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Date o f Committee Action:

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 231
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"An Act relating to the interview requirements o f the State Medical Board."
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House B ill 2 3 1 , "An Act re la ting  to the Interview requ irem ents o f the 
State Medical Board," w ou ld a llow  the A laska State Medical Board  to 
use its discretion in determ in ing whether a persona l interview for 
licensing a physician was necessary.
At the present time, physic ians applying for perm anent licensure m ust 
be interviewed in person by the A laska State Medical Board  o r a 
m ember o f the Board . The Board , a member o f the Board , o r an 
a lte rnate  designated in terview er m ust interview In person the locum  
tenens physician, in tern , o r resident applicants.
The interview process is cum bersom e, expensive, and o f lim ited value 
since the license app lication process which takes place p rio r to the 
app licant being interviewed is extensive and thorough . An interview is 
un like ly  to reveal any in fo rm ation  not a lready known.
By m aking the interview d iscretionary , it relieves the app licant, the 
board members, and the board  s ta ff o f  a significant am ount o f work 
that may be o f lim ited va lue  in m ost instances. House B ill 231 would 
a llow  the interview to be conducted in on ly those cases where it was 
deemed necessary.
House B ill 231 is supported by the A laska State Medical Association 
and the Division o f Occupational Licensing. There is a zero fisca l note. 
Y ou r support would be appreciated.

SPONSOR STATEMENT



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF COM M ERCE AND 
ECONOM IC  DEVELOPM ENT

3601 CSTRFET. SUITE TV 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 90603 S366 
PHONE (907)601-28/6 
7AA (9071562-5761 
TOO (907)465-5437D IV IS IO N  O F  O C C U P A T IO N A L  L IC E N S IN G

March 20, 1095

Representative Cynthia Toohey 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol • Room 104 
Juneau AK 99801-1162

Dear Representative Toohey:

I am writing to express to you the support of the Alaska St3tc Medical Beard for House Bill 231 which 
would revise AS 08.64 255 and 279 by making the personal interview a discretionary part of the 
licensing process for physicians rather than a mandatory action.

Thank you for sponsoring this bill for tne State Medical Board. It is Ihe board's view that the personal 
interview, while still a valuable licensing toot in some cases, is for most physicians an inconvenient and 
expensive requirement that is of questionable value. The majority of physician applicants who apply for 
Alaska licensure come to us with ‘ c le an ' records ; i.e.. no licensing actions from other states, no 
disciplinary actions by schools, training programs, or hospitals, and no adverse actions by other legal 
entities. For these applicants, requiring them to appear tor a personal interv;ew with a board member 
represents an expensive, time-consuming hurdle to licensee which docs iittie to serve the public good.

By retaining the interview as a discretionary licensing to o'., the board „nd its staff may still require an 
applicant to appear in person to answer questions the* anse from large or numerous malpractice claims, 
actions by other boards, personal behavioral history questions, or other unusual circumstances that 
would lead us to questions their qualifications to be licensed to practice in Alaska. It is the board’s 
Intention to define by regulation under what circumstances a personal interview may be required or 
requested of an applicant.

W e  feel your bill will serve to make the board more efficient in the use of its time and resources while al 
the same time serving to protect the public from unscrupulous practitioners or those whoso skills are 

- questionable.

Very truly yours,

David A. McGuire. M.D.. Chairman 
State Medical Board

LGH:I

xc: Board Members
Catherine Reardon, Director

Division of O ccupational Licensing
0*-f113U1 o o /eevc-ro pjcc» d /
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D c n a l d  R.  L e h m a n n ,  M. D.
P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
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