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SPONSOR STATEMENT 

HOUSE BILL 93
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d u t y - f r e e  m e a l t i m e  f o r  t e a c h e r s  in  c e r t a i n

s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s . "

T h i s  bill  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  
B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  T h e  F a i r b a n k s  S c h o o l  
B o a r d  a n d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  b il l .

It w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  u n d e r l i n e d  p o r t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  1 4 . 2 0 . 0 9 7
w h i c h  r e a d s :  "D u ty - fre e  tim e . E a c h  b o d y  s h a ll  a llo w  its  te a c h e r s  in
s c h o o l  fa c il i t ie s  w ith  fo u r  o r  m o r e  t e a c h e r s  a d a i ly  d u ty - fr e e  
m e a ltim e  o f  a t le a s t  3 0  m in u te s  b e tw e e n  11 :00  a .m . a n d  1:00 p .m ." 
T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  d i r e c t l y  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  a b i l i t y  t o  
c r e a t e  s c h e d u l e s  t h a t  b e s t  s e r v e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a

s t u d e n t s .

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  t o  S e c t i o n  1 4 . 2 0 . 0 9 7  w o u l d  a l l o w  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  
c h a n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  c r e a t e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  f a c i l i t i e s .  
T e a c h e r s  w o u l d  s t i l l  h a v e  d a i l y  m i d - d a y  d u t y - f r e e  m e a l t i m e s ,  b u t  

e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  s t r i c t  1 1 : 0 0  - 1 : 0 0  t i m e  f r a m e  w o u l d  s i m p l y  a l l o w  
m o r e  f r e e d o m  in s c h e d u l i n g  c l a s s e s  a n d  b e l l  t i m e s ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  

m o r e  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  c o s t - e f f i c i e n c y  i n  m e e t i n g  s t u d e n t s '

e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s .

SPONSOR STATEMENT



§ 14.20.097 Alaska Statutes § 14.20.130
Sec. 14.20.097. Duty-free time. Each governing body shall allow 

its teachers in school facilities with four or more teachers a daily duty­
free mealtime of a t least 30 minutes between 11:00 a.m. and l:00'p.m. 
(§ 1 ch 11 SLA 1969)

Sec. 14.20.100. Unlawful to requ ire  statem ent of religious o r 
political affiliation. A school board, or a member of a school board, 
may not require or compel a person applying for the position of 
teacher in the public schools of the state to state a religious or political 
affiliation. (§ 37-5-1 AC LA 1949)

Collateral references. — Discrimina- of oath of allegiance or loyalty as applied
tion because of race, color, or creed in re- to college curators. 18 ALR2d 303.
6pect of appointment, duties, compensa- Dismissal or rejection of public school- 
tion, etc., of schoolteachers or other public teacher because of disloyalty. 27 ALR2d
officers or employees. 130 ALR 1512. 4 3 7 .

Validity of governmental requirement

Sec. 14.20.110. Penalty  for violation of AS 14.20.100. A person 
violating AS 14.20.100 is punishable by a fine of not more than $100. 
(§ 37-5-2 ACLA 1949)

Sec. 14.20.120. Statem ent of qualifications. A statement of the 
qualifications of each teacher and superintendent employed by the 
state or a school district shall be filed with the commissioner. The 
statement must contain the credits earned in college, normal school, 
or university, and the humber of ye?- of teaching experience both in 
the state and elsewhere in the fox .nd manner prescribed by the 
commissioner. (§ 37-6-5 ACLA 1949; am § 5 ch 179 SLA 1957; am 
§ 12 ch 46 SLA 1970)

Sec. 14.20.130. Employment of teachers and adm inistrators. 
An employer may, after January 1, issue contracts for the following 
school year to employees regularly qualified in accordance with the 
regulations of the department. The contract for a superintendent may 
be for more than one school year but may not exceed three consecutive 
school years. (§ 1 ch 92 SLA 1960; am § 14 ch 98 SLA 1966)

