and be it

FU R TH ER  RESOLVED that the task force shall consist of 11 voting members as 

follows:

(1) one member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of

the House;

(2) one member of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate; and

(3) nine members appointed jointly by the Speaker o f the House and the
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President o f the Senate as follows:

(A) one member of the Advisory Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse;

(B) one member from the Department of Health and Social Services;

(C) two members nominated by the Alaska Municipal League;

(D) one member from the Department of Public Safety;
•0

(E) one member of the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority;

(F) one member from the Department of Corrections;

(G) one health provider representing community hospital administrators;

a n d

(H) one member from the Alaska Native Health Board; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall select a chair and vice-chair from

the members of the task force, shall meet as frequently as the task force determines necessary 

to perform its work, and may meet and vote by teleconference; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the conduct of the task force meetings shall be in 

sessions open to the public where all interested parties may provide information; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force may hire staff to carry out its duties; and

be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall report its findings and 

recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature by March 1, 1997; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force is terminated on March 1, 1997.
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  - H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T IO N  26

I i n t r o d u c e d  th is  r e s o lu t io n  b e c a u s e  o f  a g r o w in g  p r o b le m  in  A la s k a  th a t  w ill  
u n d o u b te d ly  n e e d  to  b e  a d d re s s e d  b y  fu tu re  leg is la tu re s .  T h e  re so lu t io n  es tab l ishes  
a ta sk  fo rce  to  d e v e lo p  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  to the  le g is la tu re  a p la n  for t r e a tm e n t  a n d  
s e rv ic e s  fo r  in to x ic a te d  p e r s o n s  a n d  p e r s o n s  in c a p a c i ta te d  b y  a lco h o l w h o  a re  
a ffected  b y  T itle  47.

U n d e r  AS 47.37.170, local po lice  take  in to  p ro tec tiv e  c u s to d y  a p e rs o n  w h o  a p p e a r s  to 
be  in to x ic a te d  a n d  in c a p a c i ta te d  in  a p u b l ic  p la c e  a n d  p la c e  th a t  p e r s o n  in  an  
a p p r o v e d  p u b l i c  t r e a tm e n t  o r  d e t e n t io n  facility . A  l ic e n se d  p h y s ic ia n  o r  o th e r  
q u a l if ie d  h e a l th  p ra c t i t io n e r  m u s t  th e n  ex a m in e  th e  in e b r ia te  as  so o n  as possib le .  If 
the  p e r s o n  is fo u n d  to b e  in c a p a c i ta te d  b y  alcohol, h e  o r  sh e  is d e ta in e d  for n o  m o re  
th a n  48 h o u r s  in  a h e a l th  fac il i ty  o r  for n o  m o r e  th a n  12 h o u r s  in  a d e te n t io n  
facility . T r e m e n d o u s  costs  acc ru e  to  m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  a n d  p u b l ic  h e a l th  facilities d u e  
to th is  p ro g ra m .

H o w e v e r ,  th e  costs, all a ffec ted  p ro g ra m s  a n d  o th e r  a sp ec ts  o f  the  Title 47 e q u a t io n  
a re  u n k n o w n  o r  s k e tc h y  a t  best. T h a t  is w h y  I b e l iev e  it is n ecessa ry  to fo rm  a ta sk  
fo rce  a n d  lo o k  in to  th is  p r o b le m  f ro m  all a n g le s .  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  l i s te d  as 
p a r t i c ip a n t s  h a v e  a v e s te d  in te re s t  in  f in d in g  a re s o lu t io n  a n d  I b e l ie v e  w il l  be  
in s t r u m e n ta l  in  ta ck lin g  th is  p ro b lem .
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ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A
1 99 0  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

NO .
BILL V E R S IO N : 
PU B L IS H  D A TE:

H C R 2 6

D e p a r tm e n t A ffec ted : L eg isla tiv e  A ffairs A g e n c y  
B R U : C o u n c il & S u b c o m m itte e s

In e b ria te  T a sk  F o rc e . L eg is la tiv e  O p e ra tin g  B u d g e t
S p o n so r: R e p re s e n ta tiv e  Ivan C o m p o n e n t:
R e q u e s to r :  H o u se  H E S S

