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littce Action: j ^ jDate of Committee

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 540

HOUSE BILL NO. 540 HEALTH CARE DATA; BIRTH REGISTRATIONS

“An Act relating to health care data and registration of births.”

recommends it be replaced
with the following committee substitute

[ ] the same title 
[ j a new title

[ ] additional referral to _  
f | attached amendment(s)

ADO PTS:_______________

Committee

 Letter o f Intent
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H E A L T H .  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE H O U S E  O F  R E P R E SE N T A T IV E S STATE CAPITOL, JUNEAU 99801
(907) 465-3759

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  5 4 0

“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e  d a t a  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  b i r t h s . ”

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a c c o m p l i s h  c h a n g e s  in  l a w  n e e d e d  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  h a s  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
d is e a s e s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  t o  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  d i s e a s e  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  c o n t r o l ,  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .

I t  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  e x p l i c i t  c i v i l  i m m u n i t y  f o r  p r o v i d e r s  w h o  c o m p l y  w i t h  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  r e p o r t  h e a l t h  c a r e  d a t a  a n d  a s s u r e  a c c e s s  b y  D H S S  t o  h e a l t h  
r e c o r d s  n e e d e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  m a n d a t e s  a n d  t o  c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  T h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  a  F e d e r a l  g r a n t  o f  $ 4 2 0 ,0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  
w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  r e g i s t r y  o f  c a n c e r  o c c u r r e n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
s ta t e  - a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  a c t i v i t y  a s  c a n c e r  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  l e a d in g  c a u s e  
o f  d e a th .

H B  5 4 0  w i l l  a l s o  m a k e  c h a n g e s  n e e d e d  t o  f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  E l e c t r o n i c  
B i r t h  C e r t i f i c a t e  s y s t e m  a n d  c l a r i f y  r u l e s  f o r  f i l i n g  a n d  r e g i s t e r i n g  b i r t h s  
o c c u r r i n g  e n  r o u t e  t o  A la s k a .  T h e  b i l l  w i l l :

♦ allow c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  b i r t h s  t o  o c c u r  b y  a n  e l e c t r o n i c  p r o c e s s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  o n l y  b y  s i g n a t u r e  o n  a  p a p e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  s h i f t  t h e  p l a c e  o f  
f i l i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  e l e c t r o n i c  f i l i n g ;

♦ re d u ce  f i l i n g  t i m e  f r o m  7  t o  5  d a y s  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  H e a l t h  S t a t i s t i c s ;

♦ cla rify  r u l e s  f o r  f i l i n g  a n d  r e g i s t e r i n g  b i r t h s  o c c u r r i n g  o n  m o v i n g  
c o n v e y a n c e s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s  o r  a i r  s p a c e  o r  f o r e i g n  w a t e r s  o r  
a i r  s p a c e  e n  r o u t e  t o  A l a s k a  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  m o d e l  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  
A c t .

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T