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Authority of school district to cm- schools held not to be nn offer of n
ploy teachers. — A school district has no contract. — See Spicer v. Anchorage
authority to employ teachers except as Indcp. Sch. Dist., 410 P.2d 995 (Alaska
prescribed by Btatute and regulation. 1966).
Spicer v. Anchorage Indep. Sch. Dist., 410 cited in Skagway City Sch. Bd. v. 
P.2d 995 (Alaska 1966). d qv;8i 5 4 3 Pi2d 218 (Alaska 1975).Letter from superintendent of

98
AS 1 4 . 2 0 . 0 9 7
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Representative Jeanette James 
Alaska State legislature 
MS 3100
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Representative James:
Thank you for responding to the Fairbanks School Board's request to Introduce HB93 
to repeal unnecessary restriction in law regarding strict duty-free mealtime's for 
teachers, The Fairbanks Soiiool Board ofBducotion and our District Administration 
strongly supports this bill.
Current law directly impaots our ability to create high school schedules that best serve 
the Interests o f students, With the repeal o f AS14.20.097 the Fairbanks Board o f 
Education and the District's Administration will gain needed flexibility in managing dally 
sohedules for our 15,700 students, resulting in a more efficient utilization o f our 
facilities.
As you know, it is the intent o f the District to ensure teachers o f a scheduled duty-free 
mealtime. We value our teaching staff and will continue to accommodate their needs in 
providing a positive work environment. HB93 is an important management tool and will 
allow us to adjust to ohanglng conditions.

Ill (M an, It, Col, 
Itlion Air Pww BiJ* 
oprwinWlr?
77*3259

BiU Burfows 
Vico President

otftfopiMI* Board o f Education
■«1 Watnvrrtjhl Armj Poll
mSSWI™ 001 Interior Dolegation

Rick CroBs, Superintendent
S m S L m * U m l “ AnderBOni Le8lsl»'lv« I*i“i*on
<ms\
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F a i r b a n k s  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o i m
2118 S. CUSHMAN 

FAJRBANKS. ALASKA 99701-6626 
(907)

PAX (907) <156-2159

February 2 7 ,1 9 9 6

Representative Cynthia Toohev and Representative Con Bunde 
House HESS Co-Chairs 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Cynthia i'oohcy and Representative Con Bunde ,

1 am writing you to urge you to do notpass HB 93. AS 14.20.097 has not been an issue 
in Fairbanks because the Fairbanks Education Association °nd the Fairbanks North St°r 
Borough School District have mutually agreed to address u lividual building concerns.

The Fairbanks Education Association has agreed with the Fairbanks North Star Borough 
School District that in some situations, lunches outside the 11:00- 1:00 window are 
appropriate. Teachers in the two schools where we have addressed the issue have the 
option of eating during a lunch period within the 1II :00-l :00 window or at a later lunch. 
Tliis latitude has allowed a diabetic teacher, who had to eat lunch to maintain her blood 
sugar level, to eat lunch within the current 11:00-l :00 window.

If AS 14.20.097 is amended as proposed in HB 93, "lunch" could occur at any time 
within the day. In this district lunch could be as early as 7:15 am or as late as 4:00pm. 
Our concern is that "lunch" should occur near midday.

Sincerely,

Syr/—
Bill Bjork, President 
Fairbanks Education Association

— ----------—  .— — . _
Fax Noie 7671 u» V / * 7  IAS.*w v k r v \ o v >  m , From

Co £ e ( \Phone# Phone i
F«* « “ '

77k  United Teaching Trofexdon 
"Helping Teachen Teach"



From : MCCOY CONSULTING SVC. PHONE No. : 00 Feb. 25 1596 7:08PM P02

R o d  M cC o y ,  T e a c h e r  
7 7 4 9  O ld  H a r b o r  Rd.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A k. 9 9 5 0 4  
F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 9 6

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s o r u  i t iv e n  
H e s s  C o m m i t t e e

R e g a r d in g :  HR 9 3  T e a c h e r  d u t y  f r e e  lu n c h

I m e t  w i th  HFRS s e c r e t a r y  L y n n e  S m i t h  d u r i n g  m y  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  J u n e a u .  
S h e  s h o w e d  m e  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  
s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  bill s a y in y  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  o f f e r  f o r  
a  d u t y  f r e e  m e a l t i m e  f o r  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  I h e  l e t t e r  m a d e  n o  in d i c a t io n  o f  
w h e t h e r  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  m e a l  w a s  b r e a k f a s t ,  lu n c h ,  o r  d in n e r .