C ounc il & S u b c o m m itte e s  
L eg is la tiv e  O p e ra tin g  B u d g e t

C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O :

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s :  (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D ollars)
O P E R A T IN G FY  97 FY  98 FY 99 FYOO FY  01 FY  0 0 2
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S 4 2 .7 0 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 15 .0 0 0 0 0 0
C O N TR A C TU A L 5 .0 0 0 0 0 0

S U P P L IE S 0 0 0 0 0 0
E Q U IP M E N T 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , CLAIM S
M ISC E LL A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 6 2 .7 0 0 0 0 0

I C A P IT A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

R E V E N U E  FU N D  S O U R C E o 0 0 0 0 0

FU N D IN G : (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D ollars)
G E N E R A L  FU N D 6 2 .7 0 0 0 0 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  FU N D  S O U R C E
T O T A L 6 2 .7 0 0 0 0 0

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
PA R T-TIM E 1 0 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

E s tim a te  o f c u r re n t y e a r  im p a c t:

A N ALY SIS: (A ttach  a  s e p a r a te  p a g e  if n e c e s s a ry )

T h e  p ro p o se d  P u b lic  In eb ria te  T a s k  F o rc e  will d e v e lo p  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  to  th e  L eg is la tu re , by  M arch  1 ,1 9 9 7 ,  
a  p la n  fo r  tr e a tm e n t a n d  s e rv ic e s  fo r in to x ica ted  p e r s o n s  in c a p a c ita te d  by a lco h o l. It is  a n tic ip a te d  th a t  th e  T a sk  
F o rc e  will h ire  1 s ta f f  p e rso n  a n d  ho ld  a t le a s t 3  m e e tin g s .

P re p a r e d  By: K aria  S ch o fie ld , D e p u ty  D ir e c to r  
D ivision: A d m in is tra tiv e  S e r v ic e s

 P h o n e : 4 6 5 -3 8 5 2/y m V) D ate :

A p p ro v e d  By: P a m e la  A. V arni, E x e c u tiv e  D irec to r 
A g en cy : Leg is la tive  A ffa irs  A gency

D istribu tion  (by p re p a re r) : L eg . F in a n c e , L eg is la tiv e  S p o n s o r , R e q u e s to r ,  OM B, G o v . , & Im p a c te d  A g e n c y (ie s ) .
P a g e  1 o f 2



Continuation of Fiscal Note for HCR 26
Legislative Administrative Assistant Range 19A for 8.5 monthsPersonal Services

TravelIt is anticipated that the Task Force will have 3 meetings in Anchorage.Meetings will be teleconferenced. Som e travel will be necessary.Travel costs for Legislators will be absorbed within existing Legislative budgets.Travel costs for members of the Executive Branch will be absorbed within Department Budgets. Travel costs for the 8 members appointed under 3-c1f,h 1i j 1& k are anticipated to be 15.0.
ContractualPhones 2.5Postage 1.0Advertising  1̂ 5_5.0Cost of printing a report will be absorbed within existing budgets. Cost of office space will be absorbed within existing budgets.
Su p p liesCost o f supplies will be absorbed within existing budgets.
Equipm entCost of equipment will be absorbed within existing budgets.
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CHANGES TO CSHCR 26 
Draft 9-LS1666NC

The following changes are incorporated into or deleted from the original version of 
this resolution:

Page 1, Line 6. Language was added that mirrors that of House Bill 523: State Policy 
on Sobriety. The additional language comes after the word "treatment" and states 
"that can introduce them to, and help them learn new life skills and social skills 
that would be useful to them in attaining and maintaining normal lives as 
productive members of society."

Page 2, Line 28 and Line 30. Deleted one member from the Senate and one member 
from the House.

Page 2, Line 31. Instead of 13 members to be appointed by the Speaker of the House 
and the President of the Senate, the number of appointees now totals 9.

Page 3, Line 2. Deleted a member from the Division of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
and inserted a member from the Department of Health and Social Services. This 
change was requested by the department.

Page 3. To bring the task force membership to 11, besides the reduction to 2 
legislators, 4 at large members were eliminated. These include: 

one member of the Alaska Federation of Natives; 
one member of the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police; 
one village public safety officer; and 
one member representing practicing physicians.
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