I a m  s u r e  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  d i s t r i c t  h a s  t h e  b e s t  o f  i n t e n t i o n s .  H o w e v e r  w e  
c a n  n o t  r e m o v e  t h i s  p r o v i s io n .  It w o u ld  a l lo w  t h e  d u t y  f r e e  l u n c h  t i m e  t o  
b e  a b u s e d  a n d  m a k e  t h e  o r ig in a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
a n d  e m o t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  b e  a b r o g a t e d .

I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  is a  n e e d  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  t o  c r e a t e  in 
c o n s e n s u s  w i t h  e m p l o y e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  will a l lo w  
c e r t a i n  s h o r t  t e r m  w a i v e i s  f o r  l e g is la t io n .  T h e r e  w o u ld  n e e d  t o  b e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  all i n t e r e s t s .  A d i s t r i c t  c o u ld  n o t  o b t a i n  a  w a iv e r  if t h e i r  
e m p l o y e e s  d id  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  a g r e e m e n t .  E m p l o y e e s  c o u l d  n o t  o b t a i n  a 
w a iv e r  if t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u l d  n o t  s u p p o r t  it. T h e r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  lo ca l  
c o m m u n i t y / p a r e n t  g r o u p  a g r e e m e n t .

H o w e v e r ,  I d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  is a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  
d i s t r i c t  a n d  i t s  e m p l o y e e s .  If t h e r e  w e r e  s u c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t ,  I d o  n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h e y  w o u ld  b e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h i s  c h a n g e .  T h e  i s s u e  w o u ld  h a v e  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  s o l v e d  loca l ly  w i t h o u t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h i s  bill. M o s t  b u t  n o t  all a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m a in t a in in g  t h i s  m in im u m  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .

R o d  M cC o y



From : CHANNEL CORPORATIONS PHONE No. : 780 4687 Feb.07 1996 12:30PM P02

m o r e  m o n e y  sh o u ld  b e  s p e n t  o n  s t u d i e s  d i r e c t e d  toLuard  t h e  e f f e c t s  
o f  b o t t o m  t r a w l i n g  o n  f i s h  h a b i t a t .

I h a u e  e n c l o s e d  a  c o p y  o f  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  J u n e a u  E m pire  w h i c h  d e a l s  
w i t h  t h e  I s s u e s  a d d r e s s e d  In t h e  r e p o r t s  a n d  w h i c h  w o u ld ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e  
I n t e r e s t i n g  to  you .

T h a n k  y o u .

U e ry  Truly Yours,

W il l iam  R. T onsg a rd ,  J r .  
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  
C h a n n e l  C o r p o r a t i o n s

a t t a c h m e n t s

2
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A m e n d  to  r e a d

E a c h  g o v e r n in g  b o d y  s h a l l  a l lo w  its  t e a c h e r s  in s c h o o l  f a c i l i t ie s  w ith  f o u r  o r  m o r e  
t e a c h e r s  a  d a i ly  d u t y - f r e e  m e a l t i m e  o f  a t  l e a s t  3 0  m i n u t e s  b e t w e e n  1 1 :0 0  a .m .  
a n d  1 :0 0  p .m . o r  b e t w e e n  s u c h  o *h e r  h o u r s  a s  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  a n d  t h e  u n io n  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t e a c h e r s  in a  s c h o o l  d is t r ic t  m a y  s p e c i f y .


